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OR,    A 

Memorial; 

Con  taining 

A  Summary  of  Facts  with  their  Vouchers, 
in  Anfwer  to  The  Obfervations,  fent  by  the 
Englifi  MINISTRY,  to  the  Courts  of 
Europe. 

Wherein  (among  many  curious  and  intereft- 
ing  Pieces,  which  may  ferve  as  Authentic 
Memoirs  towards  a  Hiftory  of  the  prefent 
Quarrel  httwQcnGreat-Britain  and  France) 
feveral  Papers  are  to  be  feen  at  full  Length  j 
Extracts  of  which  lie  now,  under  the  Con- 
fideration  of  P t. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  W.  Bizet,    at   the   Golden-Ball,    in  St. 
Ckmmth  Church -yard,    1757. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


TH  E  Work  which  we  here  prefent 
a  Tranflation  of,  to  die  Englijh 
Reader,  has  been  published  fome  time 
lince,  in  Holland.  It  confifts  of  a  plain 
Narrative  of  the  principal  Facts,  and 
Events,  which  have  occurred  bodi  in  Europe, 
and  North-America,  relative  to  the  Cauie  of 
the  prefent  War,  between  this  Nation  and 
France  •>  from  the  Peace  of  Aix  la  Chapel le, 
to  the  taking  the  Alcide  and  the  Lys,  by 
Admiral  Boj'cawens  Squadron  ;  together, 
with  a  great  Number  of  curious  and  interefr- 
ing  Pieces,  all  Originals,  produced  in  order 
to  authenticate  the  fame.  As  the  Style  of 
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the  Memorial  appears  to  be  quite  unaffected, 
the  Manner  unartful ;  and  that,  feemingly, 
the  Writer  is  extremely  cautious  to  advance 
any  'filing,  which  he  cannot  fupport  by  un- 
doubted Authority ;  it  is  no  wonder  the 
Whole  fhould  have  made  an  Impreffion  upoii 
many  Foreign  Nations.  And  indeed,  if  my 
Information  be  good,  fand  I  have  ftrong 
Reafon  to  think  it )  the  unexampled,  and 
ftrange  Indifference,  which  fome  former 
Allies,  fliew  at  prefent  to  our  Interefts,  is  in 
a  great  Meafure,  owing  to  the  Impreffion 
made  by  this  Performance.  Why  Britons, 
mould  not  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
Arguments  and  other  Means,  ufed  by 
their  Enemies,  to  fully  the,  Brightnefs 
of  that  Character  of  Equity,  Modera- 
tion, Generofity  and  Humanity,  with  which 
they  have  mined  forth,  I  may  fay  unrival- 
led, for  fo  many  Ages ;  Why  they  mould 
not  have  an  Opportunity  of  vindicating 
themielves,  from  the  foul  Aiperiions  which 
are  caft  upon  them  as  a  Nation  ;  we  fhall 
fubmit  to  the  candid  Determination  of  thofe 
who  have  mil  fome  Concern  for  the  fwe 
hope,  not  yet  loft  J  Honour  of  their  deluded, 
and  mod  injured  Country  ?  Sure  we  are, 
that  this  our  Undertaking,  will  only  be  con- 
demned by  fuch,  whofe  Intereft  it  has  always 
been  to  conceal  Truth  from  the  People. 

In 
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In  thefe  corrupt  Times,  it  were  Abfurd 
to  pretend  to  a  total  Dif-intereftednefs  in 
one's  Actions.  We  have,  at  this  very  Time, 
very  eminent  and  fhining  Inftances  of  die 
Offence,  which  fuch  extraordinary  Preten- 
fions  give  fome  Folks.  That  we  had 
therefore  a  Self-interefted  View  in  this 
Undertaking,  we  will  not  deny.  And 
indeed,  how  could  we  (  from  the  Impor- 
tance of  the  Subject,  and  the  curious  and 
extraordinary  Matter,  with  which  this  Work 
abounds )  do  otherwife  than  expect  an  am- 
ple Reward  for  our  Pains,  and  the  Ex- 
pence  we  muft  be  at.  But  we  can  allure 
the  Public,  that  its  Concern  and  Welfare, 
have  had  the  next  place  in  our  Thoughts,  on 
this  Occafion.  Could  others,  who  have  lately 
moved  in  a  higher  Sphere,  fay  as  much ;  it 
is  humbly  conceived,  the  Clamour  of  the 
People,  would  not  run  fo  high  againft  them 
as  it  now  does. 

The  great  Ufe  of  publishing  this  Work  in 
an  EngliJJj  Drefs  will,  we  are  fure,  eafily  oc- 
curr  to  every  conliderate  Perfon,  and  need  not 
be  further  infifted  on.  That  it  does  not 
redound  to  the  Honour  of  our  late  Rulers, 
we  readily  allow.  But  we  alfo  venture  to 
affirm  that  the    Nation,    efpecially    at  this 
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critical  Jun&ure,  is  interefted  in  expofrng 
every  Part  of  their  Conduct  to  public  View. 
There  is  no  extraordinary  Degree  of  Un- 
derftanding  requifite  to  diftinguifh  between 
the  End,  and  the  means  of  attaining  that 
End.  However  laudable  the  former  might 
have  been  on  the  prefent  Occafion  it  is 
moft  certain,  that  Means,  very  unwarrant- 
able and  very  unjuftifiable,  have  been  em- 
ployed towards  attaining  it.  Thank  God  ! 
A  Perfonage  now  prefides  over  our  Affairs, 
who  will  foon  evince,  to  the  Confufion  of 
all  petty  Machiavelifts,  that,  in  all  Dealings 
both  of  public  and  private  Nature,  Honesty 
is  the  beji  Policy. 


MEMORIAL    bV. 

BY  the  directions  of  hisBritannick  Majefty 
a  piece  has  been  fent  to  moft  ol  the 
courts  of  Europe,  entitled  Obfervations  on  the 
Memorial  of  France.  The  author  undertakes 
to  confute  the  motives  on  which  the  king  has 
grounded  his  requifition  of  the  21  ft.  of  lafr. 
December,  and  to  juftify  England's  refufal 
of  making  a  reftitution  to  France  of  her  iliips, 
taken  in  a  time  of  profound  peace. 

In  order  to  give  a  glofs  to  a  refufal  fo  con- 
trary both  to  the  equity,  which  is  the  common 
ftandard  of  all  nations,  and  the  pacific  views, 
which  his  Britannick  Majefty  has  given  per- 
petual aflurances  he  would  never  deviate  from ; 
it  was  neceflary  to  charge  France  with  hofti- 
lities  prior  to  the  making  theie  prizes.  In  order 
to  leften  the  impremon,  which  the  violences 
committed  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  by  the 
Englifh  navy,  muft  have  made  on  all  the  powers 
of  Europe,  it  was  neceuary  to  prove,  or  at  lean: 
to  maintain,  that  the  French  were  the  ag- 
grefTors.  And  indeed  that  is  the  principal  facl: 
infifted  on  in  thefe  Obfervations.  In  fliort  the 
author  would  fain  prove  that  the  French  have 
B  committed 
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rnitted  fuch  hoflilities  in  America,  as  obliged 
the  court  of  London  to  makejuft  reprifals. 

To  thefe  imputations,  France  will  oppofe 
nothing,  but  the  moll:  fimple  expofition  of  all 
that  has  pafled  between  the  two  nations  fince 
the  treaty  of  Aix-la  Chapelle,  as  well  in  Ame- 
rica, as  Europe.  Sovereigns  have  for  their 
judges  the  age  they  live  in,  and  pofterity  their 
character  is  to  be  afcertained  by  hiftory  alone. 

That  the  relation  of  fo  many  important 
faclsmay  be  out  of  the  reach  of  criticifm, 
none  mail  be  advanced  that  is  not  avowed  by 
both  courts,  or  fupported  by  papers  of  un- 
doubted authority  and  credit ;  thofe  which 
have  been  found  in  the  book-cafe  of  general 
Braddock,  after  that  battle,  wherein  he  loft 
his  life,  have  laid  open  the  plan  of  the  court 
of  London.  The  publication  of  the  informa- 
tions contained  in  thefe  papers  has  not  been 
refolved  on,  till  all  poffible  means  had  been 
tried  to  fave  the  Englifh.  government,  the 
mortification  which  muft  arife  from  a  difco- 
very  of  its  Syftem. 

France  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  yielded  to 
England,  New  Scotland,  or  Acadia,  accord- 
ing to  its  ancient  limits,  as  alfo  the  town  of 
Port-Royal,  'lis  very  probable  the  Britiih 
miniflers  had  at  that  time  of  Acadia,  properly 
fo  called,  nearly  the  fame  idea  that  they  had 
always  entertainecf  in  France  of  that  country. 
Thus  far  however  'tis  certain,  that  they 
had  not  then  fo  much  as  dreamed  of  extend- 
ing 
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ing  this  province  to  the  fouthern  bank  of  the 
river  St.  Laurence. 

And  indeed  the  French  who  were  fetded 
on  the  river  St.  John  ;  thofe  along  the  coaft  of 
the  Etchemins;  and  from  that  coaft  to  the 
river  St.  Laurence;  even  thofe  who  inhabited 
the  Minas;  the  borders  of  the  Ifthmus,  and 
the  other  Countries  which  are  moll  contigu- 
ous  to  that  yielded  to  Great-Britain  ;  became 
fenfible  of  no  alteration  in  their  ftate  or  pof- 
ieffions.  The  Englifh  attempted  neither  to 
baniih  them  the  country,  or  compell  them  to 
fwear  fealty  to  the  king  of  England.  Thefe 
Inhabitants  continued  in  the  quiet  pofleffion 
of  their  property,  under  the  protection  of  the 
king,  whom  they  never  ceafed  to  coniider  as 
their  lawful  fovereign. 

From  1744  'till  1748.  War  was  carried  on 
in  America  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  Europe  j 
but  it  had  no  other  object  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  than  that  which  gave  occaiion  to  the 
differences  on  the  Old  Continent:  There 
was  no  queftion  then  either  of  the  limits 
of  the  refpective  ftates,  or  of  giving  any 
interpretation  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht;  the 
fenfe  of  which  being  fufhciently  evident  of 
itfelf,  feemed  ftill  fixed,  and  fettled  by  the 
peaceful  pofieilion  of  both  nations.  It  was  on 
this  account  efteemed  fufficient  to  ftipulate,  by 
article  V.  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la  Chapelle,  the 
reftitution  of  all  that  might  have  been  con- 
quered by  one  nation  over  the  other,  iince 
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the  beginning  of  the  war.  There  was  no  re- 
ference made  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  and 
by  article  IX.  it  was  agreed  that  all  things 
mould  be  re-eftablifhed,  on  the^fame  footing 
that  they  had  been,  or  ought  to  have  been  on, 
( not  in  1 7 1 3 )    but  before  the  prefent  war. 

Immediately  after  this  peace,  the  court  of 
London  formed  the  plan  of  feveral  new  fettle- 
ments,  in  which  it  paid  more  regard  to  its 
commercial  interefts,  than  to  the  claufes  of 
the  treaties,  of  which  that  of  Aix-laChapelle 
had  been  a  renewal.  Notice  was  given  of 
thefe  fettlements  by  the  channel  of  all  the 
news-papers.  It  was  then  plain  England  in- 
tended to  extend  to  the  river  St.  Laurence, 
thofe  which  were  to  be  made  in  Acadia,  and 
no  limits  were  affigned  to  thofe  which  were  to 
take  place  towards  Hudfon's  Bay. 

The  eclat  of  thefe  preparations,  and  the 
importance  of  the  project,  of  which  they 
were  the  fore-runners,  awaked  the  king's 
attention.  He  let  forth  his  rights  in  a  memo- 
rial, which  he  caufed  to  be  given  into  the 
court  of  London,  in  the  month  of  June  1749, 
and  propofed  the  appointment  of  commuTa- 
ries  from  both  nations,  who  were  to  fettle  in 
an  amicable  manner  the  limits  of  the  refpe&ive 
colonies.  This  propofal  was  accepted ;  and  in 
the  memorial  of  July  1749,  by  which  the 
king  of  Great-Britain  agreed  t.o  the  nominati- 
on of  thole  commiflaries,  his  majeily  declared, 
1°. "That  no  fuch  thing  was  intended  as  3. 

"  project 
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M  projecl:  towards  Hudfon's  Bay.  2°.  That  he 
<c  had  given  effectual  orders  that  no  attempt 
"  fhould  be  made,  either  on  the  fide  of 
."  Nova  Scotia,  or  that  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  on 
"  the  poffeffioiis,  or  the  trade  of  his  moffc 
"  chriiftian  majefty's  fubjects.  30.  Thai  he  had 
cc  given  no  orders  to  make  fettlements  in, 
<c  that  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  which  France 
"  had  formed  pretentions". 

The  Settlement  of  Hallifax,  then  in  agita- 
tion in  England,  feemed  in  iome  fort  to  be  a 
pledge  of  the  fincerity  of  this  declaration. 
Supplies  which  feemed  defigned  only  for  this 
infant  colony,  were  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to 
alarm  the  French  government.  The  town  is 
built  on  the  coaft  of  Acadia,  at  the  mouth  pf 
Chedabucto  Bay. 

One  of  the  principal  ftipulations  agreed  to  on 
the  nomination  of  commiflaries,  was  that  no 
Innovation  fhould  be  attempted  on  the  coun- 
tries, the  fate  of  which  was  to  be  finally  deter- 
mined by  their  fentence.  This  convention  was 
a  confequence  of  the  declaration  made  in  the 
court  of  London's  memorial.  Thus  did  the 
French  remain  in  pofieflion  of  all  the  lands 
which  they  had  held  without  interruption 
fince  the  treaty  of  Aix-la  Chapelle;  as  well 
between  Bay  Francoife,  and  the  river  St. 
J^aurence,  as  in  the  Peninfula  itfelf ;  from  the 
Minasto  the  Ifthmus,  and  from  the  Jfthmus 
to  the  bay  of  Chedabucto.  As  to  the  Banks  of 
the  Ohio,  and  the  countries   fituated   to   the 

weft 


(6) 

weft  of  the  apalachian  mountains;  the  Englifh 
never  had  either  forts  or  factories  in  thofe 
places,  nor  had  the  court  of  London  formed 
even  a  project  of  any  fettlement  on  that  fide; 
nor  was  there  the  leaft  mention  made  of 
this  country,  either  in  the  negociations  which 
had  preceded  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  or  in 
thofe  which  had  given  occafion  to  the  peace  of 
Aix-la  Chapelle. 

From  the  fettling  this  commiffion,  and  the 
mutual  engagements  which  had  preceded,  it 
was  imagined  that  the  court  of  London  would 
ifTue  to  the  governors  of  the  Englifh  colonies 
in  America,  fuch  orders  as  were  agreeable 
to  the  ftipulations  made  in  Europe  :  It  was  of 
the  greateft  confequence  to  the  tranquility  of 
both  nations,  to  put  an  early  ftop  to  thefe 
petty  detentions,  which  in  time  might  give 
rife  to  differences  of  a  more  ferious  nature. 
We  (hall  here  take  a  fhort  view  of  the  difputes, 
which  had  preceded  the  appointment  of  com- 
mifTaries.  M.  Mafcarens,  an  Englifh  com- 
mander, wanted  to  compel  the  French  In- 
habitants of  the  River  St.  John,  to  fwear 
fealty  to  the  king  of  England.  Thefe  people 
intimidated  by  menaces,  made  applications  to 
the  count  de  la  Galiffoniere,  who  in  order  to 
remove  their  fears,  fent  an  officer  v/ithafmall 
detachment  of  foldiers,  and  of  the  milicians 
of  Canada.  M.  de  la  GaliiToniere,  had  after 
that  not  only  complained  by  letter  to  Mr. 
Mafcarens  of  this  attempt ;  but  alfo  en- 
deavoured 
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deavoured  to  prevail  on  him  to  fufpend  the 
hofHlities,  which  the  EnglifTi  had  not  ceafed  to 
commit  again!  r.  the  Abnakies  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  had  by  the  orders  of  the  French, 
(their  allies)  laid  down  their  arms  on  the  im- 
mediate news  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la  Chapelle. 
Thefe  complaints  had  given  occafion  to  a 
feries  of  letters,  wrote  in  a  pretty  warm  ftile, 
and  which  pafTed  mutually  between  the 
marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  and  M.  Cornwallis  : 
The  firfl  having  fucceeded  the  Count  de  la 
GalifToniere,  and  the  fecond  Mr.  Mafcarens, 
in  1749.  An  end  was  fuppofed  to  have  been 
put  to  thefe  altercations,  by  the  orders  which 
the  court  of  London  affirmed  to  have  fent  to 
the  governors  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  appointment  of  commifTaries. 

They  had  already  begun  their  fittings,  when 
general  Cornwallis  thought  himfelf  now  in 
fuch  a  condition,  as  he  need  not  obferve  any 
meafures.  He  had  received  fromEngland  frem 
fupplies  of  troops,  fetriers,  ammunition,  and 
artillery •;  and  in  confequence  he  made  frem 
efforts  to  expel  the  French  from  a  country, 
on  which  according  to  the  affurance  of  his 
Britannick  Majefty,  no  attempt  was  to  be 
made  till  the  commifTaries  came  to  a  decifion. 

The  firfl  acts  of  violence  were  directed  a- 
gainft  the  king's  fubjects,  who  are  fettled  on 
the  northern  coafts  of  the  Peninfula.  The 
Englifh  commander's  view  was  to  compel 
them  to  withdraw,  in  order  to  make  room  for 
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the  newTettlers  -,  moft  of  the  French  families 
were  forced  to  relinquish  their  pofleflions,  to 
evacuate  the  Peninfula,  and  to  feek  refuge  in 
other  parts  of  New  France. 

Encouraged  by  this  Succefs,  Mr.  Cornwallis 
thought  proper  to  exert  himfelf  in  the  fame 
manner  againft  the  French,  who  were  fettled 
out  of  the  Peninfula,  on  the  rivers  which  dif- 
e"mbogue  as  well  into  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of 
Fundi,  as  the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence.  Thefc 
People  being  thus  perpetually  expofed  to  the 
worft  ufage,  and  having  experienced  injuftices 
and  outrages  without  number,  agreed  to  de- 
mand of  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  that  Pro- 
tection which  his  majefty  owes  all  his  fubjects. 
The  marquis  fent  them  a  fmall  detachment 
of  troops  and  militia-men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  officer,  to  whom  he  gave  the 
moft  precife  orders,  to  attempt  nothing  a- 
gainft  the  Englifh,  and  to  confine  himfelf 
folely  to  the  preventing  them  from  making 
any  fettlement  on  the  lands,  of  which  France 
was  in  pofTeflion ;  and  above  all  that  he 
fhould  not  himfelf  make  any  fortification  of 
any  fort  on  them.  The  marquis  de  la  Jon- 
quiere did  more 5  for  he  had  the  attention  to 
give  previous  notice  to  Mr.  Cornwallis  of  this 
ftep,  the  motives  which  forced  him  to  it,  and 
the  orders  given  to  the  detachment. 

The  iaft  complained  of  this  conduct  as  an 
infringement  5  but  the  orders  of  the  governor 
of  New  France  having  been  ftriftly  obeyed, 

this 
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this  difpute  was  attended  at  that  time  with 
no  bad  confequence* 

Two  other  objects  gave  occafion  in  a  little 
time  after  to  mutual  complaints,  in  which  the 
two  courts  thought  themfelves  more  particu- 
larly concerned. 

Mr.  Cornwallis  complained  of  the  cruelty 
with  which  the  Abnakie  favages  ufed  the 
Englifh,  who  fell  into  their  hands ;  he  as- 
cribed this  ufage  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the 
French,  and  to  the  orders  of  the  marquis 
de  la  Jonquiere.  The  latter  cleared  himfelf 
fully  from  the  charge;  and  it  may  be  faid  with 
truth,  that  the  Abnakies  had  followed  in  this 
conduct  only  the  impulfe  of  their  own  re- 
fentment :  It  was  at  the  French  governor's 
requeft,  that  after  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
they  had  ceafed  all  kind  of  hostilities  ;  but  the 
Englifh  would  never  condefcend  to  confider 
them,  as  comprehended  in  the  general  paci- 
fication, and  had  perfevered  in  their  perfecu- 
tions  againft  them.  Thus  enraged,  thefe 
Savages  had  avenged  their  own  injuries ; 
and  the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  fo  far  from 
giving  them  afliftance,  ufed  his  beft  efforts  to 
appeafe  their  Wrath.  The  court  of  London 
appeared  fatisfied  with  the  explanations  given 
on  this  occafion,    and  thus  this   affair   ended. 

The  object  of  the  other  was  of  greater  im- 
portance,  and  might  have  been  attended  with. 

*  See  original  Papers,. N.o.  2. 
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worfe  confequences.  The  English  for  fome 
months  ufed  "to  intercept  all  the  French 
veffels  which  brought  provifions  from  Quebec : 
Which  provifions  were  defigned  for  the  fub- 
fifting  the  pofts  fituated  on  the  frontiers  of 
Canada,  or  were  fent  as  prefents,  agreeable 
to  annual  cuftom,  to  the  Indian-allies  of 
France.  Thus  a  veffel  from  Quebec  called  the 
London,  which  was  returning  empty,  after 
having  unloaded  a  cargo  of  provifions  at  Che- 
daic,  was  taken  -^  and  in  fome  time  after  they 
attacked,  and  took  at  the  mouth  of  Baic  Fran- 
coife,  the  kings  Brigantine,  called  the  St. 
Francis,  commanded  by  an  officer  bearing  his 
majefty's  commiffion,  and  which  ferved  as  a 
convoy  to  a  veffel  f  laden  with  provifion  and 
ammunition  for  the  ufe  of  the  detachments 
on  John's  River.  The  taking  thefe  veffels,  and 
the  rifling  of  fome  others,  gave  occafion  to 
complaints,  which  were  at  that  time  addreffed 
to  the  court  of  London  j  but  as  no  fatisfaclion 
enfued,  the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  fancied 
himfelf  entitled  to  make  reprifals,  and  in  con- 
fequence  ordered  three  or  four  Englifh  veffels 
to  be  feized  on  at  Ifle  Royal,  which  were 
confifcated. 

Thefe  hoftilities  at  fea,  in  which  'tis  ob- 
fervable  the  Englifh  were  always  the  ag- 
greffors,  were  accompanied  with  feveral  at- 
tempts which  they  made  on  the  countries, 

*fc  See  original  Papers,  No.  3*        t  Goelette. 
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in  which  it  was  agreed  no  innovation  mould 
be  made.  In  the  month  of  April  1750,  gene- 
ral Cornwallis,  entrufted  major  Lawrence 
with  an  expedition,  againfl  the  pofts  occupied 
by  the  French  on  the  Comment,  commanded 
by  the  chevalier  de  Lacorne.  What  the  ob- 
ject of  this  armament  was,  may  be  learned 
from  the  Gazette  of  Bofton,  in  New  Eng- 
land, wherein  it  was  inferted  and  reprefented 
as  an  act  of  hoftility  on  the  part  of  this 
governor  ;  nay,  it  was  alfo  in  this  manner  they 
expreffed  themlelves  in  the  letters  printed  in 
London,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  of  the 
lame  Year.  General  Cornwallis  was  not  con- 
tent with  having  given  thefe  orders  :  Having 
firft  erected  a  fort  at  the  Minas,  he  propofed 
to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  forces, 
which  were  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the 
Continent  j  and  to  make  fure  work  of  it, 
he  caufed  a  coniiderable  fortrefs  to  be  erected 
at  a  place  called  Chinecto,  or  Beaubaffin, 
fituated  in  the  Ifthmus,  and  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  Baic  Francoife.  Thefe  places  were 
certainly  of  the  number  of  thole,  the  pro- 
perty of  which  was  to  be  fettled  by  the  com- 
mirTaries. 

The  French  commandants,  in  order  to 
protect  the  countries  which  they  were  in 
poffeffion  of  againfl  an  invafion,  of  which 
they  had  fuch  plain  intimations,  could  not 
now  difpenfe  with  erecting  in  their  turn  two 
fmall  forts,  the  one  facing  Beaubaffin,  at  a 
C  2  place 
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place  called  Beau-Sejour,  the  other  at  Gafpe- 
reau,  on  Bay-verte,  as  a  magazine  for  the  nrft, 
and  to  fecure  fupplies  by  the  gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence. 

What  had  pafTed  at  the  time  of  building 
the  fort  of  BeaubafTm  proved  fufficiently  the 
neceffity  of  erecting  thefe  two  forts,  which 
were  calculated  to  ferve  as  a  bulwark  to  the 
Continent.  For  general  Corn  wallis,  had  caufed 
troops,  and  fome  artillery  to  march  againft 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Iithmus,  who  were  fo 
terrified  by  this  procedure,  that  they  ran  away, 
having  Aril  of  all  fetfire  to  their  habitations; 
and  what  is  the  more  remarkable  in  all  this 
is,  that  the  Englifh  general  who  reduced 
both  French  and  Savages  to  this  cruel  di- 
lemma, had  the  affurance  to  complain  of  this 
flight,  which  he  treated  as  an  act  of  hoftility 
on  their  fide :  A  new  kind  of  hoftility  indeed, 
that !  Which,  as  we  fee,  confifts  in  a  man's 
leaving  his  country*  open  to  the  invafion  of  a 
foreign  power!  And  indeed,  the  complaints  of 
Mr.  Cornwallis,  ferved  only  to  bring  about  an 
eclaircifTement,  which  ought  to  have  convinced 
the  king  of  England  of  the  regularity  of  the 
proceedings  of  France,  and  how  fmcere  fhe 
was  in  her  defires  to  preferve  peace. 

The  confequence  of  this  eclairciffement  was 
a  formal  declaration,  by  which  his  Britannick 
Majefty  caufed  the  king  to  be  affured,  that 

#  See  original  Papers,  No.  4. 
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frefh  orders  had   been   fent   to  prevent  any 
enterprife. 

The  king,  on  his  part,  repeated  thofe  he  had 
already  given  to  the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere. 

Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  meafures 
taken  by  the  court  of  England  to  prevent 
general  Cornwallis  from  proceeding  any 
farther;  or  to  the  vigilance  of  the  marquis  de 
la  Jonquiere,  in  cautioning  againft  furprifes ; 
'tis  certain  the  Englifh  forbore  making  any 
further  attempts  on  that  fide  :  They  maintain- 
ed themfelves  in  their  forts  of  the  Minas,  and 
Beaubaffin.  The  French  remained  quiet  in 
thofe  of  Beau-Sejour,  and  Gafpereau;  fo  that 
from  175 1,  till  the  expedition  of  1755,  of 
which  an  account  fhall  be  given  hereafter, 
this  part  of  New  France  had  received  no 
moleftation  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Englifh  ; 
nay,  good  harmony  feemed  to  be  fo  thorough- 
ly re-eftablifhed  between  them,  that  in  order 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  frequent  defertions  on  the 
frontiere,  the  marquis  du  Quefne,  fuccellor 
of  the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  and  Mr. 
Hopfon,  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Cornwallis,  had 
agreed  on  a  cartel,  which  was  very  punctually 
obferved  from  1752,    till  laft  year. 

But  tho'  the  tranquility  was  happily  re- 
eftablifhed  in  Acadia,  yet  encroachments  and 
hoftilities  were  multiplied  on  another  fide,  on 
which  equally  depended  the  prefervation  of 
Canada.  To  clear  up  the  origin,  and  fix  the 
epoch  of  thefe  troubles,  it  will   be   neceflary 
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*6  trace  things  fomewhat  farther  back  than 
the  treaty  of  Aixla  Chapelle. 

The  Ohio,  otherwife  called  Belle-Riviere, 
or  the  Fair  River,  forms  a  natural  communi- 
cation between  Canada,  and  the  Louifiana,  by 
the  Lake  Eric.  The  French  who  were  con- 
cerned in  the  difcovery,  and  the  maintaining 
this  communication,-  were  the  nrft  who  fur- 
veyed  this  river,  of  which  the  fieur  de  la  Salle, 
a  gentleman  of  Normandy,  had  vifited  a  part 
in  1679.  In  171 2,  the  king,  in  the  letters- 
patent  for  the  fettlement  of  Louifiana,  com- 
prehended the  river  Wabache,  which  dis- 
charges itfelf  into  the  Ohio;  and  in  general  ali 
the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Miffiffippi.  Since 
that  time,  the  Ohio  had  been  frequent- 
ed by  the  French  only;  and  the  Englifh 
never  laid  claim  to  the  countries  which  it  runs 
through.  The  Apalachian  mountains  had 
always  been  confidered  as  the  boundaries  of 
their  colonies. 

The  Englifh  miniftry,  who  never  miffed  an 
opportunity  of  diflremng  the  trade  of  France, 
envied  her  for  a  lon^  time  this  communication 
which  fhe  flood  fo  much  in  need  of.  In  1749, 
fome  Englifh  traders  began  to  carry  on  a 
contraband  trade  on  the  Ohio,  and  it  was  dis- 
covered that  they  were  tampering  with  the 
Indians,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  a  war 
with  France.  The  count  de  la  GalifToniere 
difpatched  from  Canada  to  thefe  parts  the 
fieur  Celoron,  an  officer  of  Canada,  with  di- 
rections 
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regions-  to  ufe  no  violence  towards  thefe 
foreign  traders  ;  but  to  content  himfelf  with 
fummoning  them  to  withdraw,  and  to  feize 
their  goods,  in  cafe  they  periifted  in  flaying. 

This  fummons,  which  was  the  only  ftep 
that  was  taken,  was  attended  with  all  the 
effect  which  could  have  been  expected  from 
it.  The  Englifh  traders  were  obliged  to  fheer 
off,  and  duly  cautioned  againft  returning  any 
more. 

Nay  the  fieur  Celoron  charged  them  with 
a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Penfylvania,  whofe 
licences  were  (hewn  by  fome  of  thefe  traders. 
He  informed  him  by  this  letter  of  what  had 
paffed,  and  defiied,  not  only  that  he  would 
grant  no  iuch  permiffion  for  the  future,  but 
that  he  Would  alio  take  care  that  none  of  the 
Englifh  of  his  government  mould  continue  to 
carry  on  this  contraband  trade  on  the  .king's 
territories. 

The  fieur  Celoron  had  no  fooner  left  the 
Ohio,  than  the  Englifh  traders  returned  in 
fhoals :  They  had  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment to  prevail  on  the  Savages,  to  take  up 
arms  againft  France.  They  brought  them 
even  arms,  and  ammunition.  In  1750,  the 
marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  was  under  a  neceffity 
offending  afecondtime  ieveral  detachments, 
frill  with  orders  to  ufe  no  violence  towards 
the  Englifh,  and  to  awe  the  rebel-Savages* 
Even  thefe  were  dealt  with  tenderly  5  howe- 
ver, in  order  to  prevent  the  pregreis  of  the 
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fmuggling  bufiriefs,  it  was  judged  proper  to 
feize  four  Englifh  traders,  who  continued 
fmuggling,  in  defiance  of  the  prohibition, 
and  who  befldes  had  given  ftrong  fufpicion  of 
having  laboured  to  bring  the  favages  to  a 
revolt.  They  were  conducted  to  Quebec, 
where  they  were  examined  by  the  marquis 
de  la  Jonquiere  himfelf,  and  from  their  de- 
pofitions,  *  he  had  reafon  to  be  convinced  of 
the  certainty  of  his  advices.  It  was  proved, 
that  the  governor  of  Penfylvania  had  caufed 
the  Savages  to  be  fupplied  with  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  other  prefents,  in  order  to  their 
declaring  war.  The  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere 
hefitated  no  longer  fending  thefe  four  Englifh- 
men  to  France.  They  remained  for  fome  time 
prifoners  at  Rochelle.  The  lord  Albemarle, 
then  ambalTador  from  England,,  whofe  pro- 
tection they  claimed,  fued  for  their  liberty* 
without  the  lean:  complaint  of  the  caufe  for 
which  they  were  deprived  thereof.  The  king 
ordered  them  to  be  enlarged,  and  even  that 
they  fhould  have  fome  money.  Lord  Albe- 
marle, returned  his  thanks  to  the  minifter  of 
the  marine,  as  for  a  favour  that  had  been 
conferred  on  him  perfonally. 

The  moderation  which  the  French  laid 
themfelves  down  as  an  invariable  rule  for  their 
conduct,  ferved  to  render  the  Savages  of  the 
Ohio  more  audacious.     In  a  little  time  there 

*  See  original  Papers  No.  5. 

was 


(  i7  ) 

was  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  thefe  people, 
to  whom  the  Englifh  had  promifed  afliilances 
of  every  kind,  would  enter  into  a  general  con- 
ipiracy.  NotwithfTanding,  the  marquis  de  la 
Jonquiere  went  no  farther  in  1751,  than  he 
did  in  1750.  However,  the  detachments  he 
had  fent  perceived  a  very  extraordinary  fer- 
mentation, the  effects  of  which  it  became 
indifpenfably  neceffary  to  prevent  fpeedily. 
The  governor  of  Canada,  being  convinced  that 
the  colony  was  threatned  with  an  invafion 
from  thefe  Savages,  was  preparing  to  march  a 
more  coniiderable  body  of  troops,  in  order  to 
awe  them,  but  he  died  in  March  1752. 

The  marquis  du  Quefne,  his  fuccefTor,  ar- 
rived at  Quebec,  a  few  months  after,  he  found 
the  colony  under  the  greateit.  apprehenfions  ; 
he  haftened  therefore  to  take  up  the  project  of 
the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  j  but  the  march 
of  the  detachment  being  retarded  by  different 
circumftances,  all  that  the  fieur  de  St.  Pierre, 
by  whom  it  was  commanded,  could  do,  was, 
to  erect  himfelf,  at  a  fmali  diflance  from  the 
Lake  Eric,  a  poft,  where  he  fpent  the  winter, 
from  1753  to  1754. 

Here  he  was  very  quiet  in  the  month  of 
October  1753,  when  he  received  a  letter  from 
the  governor  of  Virginia,  requiring  him  to 
withdraw.  He  contented  himfelf  withanfwer- 
;ng,  that  he  was  on  French  ground:  and  by 
orders  of  his  general,  to  whom  he  was  going 
D  to 
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to  communicate  this  fummons  ;*  as  for  the 
reft,  he  fhewed  the  greatefl  politenefs  to  the 
officer,  who  was  the  bearer  of  this  letter. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  marquis  du 
Quefne  was  informed  of  this  ftep  of  the  go- 
vernor of  Virginia,  he  received  from  all  parts 
advices  of  the  preparations  making  in  the 
Englifh  colonies,  to  act  offenfively  againll:  the 
French,  on  pretence  of  affifting  the  Savages: 
That  thefe  preparations  were  avowed  by  the 
court  of  London,  appears  from  their  having 
been  publifhed  in  all  the  Englifh  Gazettes 
of  that  time,  in  which  were  printed  the  very 
fpeeches,  by  which  the  governors  of  NewEng- 
land  and  Virginia  laboured  to  prevail  on  the 
Savages,  to  wage  war  with  France. 

The  Englifh  had  alfo  paffed  already  the 
Apalachian  Mountains,  and  were  marching 
in  a  body  with  artillery,  when  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  1754,  the  fieur  de  Contre-Cceur, 
who  had  taken  upon  himfelf  the  command 
of  the  detachment,  before  under  the  orders 
of  the  fieur  de  St.  Pierre,  drew  near  the  Ohio, 
with  five  or  fix  hundred  men.  He  found  the 
Englifh  already  [intrenched  at  a  fmall  fort, 
which  they  had  juft,  thrown  up  between  this 
river  and  the  river  Aux-Bceufs,  or  Beefs- 
River.      They   were    to    the    number  of 

*  The  governor's  letter,  and  the  anfwer  to  the 
fieur  de  St.  Pierre,  were  at  that  time  inferted  in  the 
London  papers. 
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fifty  men,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Trent :  f  they  were  fummoned  to  withdraw 
from  the  French  territories.  The  fammons 
was  complied  with,  the  fort  was  quietly  eva- 
cuated, and  they  even  prayed  the  fieur  de 
Contre-Cceur,  to  let  them  have  fome  provi- 
fions,  which  they  wanted  :  He  caufed  them 
to  be  provided  abundantly,  and  deftroyed  the 
fort. 

As  he  continued  his  rout  along  the  river 
from  this  place,  he  met  on  the  banks  with 
the  traces  of  a  fort,  the  conferuction  of 
which  was  projected  by  the  Englifh,  but 
was  abandoned  by  them  undoubtedly  upon 
receiving  intimation  of  his  approach.  He  re- 
mained in  this  place  himfeif,  and  fortified  it. 
The  entrenchments  of  this  fortification,  to 
which  was  given  the  name  of  fort  du  Quefoe, 
were  not  yet  finimed,  when  the  fieur  de 
Contre-Coeur  received  advices  of  a  conilderable 
body  of  troops  being  on  their  march  towards 
him.  Upon  which  he  charged  the  iieur  de 
Jumonville  with  a  fummons  in  writing,  by 
way  of  letter,  addrefied  to  the  firil  Englifh 
commander  he  mould  meet.  This  letter  was 
wrote  the  23d.  of  May  1754,  and  was  nearly 
to  the  fame  purpofe  with  the  furnmons*  for- 
merly   fent    to    captain   Trent.     It  carried 

+  See  original  papers,  No.  6.     *  See  orisma!  papers, 
No.  7. 
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afTurances  to  the  Englifh,  that  no  violence 
fhould  be  offered  them;  and  moreover,  the 
Englifli  commander  was  defired  to  deliver  his 
anfwer  to  the  fiear  de  Jumonville,  and  to  ufe 
that  officer  with  due  diftinction  and  regard. 

This  deputy  fet  out  with  an  efcort  of  thirty 
men,  and  fo  foon  as  the  next  morning,  he 
found  himfelf  fur  rounded  by  a  troop  compo- 
fed  of  Englifh  and  Savages  j  the  firft  difcharged 
immediately  two  vollies,  by  which  fome  fol- 
dicrs  were  killed.  The  fieur  de  Jumonville 
made  a  fignal,  giving  to  understand,  that  he 
was  bearer  of  a  letter  from  his  commander. 
Upon  which,  the  fire  ceafed:  A  circle  was  im- 
mediately made  round  the  officer,  to  hear  what 
he  had  to  fay.  He  ordered  the  'fummons  to  be 
read,  and  before  the  man  had  done  reading,  he 
was  himfelf  murdered  by  the  Englifli.  The 
remaining  part  of  the  French,  who  formed  his 
efcort,  were  immediately  made  prifoners  of 
war ;  the  only  one  who  efcaped,  in  giving  an 
account  to  the  fieur  de  Contre-Cceur  of  the 
circumftances  of  this  affair,  affured  him,  that 
the  Savages,  who  were  in  company  with  the 
Englifli,  had  not  fired,  and  that  even  at  the 
very  time  that  M.  de  Jumonville  was  murder- 
ed, they  had  thrown  themfelves  in  between 
the  French  and  their  enemies. 
.  This  murder  wrought  on  the  minds  of  the 
Savages  in  a  different  manner  from  what 
major  Waihington  himfelf,  who  commanded 
the  Englifh  detachment,  expected.  Even  thofe 
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who  by  the  fuggeftions  of  the  Englifh  were 
mod  animated  againft  the  French,  offered 
upon  this  occafion  to  take  vengeance  for  this 
crime. 

The  marquis  du  Quefne  refufed  to  accept 
the  offers  of  a  nation,  always  cruel  in  their 
vengeance.  He  made  at  firfr.  no  doubt  but  that 
the  Englifh  would  difown  the  violence,  and 
would  charge  it  to  the  ferocious  difpoiitioh  of 
fome  traders  ;  but  fince  it  was  made  appear, 
that  nothing  was  done  but  by  the  orders  of  the 
governors  of  the  Englifh  colonies.*  Major 
Washington's  journal  can  be  produced  in  the 
original;  where  it  appears,  that  he  acted  only 
by  virtue  of  the  precife  orders  he  had  received. 
From  this  it  is  plain,  that  to  attack  the  French 
where-ever  they  were  to  be  found  was  a 
meafure  at  that  very  time  refolved  on. 

The  fieur  de  Contre-Coeur,  having  received 
no  fatisfaction  from  the  Englifh,  and  being 
furnifhed  with  the  marquis  du  Quefne's  In- 
fractions, applied  himfelf  to  find  out  the 
place  where  the  arTaffins  had  retired  to.  He 
was  imformed,  that  major  Wafhington  was 
with  his  detachment  in  a  fmall  fort,  which  the 
Englifh  had  built,  and  was  by  them  called  the 
fort  of  Neceffity,  where  they  waited  the 
arrival  of  a  [frefh  fupply  of  troops,  deligned 
For  the  attack  of  fort  du  Quefne.  He  there- 
fore fent  out  a  detachment,   in  order  to  take, 

$  See  original  Papers,  No.  viii. 
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if  poflible,  the  French  prifoners;  or  at 
leaft  to  compel  the  Englifh  to  withdraw  from 
the  French  territories.  The  fieur  de  Villiers, 
brother  to  Jumonville,  was  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  commifiion,  and  this  was  the 
fole  purport  of  the  inftruclions  which  were 
given  him. ,  It  was  even  exprefly  recommend- 
ed to  him,  to  offer  no  violence,  if  the,  Englifh 
would  think  proper  to  retire. 

He  fetout  the  28th  of  June,  from  fort  du 
Quefne,  and  after  having  paffed  through  the 
place  where  the  murder  had  been  committed, 
and  where  the  bodies  of  the  French  were  ftill 
to  be  feen,  he  arrived  the  3d.  of  July  with- 
in fight  of  the  fort  of  Necefiity".  The  Englifh, 
who  had  fallied  out,  returned  in  again  after 
they  had  made  their  difcharge.  The  fort  was 
immediately  inverted  and  attacked.  The  fire 
was  very  hot,  but  the  fieur  de  Villiers  caufed 
it  to  ceafe  towards  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
in  order  to  propofe  to  the  Englifh,  that  they 
would  avoid  an  affault,  which  miift  have  ex- 
pofrd  them,  in  fpite  of  the  French  themfelves, 
to  the  cruel  treatment  of  the  Savages. 

His  propofal  was  accepted,  and  the  capi- 
tulation drawn.  The  French  would  make  no. 
prifoners,  becaufe  they  did  not  confider  them- 
felves as  at  War.  They  contented  themfelves 
with.infifting  on  thofe  men  being  returned 
them,  who  had  been  part  of  the  efcort  of  the 
fieur  de  Jumonville.  Major  Wa'fhington 
engaged  himfelf  to  fend  them  back  to  fort  du 
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Quefne,  and  gave  hofiages,  as  pledges  of  the 
performance  of  his  promife.  As  to  theEnglifh, 
they  had  leave  to  march  out  with  one  piece  of 
cannon,*  and  all  their  effects.  They  themfelves 
acknowl  edged,  by  the  firft  article  of  this  capi- 
tulation, that  the  French  had  no  other  deflgn 
than  co  avenge  the  murder  of  a  French  officer, 
who  was  ;he  bearer  of  a  melfage. 

The  fort,  being  evacuated  in  confequence  of 
this  capitulation,  was  deflroyed  by  the  French; 
who  returned,  with  their  two  hoflages,  to  fort 
du  Quefne. 

However,  this  convention,  to  which  feveri 
or  eight  hundred  men  owed  their  prefervation, 
remained  unexecuted  on  the  part  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  ;  never  did  the  prifoners  return  to  fort  du 
Quefne;  out  of  twenty  two,  which  was  their 
number,  {even  have,  been  fent  to  England, 
where  they  arrived  feverally  after  having  ex- 
perienced the  moft  ihocking  treatment ;  here 
they  implored  the  afiiftance  of  the  duke  of 
Mirepoix,  who  fent  them  to  France  at  the 
king's  expencej  as  to  the  others,  their  fate  is 
{till  a  miilery  ;  'tis  poffible  alfo,  the  detention 
of  thefe  priloners  might  have  been  a  confe- 
quence of  Engliih  fineffe.  .The  French,  hatj 
they  been  returned,  would  not  have  failed 
fending  immediately  back  the  hoflages ;  but 
thefe  perfons  were  all  the  time  labouring  hi 
their  vocation  ;  and  their  flay  at  fort  du  Quefns 
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was  productive  of  too  great  advantages  to  the 
Englifh,  for  them  to  think  ferioully  of  their 
removal. 

The  hoftages,  whofe  names  were  Jacob 
d'Ambraan,  and  Robert  Stobo,  were  a  couple 
of  very  expert  and  finifhed  fpies,  who  con- 
trived a  method  to  keep  up  a  regular  corref- 
pondence  with  the  Englifh  generals.  Among 
the  papers,  which  came  into  the  pofTeffion  of 
the  French,  after  the  battle  of  the  9th  of  July 
1 75 5,  were  the  letters  whichRobertStobo,  one 
of  the  hoftages,  wrote  to  major  Wafhington. 
That  of  the  28  th  of  July,  to  which  is  annexed 
an  exact  plan  of  fort  du  Quefne,  of  his  own 
drawing,  is  very  well  worth  reading  ;f  a  very 
juft  account  istherein  given  by  this  fpy  of  the 
fituation  in  which  the  French  were  at  that 
time,  their  number,  and  their  ftrength.  He 
points  out  the  very  moment  in  which  the 
Englifh  might  form  an  attack  on  the  fort,  and 
the  mod  certain  method  they  could  take  to 
become  matters  of  it;  but  what  is  moft  Angu- 
larly obfervable  in  this  letter,  is  the  teftimo- 
ny  which  this  man,  tho'  burfting  with  rage 
againfl:  the  French,  was  forced  to  give  of  their 
pacific  difpofitions. 

The  Englifh  were  very  far  from  entertain- 
ing fuch  fentimentsj  major  Wafhington  for- 
med no  more  enterprifes,  but  it  was  becaufe 
be  was  not  fumciently  ftrong;  however,  from 
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their 


(25   ) 

that  very  time,  all  the  forces  of  the  Engliili 
colonies  were  in  motion,  in  order  to  execute 
their  plan  of  a  general  invafion  of  Canada, 
This  plan  was  drawn  up,  and  fettled  in  Lon- 
don, at  a  time,  when  the  Englim"  commif- 
faries  of  Paris,  feemed  very  bufy  in  their  en- 
deavours to  concur  with  thofe  of  the  king, 
in  a  plan  of  reconciliation. 

The  facts  which  we  are  going  to  relate, 
deferve  the  moil  ferious  attention,  we  publifh 
them  with  reluctance,  but  our  concern  for 
truth,  makes  fuch  a  flep  unavoidable  :  more- 
over, it  is  become  neceiTary,  that  Europe  now 
threatened  with  a  bloody  war,  be  made  ac- 
quainted, at  laft,  with  the  true  authors  of  a 
rupture,  the  cpnfequence  of  which,  cannot 
be  other  wife  than  fatal. 

So  early  as  the  28th  of  Auguft,  1753,  the 
king  ofcEngland  had  fent  to  the  different  go- 
vernors of  the  Engliih  colonies,  orders  rela- 
tive to  the  manner  in  which  they  were  to  be- 
have themfelves  towards  the  French.  Asthefe 
orders  cannot  be  produced,  there  is  no  judg- 
ing of  their  contents,  but,  by  the  conduct  of 
the  Englifh  in  their  confequence. 

All  we  can  can  collect:  towards  clearing  up 
this  dark  affair,  from  his  Britannkk  majefly's 
indructioris,  found  among  the  papers  of  gene- 
ral Braddock,  is,  that  this  prince  exhorts  the 
governors  to  act  in  concert^  in  order,  to  car- 
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*y  into  execution,   a  fettled  and   deliberate 
fcheme. 

The  3d  of  July,  1754,  new  orders  were  if- 
fued  by  his  Britannick  majefty ;  who,  in  order 
to  their  execution,  caufed  a  remittance  of 
1 0,000  L  fterling,  to  be  fent  to  the  governor 
of  Virginia,  and  leave  to  draw  upon  England 
for  1 0,000 1.  more. 

The  25th  and  26th  of  October,  1754,  and 
the  4th  of  November,  of  the  fame  year,  the 
king  of  England,  fent  new  letters  to  the  gor 
vernors  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  containing 
plans  of  military  operations  :  this  appears  from 
one  of  general  Braddocks  inftructions,  in 
which  he  is  authorifed  to  call  for  thefe  let- 
ters,  and  to  act  accordingly  *, 

All  thefe  fteps  could  not  be  taken,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  difputes  which  had  happened 
on  the  Ohio,  inasmuch  as  it  was  impoiiible 
to  have  had,  at  that  time,  any  knowledge  of 
them  in  London. 

Here  then,  we  fee  a  plan  formed,  and  ope- 
rations directed  by  authority  j  but  of  what  na- 
ture were  thefe  operatiu  :s  ?  This  is  the  im- 
portant point,  we  are  now  to  proceed  to  exa- 
mine into? 

In  the  "month  of  September,  1 754,  colonel 
Braddock  was  appointed  by  his  Britannick 
majefty,  generaliffimo  of  ail  the  troops  which 

*  See  original  Papers,  No.  xi. 
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Were  in,  or  to  be  fent  to  North- America. 
Thefe  embarkations,  which  alarmed  France, 
were  then  preparing  in  Ireland.  We  mail 
fee  by  and  by,  if  thefe  ligns  of  diffidence  were 
not  well  founded. 

Commodore  Keppel  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  jleet,  intended  to  favour  the  opera- 
tions by  land,  and  when  the  veffels  were 
ready  for  failing,  the  king  of  England  caufed 
to  be  drawn  up,  an  inftruclion,  addreffed  to 
general  Braddock,  confifting  of  thirteen  ar- 
ticles. This  he  figned  at  St.  James's,  the 
25th  of  November. 

As  this  inftruclion  refers  to  the  orders  pre- 
vioufly  given  to  the  governors  of  the  Englifh 
colonies,  it  does  not  defcend  to  a  circumftan- 
tial  detail  of  the  operations  with  which  this  ge- 
neral was  intrufted  :  however  it  appears  from 
the  tenor  of  it,  that  he  was  charged  with  the 
execution  of  apian,  in  doing  which  he  was  to 
act  in  concert  not  only  with  Mr.  Keppel,  but 
alfo  with  the  governors  of  the  colonies  :  and 
moreover,  that  this  plan  contained  a  feries  of 
military  expeditions  of  which  he  was  to  give 
an  account  to  the  minifter,  whofe  province  it 
was  to  fend  him  from  time  to  time  orders 
that  were  of  a  more  ample  nature. 

The  Duke  of  C • d,  to  whom  in  all 

likelihood,   his  Britannick  majeffy  had    left 

the  care  of  arranging  the  different  parts  of 

the  general  plan,   ordered  inftructions  of  a, 
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more  particular  nature  to  be  addrefled  to  ge- 
neral Braddock:  thefe  inftructions  are  con- 
tained in  a  long  letter  written  to  him  in  his 
royal  highnefs's  name  by  colonel  Nappier, 
and  which  was  dated  the  fame  day,  being 
the  25th  of  November  1754  j  this  letter, 
well  worth  attending  to,  prefents  us  with  a 
regular  difpofition  of  all  the  military  opera- 
tions which  had  been  long  before  concerted 
at  the  court  of  London  ;  our  faying,  long  be- 
jore  will  not  appear  extraordinary  £0  who- 
ever will  coniider,  that  colonel  Nappier  fets 
out  with  recalling  to  general  Braddock's  mind, 
who  was  then  in  Ireland,  that  the  inftruc- 
tions  which  he  was  going  to  commit  to  pa- 
per, are  but  the  refult  of  thofe  which  his 
royal  highnefs  had  given  to  that  general  in 
his  feveral  conferences  and  converfations  with 
him. 

We  fhall  not  here  defcend  into  particulars' 
with  regard  to  the  contents  of  this  inftruc- 
tion :  it  reflects  more  honour  on  the  genius 
of  the  general,  than  it  does  on  the  intentions 
of  the  prince  in  whofe  name  it  is  wrote.  It 
appears  from  this  authentic  piece,  that  a  re- 
folution  of  a  general  invafion  of  Canada  v/as 
moft  certainly  taken  fo  early  as  the  month  of 
November  1754,  and  very  probably  feveral 
months  before ;  and  that  the  means  of  i'ecurin'g 
its  fuccefs  were  determined  on,  andprefcribed 
to  the  feveral  commanders,  whofe  combined 
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operations  were  all  to  be  directed  to  the  fame 
end.     It  'appears,  that  general  Braddock  was 
to  take  fort  Du  Quefne,  thence  he  was  to 
move  farther  to  Niagara,  which  he  was  like- 
wife  to  make  himfelf  matter  of ;  that  Crown 
Point  was  to  be  attacked  and  carried  by  the 
nationals ;  laflly,  that  colonel  Lawrence  was 
to  poffefs  himfelf  of  the  fort  of  Beau  Sejour 
in  the  Ifthmus,  and  that  all  thefe  operations 
were  to  be  feconded  and  favoured  by  the 
motions  of  the  fleet.     The  conquered  pro- 
vinces were   then  to  be  protected  by  fome 
forts  which  was  refolved,  were  to  be  erected, 
and  the  troops,  after  a  campaign,  (the  opera- 
tions of  which  were  fo  well  linked  J  were  to  be 
cantoned  in  places  where  they  could  readily 
join  and  affiit  each  other  undoubtedly  in  ex- 
ecuting the  remaining  part  of  the   general 
plan,  and  thofe  orders  of  a  more  ample  na- 
ture which  the  General  was  made  to  expect. 
While  the  Britifh  M -y  laboured  at'  no- 
thing more  than  impofmg  on  the  court  of 
France,  by  negcciating  in  the  ftrongeff.  manner, 
their  defire  of  preferving  the  peace.     General 
B    dddck  in  concert  with  admiral  Keppel,  colo- 
nel  ! Ohirley,  and  the  governors  of  the  Englifh 
clonics  were  exerting  thernfelves  in  America  in 
warlike  preparations.     The  account  which  we 
are  going  to  give  of  his  operations  has  been 
taken  from  the  very  letters  of.  this  general. 
Thefe  letters  and  the  memorials,  which,  du- 
ring: 
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ring  that  time,  were  delivered  to  the  French 
ambaffador  at  London,  and  of  which  no  no- 
tice will  be  taken  till  we  have  done  with  what 
was  tranfa&ed  in  America  from  the  arrival  of 
general  Braddock,  exhibit  a  contraft  of  a  very 
extraordinary  nature 

This  general  landed  at  Williamfburg,  capi- 
tal of  Virginia,  in  the  month  of  February 
1755 1 .  All  the  governors  of  the  Englifh  pro- 
vinces had  received  their  orders  before.  The 
chief  orders  related  to  the  railing  of  troops  and 
money  j  a  common  fund  was  to  be  amgned 
towards  the  expence  of  a  campaign  of  this  im- 
portance ;  as  for  the  reft,  they  were  directed 
to  execute  the  general's  orders,  whofe  military 
talents  deferved  to  be  employed  in  a  better 
caufe. 

At  Williamfburgh,  he  met  fir  John  St. 
Clair,  by  whom  he  was  informed  of  the  dif- 
poiition  of  the  colonies,  and  the  fituation  of 
the  troops.  The  independent  companies  of 
ft ew- York,  were  in  a  very  forry  condition. 
And,  as  to  the  provinces,  thofe  of  Penfylvania 
and  Maryland,  were  ftill  very  backward  in 
furnifhing  their  contingents  :  thefe  provinces 
had  received  no  caufe  of  complaint  from  their 
French  neighbours  5  and  they  were  not  in- 
clined to  break  a  harmony  beneficial  to  their 
own  trade.     The  orders  of  theJBritifh  court, 
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and  the  letters,  which  the  general  wrote  on 
his  arrival,  met  with  more  fucceis  among  the 
other  colonies.  This  gentleman,  with  a  view 
to  accelerate  the  money  fupplies,  promifed 
the  feveral  colonies  to  be  perfonally  accoun- 
table to  them  for  the  employment  of  them. 
M.  Dinwiddie,  governor  of  Virginia,  had  al- 
ready fucceeded,  in  railing  20,000  1.  fterling; 
his  example  raifed  the  emulation  of  the  other 
governors.  The  anemblies  of  the  colonies 
were  ordered  to  meet  the  May  following. 

General  Braddock  appointed  Alexandria 
to  be  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  troops 
of  Virginia,  and  Maryland;  and,  inffead  of 
cautioning  thofe  he  had  brought  with  him 
from  Europe,  agreeable  to  his  nrft  dengn, 
he  directed  the  transports  to  go  up  the  river 
Potomac,  and  to  land  them  at  Alexandria, 
where  they  were  to  encamp  *. 

He  took  care  at  the  fame  time,  that  there 
mould  be  pofts  at  proper  places,  in  order  to 
keep  up  a  fafe  correfpondence  between  the 
army,  and  the  towns  of  Philadelphia,  Anna- 
polis in  Maryland,  and  Williamfburgh  :  but, 
as  there  was  no  forage  to  be  had  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  mountains,  before  the  end  of  April, 
the  commencement  of  the  attack  was  poft- 
poned  till  then. 

No  time  was  mifpent  in  the  interim.  The 
generals  firft  ftep  was  to  lock  up  all  the  har- 

*  See  original  Papers.  No.  13. 
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bours, c  So  as,  fays  he, '  no  provisions  could  pof- 
'  fibly  come  to  the  enemy  f,'  to  this  advantage 
was  Superadded,  that  of  fecrecy,  which  was 
obferved  the  whole  time  of  recruiting,  while 
the  artillery  was  providing,  and  magazines 
prepared,  flocked  with  all  kinds  of  neceSTary 
flores.  General  Braddock,  and  Commodore 
Keppel  communicated  conSlantly  to  each  o- 
ther,  their  views  and  their  projects.  Some 
pieces  of  cannon,  of  which  the  land  army  had 
not  a  fufficient  number,  were  Supplied  by  the 
latter  ;  and,  thefe  two  fo  neceffiry  men,  never 
difagreed,  but  in  one  Single  article,  viz*  The. 
manner  in  which  the  French,  who  they  were. 
aim  oil  fure,  would  fall  into  their  hands,  were 
to  be  ufed.  The  orders  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, had  been  to  embark  them  all,  and  trans- 
port them  to  France.  M.  Keppel,  who  was 
informed  of  this  refolution,  only  by  general 
Braddock,  was  of  opinion,  die  enterprize  was 
of  too  delicate  a  nature  for  him  to  be  concerned, 
in.  This  excepted,  the  directions  of  the  court 
were  extremely  well  complied  withj  but,  die 
real  intent  of  the  nation  was  doubtful.  Com- 
modore Keppel  would  glad)y  have  it  in  his 
power  to  jufiify  himfelf  to  the  nation,  in  cafe 
it  •fhould  disapprove  of  fteps  fo  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  nations.  He  inSifled,  therefore, 
on  receiving  poSitive  orders  from  the  ge^- 
neral, 
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As  the  troops  cjefened  for  the  invafion  of 
Canada  could  not  be  encreafed  to  too  great  a 
number  :  on  the  one  hand,  letters  were  fent  to 
the  governors,  with  orders  to  receive  all  the 
French  deferters,  to  enlift  them,  and  have  thein 
fupplied  with  every  thing  they  mould  defire : 
on  the  other,  it  was  induftrioufly  reported 
among  the  Ohio  favages,  that  the  Englim  had 
no  other  view,  but  to  protect  them  from  the 
encroachments  of  the  French  ;  and  the  pro- 
vincial governors  were  not  wanting  in  their- 
exhortations,  that  they  would  meet  at  Wills's- 
Creek,  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia.  But  it  may 
be  laid,  that  in  general,  the  Englim  have  re- 
ceived little  affiftance  from  thefe  people.  They 
were  not  better  affifted  by  the  Iroquois.  It 
appears  by  general  Braddock's  letters,  that  of 
all  the  Five  Nations,  («)  the  Anies  were  the 
only,  who  gave  them  any  inflances  of  attach- 
ment. 

To  proceed :  in  order  to  prevail  on  the 
favages  to  take  arms  againft  the  French,  and 
ravage  their  colonies,  was  one  of  the  fub- 
jects,  deliberated  in  the  grand  council  held  at 
Alexandria,  towards  the  middle  of  April. 
Colonel  Shirley,  then  governor  of  New-Eng- 
land, arrived  in  diat  city  the  i  -Jth,  in  company 
with  the  other  governors,  and  colonel  Johniba, 
who  of  all  the  Englim  officers,  was.  bell  ac- 
quainted wittathe  genius  of  the  favages,  and 

(a)  See  original  Papers,  No.  13, 

F  the 


(  34) 

"the  beft  manner  of  negotiating  with  them- 
Mr.  Shirley,  if  we  are  to  give  credit  to  colonel 
Nappier's  inftru&ions,  was  fitter  for  the  cabi- 
net than  a  command.  However,  he  had 
then  erected  a  fort,  with  an  armed  force, 
on  the  territories  of  France,  near  the  fource 
of  the  river  Nourentfouac,  which  is  about 
thirty  leagues  from  Quebeck.  This  expedition 
undoubtedly  was  what  recommended  him  to 
the  friendship  of  the  general,  who  ever  after 
gave  him  diftinguifhing  proofs  of  his  regard, 
fo  as  may  be  immediately  feen,  by  his  entru  fl- 
ing him,  with  one  of  the  moil  important 
commands.  He  had  already  an  interview 
with  him  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  where 
they  had,  in  all  likelihood  fettled  together, 
fome  of  the  points,  which  were  afterwards 
propofed  to  the  consideration  of  the  general 
council  at  Alexandria.  The  minutes  of  the  re- 
folutions  taken  in  this  council,  were  fent  to  Mr 
Thomas  Robinfon,  fecretary  of  flate,  in  a 
letter  which  the  general  wrote  him,  the  1 9  th 
of  April.  We  are  told  in  this  letter,  that  the 
plan  of  that  campaign's  operations  was  here 
finally  fettled.  They  l'eemed  linked  together 
in  fo  mailerly  a  manner,  that  Mr.  Bradd-xk 
feared  not  to  fay,  the  fuccefs  of  one  of  t!:  m 
enfured  that  of  all  the  reft,  (b)  He  might  have 
fpoke  tJuth :  in  as  much  as  the  ill  fuccefs  of  one, 
occafioned  the  failure  of  all  the  others.     For 

(l>)  Letter  of  April  19,  1754,  original  Papers,  No.  13. 
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the  red,  we  will  here  prefent  the  reader  with 
the  different  parts  of  the  project,  fuch  as  they 
were  fettled  and  agreed  to,  in  the  aflembly. 

i.  It  was  refolved,  that  agreeable lo  a  plan 
concerted  between  Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr.  Law- 
rence, governor  of  Acadia,  before  tranfmitted 
to  the  court  of  London,  colonel  Mon&on 
fhould  be  directed  to  attack  without  lofs  of 
time,  the  French  forts  towards  Acadia.  The 
necefTary  orders  for  this  expedition  were  im- 
mediately difpatched  him. 

2.  It  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Johnfon,  with  a 
body  of  troops  of  about  four  thou!  and  and  four 
hundred  men,  raifed  in  the  northern  provinces, 
mould  furprife  fort  Frederick,  and  make  him- 
felf  mailer  thereof. 

3 .  That  Mr.  Shirley  with  his  own,  and  Pep- 
perel's  regiments,  ihould  take  upon  himfelf  the 
attack  of  the  fort  of  Niagara  ;  that  he  fhould 
have  a  iufficient  number  of  Battoes  to  trani- 
port  his  troops  and  artillery  by  lake  Ontario, 
alid  that  a  iufficient  reinforcement  fhould  be 
fent  to  the  garrifon  of  Oiwego  :  which  was  in- 
tended to  affift  him  if  necefTary,  and  to  facili- 
tate his  retreat  in  cafe  of  a  defeat 

4.  Befides  the  attack  on  fort  Frederick,,  co- 
lonel Johnfton  was  entmfted  with  an  important 
negociation  with  the  Iroquois :  whom  to  de- 
termine to  a  war  was  absolutely  refolved  on. 
General  Braddock  was  not  ignorant  how  for- 
midable thofe  barbarians  prove  to  the  nation 
which  they  confider  as  in  enmity.  He  gave  Mr 
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Johnfon  fpeeches  ready  prepared,  ( r)  and  2000 
ljvres  which  were  to  be  employed  in  pre- 
fents. 

5.  There  now  remained  but  the  expedition 
which  the  General  referved  for  himfelf :  it 
has  been  but  too  well  known  by  its  ill  fuccefs. 
It  was  refolved  that  he  mould  let  out  for  Fre- 
derick's town  the  20th  of  April,  from  whence 
he  was  to  proceed  to  the  mountains :  where  it 
was  fuppoied  he  mould  arrive  about  the  begin-? 
ning  of  May  ;  fo  as  to  be  able  to  complete,  in 
the  month  of  June,  the  execution  of  his  in- 
tended plan  on  the  Ohio. 

Such  was  neither  more  nor  lefs>the  plan  which 
was  by  it  intended,  than  to  open  all  the  avenues 
of  Canada  to  the  Englifh,  and  to  make  them 
mailers  of  the  river  St.  Laurence :  each  com- 
mander knew  both  his  particular  deitination,and 
the  relation  which  his  commimon  had  with  all 
thofe,  which  were  to  be  executed  at  the  fame 
time.  The  onlybufinefs  now  was  by  accelerating 
the  invafion.  And  to  take  the  French  unawares. 
General  Braddock,  who  had  fpent  the  laft 
days  of  April,  and  the  firft  of  May  at  Fre- 
derick's Town,  arrived  at  Fort  Cumberland 
the  10th  of  May;  to  which  place  the  whole 
army  came  up  the  1 7th,  after  a  very  laborious 
march  of  twenty-feven  days.  This  army  a- 
mounted  only  to  2000  effective  men.  And,  in- 
deed,   its  bufinefs  only,   was    the  taking  of 

(c)  See  No.  13. 
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Fort  du  Quefne :  after  which  it  was  to  reinforce 
the  body  of  troops  commanded  by  Mr.  Shirley, 
before  Niagara. 

Mr.    Braddock   feems    not   to   have   been 
wanting  at  this  time  in  ferious  reflections  on 
the  difficulties  of  his  undertaking  ;  his  uncaii- 
nefs  appears  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Robin.- 
fon  on  the  5th  of  June,  where  he  complains 
of  the  want  of  zeal  in  the  colonies  to  fecond 
him,  of  the  dangers  he  was  expofed  to,  and 
the  expence  he  was  obliged  to  be  at  in  tranf- 
porting  artillery  and  ammunition  into  coun- 
tries   hitherto    uninhabited,     and    unknown 
to   the   inhabitants  themfelves;  (d)    he  was 
(till  at  fort  Cumberland  when  he  wrote  this 
letter.    He  fet  out  from  thence  towards  the  end 
of  June,   and  the  unfortunate  event  of  the 
battle  fought  the  9th  of  July,  which   put  an 
end  to  his  life,  an4  his  proje&s,   is  already 
well  known. 

Colonel  Johnfon,  fet  out  immediately  af- 
ter the  breaking  up  of  the  afTembly  at  Alex- 
andria, in  order  to  execute  on  his  part, 
the  commifiion  which  he  was  entrufled  with. 
He  fpent  the  beft  part  of  the  month  of  May 
among  the  Mohawk  Indians,  and  in  continual 
endeavours  to  animate  them  to  a  war.  Nothing 
was  omitted  that  could  make  the  French  appear 
pdious:  but  neither  calumnies  nor  prefents 
were  attended  with  that  fuccefs  which  the  En- 

(d)  $ee  original  Papers,  No.  14. 

glifb 


{ 38 ; 

glim  flattered  themfelves  with.  It  was  at- 
tempted in  vain  to  make  the  Anies  believe  that 
the  French  had  pofTeffed  tLcmfelves  of  feveral 
lands  v/hicn  were  the  property  nc  r  of  England 
(for  he  dared  not  ventre  fo  far)  but  the  In- 
dians in  their  alliance.  T hefe  people  who  have 
more  penetration*  than  they  are  generally  fup- 
pcfed  to  have,  were  not  the  dupes  of  this 
Speech  :  however,  in  return,  they  paid  a  great 
many  com pHmenfs  3  but  refufed  to  come  to  any 
refolutio?;.  on  ]  reJence  that  this  point  rauft  be 
previouiiy  canvafied  in  a  general  afiembly  of 
the  .  is.     On  the  ether  hand,  the  ipeeches 

of  Colonel  JohpfoJi  and  the  Indian  chiefs  are 
fufficient  evidence,  that  tbefe  people  do'  not 
acknowledge  the  Engbfh  to  have  any  right  to 
dictate  laws  to  them.  Beth  nations  treat  each 
other  as  equals.  The  Iroqucis,  who  betrayed 
little  or  no  difpoiition  at  that  time  to  enter  into 
an  alliance  with  England,  are  become  irrecon- 
cilable enemies,  fince  thole  imprudent  procla- 
mations, by  which  the  Englifh  commanders 
appointed  rewards  for  their  fcalps. 

During  this  important  negociation,  Colo-* 
nel  johnfon  had  his  thoughts  bent  on  the 
future  attack  of  Crown-point.  The  5th  of 
May  he  wrote  to  the  governors,  from  whom 
he  was  to  receive  fupplies  of  men  and  artillery. 
(e)  We  have  a  proof  in  this  letter,  on  the  one 
hand,  of  a  refolution  having  been  taken  to  bom- 

(e)  See  original  Papers,  No.  15. 
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bard  the  fort ;  on  the  other,  that  the  Englifh 
flattered  themfelves  they  might  make  their 
appearance  before  the  place  e're  the  French 
could  have  any  fufpicion  of  their  project.  We 
mult,  lays  he,  be  very  quick  in  our  prepara- 
tions, in  order  that  our  march  be  not  retarded, 
by  which  the  enemy  might  be  confirmed  in 
their  fufpicion  of  an  attack:  if  unfortunately 
they  mould  be  apprifed  of  it. 

Every  thing  being  ready;  on  the  fide  of 
Acadia,  for  the  execution  of  the  attack,  on  the 
torts  of  the  Ifthmus,  Colonel  Monckton  began, 
with  iiluing  the  3d  of  May,  in  the  name  of 
governor  Lawrence,  a  proclamation*  directing 
all  and  every  the  inhabitants  of  the  French 
territories  beyond  the  Iflhmus,  to  repair  to  the 
Englifh  camp,  where  they  were  to  bring  all  their 
arms,  if)  This  was  certainly  that  fame  coun- 
try with  refpect  to  which  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty  had,  (even  fince  the  erected  forts,  Eng- 
lifh as  well  as  French ,)  engaged  his  formal 
promife,  that  no  innovation  mould  take  place 
till  the  commilTaries  did  come  to  a  determina- 
tion. Colonel  Monckton  the  1 6th  and  17111 
of  June  following  bombarded  and  took  the 
ports  of  Beaufejour  and  Gaipereau. 

We  are  now  come  down  to  that  period 
wherein  the  rupture  broke  out  between  both 
courts.  It  would  have  happened  much  fonner, 
had  the  court  of  France  had  earlier  informa,- 

{/)  See  original  Papers,  No.  16. 

tions 


(40  ) 

tions  of  his  Britannick  Majefty's  refolutions  I 
but  at  the  very  time  that  this  plan  of  invafion, 
concerted  before  the  year  1754,  was  carrying 
into  execution  in  America,  the  Britim  miniftry 
were  buiy  in  their  endeavours  to  amufe  France, 
by  the  means  of  negociations.  War  was  carry- 
ing on  beyond  the  feas  :  while  people  in  Eu- 
rope, were  folely  taken  up  with  a  fyftem  of 
pacification,  and  proper  methods  to  prevent  a 
rupture,  on  which  England  was  already  deter- 
mined. 

The  fole  view  of  England  in  this  negocia- 
tion,  of  which  Europe  had  notice,  was  to 
gain  the  time  neceffary  to  carry  into  execution 
at  once,  all  the  parts  of  their  project.  And 
indeed  it  will  foon  appear,  that  the  more  France 
became  tractable,  the  greater  number  of  new 
difficulties  was  raifed  by  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty's  minifters,  in  order  to  elude  a  concilia- 
tion. Till  from  the  letters  of  General  Braddock, 
the  court  of  London  having  no  further  doubt 
about  the  fuccefs,  his  Britannick  Majefty  gave 
exprefs  orders  for  the  carrying  on  openly  a 
war  at  fea,  and  attacking,  without  diftinc- 
tion,  ail  the  King's  mips. 

That  thefe  were  the  views  of  the  Britim 
court,  will  appear  by  a  particular  account  of 
the  negociations  in  which  the  French  mini- 
ilry  were  very  ferioufly  employed  :  and,  in 
which  that  of  Great-Britain  appeared  to  be 
fo,    during  the  nrft  fix  months  of  1755. 

In  the  month  of  January  of  this  year,  his 
Majefty  being  defirous  to  prevent  the  confe- 
rences 
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quences  of  the  differences  arifen  between  the 
French  and  the  Englifh  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio,  the  caufe  of  which  as  has  been  above 
feen,  could  have  been  laid  to  the  charge  of 
the  latter  only,  had  given  in  to  the  court  of 
London  by  the  hands  of  the  Duke  deMirepoix 
•a  memorialcoinciding  with  thefe  intentions. 

In  this  memorial  a,  which  is  of  the  1 5th 
of  January,  it  was  propofed  by  the  King  to  his 
Britannick  Majefry,  that,  previous  to  any  exa- 
mination into  the  grounds  and  circumftances  of 
this  quarrel,  pofitive  orders  mould  be  fent  to 
the  refpective  governors,  inhibiting  hencefor- 
ward any  new  encroachment  or  hoftile  act ; 
and  that  they  fhould  be  even  directed  to  re- 
eftablifh,  without  delay,  matters  on  the  terri- 
tories fituated  towards  the  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
on  the  fame  footing  that  they  were,  or  ought 
to  have  been,  on  or  before  the  late  war. 

The  King  defiled  at  the  fame  time,  that 
their  refpective  pretentions  to  dais  territoryiliould 
be  referred  amicably  to  the  commirTaries ;  and 
that  in  order  to  remove  all  apprehenfions,  his 
Britannick  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  explain 
hifnfelf  openly,  with  refpect  to  the  deftmation 
and  motives  of  the  armament  which  had  been 
made  in  Ireland. 

Had  this  propofal  been  accepted,  the  fort 
Du  Quefne,  which  the  General  was  ordered 
to  attack,  would  have  been  deftroyed  by  the 

«  See  original  Papers    No.  1. 
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French  themfelves,  and  the  commiffaries  ©f 
both  nations,  would  have  canvafled  in  an  ami- 
cable manner,  the  titles  and  poifeflions  of  both 
crowns. 

An  anfwer  to  this  memorial  was  delivered  to 
the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  the  2  2d  of  January 
1755  b.  This  anfwer  is  compofed  of  two 
parts ;  and  though  the  firft  appears  fomewhat 
captious,  yet  the  fecond  was  free  from  any 
fort  of  double  meaning  -,  and  ought  to  have 
been  fufficient  to  quiet  the  apprehenfions  of 
the  court  of  France  with  regard  to  the  arma- 
ment in  Ireland. 

1.  His  Britannick  Majefty  defires,  that  the 
poffeffion  of  the  territory  towards  the  river  Ohio, 
may  be  re-eftablifhed  on  the  fame  footing  it  was 
on,  at  the  conclufion  of  the.peace  of  Utrecht ; 
and  agreeable  to  the  itipulations  of  that  treaty. 
He  infills  likewife  on  the  fame  regulation  with 
regard  to  all  the  other  poffemons  of  North 
America  j  and  confents,  after  a  compliance 
with  thefe  preliminary  conditions,  to  enter 
into  a  negociation  concerning  the  propereft 
methods  of  inftruc~ting  the  refpective  governors; 
and  forbidding  them  all  new  acls  of  violence ; 
and  that  the  pretentions  on  each  fide  may  be 
iiibmitted  to  be  expeditiouily  and  finally  dif- 
cuiTed,  and  amicably  ad]ufte4,  by  the  miniilers 
of  the  reipeclive  courts. 

b  See  original  Papers,  No.  2. 
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2  His  Britannick  Majefty  declares,  that 
the  defence  of  his  rights  and  pofTeffions,  and 
the  protection  of  his  fubjecls  have  been  the 
only  motive  of  the  armament  that  had  been 
fent  to  North  America  j  which  was  done  with- 
out any  intent  to  give  offence  to  any  power 
whatfoever,  or  commit  any  act  that  might 
interrupt  the  general  peace. 

It  was  hard  to  conceive  how  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  could  be  made  a  handle  of,  to  fettle 
the  rights  of  either  nation,  on  the  Ohio ;  or  how 
it  was  poilible  to  require,  as  a  previous  ftep  to 
every  negociation,  that  the  other  territories  in 
difpute  mould  be  re-eftahlifhed  in  the  fame  ftate 
they  were  in,  at  the  conclusion  of  this  treaty  ^ 
and  agreeably  to  the  ftipulations  therein  con- 
tained. 

At  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  France 
had  the  pofTemon  :  whereas  it  was  France 
made  conceptions.  As  to  the  extenfivenefs 
of  this  ceffion,  and  the  fenfe  in  which  the 
ftipulations  of  the  treaty  were  to  be  under- 
ftood,  that  was  the  very  point  agreed  on  to  be 
fubmitted  to  the  decifion  of  the  comrnnTaries. 
And  the  King  of  England  had  engaged  his 
word,  that  there  mould  be  no  innovation,  till 
they  came  to  a  decifion. 

It  was  therefore  that  the  court  of  France 
ftill  infifted  on  its  firft  demand  3  and  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  gave  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty afiu ranees  of  the  confidence,  which  it 
repofed  in  the  fincerity  of  his  declaration,  it 
G  z  was 


was  made  appear,  in  a  reply  delivered  to  the 
court  of  London,  the  6th  of  February,  that 
the  medium  propofed  by  his  Majefty  was  the 
only  expedient  that  could  prevent  fome  difa- 
greeable  troubles.     This  method  was  proved 
to  be  agreeable  to  the  engagements  contracted 
by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle ;  to  the  mea- 
fures  taken  flnce  that  aera,  and  the  terms  de- 
manded by  England  itfelf,  in  1750  and  1751. 
And  indeed  whereas  the  object  of  the  com- 
miffion  agreed  to  by  the  court  of  London,  was 
to  determine  the  fenfe  of  the  articles  XII.  and 
XIII.  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  execution 
of  thefe  articles,  could  not  be  confidered  as  the 
bafis  of  the  negociation.  That  were  making  a 
principle  of  conduct:,  and  a  certain  rule  of  the 
very  queftion,  that  was  fubmitted  to  the  decifion 
of  commiffaries. 

It  was  therefore  propofed  by  his  Majefty  ; 
ift,  That  orders  mould  be  fent  by  both  kings 
to  the  refpective  governors,  to  forbear  all  acts 
of  violence  and  every  new  enterprize, 

2.  That  matters  Ihould  be  reftored  to  the 
fame  ftate  in  which  they  were,  or  ought  to 
have  been  in,  before  the  late  war,  all  over 
North  America  -y  agreeable  to  the  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

3.  That,  agreeable  to  the  eighteenth  article 
of  the  fame  treaty,  his  Britannick  majefty 
mould  apprize  the  commirTaries,  fitting  at 
Paris,  of  his  preteniions ;  and  the  foundations 
on  which  they  were  built. 

The* 
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Then,  in  anfwer  to  the  queftion  aiked  bjf 
the  court  of  London  in  its  laft  memorial, 
concerning  the  intent  of  the  armaments 
making  by  his  majefty,  it  was  not  diflembled, 
that  thofe  which  the  Britifh  court  had  itfelf 
given  publick  notice  of  to  all  Europe,  and 
which  it  had  executed  in  part,  had  rendered 
the  precautions  taken  by  France  neceiTary. 

In  fometime  after,  France  condefcended  to 
yield  further  to  difficulties  formed  by  the  court 
of  London.     She  coniented  to  adhere  provi- 
fionaily  to  matters  as  they  flood  immediate- 
ly after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  j  and  the  Duke 
de  Mirepoix  prefented  to  his  Britannick  ma~ 
jetty's  minifters  the  project  of  a  preliminary 
convention  ;   and  there  was  no  doubt  made 
of  the  conditions  proving  acceptable  c.     The 
Imputations  were,  that  both  fovereigns  mould 
agree,  to  fend  orders  for  the  fufpenfion  of  all 
acts  of  violence  on  both  fides :  that  the  French 
and  Englifh  mould,  provifionally,  evacuate  all 
the  country  fituate  between  the  Ohio  and  the 
Apalachian  mountains ;  and  that  they  fhould 
retire,  thofe  to  this  lide  the  mountains,  thele 
to  the  other  fide  the  river.  That  all  this  country 
mould,   during  the  time  of  this  convention, 
be  confidered  as  a  neutral  country,   the  fre- 
quenting which  mould  not  be  allowable  tq 
either  nation  ;  that  things  mould  be  re-efla- 
blifhed  on  the  fame  footing  they  have  beeo, 

c  See  original  Papers,  No.  4, 
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or  ought  to  have  been  on,  fince  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht ;  and  that  all  the  forts,  on  both  fides, 
built,  iihce  that  epoch,  on  the  territories  in 
difpute  mould  be  demolifhed. 

Laftly,  It  was  agreed  by  their  majefties, 
that  they  fhould  caufe  all  the  points  in  difpute 
to  be  canvahed,  and  amicably  fettled,  by  the 
commirlaries  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  with- 
in the  ipa.ce  of  two  years. 

This  was  acquiefcing,  as  we  plainly  fee,  in 
the  propofal  made  by  the  court  of  London, 
in  its  memorial  of  the  2 2d  of  January,  1755. 
The  court  of  France  negociated  with  fo  much 
the  more  confidence,  as  the  king  of  England's 
minifters  had,  very  recently,  given  affurances 
to  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix,  that  the  armaments 
in  Ireland,  and  the  fleet  which  had  failed 
fjom  thence,  were  chiefly  intended  to  main- 
tain fubordination  and  good  order  among-  the 
Englifli  colonies.  • 

Thofe  fame  minifters  who  dreaded  nothing 
fo  much  as  an  accommodation  3  and  who  were 
well  informed  that  at  that  time,  Mr..  Braddock, 
and  all  the  Enghfh  commanders  were  on  their 
march,  were  to  the  laft  degree  furprized  at  fee- 
ing France,  dius  fubmitting,  in  fbme  fort,  to 
their  demands.  They  therefore  refolved  to  al- 
ter the  plan,  they  had  themfelves  propofed; 
and  the  7th  of  March  there  was  delivered,  by 
tlieir  direction,  to  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix,  an- 
other project  of  convention,  .which  they  never 
would  have  tnougnt  of  5'  out  that  they  were 

very 
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very  fenfible  it    was  impoffible  to  agree  to 
ltd. 

It  was  to  be  ftipulated  in  this  convention,  that 
the  two  powers  mould  agree  to  dilpatch  orders 
for  the  ceffation  of  all  ads  of  violence  ;  but 
tliis  was  not  to  take  place  till  fuch  time  as 
the  French  had  fubmitted  to  the  following 
conditions,  i.  That  not  only  the  forts  fitu- 
ated  between  the  Apalachian  mountains  and 
the  Ohio  ;  but  alfo,  all  the  fettlements  fituated 
between  the  Ohio  and  the  river  Ouabache, 
or  of  St.  Jerom,  mould  be  demolifhed  and  de- 
fer oyed.  2.  That  the  forts  on  the  Niagara, 
and  fort  Frederick  on  lake  Champlain,  mould 
be  alfo  rafed;  and  that  the  lakes  Ontario, 
Erie  and  Champlain  mould  belong  to  nobody ; 
but  mould  be  open  to  the  fubjecls  of  both 
crowns  equally, who  might  carry  on  their  trade 
thereon,  without  being  molcfted.  3.  That  a 
definitive  ceflion  mould  be  made  to  England, 
not  only  of  the  part  in  difpute,  of  the  Penin- 
fula,  fituated  to  the  north  of  Acadia,  but  like- 
wife,  of  the  fpace  of  twenty  leagues  from 
fouth  to  north,  in  all  that  extent  of  country  that 
runs  from  the  Pentagoet  river  to  the  Gulph 
of  St.  Laurence,  4.  And  Laftly,  That  all  the 
fouthern  bank  of  the  river-St.  Laurence,  fhouk} 
be  declared  to  be  the  property  of  neither,  and 
fhould  remain  uninhabited... 

d  See  original  Papers,.  No.  5. 
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On  thefe  terms,  his  Britannick  majefty  was 
gracioufly  pleafed,  to  entruft  the  commuTaries 
of  both  nations,  with  the  decifion  of  the  fur- 
plus  of  his  pretenfions. 

Thus  did  the  court  of  London  render  the 
preliminary  negociation  as  long,  and  fubjecl:  to 
as  many  difficulties  as  the  principal  negocia- 
tion. It  was  all  it  wiihed  for :  the  court  of 
France  perceived  that  the  tendency  of  propo- 
fals  fo  widely  different  from  the  nrft,  was  to 
retard  the  concluiion  of  a  preliminary  conven- 
tion ;  it  therefore  infifted  on  the  neceflity  of 
beginning,  previous  to  any  thing  elfe,  with 
ifTuing  orders  refpecltively,  to  prevent  any  fu- 
ture enterprife,  or  act  of  violence.  It  even  pro- 
pofed  that  both  courts  mould  communicate  to 
each  other  mutually  the  orders  which  they  fent 
e  ;  but  to  this,  fo  equitable  propofal,  an  an- 
fwer,  abfolutely  negative,  was  delivered  to  the 
Duke  de  Mirepoix  the  5th  of  April  1755/. 

Nothing  now  was  to  be  done  but  to  impugn 
the  projecl:  of  convention  on  which  the  court 
of  London  infifted.  It  was  no  hard  taik  to 
prove  that  the  preliminary  convention  required 
byEn gland,  begun  by  giving  abfolutely  againft 
France  the  queftion  in  debate;  with  regard  to 
which  his  Britannick  Majefty  had  engaged  his 
formal  promife,that  he  would  abide  by  the  de- 
termination of  the  commiiTaries.  By  this  projecl 
the  French  mull  have  parted  irretrievably  with 

0  See  original  Papers.  No,  6.     /  Na  7, 
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the  trade  of  Canada  by  the  river  St.  John, 
deprived  the  King  of  the  property  of  the  three 
lakes,  which  were  always  coniidered  as 
a  part  of  New  France  :  and  the  river  St. 
Laurence,  which  is  the  center  of  Canada, 
became  the  limits  of  that  colony.  Thefe 
points  were  all  difcuffed  in  a  letter  of  the  13  th 
of  April  1755  #,  by  which  the  French  mi- 
nifter  informed  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  of  his 
majefty's  intentions,  and  his  anfwer  to  the 
project  propofed  by  England.  This  anfwer 
was  no  lefs  than  an  abfolute  refufal  to  clofe 
with  the  fame. 

The  24th  of  April  1755,  the  ministers  of 
London  delivered  to  the  French  ambarTador  a 
fort  of  a  reply  to  this  letter  ;  they  had  received 
then  no  account  of  the  laft  difpofitions  made 
in  America ;  and  in  England,  they  had  no 
certainty  that  all  thefe  operations  which  were 
carefully  concealed,  could  be  carried  at  the 
fame  time  into  execution.  It  became  there- 
fore neceffary  to  fpin  out  ftill  the  negociation 
to  a  fufficient  length.  Wherefore  we  fee 
f  that  in  this  reply  the  court  of  England  com- 
plains of  the  narrow  bounds  which  the  French 
minifters  prefcribe  to  their  reflections  :  it  is 
even  added,  that  this  court  is  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  enter  into  an  examination  of  all  the 
contefted  points,  and  that  in  the  ccurfe  of 
fuch  examination  it  may  poffibly  be  found  out 

$  See  original  Papers,  No.  8.       f  No.  9. 
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in  what  the  moft  effential  differences  confift. 
His  majefty  was  therefore  flill  fatisfied  to 
enter  into  an  examination  and  to  canvafs 
the  points  which  obftructed  the  conclufion  of 
the  preliminary  treaty  *.  AfTurances  of  this 
difpofition  were  given  by  the  Duke  de  Mire- 
poix  to  the  Britifh  miniftry  the  6th  of  May 
1755  j  and  in  a  memorial  which  was  deli- 
vered to  this  ambarTador  the  9th  of  the  faid 
month,  the  court  of  London  affected  to  ex- 
prefs  the  greater!:  fatisfaction  thereat  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  f. 

1 £  'Tis  with  the  greateft  fatisfaction  the  court 
of  Great  Britain  obferves,  by  the  anfwer 
which  his  excellency  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix 
has  delivered  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  the 
6th  of  this  month,  that  not  only  the  court  of 
France  perfifts  in  its  refolution  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace,  but  alfo  that  its  difpofition s 
are  the  fame  with  thofe  which  England  was 
always,  and  is  frill  in,  towards  entering 
without  any  delay,  into  the  examination  and 
amicable  difcuffion  of  all  the  points  in  conteff. 
The  procedure  of  the  court  of  London  in  all 
this  negociation  has  been  fo  candid  and  fo 
full  of  confidence,"  &c. 

'Tis  needlefs  to  take  notice  of  the  date  of 
this  memorial,  eveiy  one  may  compare  it 
with  thofe  of  General  Braddock's  letters,  of 
which  mention  has  been  made  above,  and 

*  See  original  Papers,  No.  10.         t  No.  11. 
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endeavour  to  reconcile  this  candour  and  con- 
fidence, with  the  hoftilities  committed  then 
in  America,  while  the  Britifh  minifters  were 
giving  fuch  conftant,  formal,  and  repeated 
aifurances  to  his  majefly's  ambafiador.  The 
refolution  of  a  rupture  began  to  become 
publick  all  over  London,  with  this  addi- 
tional circumftance,  that  Admiral  Bofcawen, 
who  had  been  juft  gone,  had  orders  to  at- 
tack the  French  vefTels  wherever  he  found 
them.  The  pretended  encroachments  of 
France  were  no  longer  mentioned  as  the  mo- 
tive of  the  war  j  it  was  the  neceflity  of  laying 
hold  on  this  opportunity  to  deflroy  her  com- 
merce, and  put  it  out  of  her  power  to  re- 
eftablifh  her  marine. 

Thefe  reports  were  fo  conftant  and  fo  uni- 
verfal,  that  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  thought 
lit  to  acquaint  his  court  with  them.  This 
he  did,  notwithftanding  the  moft  formal  af- 
furances,  which  the  Britifh  miniftcrs  gave  him 
repeatedly,  of  their  pacific  intentions.  They 
conftantly  repeated  to  him,  that  he  ought  not 
to  give  credit  to  public  reports  or  writings. 
Thefe  fame  minifters  were  not  content  with 
this  •  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  having  fo  early 
as  the  latter  end  of  April,  expreiled  fome  un- 
eafinefs  at  the  deftination  of  Admiral  Bof- 
cawen's  fleet,  and  the  orders  which  were 
given  him ;  they  afTured  him  pofitiveiy  that 
the  En  dim  would  not  begin  firft. 
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'Tis  not  to  be  wondered  that  France  rely- 
ing on  fo  many  appearances  of  good  faith, 
mould  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  her  to 
go  on  with  the  negociation.  The  Englifh 
minifters  never  ventured  on  one  proportion, 
without  giving  plainly  to  underftand  that  they 
had  mil  fomething  in  referve.  The  Duke 
de  Mirepoix  gave  in  therefore,  the  12th  of 
May,  a  memorial  much  more  extenfive  than 
the  former  ones  *,  and  in  which  were  difcuffed 
the  rights  and  in  terefts  of  both  nations,  relative 
to  the  articles  of  the  preliminary  convention, 
with  regard  to  which  they  had  not  hitherto 
been  able  to  come  to  an  agreement. 

The  Englifh  miniftry  having  made  him 
wait  the  remaining  part  of  the  month  of  May 
and  the  firft  days  of  June,  they  returned  an 
aniwer  the  7  th,  and  whoever  obferves  that 
it  was  on  the  8th  of  this  month  Admiral 
Eofcawen  gave  the  fignal  of  an  open  rupture, 
will  be  convinced,  that  this  delay  was  part  of 
the  court  of  London's  plan  of  meafures.  In  this 
anfwer,  which  was  poftponed  with  fo  much 
ikill,  the  miniftry  of  London  renew  the  very 
grounds  of  all  their  pretenlions  on  America  j  we 
are  reminded  of  the  right  derived  to  the  Eng- 
liih  from  their  empire  over  the  Iroquois,  the 
pretended  fale  made  by  thefe  to  the  Englifh  ; 
in  fhort,  it  contains  all  thofe  queflions  on  the 

f  See  original  Papers,  No.  12. 
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fubject  of  Acadia,  the  decifion  of  which  had 
been  referred  to  the  commiffaries  of  both  na- 
tions. The  object  of  a  preliminary  conven- 
tion was  now  laid  afide,  though  propofed  as 
the  only  method  to  prevent  hoftilities,  and  to 
enable  the  two  crowns  to  negociate  in  an  ami- 
cable manner.  This  brought  the  very  grounds 
of  the  quarrel  on  the  carpet,  but  it  little  then 
concerned  England,  which  aimed  only  at 
gaining  time,  which  was  now  drawing  near 
that  period,  in  which  her  enterprifes  mud  be- 
come public. 

The  1 5th  of  July  news  was  received  at 
London  of  the  taking  of  two  French  veffels, 
the  Alcide  and  the  Lys,  attacked  on  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland  by  Admiral  Bofcawen, 
whofe  words  were  all  words  of  peace  till  fuch 
time  as  his  artillery  was  in  a  fituation  to  fire 
into  the  very  mips,  point  blank,  or  till  he 
had  come  within  half  a  cannon  {hot.  If  any 
thing  could  exceed  the  furprife  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  ambaffador  in  London  at  this  piece  of 
news,  it  muff  have  been  occafioned  by  the 
infinuation  of  one  of  the  Englifh  minifters  in 
afcribing  fuch  evident  hoftilities  to  a  miftake : 
nay,  the  fecretary  of  flate  would  fain  per- 
fuade  him  that  this  event  ought  not  to  break 
the  thread  of  the  negociation.  No  doubt  but  it 
would  have  been  more  advantageous  to  the 
Britifh  minifhy,  had  France  gone  on  nego- 
ciating  till  fuch  time  as  they  received  a  certain 
account  of  the  execution  of  the  general  plan  of 
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invafion,  the  fuccefs  of  which  at  that  time 
was  looked  on  as  infallible. 

The  world  may  judge  from  this  narra- 
tive, whether  the  French  AmbarTador's  de- 
parture from  London  can  be  taxed  with 
too  much  precipitation,  as  it  is  pretended 
by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  in  the  memo- 
rial, to  which  we  have  now  given  a  reply,' 
compofed  folely  of  fads. 

What  has  paifed  fince  this  departure,  as 
well  in  Europe  as  in  America,  has  been  of 
too  publick  and  notorious  a  nature  to  need 
a  relation  of  it  in  this  place.  That  which 
we  have  here  given  both  of  the  military 
operations  and  the  political  negociations  of 
England,  will  be  fufficient  to  convey  a  juft 
idea,  not  only  of  the  caufes  of  the  rupture, 
but  likewife  of  the  views  by  which  both 
powers  were  conducted. 

Such  are  the  facts,  not  one  of  which  can 
be  difclaimed  by  England,  let  Europe  give 
judgment. 


End  of  the  Memorial* 


(  57  ) 
NUMBER    I. 

EXTRACT 

OF    THE 

Britifh  Court's   Memorial, 

Delivered  to  the  French  Minister,  the  24-th 
of  July,  1749,  tn  anjwer  to  thofe>  prefented 
on  the  ki?igs  party  concerning  the  SetSleme  -s 
projected  ^y  England. 

THE  king,  having  made  feme  reflections 
on  the  memorial  ,.  d  ited  to  his  excel- 
lency the  duke  of  Eedfora,  the  7th  of  lafl 
month,  hy  the  iieur  Dtirand  his  moft  chrif- 
tian  majeity's  charge  d'affaires  at  the  court  of 
England,  has  ordered,  that  a  reprefentai;on 
mould  be  made  to  the  laid  charge  d'offaires,  in 
the  following  manner,  of  the  feveral  obferva- 
tions,  which  appear  neceilary  to  be  made,  on 
the  faid  memorial. 

The  two  points,  concerning  which  the  moil 
chriflian  king  deiires  an  explanation,  viz.  the 
fettiement  of  Acadia,  or  Nova-Scotia;  and 
the  project  afcribed  to  Mr.  Dobbs,  are  10  little 
liable  in  dicmfelves  to  any  objection  on  the 
I  part 
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jpart  of  any  power  whatfoever,  that  it  will  be 
iio  difficult  matter  to  efface  the  ill  impreflions 
v/hich  the  court  of  France  might  have  con- 
ceived from  the  falie  reports  that  poflibly  have 
been  fuggefted  to  it  on  that  head. 

The  only  thing,  which  might  have  with  juf- 
tice  given  umbrage  to  the  court  of  France,  were 
a  well  grounded  apprehenfion  of  the  king's 
having  given  orders  for  extending  the  fettle- 
ments  in  New  Scotland,  beyond  what  his  ma- 
jelly  was  entitled  to  by  the  twelfth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

But  this  apprehenfion  falls  of  itfelf ;  as  the 
king,  agreeable  to  the  defires  of  the  molt 
christian  king,  has  confented  to  refer  to  the 
commifTaries  the  fettling  of  the  limits  of  New 
Scotland,  according  to  its  ancient  boundaries ; 
as  well  as  the  limits  of,  and  right  of  pofleffion 
to  the  feveral  Iilands  and  countries,  about 
which  the  two  nations  have  any  difpute : 
moreover,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  the  king  would 
make  fettlements,  which  are  neceflarily  at- 
tended with  fo  much  expence,  in  a  part  of 
the  province  to  which  his  right  was  not  clear 
and  indifputable  ? 

The  limits  therefore,  of  Nova  Scotia  being 
referred  to  the  examination  of  the  commif- 
faries,  it  is  needlefs  here  to  make  replies  to 
all  the  aflertions  contained  on  that  fubjecl, 
in  the  faid  memorial  of  the  lieur  Durand*. 

The  fieur  Durand  has  alfo  taken  fome  fort 
of  notice  in  his  memorial  of  the  plan  de- 
signed 
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figned  by  Mr.  Pchbs ;  as  if  tending  to  en- 
croach on  the  trade,  which  the  French  carry 
on  with  the  Indians  of  North  Canada,  and  to 
extend  the  Britifh  fettlernents  in  thofe  parts; 
in  a  manner  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  his 
moil  chrifrian  majefty.  He  has  not  defcended 
to  any  particulars  en  this  head,  on  account  of 
the  objects  of  the  laid  plan  not  being  fufn- 
ciently  known  in  France. 

But  let  that  be  as  it  will,, it  were  very  eafy 


to  give  an   entire  fatisrac 
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France,  on  this  head,  by  2  flu  ring  it,  that  this 
plan  which  has  been  debated  on  in  parlia- 
ment, had  absolutely  no  other  obiecl,  than  to 
lay  open  to  the  whole  nation  an  exclusive 
trade,  which  had  been  a  long  time  engroffed 
by  a  company,  that  had  derived  its  privilege 
from  a  particular  charter.  And  this,  with  the 
fole  view  of  extending  trade  in  general,  in 
thefe  parts :  and,  in  no  ways,  with  an  intent 
to  enlarge  the  pioffeffioris  of  the  nation,  at 
expence  of  any  other  people  whatfoever: 

But  as  this  plan  has  not  met  with  the  ap- 
probation of  parliament,  it  has  been  laid  ki 
and  is  now  of  courfe,  cut  of  the  queracn; 
Yet,  had  it  been  executed,  it  does  not  appear, 
why  it  mould  afford  to  the  cour'c  of  France 
any  pretence  to  complain,  inafmuch  as  it 
related  only  to  a  domeflic  aiibir  cf  the  king- 
doms, viz.  whether  a  trade  carried  on,  a  long 
time,  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  fhouid  be  continued  to 
JDe  gamed  on,  exclufively,  by  a  particular  com- 
I  %  pany  ,? 
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pany  ?    Or,  whether  it  fhould  be  laid  open  to 
all  his  majefty 's  fubjects  ? 

The  king,  having  therefore  thus  explained 
his  fentiments,  is  very  ready  to  declare  in 
anfwer  to  the  demands  made  by  the  court  of 
France. 

i .  That  effectual  orders  have  been  already 
given  to  make  no  attempt  either  on  the  fide 
of  Nova  Scotia,  or  that  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  on 
the  porlemons  or  trade  of  his  moft  chriftian 
majefty's  fubjects,  or  that  might  be  in  any 
ways  derogatory  to  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aix 
la  Chapelle,  or  to  any  prior  engagements  ac- 
tually fubfifting  between  both  crowns. 

2.  That  his  majefty  confents  to  appoint,  out 
of  hand,  two  commifTaries  to  confer  in  Paris 
with  thofe  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  on  the 
fubjecl:  of  the  refpe&ive  limits  now  in  difpute, 
between  the  two  crowns,  as  well  thofe  that 
relate  to  Nova  Scotia  or  Acadia,  as  thofe  of 
the  other  parts  of  the  continent,  where  the 
fettlements  of  both  nations  border  on  each 
other;  as  well  as  to  determine  (agreeable  to 
the  propofal  made  in  a  former  memorial) 
which  are  the  iflands  that  are  to  belong  to 
each  crown,  and  thofe  that  are  to  remain 
neutral. 

His  majefty,  previous  to  his  having  given 
orders  for  the  making  thofe  fettlements  in  that 
part  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  which,  though  un- 
doubtedly belonging  to  his  majefty,  France 
has   laid    claim,     has   agreed  to    refer    his 

pretentions 
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pretentions  to  the  decifion  of  commifTaries,  as 
i  convincing  proof  of  his  defire  to  preserve 
the  union  and  harmony  fo  happily  reefia- 
blimed  between  both  crowns. 

NUMBER    II. 

A  letter,  from  my  Lord  Albemarle  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  Puyfieulx,  containing  complaints  on 
the  fending  of  a  detachment  by  M.  de  ia 
Jonquiere,  in  order  to  protect  the  hihabi- 
tants  of  Chepoudi. 

Paris,  March  25,  1750. 
Have  j  aft  received  a  letter  from  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  with  the  King's  orders  di- 
recting me  to  reprefent  to  your  excellency  the 
fubjects  of  complaint  to  which  his  raoft  chrif- 
tian  majefty's  governors  in  America  have  given 
occafion,  by  incroaching  on  the  King's  terri- 
tories in  Nova  Scotia.  'Tis  with  great  regret 
his  majefly  finds  himfelf  under  the  neceffity 
of  making  reprefentations  againfl  any  of  his 
moil  chriftian  majefty's  fubjecrs ;  and  the 
more  fo  as  he  had  nattered  himfelf,  that  after 
thofe  which  I  made  by  his  orders  in  the  month 
of  September  laft,  and  your  excellency's 
anfwer  relative  to  the  fettlement  which  M. 
de  ia  Galiflbniere  had  undertaken  to  make  at 
the  mouth  of  John's  river,  pofitive  orders 
had  been  fent  to  the  French  governors,  not 
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only  to  put  an  end  to  all  fubje&s  of  difpute, 
but  alio  to  be  very  careful  hereafter  to  avoid 
every  thing  that  might  give  occafion  to  new 
ftrifes. 

The  King  has,  notwithstanding,  lately  re- 
ceived letters  from  the  Sieur  Cornwallis,  his 
governor  of  New  Scotland,  by  which  he 
complains,  that  M.  de  la  Jonquiere  has  fent 
troops  to  Chipcudi  -3  which  is  one  of  the 
diftricls  that  had  fent  deputies  to  governor 
Cornwallis  on  his  arrival  in  that  province,  in 
order  to  make  the  proper  fubmiffion  and 
receive  the  King's  orders.  There  cannot  be 
a  fixonger  argument  that  tliefe  inhabitants 
have  confidered  themfelves  asfubjects  of  Great 
Britain,  fince  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia 
has  been  annexed  to  that  crown. 

'Tis  needlefs  here  to  repeat  all  the  reafons 
that  authorife  his  majefty  to  demand  the 
j'uftice  which  this  new  flep  of  M.  de  la  Jon- 
quiere entitles  him  to ;  they  cannot  but  be 
known  to  his  moft.  chriirian  majefly. 

After  the  formal  orders  given  by  the  King 
to  all  his  governors,  to  be  continually  mindful 
that  all  thefe  diiputes  are  to  be  adjured  in  an 
amicable  manner,  and  consequently  to  avoid 
carefully  all  hoflile  procedure  *  fo  long  as  the 
honour  and  rights  of  the  crown  did  not  require 

*This  is  what  M.  Cornwall^  has  not  clone:  finx« 
it  is  certain,  tftat  the  fort  of  the  Mjnas,  and  that  of 
Beau-baffin  were  built,  before  the  French  erected  thefe 
©f  Beaufejour,  and  Gafpereau  ;  and,  that  thefe  were  nbc 
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it  indifpenfibly  5  it  will  be  fufrlcient,  with- 
out taking  any  notice  here  of  the  King's 
inccnteftible  right,  that  the  fame  motive  of 
reciprocation  intervenes  to  determine  his  moil 
chriftian  majefly  to  give  fimilar  orders  to  M. 
de  la  Jonquiere,  to  reeftablifh  all  things  in 
their  firft  ftate,  till  fuch  time  as  the  commif- 
faries,  to  whom  has  been  referred  by  agree- 
ment the  decifion  of  the  limits  in  America, 
have  fettled  the  rights  of  both  crowns ;  and  to 
defift  from  every  enterprife  which  might  tend 
to  give  the  leaft  interruption  to  the  union  fo 
happily  re-eftablifhed  between  both  nations. 
The  King  is  perfuaded  his  moll  chriftian  ma- 
jefty will  be  the  more  inclinable  to  make  fuch 
falutary  and  amicable  difpcfitions,  that  fmall 
altercations  of  this  nature,  if  not  feafonably 
prevented,  may  be  attended  with  bad  confe- 
quences. 

I  am,  &c. 

Signed,  Albemarle. 

built,  till  the  violences  of  M.  Cornwall  is  had  forced 
the  French  inhabitants  of  the  Ifthmus  to  retire  into  the 
heart  of  the  country.  This  is  a  fair,  which  the  Eaglifh 
cannot  deny,  the  epochs  of  the  conftruclion  of  the  for.ts, 
being  a  matter  of  certainty  between  both  nations. 
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The  Margin's   de  Puyfieulx's  anfiver   to  the 
joregoing  letter. 

Verfailles,  March  31,  1750. 
,  Sir, 

Received  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me 
the  honour  to  write  me  the  25th,  con- 
taining the  complaints  of  your  court  concern- 
ing the  ilep  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  la 
Jonquiere,  governor  of  New  France,  in  hav- 
ing lent  a  detachment  of  troops'  to  Chipoudi ; 
as  the  Comte  de  la  Galiffoniere,  his  predeceiTor, 
had  done  heretofore  to  the  river  of  St.  John. 

The  Britim  court  might  have  feen  the  rea- 
fons  which  authorifed  the  conduct  of  both 
thefe  governors,  in  a  memorial  given  in,  in  the 
month  of  June  laft,  wherein  the  river  St. 
John  and  Chipoudi  have  been  demonftrated  to 
be  on  the  continent  of  Canada. 

As  to  the  fubmiffions  which  might  have 
been  made,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  this 
detachment  from  Canada,  to  the  Englifh  go- 
vernor of  Acadia,  by  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Chipoudi  intimidated  by  the  menaees  of 
this  governor,  no  right  could  from  thence  be 
derived  to  Great  Britain,  nor  could  they  hinder 
theie  inhabitants  from  being  French,  and 
fettled  on  French  ground.  They  would  only 
tend  to  prove,  that  if  there  has  been  any 
difcuffion  on  this  frontier,  it  mull  have  been 

occa- 
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occafioned  by  fome  innovations  on  the  part  of 
the  Englifh  governor  #.  And  the  fact  is,  that 
the  precautions  which  the  French  governors 
have  thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  take, 
have  had  no  other  object,  but  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants,  alarmed  by  thefe 
innovations. 

But,  there  ought  to  be  no  more  altercations 
on  this  head  between  the  refpective  governors ; 
fince  orders  have  been  fent,  to  make  no  inno- 
vation, till  fuch  time  as  the  limits  are  fettled, 
which  is  to  be  done  by  commiiTaries.  The  mar- 
quis de  la  Jonquiere,  could  not  have  received 
thefe  orders,  when  he  had  fent  the  detachment 
to  Chepoudi.  As  they  could  not  have  been  fent 
him,  till  the  latter  end  of  this  winter ;  which 
they  are  not  ignorant  of  in  England. 

As  for  the  refc,  all  this  ought  only  to  make 
the  neceility  of  the  commiflaries  thus  entering 
on  bufinefs  more  fenfible,  in  order  to  the  fettling 
the  limits  of  the  poffemons  of  the  two  crowns 
in  America.     And  I  am  directed  by  the  king, 


*  Thefe  forced  fubmiffions  of  fome  inhabitants  were 
effectually  the  confequence  of  the  Englifn  governor's 
menaces,  and  are  an  inflance  of  a  recent  encroachment. 
How  came  the  Englifh  not  to  dream,  fince  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  of  making  the  authority  of  their  government 
acknowledged  in  this  country?  The  truth  even,  of  any 
inhabitants  having  made  fubmifiions  at  that  time,  is  not 
well  attefted.  However,  it  is  certain,  the  greateft  part 
of  the  inhabitants,  addreffed  themfelves  for  protection  to 
the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  againft  thefe  violent  pro- 
ceedings. 

K  to 
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to  renew  his  follicitations  for  that  purpofe,  with 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  -,  his  majefly  infifts 
on  this  affair,  with  the  more  eagernefs,  as  the 
end  of  their  meeting  is  to  keep  up  the  good  un- 
demanding, fo  happily  re-eftablifhed  between 
the  two  crowns,  and  their  fubjects :  and,  that 
the  king  has  nothing  more  at  heart,  than 
the  maintaining,  and  fettling  it  on  a  firm 
bafis, 

I  am,  &c. 

Signed  Puysieulx. 

NUMBER    IIL 

Memorial  delivered  on  the  kings  part, 
to  my  lord  Albemarle,  the  $th  of  January, 
175 1,  and  fent  the  fame  day  to  the  duke  de 
Mirepoix  in  England ;  containing  complaints 
made  by  France,  againft  the  hoftilities  com- 
?nittedi  and  avowed  by  the  Englifh. 

FO  R  feveral  months  part,  the  public 
papers  have  proclaimed  feveral  acts  of 
violence  committed  by  the  Englifh  on  die 
French  veffels ;  both  in  the  gulph  of  St. 
Laurence,  and  on  the  coafts  of  New  France. 
But,  thefe  accounts  appeared  to  be  fo  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  amicable  difpo- 
fitions,  of  which  the  Britifh  court  has  given 
fo  many  inftances  iince  the  peace  -,  that  they 

met 
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met  with  no  fort  of  cjedit.  And,  we  could 
not  but  be  furprifed  to  the  lafl  degree,  on 
having  received,  juft  now,  intimations  by  letters 
from  Canada,  and  Cape  Breton,  that  the  Eng- 
lifh veffels  act  in  thefe  leas,  in  the  fame  manner, 
as  they  might  do,  in  cafe  of  an  open  war. 

Thefe  veffels  have  fpread  themfelves  all  the 
laft  fummer,  to  :he  very  upper  end  of  the 
gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  flopping  and  infulting 
all  the  French  veffels  that  they  met.  They 
attempted  to  carry  off  a  brigantine,  which  lay 
at  anchor  in  the  river  of  St.  John,  and  was  fent 
thither  by  the  intendant  of  Canada,  with  pro- 
vifions  for  the  detachments  of  the  king's  troops 
in  thofe  parts.  But,  not  being  able  to  attain 
their  ends,  the  Englifh  captain  carried  off 
fome  of  the  feamen,  belonging  to  the  brigan- 
tine, who  have  been  lent  back  to  Cape  Breton 
by  M.  Cornwallis,  governor  of  Acadia.  But 
without  defcending  to  particulars,  relating  to 
the  irregularities,  and  all  the  acts  of  violence 
put  in  practice  by  the  Englifh  Shipping  -3  we 
fhall  here  confine  ourfelves  to  two  fads. 

The  firfc  is,  the  taking  of  a  French  veffel, 
called  the  London  Captain  Ldain,  by  two 
Englifh  fnows  armed.  This  little  vefiel  had 
been  fent  by  the  intendant  of  Canada,  to  Che- 
daic  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  with  provi- 
fions  for  the  king's  troops  at  that  place  ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time  to  carry  die  ammunition, 
goods  and  provifions,  which  the  king  is  wont 
to  fend  annually,  as  prefents  to  the  lavages  of 
K  z  a  French 
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a  French  million .  It  was  on  its  return  from 
Chedaic,  where  me  had  unloaded,  that  this 
veffel  was  flopped  towards  the  end  of  Auguft, 
between  the  coaft  of  Canada  and  Cape  Bre- 
ton. It  was  afterwards  carried  into  Chebuc- 
to,  where  it  was  confifcated. 

The   fecond  is  likewife    the  taking  of   a 
French  brigantine  by  a  frigate  belonging  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain.    The  circumftance 
of  which  will  undoubtedly  appear  to  his  Bri- 
tannic majefly,  of  much  a  more  aggravating 
nature  than  that  of  the  firft.     The  Marquis 
de  la  Jonquiere  having  had  intimations  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Englifh  veffels,  of  which  he 
had  made  feveral  complaints  to  M.  Cornwallis, 
and  being  deiirous  to  fend  the  neceffary  fupplies 
to  the  detachments  of  troops  on  John's  river, 
refolved,   in  the  month    of  September    laft, 
to  arm   at  Quebeck  the   brigantine,  the  St. 
Francis,  in  order  to  convoy  a  iloop,  on  board 
which  the  intendant  had  caufed  thefe  fuccours 
to  be  fhipped.     He  conferred  on  the  fieur  de 
Vergor,  a  captain  in  the  troops,  the  command 
of  this  brigantine,    which   carried  ten  fmall 
cannons,  and  whofe  crew  confifted  of  fixty 
men,  including  thirty  foldiers.     The  inftruc- 
tions  which  he  gave  to  captain  Vergor  con- 
tained Uriel:  and  pofitive  orders  to  make  no 
attempt  againft  the  Englifh  fhips  which  he 
fhould  meet ;  and  in  cafe  he  fhould  meet  with 
any  that  attempted  to  oppofe  his  paffage,  he 
was  charged  by  die  governor  not  to  fire  at  her 
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till  the  attack  was  begun  by  the  Englishman,' 
and  till  he  had  given  him  notice  that  he  com- 

o 

manded  a  vefTel  belonging    to  the    king  of 
France,  armed  to  carry  provifions  to  his  troops. 
The  16th  of  October,  the  brigantine  and  the 
other  vefTel  being  at  two  leagues  weft  of  the 
iflands  of  Seal,  captain  Vergor  difcovered,  at 
eleven  in  the  morning,    an   Englifh  frigate, 
which  came  acrofs  him   and  bore  down  on 
him  in  an  inftant  right  before  the  wind,   and 
crowding  all  her  fails.     In  half  an  hour  after 
this,  the  frigate  fired  a  cannon  with  ball  into 
the  ftern  of  the  brigantine,  and  hoifted  her 
flag.      Captain  Vergor    hoifted    immediately 
both  his  ftreamer  and  flag,  and  gave  them  a 
fhot,  ftill  purfuing  his  way.     The  frigate  alfo 
continued  the  chace,  and  being,  in  half  an  hour, 
come  up  with  him,  and  within  mot  of  a  fix 
pounder,  fired  a  fecond  fhot  at  him,  and  put 
up  her  ftreamer  j  in  a  little  time  after  fhe  fired 
a  third  fhot,  which  went  through  the  fail  of 
captain  Vergor's  foretopmaft,  who  then  pre- 
pared himfelf  for  fighting  in  cafe  of  a  frefh 
infult ;    the  frigate,  being  come  ftill  nearer, 
fired  four  cannon  fhots  at  his  fails.    Agreeable 
to  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  marquis 
de  la  Jonquiere,  he  caufed  a  perlon  to  cry  out 
in  French,  that  this  was  a  fhip  belonging  to 
the  king  of  France,  and  going  with  provifions 
and  ammunition  for  the  ufe  of  his  maiefty's 
troops.  The  anfwer  of  the  Englifh  commander 
being,  that  he  muft   either  bring  to,  or  he 

would 
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would  fink  him.  Captain  Vergor  had  the 
fame  thing  repeated  to  him  in  Englifh  -,  but 
the  only  anfwer  was  a  whole  volly  of  his 
cannon  and  fmall  arms*  The  fight  lafted  five 
hours,  but  the  brigantine  was  fo  much  da- 
maged in  her  mail,  which  was  cut,  and  in  her 
fails  and  rigging,  that  captain  Vergor  was  obli- 
ged to  furrender  himfelf ;  after  having  feverai 
of  his  men  killed  or  wounded.  The  lone-boat 
having  been  alfo  difabled,  the  Eugliili  captain 
fent  his  boat  in  order  to  fetch  him  on  board  -, 
when  captain  Vergor  difcovered  this  frigate  to 
be  the  Albany,  carrying  fourteen  pieces  of 
cannon,  twenty-eight  fwivels,  and  a  hundred 
and  twenty  men,  commanded  by  captain 
Rous.  This  captain  ordered  alio  on  board 
his  fhip  the  crew  and  the  foldiers  belonging 
to  the  brigantine,  where  he  left  none  but  the 
wounded,  and  made  the  beft  of  his  way  for 
Chibu6to  with  the  brigantine  in  tow.  It  was 
but  the  1 9th  of  the  fame  month  that  they 
arrived  at  Chibuclo  The  next  day  the  go- 
vernor fent  on  board  the  frigate  for  captain 
Vergor,  who  was  immediately  conducted  to 
the  governor's  houfe,  where  he  was  locked  up 
in  a  chamber.  In  half  an  hour  after  M. 
Cornwailis  came  to  him,  and  had  the  chamber 
again  locked.  He  at  iirfc  tcld  him,  he  was 
very  forry  for  what  had  happened,  and  that 
captain  Rous  had  left  a  great  many  of  his 
men:  captain  Vergor  anfwered,  that  he  was 
»lfo  very  forry  for  what  had  paffedj  and  thai; 

it 
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it  ought  to  be  imputed  only  to  captain  Rous, 
of  v/hofe  conduct  he  informed  him.  M. 
Cornwallis  replied,  that  if  things  had  paffed 
in  the  manner  he  laid  they  did,  captain  Rous 
was  in  the  fault,  and  that  he  would  call  his 
council  the  next  day  in  order  to  decide  the 
matter.  The  council  was  actually  called 
captain  Rous,  his  lieutenant,  and  lbme  of 
his  crew,  were  brought  before  the  council,  to 
which  captain  Vergor  was  likewife  admitted 
the  laft  recited  the  faults  in  the  manner  they 
were  already  ipecified.  Captain  Rous  could 
not  deny  but  that  he  had  begun  firft,  by  firing 
a  cannon  ball  at  the  brigantine's  foretopfail. 
On  this  the  governor  got  up,  and  having 
ordered  into  the  council  chamber  the  officers 
belonging  to  the  brigantine,  who  had  been 
previouily  brought  into  a  room  contiguous  to 
it,  they  were  fummoned  to  tell  who  it  was 
that  fired  the  firft  ihot  ?  They  all  anfwered, 
that  it  was  captain  Rous,  who  had  fired  two 
vollies.  Captain  Vergor's  declaration  was  then 
read  to  them,  and  they  all  certified  it  to  be  true, 
in  all  its  circumftances.  Notwithftanding  the 
council  came  to  no  resolution,  either  in  this, 
or  in  five  or  fix  other  fittings,  which  were 
held  afterwards.  But  in  two  or  three  days 
after  the  firft,  M.  Cornwallis  afked  captain 
Vergor,  what  fhould  be  wanting  to  refit  the 
brigantine  for  the  fea,  offering  to  fupply  him 
therewith.  He  reprefented  to  him,  that  he 
could  not  do  without  a  great  maft,  and  four 

pieces 
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pieces  of  cordage.  The  governor  promifed 
nim  every  thing,  and  had  a&ually  a  maft  cut, 
which  was  brought  from  the  woods  by  the 
brigantine's  crew,  and  bid  captain  Vergor  to 
begin  the  mending  of  his  fails,  fhrouds,  and 
other  things  neceffary.  This  captain  was 
going  to  take  his  meafures  in  confequence, 
when  behold!  captain  Rous  appeals  to  the 
admiralty,  where  the  brigantine  is  condemned 
as  a  lawful  prize.  In  a  letter  which  M.  Corn- 
wallis  has  wrote  to  M.  Defherbiers,  com- 
mandant of  Cape  Breton,  when  he  returned 
him  captain  Vergor,  and  the  crew  belonging 
to  the  brigantine,  with  the  arms  of  the  foldiers, 
who  were  part  of  it,  he  tells  him,  the  admi- 
ralty had  pronounced  this  fentence  of  confis- 
cation for  having  carried  on  an  unlawful  trade 
in  his  Britannic  majefly's  province.  Thefe  are 
the  words  he  makes  ufe  of. 

We  are  of  opinion,  all  difcuffions  on  a 
queftion  of  this  kind,  may  be  difpenfed  with. 
Here  is  an  armed  vellel,  on  the  king's  fer- 
vice,  commanded  by  an  officer  of  his  majef- 
ty's,  attacked  and  fought,  as  in  a  time  of 
open  war.  We  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  the 
uprightnefs  of  his  Britannic  majefly's  inten- 
tions to  afcribe,  to  any  order  of  his,  an  enter- 
prife,  fo  dire&ly  oppofite  to  all  laws.  And, 
we  make  no  doubt,  but,  upon  being  informed 
of  the  facts,  the  greateft  reliance  may  be  had 
on  his  equity ;  not  only  with  refpect  to  the 
juftice,  and  fatisfa&ion  due  for  the  faid  cap- 
tures 
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tares -,  but  alio,  the  orders  proper  to  be  given 
to  prevent  the  like  exceffes  for  the  future. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  captain  Rous,  com- 
mander of  his  maje/iys  Jloop  the  Albany, 
dated  from  Chebu&o  harbour  in  Nova 
Scotia,  October  31,  1750  . 

'TpHE  next  day,  after  I  had  left  John's 
"*■  river,  in  doubling  cape  Sable,  about 
non,  I  difcovered  a  brigantine  and  a  fchooner 
coming  round  this  cape,  about  two  miles  froni 
the  coaft,  fleering  north- weft :  and  as  I  had 
notice  given  me  of  a  pyrate  brigantine  being 
on  this  coaft-f,  J  immediately  began  to  chace 
in  order  to  fpeak  with  her.  They  no  fooner 
perceived  us,  than  they  made  a  fignal  to  the 
fchooner  which  was  in  company,  and  which 
in  confequence  changed  her  courfe  to  weft 
fouth-weft.  Being  arrived  within  diilance  of 
a  random  fhot,  the  brigantine  fleering  weft 
north-weft,  I  fired  a  cannon  acrofs  the  ftern 
of  the  brigantine  in  order  to  bring  her  to  j  the 
fchooner  bearing  away  with  all  her  fails.  The 

*  This  extract  was  given  to  his  majefty's  minifcer, 
by  the  Englifli  ambaffador,  hy  way  of  excufe  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Englifh. 

Captain  Rous  alters  the  fads,  and  fuppreues  many  ef- 
fential  circumlhmces ;  yet,  he  cannot,  help  confeiling 
himfelf  the  aggrefifor. 

*  It  is  by  Means  of  this  bad  excufe  that  the  Eng- 
lifh have  always  endeavoured  to  glofs  over  their  hoitilitks 
by  fea. 
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brigantine  fet  up  French  colours  immediately 
and  anfwered  with  a  cannon  fhotj  the  fchooner 
did  the  fame  without  putting  up  a  flag.  Be- 
ing come  within  cannon  mot,  I  fired  another 
cannon  before  her  flern  ;  upon  which  they 
anfwered  frill  with  another  fhot,  lowered 
their  main  fail,  and  furled  it,  in  order  to 
make  room  for  their  fmall  arms  and  make 
ready  for  an  engagement  Being  come  near 
enough  to  them  I  hailed  them,  but  they 
made  no  anfwer :  I  then  gave  orders  for  the 
firing  a  fix  pounder,  and  went  on  hailing ; 
while  this  was  doing,  being  come  very  clofe 
to  her,  the  brigantine  turned  to  cur  flar- 
board,  and  tacking  a  little  to  the  fouth  in 
order  to  prefent  us  her  larboard,  fhe  fent  us 
all  her  volly  of  cannon  and  fmall  arms ;  while 
we  continued  hailing  without  receiving  any 
anfwer.  I  immediately  returned  the  compli- 
ment, and  they  continued  the  fight  during 
two  hours  and  a  half ;  after  which  fome  body 
cried  out  to  us  in  Englifh  that  they  would  fire 
no  longer.  I  ordered  them  therefore  to  come 
to,  and  I  fent  on  board  the  lieutenant,  who 
returned  widi  the  captain  of  the  brigantine 
and  his  papers,  by  which  I  found  that  this 
fhip  was  a  French  brigantine,  called  the  St. 
Francis,  of  about  an  hundred  and  twenty 
tons,  carrying  ten  guns  and  four  fwivels,  her 
crew  confuting  of  iixty  men  including  thirty 
folctiers;  that  this  veifel  had  been  laden  at 
Quebec  with  arms,  ammunition,  cloaths,  and 

provinons 
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proviiions  for  the  Indians,  and  was  armed,  in 
order  to  convoy  a  fchooner  which  had  the  fame 
lading,   and  which  got  away  during  the  fight. 

I  brought  this  brigantine  into  this  port, 
where  fhc  has  been  condemned  as  a  lawful 
prize  by~the  court  of  admiralty,  as  carrying  on 
a  contraband  trade ;  which  your  lordmips  will 
fee  by  the  copy  of  the  faid  court's  fentence 
here  annexed. 

We  had  two  men  killed  and  one  wounded 
in  the  engagement.  The  brigantine  had  fix 
killed  and  feven  wounded.  The  mailer  or 
commander  of  the  brigantine  fays  me  is  a 
king's  (hip  ;  but  he  has  no  brevet,  and  only 
an  order  of  the  governor  of  Canada  to  take 
upon  himfelf  the  command  of  this  velfel,  in 
order  to  convoy  the  fchopner  to  John's  river ; 
and  after  he  had  landed  the  ammunition  and 
prcfents  for  the  Indians,  to  return  into  the 
harbour  of  Quebec  to  be  laid  up. 

I  am  alfo  to  acquaint  your  lorafhips,  that 
on  my  laft  coming  here  I  met  his  majeffy's 
frigate  the  Tryal,  returning  from  her  cruize 
in  the  bay  Verte,  where  me  had  found  the 
8  th  of  Auguft  laft  a  French  boat  called  the 
London  of  Canada,  commanded  by  captain 
le  Cras :  upon  examining  her  papers,  they 
found  that  this  velfel  had  been  employed  in 
introducing  warlike  ftores,  proviiions  and 
merchandizes  into  '  his  majefty's  province  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Indians  ;  and  for  thefe  reaibns 
the  Tryal  took  her  and  brought  her  in  here, 
L  2  where 
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where  flie  was  coniifcated  by  his  majefly's 
court  of  admiralty  for  having  carried  on  an 
illicit  trade, 

NUMBER     IV. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  de  la  Jonquiere, 

governor  of  Canada,  to  M.  Ccrnwallis, 
governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  dated  at  Quebec, 
April  2,   1750. 

I  Have  acquainted  the  king,  my  matter, 
with  the  orders  1  had  given  to  the  officers, 
to  whom  I  gave  the  command  of  the  faid 
pofts,  not  to  fuffer  that  any  fettlement  mould 
be  made  there  by  any  body  whatfoever  ;  and 
to  oppofe  any  iuch  attempt,  by  force  of 
arms,  after  giving  notice  to  thofe  who  would 
fain  give  them  any  difturbance,  of  what  I  have 
i uft  now  mentioned  to  you;  however,  with- 
out giving  them  orders  as  to  any  fortification, 
till  fuch  time  as  the  commiilaries,  who  have 
been  already  named,  have  iettled  the  bounda- 
ries of  Acadia  with  New  France.  Thefe. 
boundaries  rjave  never  been  fetded  yourfelves 
agree ;  whereas  commiilaries  have  been 
named  for  that  purpofe.  It  is  on  that 
account,  that  I  am  warranted,  in  fending 
troops  to  guard  the  faid  polls,  till  the  decifion 
of  the  two  crowns. 

I     hope    you    will   reflect    feriouily,    on 
what  I  mention   to  you.     Nor,  do  I  doubt 

but 
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but  you  will  acquaint  the  king  your  mas- 
ter with  whatever  paifes.  And,  whereas  you 
tell  me,  that  till  you  receive  his  orders,  you 
will  do  your  duty  :  I  alfo  tell  you  before- 
hand, that  I  mall  not  be  wanting  in  doing  mine. 
1  have  been  juft  informed,  that  the  Sieur 
Goram,  has  taken  the  Abbe  Gerard,  re&or  of 
Copequit,  prifoner.  7"  know  not  the  reafons, 
why  fuch  a  ftep  has  been  taken  j  but,  as  he 
is  a  fubject  of  the  king,  my  mailer,  I  deiire 
you  will  fend  him,  without  lofs  of  time,  back 
to  his  country. 

A  MEMORIAL^  containing  complaints 
from  England,  and  delivered  to   the  Mar- 
quis  de  Puyfieulx  the  jth  of  June,  1750, 
by  my  lord  Albemarle, 

TH  E  underwritten  ambafTador,  extraordi- 
nary and  plenipotentiary,  from  his  ma- 
jefty,  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  has  received 
orders  from  the  king  his  mafter,  dated  Ha- 
nover, the  26th  of  1  ail:  month,  to  represent  to 
the  court  of  France,  how  much  he  is.  iurprifed 
at  hearing  the  violent  proceedings  of  the 
French  in  America,  under  the  authority  and 
direction  of  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  who  has  rea- 
dily avowed  them. 

M.  Cornwallis,  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
informs  the  duke  of  Bedford,  by  a  letter  dated 
the  1  ft  of  May  of  this  year,  that  the  French 
Jiave  taken  poileffion  of  all  that  part  of  Nova 

Scotia, 
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Scotia  beyond  the  bay  of  Fundi,  (a)  from  the 
river  Chignecto  to  that  of  St.  John,  making 
the  firrl  the  limits  of  that  province. 

They  have  reduced  Beaubaffin  to  ames, 
and  carried  to  the  other  fide  the  river  the  inha- 
bitants with  their  effects;  [b)  compelled  them 
to  take  up  arms,  and  formed  them  into  com- 
panies y  fo  that  the  fieur  Lacorne,  a  French 
officer  has  at  that  place  under  his  command, 
a  body  of  two  thoufand,  five  hundred  men, 
made  up  of  regular  troops,  Canadians  and 
Indians. 

The  fieur  de  Lacorne  and  father  Loutre,  a 
French  miffionary,  have  made  ufe  of  repeated 
and  innumerable  promifes  and  menaces,  in 
order  to  perfuade  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province  to  leave  the  country  {c). 

The  inhabitants  declare  openly  their  ab- 
horrence of  thefe  proceedings  -,  but  the 
iieurs  de  Lacorne  and  Loutre,  threaten 
them  with  a  general  malTacre  from  the  In- 

(a)  They  have  not  taken  pofTcflion  of  it :  whereas  by 
the  confefiion  of  the  Englifh,  they  were  pofllfTed  of  it, 
at  the  lime  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  But  M.  de  Ja  Jon- 
quiere  has  fent  a  detachment  to  prevent  the  Englim  them- 
felves,  from  executing  the  project  they  had  formed,  in 
order  to  feize  it, 

(b)  By  Beaiibgtffiii  is  here  underftood,  a  French  habi- 
tation, fettled  at  CKigne&o,  which  the  French  were  un- 
der a  necefiiry  of  relinquishing.  To  burn  one's  felf  in  the 
confufion,  and  frigHt  occaiioned  by  an  Jnvafiori  cannot 
be  reckoned  a  hoflile  ait. 

(c)  How  can  this  defertion,  of  a  country  pollened  by 
the  French,  be  reconciled  with  the  mvafion  laid  to  their 
charge. 
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dians,  if  they  remain  in  the  province.  They 
fupport,  and  protect  openly  the  Indians,  our 
declared  enemies,  who  enlifi:  under  the  ban- 
ners of  France.  They  detain  the  king's 
fubjectsj  {d)  his  officers  rind  foldiers,  prifoners. 
They  excite  the  king's  French  fubjects  to  a 
rebellion  j  and  thofe  who  remain  loyal,  they 
threaten  with  deftrudtion.  They  fend  their 
Indian  (laves  all  over  the  country,  where  they 
are  guilty  of  all  forts  of  outrages. 

They  have  fet  fire  to  the  towns  acknow- 
ledged by  themfelves,  tq  appertain  to  his 
majefly. 

Governor  Cornwallis  fent  the  fieur  Lau- 
rence, major  of  foot,  with  a  detachment  to 
Chignecto  -,  where  he  arrived  the  20th  of  lail 
April.  They  law  the  French  fet  fire  (e)  to  the 
town  of  Chignecto,  French  colours  planted 
on  the  ditches  j  and,  the  fieur  de  la  Corne  at 
the  head  of  his  detachment,  braving  major 
Laurence  ;  and  declaring,  that  he  would  de- 
fend to  the  laftj  that  ground  as  belonging  to 
France. 

The  fieur  de  Lacorne,  having  fent  to  deiire 
a  conference   (f)  with  the  fieur  Lawrence, 

(d)  The  ambaffador  fhould  have  named  fome,  but  he 
could  not 

(e)  There  was  no  town  in  the  Ifthmus  ;  and  the  only 
fire  v/as,  that  of  fome  cabin's  built  at  Chignecto,  ana 
which  the  Indians  had  fet  fire  to,  when  they  weie  oblig- 
ed to  fly  together  with  the  French,  who  were  attacked 
by  M.  Corn  vzW'is. 

(f)  If  it  was  the  fieur  de  Lacorne  that  demr.nded  the 

the 
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the  latter,  accompanied  by  two  captains  of 
foot,  went  to  meet  him,  and  demanded  by 
whofe  orders  he  had  thus  come  into  his  ma- 
jesty's territories  and  committed  fueh  adls  of 
violence.  The  fieur  de  la  Lacorne  anfwered ; 
it  was  by  thofe  of  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  who 
had  alfo  commanded  him  to  take  poneffion 
of  Chippodi,  John's  river,  Man-rem,  Cooke, 
Pitcodiack,  and  of  all  that  country,  as  far  as 
the  river,  which  was  on  the  right  hand  of 
major  Laurence,  as  belonging  to  his  moft 
chriftian  majefty ;  or  at  leaft,  that  he  was  to 
keep  and  defend  it  as  fuch,  (g)  till  fuch  time 
as  the  limits  were  fettled  by  commiflaries  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe. 

Thongh  the  fieur  Laurence  had  under  his 
command  a  detachment  of  regular  troops, 
very  little  inferior  to  that  commanded  by  the 
iieur  Lacorne,  he  forebore  committing  any 
hoftilities  in  obedience  to  the  king's  orders 
for  that  purpofe.  (h) 

conference,  it  muft  be  concluded,  he  did  not  come  to 
attack.  The  fieur  Cornwall  is  was  there  before  him. 
What  was  he  come  there  for?  Whereas,  till  then  at 
leaft,  the  country  had  been  pofTefTed  by  the  French. 

(g)  That  is  the  plain  truth,  to  keep,  and  defend 
is  not  invading. 

(h)  Why  did  not  thefe  orders  prevent  his  advancing 
fo  far?  He  acknowledges  the  fieur  de  Lacorne's  detach- 
ment, to  have  been  fuperiorto  his  ownj  might  not  rhis 
detachment  have  been  the  caufe  of  fo  much  moderation  ? 
The  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  had  then  a&ed  right,  in 
fending  troops  to  oppofe  the  invalion. 

The 


(  Si  ) 

The  king  cannot  perfuade  himfelf,  that 
thefe  acts  of  violence  have  been  committed 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  court  of  France, 
and  he  is  fo  fully  convinced  of  his  mod 
chriftian  majefty's  equity,  and  his  deiire  to 
maintain  a  good  understanding  between  the 
two  crowns,  that  he  allures  himfelf  the  molt 
chriftian  king  will  readily  ihew  his  difappro- 
bation  of  fuch  conduct. 

Governor  Cornwallis  has  never  made,  nor 
defigned  to  make  any  fettle ment  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  peninfula  (i)  which  the  French 
before,  never  pretended  to  belong  to  them : 
the  king  having  had  no  intention,  in  forming 
a  fettlement  in  his  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  to 
encroach  on  the  rights  of  his  moft  chriftian  ma- 
jefly,  or  to  take  forcible  pojfcfjifh  of  a  country, 
of  which  the  king  had  referred  the  right  of 
propriety  to  the  decifion  of  the  commifai'ies 
appointed  for  that  purpofe  ;  before  it  was  pojji- 
ble  for  them  to  have  met  in  order  to  proceed  to 
the  fettling  of  the  limits. 

The  underwritten  ambaffador  has  ordres  to 
demand  that  the  conduct  of  M.  de  la  Jon- 
quiere  be  difavowed  :  that  pofitive  orders  be 
lent  him  immediately  to  withdraw  his  troops 
and  the  Indians  under  his  authority  from  the 
places  which  belong  to   Great  Britain  ;  that 

(i)  This  is  pofitive,  and  by  the  confeffion  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  they  could  at  leaft,  make  no  innovation  on  the  con- 
tinent, before  the  decifion  of  the  commifTaries.  Have 
they  waited  for  this  decifion? 

M  amends 
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amends  be  made  for  the  acts  of  violence 
which  have  been  committed,  and  the  damage 
which  the  king's  fubjecfts  have  fuffered  :  and 
his  majefty  is  perfuaded,  that  the  court  of 
France  will  make  no  difficulty,  to  give  the 
underwritten  ambaffador  the  duplicate  of  the 
orders,  which  will  be  fent  to  the  governor  of 
Canada,  that  he  may  tranfmit  them  to  his 
court.     Done  at  Compeigne  the  7th  of  July 

Signed  Albemarle. 

The  Marquis  de  Puyfieulx's  letter  to  my  Lord 
Albemarle,  by  way  of  preliminary  anjwer 
to  the  complaints  abovementioned,  till  his 
majefly  had  Received  from  Canada  the  parti~ 
culars  of  the  facls  which  had  given  occajion 
to  them. 

Compiegney  June  23,   1756, 
Sir, 

IN  the  memorial  which  your,  excellency, 
has  given  me  concerning  the  complaints 
of  M.  Cornwallis,  governor  of  Acadia,  are 
contained  many  facts :  lb  contrary  to  the  equity 
.01  his  majefty,  and  the  inflrudions  of  M.  de 
la  Jonquiere,  that  if  they  are  found  to  be  fuch 
as  they  are  reprefented,  the  king  will  take 
care,  juftice  mail  be  done  to  his  Britannick 
majefty's  fubjects,  and  will  give  fuch  frem 
orders,  as  will  prevent  the  rife  of  any  difpute 

of 
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of  what  kind  foever,  between  the  two  nations ; 
his  majefty  being  thoroughly  perfuaded  his 
Britannick  majefty  will  give,  on  his  fide,  orders 
to  the  fame  purpofe. 

Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  tell  you  I  cannot  be 
prevailed  upon  to  believe  but  that  the  fails  are 
expofed  with  too  much  exaggeration,  and  from 
my  knowledge  of  M.  de  la  Jonquiere's  pru- 
dence, and  the  infractions  which  he  has,  I 
am  forty  M.  Cornwallis  has  not  applied  to 
him  for  redrefs,  before  he  had  made  complaints 
to  his  court.  I  lent  your  memorial  as  fcon  as 
I  received  it  to  M.  Rouille,  and  defired  he 
would  take  the  proper  fteps,  to  be  informed 
in  a  fpeedy  and  preciie  manner,  of  wrhat  has 
parTed  at  Canada,  fb  as  T  may  be  enabled  to 
give  your  excellency  a  more  pofitive  anfwer. 

/have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Signed  Puysieulx. 

P.  S.  Might  not  M.  Cornwallis  have  at- 
tempted to  form  fettlements  on  the  places  that 
are  in  dilpute,  or  even  on  the  king  s  territo- 
ries ? 

A  letter  wrote  by  M.  Rouille  to  M.  de  la  Jon- 
quiere,  a  copy  of  which  was  given  to  my 
Lord  Albemarle  the  i  §th  of  July  iJ$o. 

Sir,  FerfailkSy  July  n,  1750. 

I  Send  you  here   inclofed,  the   copy   or  a 
memorial  which  was  delivered  by  the  Am- 
baflador  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  Marquis   de 
M  z  Puyfieulx, 
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Puyfieulx.  You  will  there  fee  the  complaints 
which  the  Britifli  court  has  exhibited  con- 
cerning what  has  paffed  on  the  frontiers  of 
Acadia  and  Canada.  If  any  French  have 
been  guilty  of  the  outrages  mentioned  in  thefe 
complaints,  they  would  deferve  punifhment, 
and  the  king  would  make  an  example  of 
them.  'Tis  therefore  his  majefty's  defire, 
that  you  fearch  into  the  truth  of  what  has 
parled  on  this  occafion,  with  all  pomble  ex- 
actnefs,  and,  that  by  the  firft  opportunity  you 
enable  me  to  give  him  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  whole. 

I  am  likewife,  by  the  king's  command,  to 
remind  you  at  the  fame  time,  of  the  orders 
which  his  majefty  has  already  given  you 
feveral  times,  concerning  the  conduct  which 
you  are  to  obferve  with  refpeci  to  the  Englifh  ; 
efpecially  in  whatever  relates  to  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  refpe&ive  colonies,  till  they  have 
been  finally  fettled.  At  the  fame  time,  that 
you  maintain  his  juft  rights  againft  all  attempts 
made  to  fubvert  them,  you  are  not  to  attempt 
yourfelf  any  thing  that  might  be  contrary  to  the 
lights  of  the  Engliih  ;  you  are  to  mew  them  all 
the  regard,  that  is  compatible  widi  the  honour 
of  the  nation,  and  the  prefervation  of  its  poffef- 
fions  -j  to  take  fpecial  care  that  the  officers, 
whom  you  fhall  detach  to  the  ports  that  are 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Englifh  colonies, 
conduct  themfelves  on  the  fame  principles :  and 
in  fhort,  to  avoid  every  thing  that  may  give 

any 
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any  reafonable  ground  of  complaint  againft 
you.  His  Britannick  majefty  muft  have,  as 
I  told  you  before,  ordered  his  governors  to 
behave  in  the  fame  manner  towards  you. 
'Tis  to  be  hoped  that  every  thing  will  pafs  on 
both  fides  agreeable  to  the  views  of  their  ma- 
jefties,  towards  maintaining  the  union  between 
both  nations.  I  mil  repeat  it,  his  majefty  re- 
commends to  you  to  do  nothing  that  may 
difturb  it.     I  am,  &c. 

Signed  Rouille. 

MEMO  R I A  L  in  anfwer  to  the  complaints 
of  England,  and  given  the  i  $th  of  Sept. 
to  my  Lord  Albemarle  *. 

IN  the  anfwer  to  the  memorial  given  at 
Compeigne,  by  the  earl  of  Albemarle  to 
the  marquis  de  Puyiieulx,  concerning  the  com- 
plaints exhibited  by  M.  Cornwallis,  governor 
of  Acadia;  notice  has  been  taken  of  two  things 
very  material. 

i .  That  with  refpect  to  the  violent  proceed- 
ings laid  to  the  charge  of  the  French  officers 
by  this  governor,  and  to  rely  entirely  on  his  ex- 
pofition  alone,  was  not  equitable:  that  his 
majelly  would  caufe  an  account  to  be  given 
him  of  what  had  pafled,  and,  if  the  fads 
complained  of,  mould  prove  true,  his  majefty 

%  An  exa&  account  was  received  at  that  time  of  what 
^iad  pafled  in  America. 

would 
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would  not  hefitate  to  have  a  due  reparation 
made. 

2.  With  regard  to  the  principal  object, 
relative  to  the  limits,  that  his  majefty  was 
going  to  renew  the  moll;  pofitive  orders  to 
the  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  that  the  French, 
of  his  government,  do  behave  in  every  re- 
fpect,  in  the  manner  that  is  mod  agreeable 
to  the  good  underftanding  fubfifting  between 
the  two  nations,  and  the  intentions  of  his 
majefty,  towards  eftablifhing  it  on  a  folid 
foundation :  in  hopes,  that  his  Britannic 
majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  give  reciprocal 
orders  to  the  governors  of  his  colonies,  that 
they  would  conduct  themfelves  on  the  fame 
principles. 

It  was  not  poffible  as  yet,  to  receive  the 
verification  which  his  majefty  has  commanded 
to  be  made.  But  fuch  letters  are  received  from 
the  Marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  and  M.  des 
Herbiers,  who  commands  at  l'lile  Royal,  as 
will  enable  the  Britifh  minifters  to  be  them^ 
felves  judges,  how  far  the  obfervations,  juft 
now  mentioned,  have  been  grounded. 

So  early  as  the  month  of  March,  M- 
Cornwaliis  made  preparations  for  a  consi- 
derable armament,  and  he  even  lent  for  that 
purpofe  to  Bofbn,  to  defire  a  reinforcement 
of  part  of  the  militia  of  that  colony. 

Towards  the  month  of  April,  he  mipped 
on  board  feveral  tranfports,  under  the  con- 
voy of  the  Albany  of  eighteen  guns,    fome 

t;roops 
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troops  with  fome  field  pieces,  command- 
ed by  major  Lawrence,  in  order  to  attack 
the  chevalier  de  Lacorne,  a  captain  in  the 
troops  of  Canada,  in  the  pofts  which  he 
held  on  the  continent,  to  make  themfelves 
mailers  of  the  polls,  and  compel  the  French 
inhabitants,  and  Indians,  to  fubmit  to  the 
conditions,  which  he  would  think  proper  to 
impofe  on  them. 

The  apparatus  of  this  armament,  and  the 
menaces,  which  had  preceded  on  the  part  of 
governor  Cornwallis,  who  made  no  fecret  of 
his  projedt,  had  provoked  the  refentment  of 
the  favages,  and  alarmed  the  very  inhabitants 
of  fome  parts  of  Acadia,  who  were  already 
frightened  at  the  innovations  and  propofals  of 
this  governor  j  to  that  pitch,  that  the  veffels 
having  come  to  an  anchor  in  a  haven  of  die 
French  bay,  called  Le  Grand  Marmgowin, 
and  one  of  them  having  feparated  from  the 
reft  and  advanced  towards  Beaubafiin,  the 
inhabitants  of  this  place  refclved  on  abandon- 
ing the  place,  and  the  favages  immediately 
fet  fire  to  it.  This  affair  happened  the  2d  of 
May. 

The  fame  day  major  Lawrence  landed  the 
Englifh  troops  at  the  point  of  Beaufejour  on 
the  continent :  the  captain  of  the  coaft  went 
to  fpeak  to  them  with  a  white  flag ;  repre- 
fented  to  them  how  thefe  lands  belonged  to 
France,  and  that  he  had  orders  not  to  fuffer 
them  to  remain  there. 

The 
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The  Englifh  then  defired  to  fpeak  with  the1 
French  commandant :  the  chevalier  de  La- 
corne,  who,  having  had  an  account  of  their 
march j  was  come  to  this  place,  defired,  of 
himfelf,  to  have  a  conference  with  the  Englifh 
commander.  After  fome  parleys  among  the 
fubaltern  officers,  major  Lawrence  agreed  to 
the  conference,  and  the  chevalier  de  Lacorne 
went  halfway  to  meet  him. 

The  Englifh  commander  expreffed  to  the 
chevalier  de  Lacorne,  his  furprife  at  the  fire 
of  Beaubafiin,  and  at  finding  the  French  on 
Englifh  territories:  and  that  he  had  orders 
from  general  Cornwaliis  to  defire  he  wouid 
evacuate  the  place,  and  that  it  was  acting  in 
a  manner  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  and 
good  faith,  to  come  on  thefe  grounds  and  to 
perfuade  the  Indians  to  make  war  on  the 
Englifh. 

The  French  commandant's  anfwer  to  ma- 
jor Lawrence  was,  that  he  ought  not  to  be 
furprifed  at  finding  him  in  the  pofts  which  he 
held,  inafmuch  as  M.  de  la  Jonquiere  had  ac- 
quainted M.  Cornwaliis  with  it  -3  that  it  was 
without  any  foundation  he  laid  the  motions 
of  the  Acadians  to  his  charge,  in  which  he 
had  no  more  fhare  than  in  the  fire  of  Beau- 
bafiin, of  which  the  favages  only  were  the 
authors.  As  for  the  reft,  he  had  orders  to 
fuffer  no  defcent  to  be  made  on  this  coaft 
which  belonged  to  France,  and  to  repel  force 
by  force. 

Upcn 
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"  Upon  this  the  two  commanders  parted, 
and  major  Lawrence  immediately  made  a 
iignal  to  his  troop  to  reimbark,  which  was 
executed. 

Such  are  the  exact  particulars  of  what 
pafTed  in  this  adventure,  on  the  cccalion  of 
which  M.  Cornwallis  thought  proper  to  be 
the  firir.  to  make  complaints.  They  agree 
with  what  he  has  himi'elf  faid  concerning  the 
march  of  his  troops:  but  it.refults  therefrom, 
that  the  French  have  not  entered  the  peninfula 
of  Acadia  as  it  had  been  advanced  ;  that  they 
have  had  no  mare  in  the  exceffes  committed 
by  the  Savages,  or  in  the  motions  of  the  Aca- 
dians;  that  M.  Cornwallis  ought  to  afcribe 
them  foleiy  to  the  conduct  which  he  obferved 
towards  both  people,  and  that  it  is  with  great 
injuftice  he  lays  them  to  the  charge  of  the 
French. 

What  is  here  advanced  in  relation  to  the 
conducl;  of  that  governor,  they  are  not  igno- 
rant of  in  London  ;  the  relation  of  it  having 
been  made  public  there. 

The  difpofitions  and  object  of  M.  Com- 
wallis's  armament  were  inferred  in  the  Ga- 
zette of  Bofton  in  New  England,  where  it 
was  confidered.  as  an  act  of  hoftility  on  his 
part. 

Letters  from  Hallifax,   containing  not  only 
a  detail  of  all  the  preparations  made  for  this 
expedition,  but  alfo  the  circumflances  of  an  ad- 
venture which  had  preceded  in  the  interior  palt 
N  of 
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bf  the  peninfula  between  fome  of  the  Englifli 
troops  and  fome  of  the  Savages,  appeared  in 
print  in  London  the  26th  of  laft  Auguft. 

Thefe  very  letters  are  an  evidence  of  ge- 
neral Cornwallis's  acting  as  in  an  open  and 
declared  war  againft  the  Savages,  againft 
the  inhabitants  of  his  government,  and  even 
againfl  the  French,  who  are  the  king's  fob- 
jects. 

'Tis  moreover  known  it  was  a  genera!  re- 
port in  that  country,  that  the  fame  governor 
was  to  form  more  enterprizes.  And  from  a 
letter  which  he  wrote  the  marquis  de  la  Jon- 
quiere  the  5th  of  May,  O.  S.  of  which  a  copy 
is  here  annexed,  'tis  plain  his  difpofitions  were 
far  from  being  peaceable. 

The  king  is  entitled  to  expect  from  the 
juftice  of  his  Britannick  majefty,  that  he  will 
be  pleafed  to  give  directions  that  M.  Cornwai- 
lis  do  behave  himfelf  with  more  moderation, 
and  in  a  manner  that  is  agreeable  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  two  crowns,  fo  as  peace  may  be 
maintained,  and  that  he  will  not  fufFer  him  to 
indulge  himfelf  in  acts  of  violence  fo  contrary 
to  the  ftipulations  of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht,  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  the  com- 
miffion  eftablifhed  at  Paris. 

The  king  reiterates  his  aflurances  in  this  place, 
that  if  his  officers  were  guilty  of  enterprifes  of 
this  nature,  fo  long  as  they  mall  not  be  corn-* 
pelled  to  it  in  order  to  repel  force  by  force,  his 
majefty  would  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  punilli 

them 
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them  in  an  exemplary  manner.  He  has 
caufed  his  intentions  on  this  head,  to  be  both 
explained  and  renewed  to  them,  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  they  will  be  certainly  obeyed  :  It 
may  be  alfo  depended  on,  that  in  their  inter- 
courfe  with  the  officers  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  they  will  never  fall  into  fuch  declama- 
tions as  would  not  be  allowable,  even  in  the 
bloodieft  war. 

It  is  left  to  his  Britannic  majefty,  to 
judge  of  the  ftyle  of  M.  Cornwall's  letter 
to  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  Dated  Haufax, 
May  5,  (0.  S.) 

We  mall  conclude  with  obferving  that 
M-  de  la  Jonquiere,  on  reception  of  the  king9 
orders,  which  were  exchanged  laft  year  with 
thofe  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  for  the 
exchange  of  prifoners,  has  immediately  caufed 
all  thofe  who  were  in  his  power,  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  an  Englifh  officer,  belong- 
ing to  the  government  of  New- York,  and 
given  the  moil  peremptory  orders  through- 
out all  his  government  to  make  the  ranfom 
of  the  prifoners,  who  were  among  the  fa- 
vages,  as  eafy  as  poffible  to  the  Englifh, 
In  order  to  thefe  operations,  he  has  not  even 
waited  to  have  the  fureties  which  he  would 
Jiave  been  entitled  to  require  of  the  Englifh 
governors.  And  from  thence,  the  Britiih 
miniftry  may  form  a  judgment  of  the  French 
N  g  go* 
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governor's  private  difpofitions,  and  of  the  orders 
which  have  been  given  him  in  every  thing 
relating  to  the  union  of  both  nations. 

'Twas  hoped,  the  Englifh  governors  would 
have  acted  with  the  fame  good  Faith,  and  the 
lame  exaclnefs,  in  fending  back  the  French 
prifoners  ;  and,  it  is  not  doubted,  but 
the  court  of  England,  will  at  all  events, 
think  proper  to  give  freih  orders,  relative 
thereto,-  to  prevent  all  complaints  on  this  fub- 
jecc  hereafter. 

NUMBER     V. 

Extra  St  of  the  interrogatories  of  the  four  Eng- 
liih  trader s,  taken  upon  the  territories  of 
France  *. 

N  the  year  1751,  and  the  191th  of  the 
month  of  June,  before  Noon,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  us,  the  Marquis  de  la  Jonquiere 
commander  of  the  Royal  and  Military  order 
of  St.  Lewis,  Chef  d'Efcadre  of  the  naval 
forces,  governor  and  lieutenant  general  for  the 
king,  of  all  New-France,  Ifle  Royal,  and  its 
appendages,  lands,  and  countries  of  Louifi- 
ana  ;  being  prefent,  the  baron  de  Longueil, 
governor  of  the  city  and  government  of 
Montreal,  and  M.  Varin,  commifiary  of  the 

*  Thefe  interrogatories  prove  that  the  governor  of 
Philadelphia  ufed  to  give  to  the  Englifh  traders,  millions 
to  traffick  on  the  French  territories,  and  that  he  had  an 
cmiflary.  who  was  charged  to  make  prefents  to  the  fava- 
ges  of  thefe  territories,  in  order  to  excite  them  to  a  war. 

marine, 
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marine,  and  head-magiftrate  of  the  lame  city; 
in  our  cabinet  at  the  cattle  of  Vandreuil,  where 
we  live,  in  the  faid  city  of  Montreal. 

We  have  caufed  to  be  brought  before  us, 

four  Englifhmen,  &c< — ' Being  affifted 

by  Daniel  Jofeph  Maddox  an  Englifh  intrepre- 
ter,  duly  fworn,  maintained  by  the  king,  in 
order  to  ferve  us  in  the  faid  capacity,  wham 
we  have  fent  for,  in  order  to  interpret  the 
interrogatories ;  which  we  are  going  to  make 
to  the  faid  Englifli,  and  their  Anfwers.  To 
which  we  have  proceeded  feverally,  in  the 
following  manner. 

i.  Came  before  us  an  Englishman,  to  whom 
we  gave  to  underftand  by  the  means  of  the 
faid  Maddox,  that  we  required  his  oath  to 
fay  the  truth,  which  he  took  immediately, 
laying  his  hand  on  his  breaft,  according  to  the 
laws  and  ufages  of  Great-Britain,  by  which  he 
promifed,  and  fwore  he  would  fpeak  the  truth. 

Called  upon  to  declare  his  name,  firname, 
age,  profeffion,  town  of  his  birth,  of  his  refi- 
dence;  and,  on  what  government  it  de- 
pends. 

Anfwered,  That  his  name  was  Luke  Ir- 
win, ;  28  years  of  age,  that  he  is  a  travelling 
merchant,  a  native  of  Ireland,  an  inhabitant 
of  Philadelphia,  government  of  Pennfylvania. 

1.  Being  afked  how  long  he  has  been 
away  from  Pennfylvania,  where  he  went 
when  he  fet  out  from  thence,  and  where 
he  propofed  to  have  gone  to  ? 

Anfwered, 
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Anfwered,  That  he  does  not  precifely  re^ 
member  the  day  of  his  departure,  but  that 
it  was  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  of  the  laft 
year;  that  he  went  firfr.  to  the  village  of 
the  Chavanous  on  the  fair  river. 

2.  Being  alked  in  whofe  company  he  was 
when  he  left  Penfylvania,  and  what  was  his 
defign,  &c. 

Anfwered,  That  he  was  in  company  with 
two  Englifh  merchants,  and  fix  indented  fer- 
vitors  of  the  fame  nation,  in  order  to  carry 
the  goods,  which  they  were  fupplied  with,  to 
the  favage  nations;  and,  that  their  delign 
was,  to  get  rid  of  them  immediately,  in  order 
to  make  their  whole  returns  in  furs—  That 
he  had  a  printed  licence  from  James  Hamble- 
ton,  governor  of  Philadelphia  ;  to  trade  gene- 
rally every-where  among  the  friendly  Indians 
for  which  he  had  paid  fifty  millings  to  the  faid 
governor,  &c. 

3.  Being  afked,  whether  it  be  not  true, 
that  he  dealt  his  faid  goods  to  the  favage  na- 
tions, who  have  taken  refuge  on  the  Fair 
river,  la  Roche  river,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ?  Whether  he  has  given  them  at  a  low 
price,  perfuaded  them  they  were  finer,  and 
much  cheaper  than  thofe  of  the  French? 
And  how  long  he  has  carried  on  this  traffick 
with  thefe  nations. 

Anfwered,  That  he  dealt  his  goods  to  the 
favage   nations  on  the  Fair  river,    la  Roche 
river  and  every  where  eife  he  met  with  In- 
dians, 
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dians.  That  he  has  let  them  have  his  com- 
modities very  cheap  in  exchange  for  their  furs  j 
that  he  has  not  depreciated  the  French  goods, 
but  that  the  favages  themfelves  make  a  great 
difference  between  them* 

4.  Afked,  Whether  it  be  not  true,  that  the 
foregoing  years  and  this,  he  has  carried,  by 
order  of  the  governor  of  Philadelphia,  and 
at  the  expence  of  the  province,  merTages* 
firings  of  wampum,  Englifh  flags  and  hatchets 
to  the  faid  favage  nations,  together  with  con- 
fiderable  prefents,  and  a  quantity  of  rum, 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  acknowledge  none 
but  the  Englifh,  to  infpire  them  with 
fentiments  of  hatred  towards  the  French, 
and  influence  them  to  their  deftru&ion  :  pro- 
mifing  them  for  that  purpofe,  a  fum  of  money 
for  each  French  fcalp:  If  it  be  not  like- 
wife  true,  that  he  fpoke  the  Chevanon  lan- 
guage, Chavaguaronne,  or  the  language  of 
the  Iroquois,  another  language  of  the  na- 
tions on  the  White  river,  and  feveral  others  : 
and  if  in  confideration  of  this,  the  faid  governor 
has  not  fent  him  to  the  Fair  river,  la  Roche 
river,  and  other  places ;  in  order  to  execute 
his  fchemes. 

Anfwered,  That  he  has  carried  to  the 
favage  nations,  fome  wampum,  hatchets,  and 
rum  to  entertain  them  with.  But,  that  he  has 
not  carried  them  from  the  governor,  either 
mefages,  firings  of  wampum,  hatchets,  or 
prefents,   or  ram.      That  this  governor,    in 

order 
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order  to  carry  his  mejjages  to  the  nations y 
makes  life  of  the  fieur  George  Crocquen, 
merchant ;,  who  is  his  grand  interpreter ;  who 
has  always  with  him  a  Frenchman,  called 
Andrew  Montour,  by  origin  a  Canadian,  as  he 
heard  it  faid  -,  who  attends  him  in  his  progrefs, 
among  all  the  favages,  whofe  languages  he 
ipeaks  to  perfection  j  that  he  is  ignorant  as 
to  the  faid  Crocquen's  being  now  among  the 
Indians ;  but  he  knows,  that  he  was  not  to 
delay  Jetting  out  ajter  himfelft  by  order  of 
the  governor,  to  carry  a  mejj'age  to  the  Mic- 
macs, and  all  the  other  nations:  That  his 
being  deputed,  was  owing  to  *  the  Micmacs 
having  been  laft  year,  with  the  faid  Crocquen 
at  Vefkak,  where  he  has  a  houfe,  with  fix- 
teen  other  merchants,  in  order  to  delire 
that  he  would  receive  them.  And  that  the 
laid  Montour  was  going  to  allure  thefe  nations, 
on  behalf  of  the  faid  governor,  that  they 
ihould  meet  with  a  £ood  reception  from  the 
Englifh.  That  he  could  not  fay  whether  the 
orders  of  this  governor  were  to  influence  thefe 
nations  to  the  deftruction  of  the  French,  be- 
caufe  when  he  came  away,  the  Micmacs  were 
not  then  arrived  at  Philadelphia;  and'  that 
nothing  had  tranfpired:  that  he  talks  Cha- 
vanon,  Chavagaronne,  •  and  feveral  other  In- 
dian languages,  but  that  he  has  not  been  chofen 
to  be  the  bearer  of  the  governor's  meflage. 
5.  Afked,  &c. 

#  The  depofition  of  the  fourth  witnefs,  proves  thp 
falfity  of  this  excufe. 
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6.  Afked  if  it  is  not  true,  that  he  was 
on  the  Fair  river  with  a  number  of  Englifh 
traders,  during  the  campaign  made  by  M-  de 
Celoron,  now  major  and  commandant  of  the 
Streight,  in  the  year  1749;  by  the  order  of 
the  marquis  de  la  Galiffioniere,  commander 
in  chief  of  all  New  France,  and  its  depen- 
dencies ;  that  they  were  fummoned  to  with- 
draw from  the  territories  of  the  king  pur 
mailer  :  that  they  were  forbidden  to  return 
there;  and  that  the  faid  fieur  de  Celoron  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Philadelphia,  to 
acquaint  him  what  he  had  done;  and  to 
warn  him,  that  if  Engliih  traders  mould 
re-appear  on  the  king's  territories,  he  would 
not  be  anfwerable  to  him  for  the  confe^ 
quences. 

Anfwered,  that  he  heard  mention  made  of 
the  campaign  of  M.  Celoron  on  the  Fair  Pviver, 
the  prohibitions  which  he  made  to  the  Engliih 
traders,  and  the  letter  he  wrote  to  the  gover- 
nor of  Philadelphia.  But  that  he  did  not  thins 
himfelf  obliged  to  conform  to  thefe  prohibi- 
tions, and  that  he  conformed  himfelf  to  the 
terms  of  the  permiffion  which  was  given  him 
by  his  governor. 

Ledturewas  made  to  the  faid  Luke  Irwin 
of  the  prefent  interrogatories,  &£. 

Came  before  us  an  Englishman,  whom  we 

caufed  to  be  informed  by  the  faid  Maddox, 

that  we  required  his  oath  to  fpeak  the  truth, 

which  he  immediately  took,  his  hand  being 

O  on 
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ori  his  breaft  according  to  the  laws  and  ufages 
of  Great  Britain,  by  which  he  promifed  and 
fwore  he  would  fpeak  the  truth 

Called  upon  to  tell  us  his  name,  furname, 
age,  profeffion,  the  town  he  was  born  in, 
that  of  his  rerldence,  and  to  what  government, 
it  belonged. 

Anfwered,  his  name  to  be  Jofeph  Fortiner, 
his  age  26,  that  he  was  a  hired  fervant,  a 
traveller,  born  in  and  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town  of  Gerge,  belonging  to  the  government 
of  New  York. 

Interrogated  on  the  firft  interrogatory,  which 
was  read  to  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  he  has  been  abfent  from 
Gerge  thefe  four  years  pari:  j  that  he  has  kept 
the  moil  part  of  the  time  in  the  woods :  that 
in  the  winter  he  ufed  to  retire  to  the  village  of 
Scaniris  belonging  to  the  government  of  Phi- 
ladelphia 5  that  he  has  been  with  the  Cheva- 
nons  of  the  Fair  River,  and  wherever  he  could 
carry  on  a  trade  with  the  Indian  natives. 

Interrogated  on  the  fecond  interrogatory 
which  was  read  to  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  hr  qame  out  with  Michael 
Tefle  with  an  inter,  ^o  trade  with  the  favages ; 
that  he  hired  hlmfelf  to  the  faid  Tefle,  in 
order  to  help  him  to  carry  down  his  goods  with 
hishcri.es.  That  he  and  the  other  Englifhmen 
whohave  beer,  taken,  burnt  their  bills  of  parcels  -> 
that  he  cannot  therefore  tell  us  to  what  value 
his  amounted  in  goods  5  that  he  had  them  from 

the 
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the  fame  man  that  fupplied  Luke  Irwin  ;  that 
he  had  a  licence  from  the  governor  of  Philadel- 
phia, which  he  left  in  his  cabin  in  the  villages 
belonging  to  the  nations,  called  in  Englilh 
Vendacki  fituated  .near  the  Chevanons. 

Being  interrogated  on  the  third  interrogatory, 
which  was  read  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  he  dealt  his  merchandizes 
to  the  nations  who  have  taken  refuge  on  the 
fair  River,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  that 
he  never  offered  to  depreciate  the  Frenh  goods 
in  the  prefence  of  the  favages,  but  that  they  faid 
they  preferred  dealing  with  the  Englifh,  becaufe 
their  goods  were  more  beautiful  and  cheaper 
than  thofe  of  the  French  ;  that  he  has  been 
but  four  years,  as  he  told  us,  carrying  on  a 
trade  with  thefe  nations. 

Bein^  examined  on  the  eighth  interrogatory, 
which  was  read  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  in  1749  he  was  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Sefkina  belonging  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Philadelphia,  where  he  heard  mention 
made  of  M.  de  Celeron's  campaign  on  the 
Fair  River,  and  that  he  has  no  knowledge  of 
what  relates  further  to  the  faid"  interrogatory. 

Lecture  being  made  to  the  faid  Jofeph 
Fortiner  of  the  prefent  interrogatories  and  his 
anfwers,  &c. 

Came  before  us  an  Englishman,  to  whom 
we  gave  to  underftand,  by  means  of  the  faid 
Maddox,  that  we  required  his  oath  to  fpeak 
the  truth,  which  oath  he  took,  &c. 

.     Called 
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Called  upon  to  tell  his  name,  &c. 
Anfwered,  that  his  name  is  Thomas 
Bourke,  his  age  23,  that  he  is  a  traveller, 
a  native  of  Cork  in  Ireland,  and  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  village  of  Leinguefter  near  Phila- 
delphia. 

Interrogated  on  the  nrfi  interrogatory,  which 
was  read  to  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  it  is  almoft  eight  years  fince 
he  came  out  of  Ireland,  that  he  has  been 
away  from  his  village  only  thefe  ten 
months  paft  ;  that  he  was  hired  to  John  Mar- 
tin, an  Englifh  trader  on  the  Fair  River,  that 
he  fet  out  with  two  more  fervitors  to  go 
and  trade,  at  three  leagues  from  Otfendoiket, 
and  that  from  thence  he  had  propofed  to  return 
home  to  Leinguefter. 

Examined  on  the  fecond  interrogatory. 

Anfwered,  that  his  company  confifted  only 
of  the  two  Engliihmen,  of  whom  he  has  juft 
made  mention  ;  that  the  goods  he  had,  in- 
cluding the  horfes,  might  have  been  com- 
puted worth  1 500  livres ;  that  he  had  left  the 
whole  at  a  fmall  river,  about  two  leagues  from 
where  the  Father  de  la  Richardie  has  wintered 
inthe keeping  of  twoEnglifhmen  whoran  away, 
leaving  all  behind  them  the  moment  they 
were  informed  of  their  arreft  :  that  thefe  goods 
belonged  to  the  faid  Martin,  who  had  bought 
them  of  two  different  merchants  at  Philadel- 
phia, the  name  of  one  of  whom  is  Chippe, 
tbdt  he  had'  a  permijjion  from  the  governor  of 
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Philadelphia,  and  that  he  has  left  it  at  the 
abovementioned  river,  with  the  goods. 

Examined  on  the  eighth  interrogatory,  &c. 

Anfwered,  that  he  has  had  '  knowledge  of 
M.  de  Ceioron's  campaign  on  the  Fair  River, 
and  the  le:ter  which  he  wrote  the  governor  of 
Philadelphia  ;  that  it  was  given  to  the  fervitors 
of  George  Crocquen  firft  interpreter,  but  that 
he  knows  not  whether  it  has  been  delivered. 

Ledure  being  made  to  the  faid  Thomas 
Bourke  of  the  prefent  interrogatories,  with  his 
anfwers,  &c. 

Came  before  us  an  Englifhman,  who  after 
having  made  oath,  &c. 

Called  upon  to  tell  us  his  name,  furname, 
age,  &c. 

Anfwered,  that  his  name  is  George  Pathon, 
that  he  is  20  years  of  age,  a  merchant  trading 
withthelndians,  a  native  and  inhabitant  of  Wel- 
lenfthon,  in  the  government  of  Philadelphia. 

Interrogated  on  the  firft  interrogatory  which 
was  read  to  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  he  fet  out  from  Willenfmon 
the  24th  of  Auguft  of  lafl  year,  Englifh  flyle, 
that  he  went  to  the  Micmacs  on  La  Roche 
river,  thirty  leagues  from  the  fort  of  the 
Micmacs,  as  he  thinks,  with  an  intent  to  trade 
with  thefe  favages. 

Examined  on  the  fecond  interrogatory  which 
was  read  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  That  he  had  two  fervants  with 
him,  and  was  in  the  company  qf  an  Engliili 

merchant. 
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merchant,  who  had  five.  That  they  all  came 
together  to  the  river  of  la  Roche,  where  they 
met  with  fifty  Englifh  merchants  or  fervitors, 
lodged  in  the  cabins  of  the  Micmacs,  the  chief 
of  which  is  called  the  Damfel -,  that  thefe 
cabins  are  in  a  fort ;  that  he  had  to  the  a- 
mount  of  feventhoufandlivres  worth  of  goods, 
and  that  he  came  out  provided  with  a  permilfion 
from  the  governor  of  Philadelphia  *  for  which 
he  was  made  to  pay  a  piftole.  This  permiffion 
he  left  behind  him  in  his  box  in  his  cabin  at 
the  faid  Micmacs. 

Interrogated  on  the  third  tinterrogatory, 
which  was  read  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  he  dealt  out  his  goods  to 
the  Indians,  who  have  taken  refuge  on  the 
Fair  river,  la  Roche  river,  and  the  parts  ad- 
jacent. That  it  was  the  firft  time  of  his  go- 
ing to  la  Roche  river ;  that  he  carried  on  his 
trade,  exhibiting  his  merchandize,  and  agree- 
ing about  the  price  with  the  lavages,  without 
any  intent  to  depreciate  the  French  goods. 

•*  With  regard  to  thefe  permiffion,  it  is  neceflary  to 
remind  our  readers,  that  they  are  fo  many  infringements 
of  the  laws  of  trade  founded  on  the  treaties.  The  ra- 
vages having  no  territory,  may  freely  trade  in  all  the 
countries,  Englifh  as  well  as  French,  as  to  the  Euro- 
pean nations,  none  can  trade  with  the  favages,  but  on 
its  own  territory.  Thefe  letters  of  the  Englifh  gover- 
nor's, given  to  traders,  authorifing  them  to  trade  in  the 
countries  which  France  is  in  pofleilion  of,  are  therefore, 
fo  many  encroachments  ;  thefe  Englifh  traders  carried 
on  a  meer  counterband  trade,  by  the  permiilion  of  their 
governor. 

Inter* 
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Interrogated  on  the  fourth  interrogatory, 
which  was  read  him  word  for  word. 

Anfwered,  that  he  has  only  heard  it  faid, 
e  That  the  governor  of  Philadelphia  had  given 
f  into  the  hands  of  George  Crocquen,  great 
f  interpreter,  merchandizes  to  the  value  of 
'  about  a  thoufand  pittoles  for  the  lavages/ 
That  he  ranges  the  woods  in  company  with 
the  faid  Mantour,  a  French  Canadian,  in 
order  to  diipofe  of  them  to  the  refugee  nations 
of  the  Fair  river  and  that  of  la  Roche,  and  m 
particular  to  the  Micmacs ;  and  that  he  can 
fay  nothing  further  as  to  the  other  fads  con- 
tained in  the  faid  interrogatory :  denies  hi& 
understanding  any  favage  language. 

Aiked,  if  it  be  not  true  that  he  has  been, 
arretted  in  the  fort  of  the  Micmacs  by  order 
of  M.  de  Villiers,  who  commands  at  the  faid 
fort  5  and  that  he  went  thither  with  an  intent 
to  difpofe  of  his  merchandize. 

Anfwered,  that  he  went  to  the  fort  of  the  \ 
Micmacs,  upon  the  favages  telling  him  the 
French  would  be  glad  to  fee  him;  that  he 
was  furprifed  at  being  arretted  in  the  faid 
fort ;  that  he  wanted  to  purchafe  there  a  gun 
and  fome  tobacco,  and  that  he,  on  that  account 
had  brought  with  him  five  filk  caps,  a  piece 
of  common  holland,  and  twelve  filk  handker- 
chiefs i  and  that  the  whole  was  feizcd  by 
the  fieur  de  Villiers,  as  alfo  his  horfe  ;  that  his 
boots  and  portmanteau,  where  his  cloaths 
were,    was  left  in  an  Indian  cabbin,   from 
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whence  they  were  to  have  been  lent  to  h&&, 
to  the  Detroit  -,  but,  that  fince  he  has  had  no 
account  of  them  :  he  further  fays,  that  another 
horfe  of  his,  mounted  by  a  favage,  who  ferved 
him  by  way  of  guide;  was  alfo  feized. 

Afked,  if  it  be  not  true,  that  when  he  de- 
termined to  go  to  the  French  fort  of  the 
Micmacs,  he  made  prefents :  or,  that  prefents 
were  made  by  fome  body,  to  the  Refugee 
nations  of  the  Fair  river,  or  river  la  Roche ; 
in  order  to  extract  a  promife  from  them,  that 
if  he  was  attacked,  or  flopped,  they  would 
take  vengeance  for  it. 

Anfwered,  and  denied  the  faid  interroga- 
tory, in  all  its  contents. 

Interrogated  if  it  be  not  true,  that  the 
goods,  which  were  feized  at  la  Croix,  within 
twenty  leagues  of  the  fort  of  the  Micmacs, 
belonged  to  him  ;  and  that  they  are  the  fame 
that  are  mentioned  in  the  verbal  procefs  of  the 
fieur  Montigny,  an  officer,  dated  the  2d  of 
December,  1750,  of  which  we  caufed  lecture 
to  be  made  to  him. 

Anfwered,  that  he  left  his  goods  at  la. 
Croix,  that  he  acknowledges  thofe  mentioned 
in  the  verbal  procefs  to  be  of  the  fame  fort 
with  his,  but  in  a  much  left  quantity  -,  that 
for  the  reft,  he  does  not  know  whether  his 
fervitors  have  carried  off  the  reft,  when  they 
ran  away,  or  what  is  become  of  them 

Interrogated  on  the  eighth  interrogatory 
which  was  read  to  him  word  for  word 

Anfweredj 
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Anfwered,  that  he  was  not  at  the  Fair 
river  in  1749,  but  that  he  heard  mention 
made  of  M.  Celeron's  campaign  on  that  ri- 
ver in  the  fame  year ;  and  the  prohibitions  he 
made  to  the  Engliili  traders.  That  he  alio 
heard,  the  faid  Celoron  wrote  to  the  governor 
of  Philadelphia  on  that  occafion  ;  but  that  he 
heard  atvthe  fame  time  that  this  letter  was  not 
delivered  to  him ;  that  the  aforenamed  Croc- 
quen  interpreter-general  tore  it,  in  order  to 
conceal  the  knowledge  of  it  from  him,  and 
to  prevent  his  making  any  inhibitions  in  con- 
quence  thereof. 

Lecture  being  made  to  John  Patton  of  the 
prefent  interrogatories  and  his  anfwers,  and 
being  called  upon  to  declare  if  he  will  alter, 
retrench  from,  or  add  to  his  anfwers ;  feys 
they  contain  the  truth,  that  he  adheres  to 
them  j  but  notwithstanding  adds  that  tile  fold 
interpreter- general  Crocquen,  has  at  all  times 
endeavoured  to  influence  the  Indians  to  the  de- 
ftruclion  of  the  French;  and  that  at  Ian:  by  the 
dint  of  prefents  he  ilicceeded  in  procuring  the 
maflacre  of  rive  of  them  in  the  upper  countries; 
that  all  thefe  fteps  were  mterrcfted  arid  taken 
with  a  view  to  engsbfs  :he   whole  trade,  and 

that  the  French  mizht  be  deterred  from  trad- 

<  -> 

ing  with  the  Indians.  That  with  regard 
to  the  letters  which  M.  de  Celeron  wrote  to 
the  governor  c  u  three  of  them 

were  intercepted  by  the.  laid  Crocquen  :  left 
if  he  came  to  the  knowledge   of  all  his  prb> 
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ceedings  *  he  mould  not  fufFer  him  to  go  a- 
mong  the  Savages,  and  has  figned  with  us  at 
every  page.  As  alfoM.  the  baron  de  Longueil, 
M.  Varin,  the  faid  Maddox,  interpreter,  and 
our  fecretary.  Thus  have  figned  John  Patton 
D.  J.  Maddox,  la  Jonquiere,  Longueil,  Va- 
rin, and  St  Saveur,  fecretary. 

NUMBER    VI. 

Warning  fent  by  the  order  of  M.  de  Contreccenr 
captain  of  one  of  the  Independent  companies 
of  the  Marine  detachment ;  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majeftys  troops  on  the  fair  River, 
to  the  commandant  oj  thdfe  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain^  and  carried  by  M.  le  Merrier, 
April  1 6,  1754. 

Sir, 

NOthing  can  equal  the  furprife  I  am  in 
at  your  attempting  a  Settlement  on 
the  territories  of  the  king  my  mafter;  and 
this  is  what  induces  me  to  depute  to  you, 
the  chevalier  le  Mercier  captain  of  ca- 
noniers,  bombardiers,  commandant  of  the 
artillery  of  Canada ;  that  I  may  be  informed 
by  yourfelf  Sir,  by  virtue  of  what  order  you 
are  come  to  fortify  yourfelf  on  the  dominions 
of  the  king  my  mafter.     This  procedure  ap- 

*  This  has  been  added,  in  order  to  juftify  the  gover- 
nor, it  has  been  feen  higher  that  this  gentleman  had 
given  to  the  value  of  a  thoufand  piftoles  of  merchan- 
dize to  Crocquen,  to  be  diftributed  among  the  Savages. 
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pears  to  me  to  be  Co  contrary  to  the  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  at  Aix-la-chapelle,  between 
his  mofl  Chriflian  majefty  and  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  -,  that  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  whofe 
charge  I  am  to  lay  fuch  an  ufurpation,  as  the 
lands  fituated  along  the  Fair  river  belong  in- 
conteftibly  to  the  moil  Chriflian  king. 

Sir,  I  have  been  allured,  that  your  en- 
croachment has  been  concerted  only  by  a 
company  which  had  more  the  interefls  of  its 
trade  in  view,  than  the  prefervation  of  the 
union  and  harmony  that  fubfifl  between  the 
two  crowns,  of  France  and  Great  Britain : 
although  the  prefervation  of  it  be  of  as  much 
importance,  to  your  nation  as  it  is  to  ours. 

Sir,  Be  that  as  it  may,  if  you  are  come 
here  provided  with  orders,  I  give  you  this 
warnihg,  in  the  name  of  the  king  my  mailer, 
by  virtue  of  the  orders  which  I  have  from  my 
general  for  that  purpofe  j  to  withdraw  peace- 
ably with  your  troops  from  the  king's  terri- 
tories ',  and  not  to  return  ;  otherwife  my  duty 
will  oblige  me  to  compel  you  thereto.  I 
hope  fir,  you  will  not  defer  an  inflant  to 
comply  with  this,  Cand  that  you  will  not  lay 
me  under  the  neceffity  of  coming  to  the  lafl 
extremeties  ;)  in  which  cafe  fir,  you  may  be 
affured  I  will  give  orders  that  no  harm  mail 
be  done  you  by  my  detachment. 

I  am  to  tell    you  beforehand  fir,  that  it 

will  be  in  vain   to   requeft   an  hour's  delay, 

or  thsitl  will  confent  to  your  waiting  for  the 
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orders  of  your  governor  ;  he  has  none  to  give 
on  the  dominions  of  the  king  my  mailer. 
Thole  which  I  have  received  from  my  gene- 
ral arc  the  rule  I  mult  conduct  my  fell'  by  -, 
and  which  I  rnuft  not  deviate  from. 

If  on  the  contrary  it  mould  fo  happen 
that  you  have  no  orders,  and  that  you  are 
come  only  to  trade :  I  am  forry  I  muft  tell 
you,  that  I  mall  be  under  a  neceffity  of  fee- 
ing you,  and  confifcating  your  goods  to  the 
profit  of  the  Savages,  our  children,  allies  and 
friends,  as  you  have  no  right  to  carry  on  any 
contraband  trade. 

This  was  the  reafon  fir,  why  we  arretted 
lafl  year  two  Engliihmeirwho  traded  on  our 
territories.  As  for  the  reft,  my  mafter  in- 
fills only  on  what  is  his  right ;  his  intention 
is,  in  no  ways  to  diflurb  the  good  harmony 
and  the  friendship,  which  fubfift,  between 
his  maiefty  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

-  The  general  of  Canada  can  give  proofs  of 
his  concurrence,  in  the  prefervation  of  the 
perfect  union  which  fubfiils  between  thefe 
two  friendly  princes ;  inafmuch  as  being  in- 
formed, that  fome  Iroquois  and  Nepiffingues 
of  the  lake  of  the  two  mountains,  had  ftruck 
and  deflroyed  an  Engiim  family  towards  Ca- 
rolina :  he  caufed  the  paifage  to  be  flopped, 
and  compelled  them  to  furrender  him  a  little 
boy  of  this  family,  who  was  the  only  living 
one  of  it  3    and  M,  Ulrick,  who  was  then 
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charged    with    a    negotiation    at   Montreal, 
brought  him  with  him  back  to  Bofton. 

He  has  moreover,  forbidden  the  Savages 
to  practice  their  ufual  barbarities  on  the  Eng- 
lish with  whom  we  are  in  friendfhip. 

Sir,  I  might  make  ufe  of  bitter  complaints, 
againft  the  mitigations  employed  all  laft  win- 
ter to  prevail  on  the  Savages  to  take  up 
the  hatchet  and  flrike  us,  while  we  make  it 
our  ftudy  to  preferve  peace, 

I  am  well  aware  fir,  of  the  polite  manner 
with  which :  you  will  receive  M.  le  Mercier, 
as  well  on  account  of  his  errand  as  his  dis- 
tinction and  peribnal  merit.  I  expect  you 
will  fend  him  back  to  me  with  one  of  your 
officers,  who  is  to  bring  me  a  precife  anfwer, 
figned  by  yourfelf. 

As  you  have  fome  Savages  with  you  fir,  I 
have  lent  along  with  M.  le  Mercier,  an  in- 
terpreter, that  they  may  be  made  acquainted 
with  my  intentions  in  regard  to  them. 

I  am,   &c. 
Done  in  the  camp,  Signed 

CoNTRECOEUR. 


NUMB- 


April  1 6,  1754. 


(  u* ; 

NUMBER    VII. 

A  Copy  of  tbe  orders  given  to  M.  de  Jumon- 
<uille  by  M.  Contrecceur>  May  2 3,    1754. 

WEj  captain  of  the  company  of  a  de- 
tachment of  the  marine,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  party  on  the  Fair  river  s  the 
forts  of  du  Quefne,  prefque  Ifle,  and  the  river 
Beeves. 

The  fieur  de  Jumonville,  enfign  in  the 
troops,  is  hereby  commanded  to  fet  out  im- 
mediately with  an  officer,  three  cadets,  a  vo- 
lunteer, an  Englifh  interpreter,  and  twenty- 
eight  men  ;  and  proceed  to  reconnoitre  till  he 
comes  to  the  highlands.  He  is  to  follow  the 
courfe  of  the  river  Mononghela  in  wheel-car- 
riages till  he  comes  to  the  carthoufe  :  after  this 
he  is  to  march  till  fuch  time  as  he  mail  find  out 
the  road,  communicating  with  that  which  is 
faid  to  have  been  made  by  the  Englifh. 

The  Savages  give  out  that  the  Englim 
are  marching  to  attack  us,  which  we  cannot 
give  credit  to,  we  being  in  peace.  But  if  con- 
trary to  expectation  it  mould  fo  happen,  that 
the  fieur  de  Jumonville  difcovered  any  mo- 
tions the  Englifh  were  making  on  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  king's  dominions  j  he  is  to 
repair  thither,  and  deliver  them  the   meffage 


which  we  commit  to  his  charge. 


We 
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We  command  him  in  fuch  cafe  to  difpatch 
to  us  before  he  delivers  his  warning  a  quick 
runner,  to  acquaint  us  with  what  he  has  dis- 
covered y  the  day  he  expects  to  deliver  the 
mefTage,  and  as  foon  as  he  has  delivered  it  to 
make  what  hafte  he  poffibly  can  to  bring 
us  the  anfwer. 

If  the  fieur  de  Jumonville  mould  hear  it 
reported  that  the  Englifh  are  going  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  mountain  #  he  is  not  to  pro- 
ceed beyond  the  high  grounds,  it  not  being 
our  intention  to  difturb  them ;  and  being 
defirous  to  preferve  the  union  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  two  crowns. 

We  recommend  to  the  fieur  de  Jumonville 
that  he  will  be  on  his  guard  againft.  all  fur- 
prife,  as  well  from  the  Savages  as  the  Englifh. 
If  he  mould  meet  with  any  Savages,  he  is 
to  tell  them  he  is  walking  out  to  fee  what 
paffes  on  the  king's  territories,  and  inform 
himfelf  of  the  different  roads,  and  he  is  to 
give  them  inftances  of  friendfhip. 

Done  at  the  camp  at  fort  du 
Quefne,  May  23,  1754. 

Signed 

CoNTRECOEUR. 

A   copy  of  the  warning  of  which.  M-  de 
Jumonville  was  bearer. 

*  The  Apalache3n  Mountains. 

Warning 
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Warning  which  the  fieur  de  Jumonvilk)  officer 
of  his  mo  ft  Chriftian  majejlys  troops  will 
give  to  the  commandant  of  the  Englijh 
troops )  if  he  do  meet  with  any  on  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  kings  dominion. 

Sir, 

IHAVE  been  already  informed  by 
the  favages,  that  you  were  advancing 
openly  with  an  armed  body  of  forces  into 
the  king's  territories.  Although  I  could  not 
give  any  credit  to  fuch  a  report,  yet  as  I  ought 
not  to  neglect  any  means  whereby  I  may  be 
rightly  informed,  I  detach  the  fieur  de  Ju- 
monville,  that  he  may  fee  if  there  be  any 
fuch  thing,  and  in  cafe  he  do  meet  with  you 
on  the  king's  territories,  that  he  may  warn 
you  in  the  king's  name,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
orders  which  I  have  for  that  purpofe  from 
my  general,  to  retire  peaceably  with  your 
troops;  otherwife  you  will  lay  me,  fir,  un- 
der the  necemty  of  compelling  you  thereto, 
and  ufing  all  the  means  for  that  purpofe, 
which  mall  appear  moft  effectual,  and  con- 
fiftent  with  the  honour  of  the  king's  arms. 
The  fale  of  the  lands  of  the  Fair  river  gives 
you  fo  forry  a  title  that  I  mail  be  obliged, 
fir,   to  repell  force  by  force. 

I  mufi:  tell  you  beforehand,   that  if  after 
this  warning  which  is  the  laft  /  mall  give 

you, 
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you,  any  act  of  hoftility  mall  enfue,  you  muft 
be  refponfible  for  it :  It  being  our  intention  to 
preferve  the  union  which  fubiifts  between  two 
princes  infriendfhip.  Whatever  be  yourdefigns, 
iir,  I  flatter  myfelf  you  willgiveM.de  Jumon- 
ville  all  the  inftances  of  regard  which  this 
officer  deferves,  and  that  you  will  fend  him 
back  to  me  immediately  that  I  may  be  in- 
formed of  your  intentions.     I  am,  &c. 

At  the    camp    of 

fort  du  Quefne,  Signed  Contrecamr. 

May  23,  1754. 

A  letter  wrote  by  M.  de  Contrecoeur  the  zd  of 
June  1754,  to  the  Marquis  du  Quefne. 

Sir, 

SINCE  the  letter  which  /had  the  ho- 
nour to  write  you  the  30th  of  lafl  May, 
wherein  I  told  you  that  /  expeifted  M.  de 
Jumonville  within  four  days :  I  have  been  Tuft 
informed  that  this  party  has  been  taken  and 
cut  off  to  the  number  of  eight  men,  of  whom, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Indians,  M.  de 
Jumonville  is  one.  One  Monceau,  a  Cana- 
dian, who  has  made  his  efcape,  fays,  that  in 
order  to  inciter  themfelves  from '  the  heavy 
rains,  they  built  themfelves  cabins,  where  they 
lay  the  whole  night.  The  next  morning, 
about  feven  o'clock,  they  faw  themfelves  fur- 
rounded  by  fbme  Englifh  on  one  fide,  and 
Q^_  favages 
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favages  on  the  other :  they  received  from  the 
Englifh  two  difcharges,  from  the  lavages 
none.  M.  de  Jumonville  defired,  by  the 
help  of  an  interpreter,  that  they  would  give 
over  firing,  as  he  had  fomething  to  fay  to 
them.  They  gave  over  ;  upon  which  M.  de 
Jumonville  caufed  the  warning  to  be  read  to 
them,  which  I  caufed  to  be  drawn  up  in  or- 
der that  they  might  withdraw,  and  of  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  copy. 
While  it  was  reading,  the  faid  Monceau  law 
all  our  people  coming  clofe  to  M.  Jumonville, 
fo  as  to  forma  plattoon  between  the  Englifh  and 
the  favages.  Monceau  took  this  opportunity 
to  get  off,  and  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way 
through  the  woods,  and  thus  arrived  partly 
by  land  and  the  reft  in  a  little  canoe  on  Mo- 
nonghela  river. 

This  is,  fir,  all  I  could  learn  from  Monceau. 
The  misfortune  is,  that  our  people  have  been 
furprifed  the  Englifh  had  difcovered  them, 
and  were  upon  them  before  our  people  had 
feen  them. 

I  receive  this  inftant,  fir,  a  letter  from  M. 
de  la  Chavegnerie,  which  /have  the  honour  to 
fend  you,  you  will  fee  by  it,  that  we  have  cer- 
tainly loft  eight  men,  of  whom  M.  de  Jumon- 
ville is  one.  The  favages,  who  were  prefent 
at  this  action,  fay  that  ne  was  killed  while  he 
liftened  to  the  reading  of  the  warning.  He 
was  fhot  in  the  head  j  after  which  they  pro- 
ceeded to  ftrike  :  intending  to  deftroy  all  our 
people.     The    favages,    who  were  prefent, 

threw 
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threw  themfelves  between,  and  flopped  the 
Englifh ;  otherwife  they  had  all  been  cut  off. 
Meff.  Drouillon  and  la  Force,  are  made  pri- 
soners. We  are  not  yet  informed  whether 
MerT.  de  Boucherville  and  du  Sable,  both 
cadets,  are  of  the  number  of  the  eight  who 
have  been  flain.  This  is  the  account  which 
we  had  from  the  favages. 

to 

I  believe,  fir,  you  will  be  furprifed  at  the 
bafe  proceedings  of  the  Englifh,  to  lay  violent 
hands  on  ambafTadors  to  aflaffinate  them,  is 
what  has  been  never  known  among  the  leaf! 
civilized  nations.  The  nations  are  fo  much 
provoked  at  it,  that  they  have  defired  my  leave 
to  ftrike  the  Englifh.  My  great  comerade 
is  a  Goyogwin  chief,  whom  /  fent  to  hold  a 
council  in  his  village  upon  the  blow  which 
has  been  given  us. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  Englifh  are  in 
march  with  an  army  of  five  thoufand  men  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  lavages,  who  alfo 
arTure,  that  their  vanguard  is  always  compoled 
of  fix  hundred  men,  and  that  they  are  making 
a  great  road  for  the  eafier  tranfpoiting  or  their 
heavy  cannon. .  As  /  have  certain  advice  of 
the  Englifh  being  on  their  march,  I  write 
word  to  M-  Pean,  to  ufe  all  pofhble  {peed  in 
bringing  up  the  provilions;  and  in  the  mean 
time  to  fend  us  three  hundred  men,  either  by 
land  or  water.  /  alfo  write  to  M.  de  Carque- 
ville,  in  cafe  M.  Pean  be  not  at  Tiadokouin, 
Qj>  to 
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to  come  with  the  fame  number  of  men  that  I 
dcfire  of  M-  Pean. 

Had  I  omitted  procuring  this  intelligence, 
which  unfortunately  con:  our  people  their 
liberty  and  lives,  the  Englifh  would  have  made 
their  approaches  without  being  difcovered ; 
whereas  now  we  caution  ourfelves  againft.  any 
thing  that  may  happen.  We  are  told  the 
main  body  is  ftill  at  a  diftance,  and  that  they 
will  take  up  at  leaft  a  moon  to  arrive  here. 
3Tis  like  wile  laid  that  they  fortify  TanariiTon, 
towards  the  fource  of  Mononghela  river.  This 
is  the  diicourfe  of  the  favages,  who  alfo  give 
out,  that  the  Englifh  have  ten  Chicachas ; 
tmvtyjl&t-keaa's  of  thole  who  are  nearer!,  to 
their  colonies,  and  an  hundred  men  of  the 
nation  of  Dogs,  all  enemies  to  the  nations  on 
this  river,   who  are  greatly  exafperated  at  it. 

Tis  faid,  the  Englifh  defign  to  come  and 
build  a  fort,  a  bout  half  a  league  above  us, 
another  at  a  good  half  league  below  us,  that 
is  to  fay,  at  the  little  rock  j  and  a  third  at  fif- 
teen or  twenty  acres  from  this  place,  along 
the  river  Mononghela,  on  die  fame  fide  with 
us. 

I  will  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  acquaint  you, 
with  every  thing  that  mail  happen,  as  often, 
as  I  am  able,  &c. 


NUMBER, 
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NUMBER     VIII. 

Major  Wafhingtoris  "Journal. 

THE  3 1  ft  of  March  I  received  a  commif- 
fion  from  his  excellency  the  governor 
(a)  dated  the  1 5th,  appointing  me  to  be  lieu- 
tenant colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Virginia,  of 
which  Jofhua  Fry,  efq;  is  colonel,  with  direc- 
tions to  take  the  troops,  then  quartered  at 
Alexandria,  under  my  command,  and  to  lead 
them  on  to  the  Ohio,  in  order  to  affift  captain 
Trent  in  erecting  forts,  and  defending  the 
pofTeffions  of  his  Majefty  againft  the  en- 
croachments (  b )  and  hoftilities  of  the 
French. 

2d  April.  Every  thing  being  got  ready  a- 
greeable  to  our  orders,  we  began  our  march 
with  the  companies  of  foot  commanded  by 
captain  Peter  Hog,  and  captain  lieutenant 
Jacob  Vembraan,  five  fubaltern  officers,  two 
ferjeants,  fix  corporals,  a  drummer,  and  an 
hundred  and  twenty  foldiers  3  a  ferjeant-major, 
a  Swedifh  gentleman  voluntier,  two  waggons, 
guarded  by  a  lieutenant,  a  ferjeant,  a  corpo-^ 
ral,  and  twenty- five  men. 

(a)  M.  Dinwiddie,  governor  of  Virginia. 

(b)  Thefe  encroachments,  &c.  conlifted  in  defending 
this  country  againft  the  invafton  of  the  Englifh,  and  in 
i'ummoning  thefe  people  to  retire. 

We 
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We  fet  out  from  the  town  on  Tuefday  at 
noon,  and  we  encamped  about  four  miles 
from  Cameron,  after  having  marched  fix  miles. 

From  the  3d  of  April  till  the  19th  of  the 
fame  month,  this  journal  contains  only  the 
march  of  the  troops,  and  the  junction  of  a 
detachment  brought  by  capt.  Stephens. 

The  19th  we  met  an  exprefs,  who  was 
charged  with  letters  from  capt.  Trent  on  the 
Ohio,  requiring  that  a  reinforcement  might  be 
fent  him  with  all  the  expedition  poffible,  he 
having  had  notice  that  a  body  of  eight  hundred 
French  was  hourly  expected.  I  waited  at  Job 
Pearfal's  for  the  troops,  which  came  up  the 
next  day.  On  receiving  the  exprefs  above- 
mentioned,  I  diipatched  a  courier  to  colonel 
Fry,  in  order  to  give  him  notice  thereof. 

The  20th  I  went  down  to  colonel  Crefan's, 
where  I  difpofed  the  detachment  in  a  proper 
order  ;  and  in  my  way  I  was  informed  of  the 
fort's  being  taken  by  the  French.  This  news 
was  confirmed,  two  days  after,  by  captain 
Trent's  enfign,  M.  Wart,  who  was  obliged  to 
furrender  himielf  to  a  body  of  above  a  thou- 
fand  French,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Contrecceur,  who  was  come  from  Venango 
fin  French  the  Frefq  iflej  with  fixty  battoes 
three  hundred  canoes,  and  eighteen  pieces 
of  artillery,  which  were  erected  into  a  battery 
facing  the  fort,  and  then  iummoned  him  to 
withdraw. 

M.  Wait 
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M.  Wart  informed  me  likewife,  that  the 
favages  perfifted  on  their  firm  attachment  to 
our  interefts.  He  had  brought  with  him  two 
young  men  of  the  Mingo  nation,  that  they 
might  have  the  fatisfa&ion  to  fee  that  we  were 
marching  with  troops  to  their  affiftance. 

He  alio  delivered  me  the  following  meffage, 
which  was  fent  me  by  the  Half  King  (c). 
April  1 8,  1754,  at  the  fort  of  the  Ohio. 

The  Half- King's  Jpeech.     A  belt  for  the  go- 
vernor of  Virginia  and  Penfylvania. 

BRothers,  the  Englim,  the  bearer  will  let 
you  know  how  we  have  been  ufed  by 
the  French.  We  expected  a  long  while  they 
would  come  and  ftxike  us ;  we  now  fee  how 
they  propofe  to  behave  towards  us  (d) ;  we 
are  ready  to  ftrike  them  even  this  moment ; 
and  we  wait  only  for  your  affiftance.  Take 
courage  and  come  as  foon  as  'tis  poffible>  and 
you  will  find  us  as  well  difpofed  to  jlrike  them 
as  you  are  your/elves. 

(c)  This  is  an  Indian  chief,  on  whom  theEngljfh  had 
conferred  this  title  of  Half  King,  and  whom  they  greatly 
animated  againft  the  French. 

(d)  This  is  a  confeffion  with  a  witnefs,  of  the  good- 
nefs  with  which  the  French  treated  the  rebell  favages. 
Thefe  expected  to  be  profecuted  :  aftonifhed  at  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  French,  they  form  a  profpect  of  attack- 
ing them,  and  communicate  this  refolution  to  the 
Engljih. 

We 
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We  have  fent  thefe  two  young  men  in  order 
to  fee  if  you  are  ready  to  come  ;  and  in  that 
cafe  they  will  return  to  us,  and  we  will  give 
notice  where  you  are  j  that  we  may  have 
it  in  our  power  to  join  you,  we  could  wifh, 
ifpoftible,  that  the  troops  of  the  two  provinces 
met  at  the  fort  on  the  road.  If  you  don't 
come  to  our  alliilance  now,  we  are  utterly 
undone:  and  I  believe  we  fhall  never  more  be 
able  to  come  together.  I  fpeak  it  in  the 
deepen1  concern  of  my  heart. 

A  firing  of  Wampum. 

The  Half-King  addrerTed  this  Ipeech  to  me 
in  perfon. 

I  am  ready,  if  you  think  it  proper  to  go 
with  thefe  two  young  men  to  the  two  gover- 
nors ;  for  I  can  no  longer  rely  on  thofe  who 
have  fo  long  been  gone  and  are  not  returned, 
nor  have  fent  any  meffage. 

A  ftring. 

April  23.  A  council  was  held  at  Will's 
Creek,  in  order  to  concert  meafures  relative 
to  the  news  brought  by  M.  Wart. 

Examination  being  made  of  the  news 
brought  by  eniign  Wart,  and  the  fummons 
fent  by  captain  Contrecceur,  commander  of 
the  French  troops :  the  meffages  of  the  half 
King,  and  the  other  chiefs  of  the  fix  nations, 
being  perufed,  it  appears,  that  M.  Wart  was 
compelled  to  give  up  the  aforefaid  fort  the 
1 7th  inflant  to  the  French,  whofe  number 
amounted  to  above  a  thoufand  men,  with  eigh- 
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teen  pieces  of  artillery  (e)i(ovat  of  which  were 
nine  pounders,  which  was  the  lefs  to  be  won  * 
dered  at,  as  the  detachment  of  the  Virginia 
regiment,  amounting  to  a  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  commanded  by  colonel  Wafhington, 
had  orders  to  reinforce  captain  Trent ;  and 
that  thus  the  garrifon  of  the  faid  fort  con- 
fiftedbut  of  thirty-three  effective  men. 

It  was  found  impracticable  to  march  towards 
the  fort  without fufficient  forces,  and  being  very 
warmly  preffed  by  the  meffages  of  the  favages, 
and  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Half  king,  the  pre- 
fident  propofed  this  as  a  fubject  of  deliberation, 
viz.  whether  it  was  not  proper  to  advance  as  far 
as  Redftone Creek,  called  by  the  French,  Creek 
de  la  roche  rouge,  upon  Mononghela,  in  French , 
Malengueulee,  about  thirty  feven  miles  from 
the  fort  on  this  fide ;  and  there  to  fortify  our- 
felves,  while  our  people  were  clearing  up  the 
roads,  fo  as  to  admit  the  tranfporting  our  artil- 
lery and  baggage :  or  to  wait  there  for  new  or- 
ders. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  for  this 
reafon :  that  the  mouth  of  Redftone  river  is  the 
firft  convenient  place  on  Mononghela  river ; 
that  the  magazines  defigned  for  the  company's 
ftores  are  ready  to  receive  our  ftores  and  provi- 
fions  ;  and  that  occafionaily,  the  heavy  artillery 
may  be  tranfported  by  water,  in  cafe  we  (hail 

(e)  Captain  Trent  and  enfign  Wart  had  greatly  ex- 
aggerated the  French  forces;  wv-.ich  was  natural  enough, 
to  people  who  had  abandoned  their  fort  on  a  bare  fum- 
mons. 

R  think 
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think  it  convenient  to  attack  the  fort.  More- 
over, this  will  guard  our  people  again  ft  the 
evil  confequences  of  inaction,  and  may  be  an 
encouragement  to  the  indians  our  allies,  to  ad- 
here to  our  interefts.  Upon  this  I  determined  on 
fending  M.  Wart  to  the  governor  (f)  with  one 
of  the  young  favages,  and  an  interpreter.  I 
thought  it  alfo  incumbent  upon  me  to  inform 
the  governors  of  Maryland  and  Penfylvania  of 
of  this  news.  I  fent  back  the  other  indian  to 
the  Half  King,  with  the  fpeech  inferted  in  the 
following  letter. 

*£o  the  honourable  Robert  Dinwiddie,   Efqr, 
Governor,  General,   &c. 

Sir, 

MWart,  enfign  in  captain  Trent's  com- 
.  pany,  is  this  day  arrived  from  Mo- 
nonghela,  and  has  brought  the  melancholy 
news  of  the  furrender  of  the  fort  the  1 7th  in- 
ftant  on  the  fummons  made  them  by  captain 
Contrecceur,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  French 
troops,  conlifting  of  above  a  thoufand  men : 
in  his  way  from  Venango,  with  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon,  iixty  battoes,  and  three 
hundred  canoes :  and  they  have  given  leave  to 
all  our  people  to  retire,  with  all  the  working 
tools  -,  which  was  done  the  fame  day. 

Being  thus  informed  of  this  news,   I  called 
2  council  of  war  in  order  to  confider  of  the 

(f)  The  governor  of  Virginia. 

mow 
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moft  proper  meafures  to  be  taken  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftances.  I  fend  you  a  copy  of  the  parti- 
culars, and  the  refolutions  of  this  council,  and 
have  charged  the  fame  exprefs  with  it,  for 
your  more  particular  information. 

M.  Wart  is  the  bearer  of  the  fummons  and 
the  mefiages  of  the  Half  King,  in  which  I  have 
included  the  fixings  of  Wampum  ;  he  is  attend- 
ed by  one  of  the  favages,  of  whom  mention 
is  made  in  thefe  fpeeches,  who  has  been  fent 
to  view  our  forces,  and  to  know  the  time  they 
might  expect,  our  coming.  I  fent  back  the 
other  favage  with  fpeeches. 

I  hope  you  will  be  fenfible  of  the  abfolute 
neceffity  of  fending  us  our  forces  as  foon  as 
they  mail  be  raifed ;  with  a  fufficient  number 
of  canoes,  of  which  ibme  muft.  be  large  ;  and 
fome  mortars  for  grenadoes,  in  order  to  be  en- 
abled to  attack  the  Fre?:ch  with  an  equal  force. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  proper  to  invite  the  Chero- 
kees,  Calivbales,  and  the  Chicachas,  to  come 
to  our  affiftance.  As  we  are  informed,  that 
the  Iroquois  and  the  Outawas  are  coming  down 
Sciodo  Creek,  in  order  to  join  the  French, 
who  are  to  afTemble  on  the  Ohio.  In  that  cafe 
I  beg  you  will  caufe  them  to  be  conducted 
here  in  good  order,  that  we  may  be  able  to  pre- 
vail on  them  to  make  peace  with  the  iix  na- 
tions; for  I  am  informed  from  feveral  parts,  that 
there  is  no  good  underftanding  amongft  them, 
and  that  if  they  mould  be  the  firft  at  the  Ohio, 

it 


(  124  ) 
it  might  occafion  a  good  deal  of  diforder,  and 
to  end  our  difadvantage. 

We  are  fenlible  of  the  great  advantage  of 
a  water  carriage  ;  therefore  I  would  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  provide  a  number  of  canoes 
for  that  purpofe. 

Captain  Trent's  people  are  arrived  this  day, 
They  have  been  enlifted,  by  your  orders,  as 
militia  men.  The  officers  had  imprudently 
promifed  them  twenty-four  pence  a  day  :  they 
will  not  ferve  at  preient  lor  lefs.  M.  Wart 
will  receive  your  orders  on  this  fubject. 

jo  his  Excellency    Horatio   Sharp,   Efq;    go- 
vernor of  Maryland. 

Sir, 
f"  Arrived  here  with  a  detachment  of  an 
*  hundred  and  fifty  men  j  colonel  Fry,  with 
the  remaining  part  of  the  regiment  and  the 
artillery  is  daily  expected  j  in  the  mean  time 
we  will  crofs  the  mountains  by  eafy  marches, 
and  cut  ourfelves  roads  as  we  advance  (g)  -, 
fo  as  to  render  the  tranfporting  of  our  can- 
non practicable.  We  propofe  going  to  the 
mouth  of  Redftone  river,  which  falls  into  the 
Mononghela,  about  thirty-feven  miles  on  this 
iide  of  the  fort  which  has  been  taken  by  the 
French,  it  being  navigable  to  the  Ohio. 

(g)  How  could  the  Englifh  pretend  this  country  be- 
Jonged  to  them  ?  Since  they  had  net  even  roads  to  con^ 
du6t  them  from  their  colonies  thither. 

There 
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There  is  a  magazine  built  at  that  place  by 
the  Ohio  company,  which  hereafter  may 
contain  our  ftores  and  provifions. 

Befides  the  French  forces  above-mentioned, 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  from  the  reports 
which  we  have  received,  that  another  party 
is  coming  to  the  Ohio.  We  have  alfo  advice, 
that  fix  hundred  Indians,  Chippoways  and 
Olloways  are  coming  down  the  river  Sciodo 
in  order  to  rejoin  them. 

This  is  my  anfwer  to  the  fpeeches  of  die 
half-king 

To  the  half-king)  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of 
the  Six  Nations,  chevanons  and  wolves,  our 
friends  and  our  brothers* 

I  Have  received  your  fpeech  by  brother 
Bucks,  who  came  to  us  with  the  two 
young  men  in  fix  days  after  they  had  left 
you.  We  return  you  our  moft  fincere  thanks, 
with  hearts  burning  with  affection  for  you, 
for  your  conftant  attachment,  your  gracious 
fpeech,  and  your  wife  counfels. 

This  young  man  will  acquaint  you  with 
the  place  where  he  has  met  a  fmall  part  of 
our  army  drawing  towards  your  forts ;  being 
employed  in  clearing  up  the  roads  for  a  great 
number  of  our  warriors,  who  are  ready  to 
follow  us  with  our  heavy  artillery,  our  am- 
munition and  provifions. 

I  cannot 

^11  *ryf  .   A*..JL 
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I  cannot  poftpone  making  our  hearts 
known  to  you.  I  therefore  fend  the  young 
man  with  this  fpeech  in  order  to  acquaint 
you  therewith,  having  fent  the  other  to  the 
governor  of  Virginia  with  your  fpeech,  and 
and  your  belt ;  that  he  may  be  an  eye-wit- 
tiefs  of  the  preparations  which  we  are  mak- 
ing, in  order  to  come  fpeedily  to  the  affift- 
ance  of  thofe,  .rhofe  interefts  are  as  dear  to 
us  as  our  lives.  We  acknowledge  the  cha- 
racter of  the  treacherous  French;  and  our 
conduct  will  evidently  fhew  how  much  we 

ave  that  at  heart. 
I  fhall  not  be  fatisfied  unlefs  I  fee  you, 
before  all  our  forces  are  arTemblcd  at  the  fort 
which  is  on  the  way.  'Tis  for  this  reafon 
that  I  earneftly  wifh  that  you,  belt  and  firing 
of  Wampum,  or  at  leafl  one  of  you  would 
meet  us  on  the  road,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to 
affift  us  in  counfel.  I  prefent  you  thefe 
firings  to  enforce  my  fpeech,  that  you  may 
call  to  mind  how  much  I  am  your  brother 
and  friend. 

Signed  Washington 
or,   Conotocarious.  X 

April  28.  Received  fome  artillery  which 
were  fent  up  to  the  mouth  of  Paterfon's 
river. 

%  This  probably  is  an  Indian  name  afTumed  by  M. 
Washington  to  render  himfelf  agreeable  to  the  nations 
whom  he  would  fain  feduce. 

From. 
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From  April  29,  till  May  11,  this  Journal 
contains  nothing  but  marches^  and  other 
matters  not  very  interrejling. 

THE  nth  of  May;  made  a  detach- 
ment of  a  party  of  twenty-five  men 
under  the  command  of  captain  Stephens,  and 
enfign  la  Peyronie.  They  were  directed  to  go 
to  Mr.  Gifts  and  make  exact  enquiries  where 
la  Force  X  and  his  party  lay ;  and  in  cafe  he 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  they  were  to  go  no 
farther,  but  to  fecure  themfelves.  I  ordered 
them  likewife  to  fearch  carefully  the  furround- 
ing  woods,  and  to  endeavour  to  nab  fome  ftrajr- 
lingFrenchman  and  to  bring  him,  that  we  may 
get  fome  intelligence  ;  alfo  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  whether  'tis  poffible  togo  down  the  river; 
and  to  look  out  for  fome  convenient  place  about 
the  mouth  of  Redftone  river  to  build  a  fort  on ; 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  half-king ;  and  to  fend 
him  here  with  a  fmall  efcort.  They  were 
likewife  to  get  what  information  they  could, 
relative  to  the  French  and  their  fchemes  : 
what  they  had  been  doing,  and  what  they 

%  M.  de  la  Force,  is  one  of  thofe  French  who  at- 
tended M.  de  Jumonville..  He  had  been  about  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  detached  with  three  other  French, 
and  fome  Indians,  in  purfuit  of  fome  deferters :  and  M. 
Washington  had  beea  informed  of  this  by  means  of 
the  favajes, 

further 
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further  defigned  to  do  j  t  in  fhort,  to  gather 
whatever  might  tend  to  give  us  any  informa- 
tion. 

12.  We  ftruck  our  tents  and  afcended  an 
eminence,  where  we  halted  in  order  to  dry 
ourfelves ;  having  heen  obliged  to  crofs  a  rapid 
river,  where  the  fmalleft  of  our  men  had 
water  up  to  their  arm-pits. 

An  exprefs  arrived  withletters  acquainting  us, 
that  colonel  Fry  was  with  a  detachment  of  up- 
wards of  an  hundred  men  at  Winchefter,  and 
that  in  a  few  days  he  would  fet  out  in  order  to 
rejoin  us ;  likewife  that  colonel  Jnnis  was  on 
his  march  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
railed  in  Carolina :  That  it  was  expected 
Maryland  would  raife  ten  thoufand  pounds 
(equal  to  fifty  thoufand  and  five  hundred 
livres)  to  pay  the  foldiers  of  the  other  colonies  j 
by  way  of  amends  for  its  furnifhing  no  men  -, 
and  that  governor  Shirley  had  fent  fix  hundred 
men  to  harrafs  the  French  in  Canada.  # 

I  hope  this  will  give  them  fome  employ- 
ment ;  and  will  damp  that  fpirit  with  which, 
they  fend  parties  to  the  river  Ohio. 

16.  We  met  two  traders  who  told  us  they 
had  retired  through  fear  of  the  French,  of 
whom  parties  were  often  feen  towards  M. 
Gifts  habitation.     Thefe  traders  are  of  opi- 

%  If  the  Englifh  were  ignorant  of  the  defigns  of  the 
French  •,  it  follows,  that  the  orders  wtiich  M.  Wafh- 
ington  had  to  attack  them,  were  not  occafioned  by  any 
hoiiilities  they  had  committed. 

#  Behold  the  Englifh,  always  attacking. 

nion 
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nion,  with  many  others,  that  it  is  not  pofiible 
to  open  a  road  for  loaded  carriages,  from  here 
to  Redftone  river. 

17.  This  evening  arrived  M  Wart  with 
the  young  Indian  from  Williamibourg ;  he 
delivers  a  letter,  in  which  the  governor  is 
kind  enough  to  approve  of  my  meafures ;  and 
exprefles  his  diffatisfacfion  of  captain  Trent, 
whom  he  has  ordered  to  be  tried  for  having, 
without  orders,  deferted  his  men  on  the  Ohio. 
At  the.  fame  time  the  governor  informed  me 
that  captain  Roy,  with  an  independent  com- 
pany of  a  hundred  men,  exclufive  of  the 
officers,  was  arrived ;  that  we  might  expert 
them  immediately,  and  that  thofe  of  New- 
vork  would  join  us  in  lefs  than  ten  days. 

This  evening  likewife,  arrived  from  the 
Ohio  two  Indians.  They  come  from  the 
French  fort,  from  whence  they  let  out  about 
five  days  ago:  they  bring  word  that  the  French 
employ  all  their  forces  in  building  their  fort, 
which  is  raifed  already  elbow  high,  and  two 
fathoms  in  breadth ;  the  middle  fpace  being 
filled  up  with  earth,  ftone,  &c. 

All  the  neighbouring  trees  have  been  cut 
down  and  burned,  and  corn  has  been  fown 
in  their  room.  By  their  own  account  they 
are  but  eight  hundred  men ;  the  Indians  are 
of  opinion  they  were  but  fix  hundred.  A 
greater  number  is  expected  in  a  little  time. 
They  reckon  they  will  then  form  a  body  of 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  men  >  with  which 
S  they 
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they  fay  they  will  be  able  to  bid  defiance  to- 
the  Englifh. 

18.  The  waters  being  frill  hiah,  I  could 
not  proceed  with  my  people  and  my  bag- 
gage j  which  made  me  refolve  on  putting  my 
felf  in  a  pofture  of  defence  againft  any  im- 
mediate attack  §  of  the  enemy ;  and  to  go 
myfelf  down  to  make  my  obfervation  on  the 
river. 

19.  I  difpatched  to  the  half-king,  the 
young  Indian  returned  with  M.  Wart,  with 
the  following  fpeech. 

To  the  Half-King,  &c. 

BROTHERS,  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  of 
your  being  on  your  march  to  afiift  me 
with  your  counfels.  Come  on  brothers  -,  march 
haftily  towards  your  brother  the  Englishman  j 
for  he  is  going  to  receive  new  fupplies,  which 
will  protect  you  againfl  your  treacherous  ene- 
my the  Frenchman.  I  muft  fend  my  friends 
to  you,  that  you  may  be  informed  of  the 
agreeabie  fpeech  which  was  fent  you  by  the 
governor  of  Virginia  ;  he  is  much  grieved  at 
the  ill  treatment  which  you  have  met  with. 
The  waters  are  fo  fwelled,  we  cannot  repair 
haftily  to  you;  therfore  I  fend  this  young 
man  to  invite  you  to  come  to  us :  he  can 
inform  you  of  a  great  many  things  which  he 
has  feen  at  Virginia,  and  the  good  ufage  he 

§  That  this  pretended  enemy  was  not  defnous  of  at- 
tacking, appears  from  the  foregoing  papers. 

met 
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met  with  from  the  moft  considerable  of  the 
people.  They  have  not  behaved  to  him  as 
the  French  do  to  your  people  who  vifit  them  at 
their  fort  j  t  they  deny  them  victuals :  this 
young  man  has  had  all  his  heart  could  wiih  for. 
As  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  all  this,  I 
give  you  a  firing  of  Wampum. 

20.  I  embarked  on  a  canoe  along  with 
lieutenant  Weft,  three  foldiers  and  an  Indian  -, 
and  having  gone  the  fpace  of  half  a  mile,  we 
were  obliged  to  land  :  where  I  met  with  Peter 
Suver  a  trader,  who  feemed  to  difcourage  me 
from  purfuing  my  fearch  after  a  pafTage  by 
water;  This  made  me  alter  my  intention 
of  building  canoes.  I  gave  orders  to 
march,  the  waters  being  low  enough  to  pafs 
over ;  notwithstanding,  I  ftill  continued  going 
down  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  find- 
ing our  canoes  not  fufficient  to  contain  fix 
men,  we  ftopt  and  built  a  boat,  by  the  means 
of  which  and  our  other  canoes,  we  got  to  the 
Turkey-foot  (in  French,  piede  Diudey.  A- 
bout  eight  or  ten  miles  forwards,  we  met 
with  feveral  little  impediments  which  are  of 
no  confequence,  unleis  the  waters  mould 
ftill  happen  to  fall.  We  pafled  feveral  places 
fit  for  canoes. 

X  Such  then  are  the  only  ill-treatments  which  this 
pretended  Half-king  could  complain  of.  The  French 
did  nor  chufe  to  receive  into  thei'-  ioits,  ili-dilpo  ed,  and 
perfidious  Savages.  As  for  tha  reit,  the  reception  givfcn 
by  the  French  to  the  Savages,  m  iy  be  co  Ie&ed  from 
E.obert  ctobo's  letter;  which  we  ihall  fee  hereafter. 

S   2  21, 
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2 1 .  We  fpent  fome  time  in  examining  the 
place  which  we  found  to  be  a  very  fit  fituation 
for  a  fort,  being  at  the  confluence  of  the  three 
branches,  and  meeting  in  moll  places,  with  a 
good  io;x  gravejvftone  foundation.  The  plan 
as  it  pands  here,  is  as  good  as  I  could  draw 
it,   without  he  help  of  infkuments. 

We  went  about  two  miles  to  view  the 
Qdurfe  of  the  river,  which  is  narrow,  has 
many  currents,  is  full  of  rocks,  and  rapid ; 
we  crofs'd  it  notwithstanding  the  water  was 
pretty  high  :  from  which  I  am  apt  to  think, 
that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  make  it  navi- 
gable for  canoes ;  though  it  would  be  attended 

to  o 

with  iome  trouble. 

Befides  this,  we  met  with  other  rapid 
ltre^ms  ;  but  the  water  being  lefs  deep,  and 
the  current  more  quiet,  we  paffed  them  with 
eafe.  After  this  we  found  few  or  no  bot- 
toms ;  the  mountains  lie  clofe  to  both  banks 
c  the  river.  We  went  about  ten  miles  lower 
down  >  vvhen  we  (bund  ourfelves  flopped  by 
a  ftrong  current,   which  obliged  us  to  land. 

(From  the  22nd  to  the  24th.  the  Journal 
contains  nothing  but  a  defcription  of  the 
country.) 

24.  This  morning  arrived  an  Indian,  ac- 
companied by  the  young  Indian  whom  I  had 
fent  to  the  Half-king,  from  whom  he 
brought  the  following  letter. 
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To  thefirjl  of  his  Majejiys  Officers  whom  this 
may  concern. 

"  A  S  lt  is  Siven  out  mat  the  French 
tc  Ji\.  army  is  on  its  march,  to  meet  M. 
«  George  Wafhington  ;  I  recommend  to 
"  you,  brothers,  to  be  on  your  guard  againft 
"  them  ;  for  they  propofe  to  themfelves  to 
<{  ftrike  the  firft  Englifh  they  mall  fee  *  : 
<c  they  have  been  two  days  on  their  march 
<e  already,  I  cannot  fay  in  what  number. 
"  The  Half-king,  and  the  reft  of  the  chiefs, 
"  will  join  you  in  five  days  to  hold  a  council. 
<c  I  fhall  fay  no  more  at  prefent  •  but  defire 
Ki  my  compliments  to  my  brothers  the 
!<  Englim." 

Signed 
The   Half -King. 

I  endeavoured  to  get  as  much  information 
as  I  could  from  thefe  two  young  Indians  as 
to  circumftances ;  but  received  not  much  fa- 
tisfaction  from  them. 

They  tell  me  there  are  parties  frequently 
out  5  but  they  know  of  no  confiderable  ones 

*  This  is  a  device  of  this  Savage.  It  is  proved  M. 
Contrecceur  remained  at  fort  du  Quefne.  As  to  M. 
Jumonville,  he  cannot  be  meant  by  this;  fince  he 
let  out  but  the  23d ;  we  have  above  ken  his  inftruc- 
tions, 

coming 
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coming  this  way.  ||  The  French  go  on  raid- 
ing their  fort.  What  is  towards  the  land  is 
well  inclofed,  but  the  part  towards  the  water- 
fide  is  much  neglected,  or  at  lean:  has  no 
defence  :  they  have  but  nine  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  fome  of  tlieie  very  imalh  There  is  none 
of  them  mounted  :  two  of  them  are  on  the 
rock,  and  the  others  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  fort  on  the  land  fide. 

They  report  likewife,  that  they  have  fe- 
veral  fick  among  them,  and  that  they  cannot 
find  favages  to  guide  their  fmall  parties  to- 
wards our  camp,  thefe  Indians  having  given 
them  a  denial. 

The  fame  day  we  arrived  at  the  meadows, 
where  we  met  a  trader}  who  told  us  he  was 
juft  come  from  Mr.  Gift's,  where  he  had 
feen  two  Frenchmen  laft  night,  and  that  he 
knew  there  was  a  ftrong  detachment  on  its 
march.  This  confirmed  the  advices  of  the 
Half  king  j  I  therefore  cauied  the  troops  to 
retire  behind  two  intrenchments  which  were 
made  by  nature,  and  made  alfo  the  waggons 
to  go  into  the  fame  place. 

The  25th  I  fenta  fccuting  party  on  horse- 
back along;  the  roads,  and  feveral  other  fmall 
ones  to  beat  up  the  woods.  I  gave  directions 
to  the  hoifemen  to  iearch  the  country  well, 
and  to  endeavour  at  getting  fome  intelligence 
of  the  French  5  their  forces,  and  their  motions, 

H  Another  proof  of  the  lye  contained  in  the  letter. 
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&c.  At  night  all  thefe  parties  returned  with- 
out making  any  difcovery,  although  they 
had  been  far  enough  the  way,  from  which 
this  party  is  faid  to  be  coming. 

26.  Arrived  William  Jenkins  exprefs  from 
colonel  Fry  ;  and  a  letter  from  colonel  Fair- 
fax, who  writes  me  word  that  the  gover- 
nor himfelf,  colonels  Corbin  and  Ludmelt, 
were  arrived  at  Winchefter  j  and  dehred  to 
fee  the  Half-king  at  that  place  :  on  which  I 
addrefs'd  him  iome  fpeeches. 

27.  Mr.  Gift  arrived  early  with  an  ac- 
count, that  M.  la  Force  with  fifty  men, 
whofe  tracks  he  had  difcovered  at  live  miles 
from  this  place,  went  yefterday  to  his  habi- 
tation i  and  that  they  would  have  killed  a  cow, 
and  demolished  every  thing  at  his  dwelling, 
had  diey  not  been  hindered  by  two  Indians  to 
whom  he  had  left  the  care  of  his  houfe.  I  fent 
away  on  the  ipot,  a  detachment  of  fixty-iive 
men  under  the  conmmand  of  captain  Hogg, 
lieutenant  Mercer,  and  eniign  la  Peronie, 
three  ferjeants,  and  three  corporals  with  in- 
ftructions. 

The  French  had  been  making  great  en- 
quiries at  Mr.  Gifts  about  the  Half-king :  I 
did  not  fail  giving  notice  thereof  to  fome 
young  Indians  who  were  in  our  camp,  which 
had  the  effect  i"  defired.  I  gave  them  to  un- 
derftand  *  that  the  French  meant  to  kill  the 

*  It  feems  an  Impofture  cofts  M.  Wafhington  no- 
thing :  Here  he  takes  pride  in  iu 

Half- 
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Half-king :  they  offered  to  go,  on  the  fpot,  in 
purfuit  of  the  French  with  our  people ;  and 
in  cafe  they  had  infulted  or  killed  him,  one 
of  them  was  immediately  to  repair  with  the 
news  to  the  village  of  Mingo,  and  raife  the 
warriors  to  ftrike.  One  of  thefe  young  men 
was  detached  towards  Mr.  Gift's  fettlement, 
and  in  cafe  he  did  not  meet  with  the  Half- 
king  at  that  place,  he  was  to  fend  him  a 
ipeech  by  a  Delaware.  * 

About  eight  in  the  evening  I  received  an  ex- 
prefs  from  the  Half-kin^,  acquainting  me  that 
as  he  was  coming  along  to  join  us,  they  had 
difcovered  along  the  roads  the  tracks  of  two 
men,  who  defcended  into  a  dark  bottom  :  that 
he  imagined  the  whole  party  was  concealed  in 
the  fame  place.  That  moment  I  fent  out  a 
party  of  forty  men.  /  orderered  my  ftores 
to  be  hid,  left  this  might  be  a  ftratagem  of 
the  French  to  attack  our  camp.  /  left  a 
guard  for  their  defence  ;  and  with  the  remain- 
der I  fet  out  myfelf  in  the  midft  of  a  very 
heavy  rain  ;  the  night  being  as  dark  as  pitch, 
and  along  a  path  fcarce  large  enough  for 
one  man ;  we  often  went  aftray,  and  were 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  before  we  could 
find  out  the  road  again ;  and  we  often 
knocked  our  heads  together  without  feeing 
each  other.  We  continued  our  march  the 
whole  nighty  and  the   28th  about  fun-rife,. 

*  This  is  the  name  of  an  Ifidian  nation. 

we 
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we  arrived  at  the  camp  of  the  Indians;  where 
after  we  had  held  a  council  with  the  Half- 
king,  we  agreed  to  ftrike  together.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  he  fent  a  couple  of  fcouts 
to  fee  whereabouts  they  were,  and  in  what 
pofture,  and  to  reconnoitre  the  neighbouring 
grounds.  After  this  we  mad?  our  difpofition 
in  order  to  furround  them  J  and  wc  began 
our  march  in  the  Indian  manner,  one  after 
another  We  had  advanced  pretty  near  them 
according  to  our  fyflem,  when  they  diicovered 
us.  I  then  eave  orders  to  my  troop  to  fire. 
Mine  was  fup ported  by  that  of  M.  Wager, 
and  my  troop  and  his  received  all  that  of  the 
French,  during  the  beft  part  of  the  engage- 
ment 5  which  held  but  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
before  the  enemy  was  routed. 

We  killed  §  M.  de  Jumonville  the  com- 
mander of  this  party,  with  nine  others :  we 
wounded  one,  and  made  twenty- one  prifoners, 
among  whom  were  M.  de  la  Force,  M. 
Drouillon,  and  two  Cadets.  The  Indians 
fcalped  the  dead,  and  took  moft  of  their  arms. 
After  this  we  rmrched  with  the  prifoners 
and  their  guard,  to  the  camp  of  the  Indians ; 
where  I  again  held  a  council  with  the  Half- 

%  It  is  then  certain  the  Englifh  had  orders  to  attack. 

§  M,  Wafhingfon  is  not  fuch  a  fool  as  to  be  fmcere 
in  his  account  of  this  t.anfaction.  But  we  {hall  fee 
lower  down,  how  he  labours  to  juftiiy  himfelfj  in 
order  without  doubt,  to  iiknee  the  remoifes  that  ac- 
cufed  him. 

T  king, 
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king.     Here  I  acquainted  him  that  the  go- 
vernor defired  to  fee  him,  and  expected  him 
at     Winchefter.      His    anfwer    was ;     that 
was  impoffible   for  the  prefent;  his  people 
being  in  too  imminent  a  danger  from  the 
French,  whom  they  had  juft  ftruck.  X  That 
it  was  neceffary  he  mould  fend  couriers  to  all 
the  allied  nations,  to  invite  them  to  take  up 
the  Hatchet ;  which  he  did  :  and  added  there- 
to a  French  fcalp  which  he  fent  to  the  Dela- 
wares    by  one  of  their  young  people.     This 
man  defired  to  have  a  part  of  the  prefents 
which  were  defigned  for  them  ;  and  that  the 
reft  might  be  kept  for  another  occafion.     He 
propofed    to   himfelf    to    return    to  his  fa- 
mily j  in  order  to  conduct  them  and  feveral 
others  towards  M.  Gift's  fettlement,  where  I 
was  to  fend  ibme  horfes   and  men  to  afTift 
their  coming  to  the  camp.     After  this  /  fet 
out  with  the  prifoners ;  they  informed  me  that 
they  had  been  fent  with  a  warning  to  caufe 
me  to  withdraw.     This  was  a  fpecious  pre- 
text trumped  up  in  order  to  difcover  our  camp  R 
and  take  a  view  of  our  forces,  and  our  fitua- 
tion.     Their  defign  of  reconnoitring  us  was 
(o  evident,  that   I  could  not  help  admiring 

J  The  French  then  were  dreaded  only  becaufe  it  was 
acknowlepged  that  they  had  been  attacked  j  and  that 
they  muft  have  had  their  revenge. 

||  The  only  hoftility  with  which  the  French  are  re- 
proached, is  therefore  an  attempt  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy,  who  was  in  march,  and  had  orders  to  attack 
them. 

their 
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their  affurance,  in  declaring  to  me  they  were 
come  with  an  embaffy.  Their  inftiuctions 
were,  to  take  a  view  of  the  roads,  rivers,  and 
the  country  all  the  way  to  Potomack  :  inftead 
•of  coming  like  ambaffadors,  in  a  public  and 
open  manner,  they  come  with  the  greatefl 
fecrecy,  and  feek  the  molt  hidden  places 
of  retirement  (a),  and  much  more  fuit- 
able  for  deferters  than  ambaffadors ;  they 
encamp  in  thefe  places  j  they  remain  there 
whole  days  concealed,  though  but  within 
five  miles  of  us  j  they  fend  out  fpies  to  recon- 
noitre our  camp  ;  the  whole  troop  goes  two 
miles  back  5  two  couriers,  of  whom  mention 
is  made  in  the  infttuctions,  are  fent  to  advife 
M.  Contrecoeur  of  the  place  where  we  were, 
and  our  difpofition  j  that  he  may  be  enabled 
to  fend  his  detachments  in  order  to  reform. 
•,the  fummons  as  foon  as  it  mould  be  made  (b). 
Bendes  this,  the  attendance  was  indeed 
fuch  as  might  have  become  an  ambaffador, 
whereas,  it  was  but  a  little  fimple  French 
officer :  what  need  had  an  Ambaffador, 
whofe  character  is  always  facred,  of  fpies  ? 
when  their  deligns  were  lb  good,  how  came 

(a)  Why  this  apology  in  a  fimple  journal  ?  M.  Wash- 
ington anticipates  here  on  thefe  reproaches  only  becaufe 
he  is  fenfible  how  far  he  is  entitled  to  them. 

(b )  The  French  are  here  fuppofed  to  have  had  a  pro- 
je£t,whichatworft  would  declare  a  regular  way  of  proceed- 
ing, previous  to  expelling  the  Englifh  from  the  territories 
which  they  had  jufr,  invaded,  it  was  natural  to  fummon 
them  to  retire.    It  is  an  ambafladoj  gives  this  warning. 

T  2  they 
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they  to  remain  two  days  within  five  miles  of 
us  (a J, without  communicating  to  me  the  fum- 
monSy  or  any  thing  that  had  a  relation  to  this 
embafly  ?  This  alone  would  befufficientto  give 
the  ftrongeft  lufpicions  j  and  it  is  but  doing 
them  juilice  to  fay,  that  their  defign  being  to 
conceal  Themfelves,  they  could  not  have 
pitched  upon  a  better  place. 

The  iummons  is  fo  infolent,  and  favours 
fo  q  ui  h  oi  "gaiconade,  that  if  two  men  came 
and  brought  it  openly,  it  were  exceffive  indul- 
gence (h)  to  luffer  them  to  go  back. 

The  Half-King's  fentiment  (c)  on  this 
occalion  is,  that  they  had  bad  deiigns 
and  that  it  was  a  mere  pretext  -,  that  they 
never  defigned  to  come  to  us  but  as  enemies, 
and  that  had  we.  been  fools  enough  to  let 
them  go,  they  never  would  have  affifted  us 
more  in  taking  Frenchmen. 

They  pretend  they  no  fooner  faw  us, 
than  they  called  out  to  us;  which  is  abfolutely 
falfe  ;  for  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  body  that 

His  bufmefs  was  to  give  notice  of  his  fleps  to  him  who 
had  fenthim  ;  that  he  might  take  his  meafures  in  [cafe 
the  Eiigllflifhould  refufe  complyii  g  with  the  requiiition 
that  vas  made  them. 

(a)  M.  de  JumonviHe  was  thorou^'ily  ignorant  of  the 
Eng'ifh  being  withifl  live  miles  of  him. 

(l>)  Another  for\  of  apology  wiiich  indicates  only  re- 
mprfes. 

(c)  What  an  authority  is  here  ? 

marched 
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marched  towards  them,  and  I  can  affirm, 
that  they  no  fooner  had  fpied  us  than  they 
ran  to  their  arms,  without  calling  out  to  us ; 
which  I  muft  have  heard  had  they  done  it. 

The  29th  I  difpatched  enfign  Latourto  the 
Half-King,  with  about  twenty-five  men  and 
almofc  an  equal  number  of  horfes ;  and  as  I 
expeded  that  fome  other  French  parties  would 
follow  the  one  that  was  defeated,  I  fent  away 
an  exprefs  to  colonel  Fry  in  order  to  have  a 
reinforcement.. 

After  this  the  French  wanted  to  fpeak  with 
me,  and  defired  to  know  upon  what  footing 
I  considered  them,  whether  as  being  attend- 
ants on  an  ambafTador,  or  prifoners  of  war. 
I  told  them  it  was  in  this  latter  capacity  -,  and 
gave  them  my  reafons  as  above. 

The  30th  I  detached  M.  Wart  and  M. 
Spindorph,  in  order  to  conduct  the  prifoners 
to  Winchefter  underan  efcort  of  twenty  men. 

Being  apprehenfive  that  the  news  of  this 
defeat  would  no  fooner  reach  the  French, 
than  we  mould  be  attacked  with  considerable 
forces,  I  began  to  erect  a  fort  with  a.  fmali 
palifade. 

June  1,  arrived  a  trader  with  the  Half- 
King  :  they  fay  that  at  the  fame  time  M.  de 
Jumonville  had  been  fent  here,  another  party 
was  fent  down  the  river  (d)  in  order  to  take 
and  kill  all  the  Engliih  they  fho uld  meet. 

We 

(d)  A  palpable  falfhood. 
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"  We  finifh  our  fort. 

Towards  the  evening  arrives  M.  Touvers, 
enfign,  with  the  Half-i£ing,  the  Queen  Al- 
guipa  (a)  and  about  five  and  twenty  or  thirty 
families,  amounting  to  about  eighty  or  an 
hundred  perfons  women  and  children  in- 
cluded. The  old  king  (b)  being  invited  to  our 
tents,  tells  me  he  has  fent  Monokatoocha  to 
Logftown  with  a  fixing,  and  four  French 
fcalps,  which  were  to  be  fent  to  the  fix  na- 
tions, to  the  Owendo's,  &c.  in  order  to  give 
them  notice,  that  they  had  ftruck  the  French, 
and  defire  their  amftance  in  the  fupport  of 
the  firft.  blow. 

He  gave  me  alfo  to  underfland  he  had 
fomething  to  offer  to  the  council,  but  that  he 
would  poftpone  what  he  had  to  fay  till  the 
arrival  of  the  Chavanons,  whom  we  expected 
the  next  day. 

The  2d  arrived  two  or  three  families  of 
the  Shawanons  and  Wolves.  Prayers  were 
read  in  the  fort.  *"--■"   ■  ■  -~~ 

The  3d  the  Half- King  calls  a  council,  and 
informs  me  of  his  having  received,  fome  time 
fince,  a  fpeech  from  the  Great  Kettle,  in  an- 
fwer  to  that  he  had  fent  him. 

The  5th,  arrived  an  Indian  from  the  Ohio, 
who  had  gone  lately  to  the  French  fort :  he 
brings  confirmation  of  the  news  of  the  taking 

(a)  The  wife  of  a  favage,  created  queen  by  the  Eng- 
lifh. 

(b)  Another  favage  chief, 

•f 
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of  two  traders  by  the  French,  and  their  being 
fent  to  Canada :  he  fays  they  have  fhick  their 
pallifades  in  the  ground,  and  fhut  up  the  ave- 
nues of  their  fort  by  means  of  very  large  trees. 
Eight  Indian  families  from  this  fide  the  river 
are  coming  to  join  us ;  he  has  met  one  of  the 
French,  who  had  made  his  efcape  from  M. 
de  JumonviDe's  engagement.  He  was  with- 
out fhoes,  ftockings,  and  almoft  unable  to 
walk  j  but  he  let  him  pafs,  as  he  was  igno- 
rant of  their  having  been  ftruck. 

The  6th  M.  Gift  returned ;  he  acquaints 
me  with  the  death  of  poor  colonel  Fry,  and 
that  the  French  prifoners  are  arrived  all  fafe- 
at  Winchefter,  which  gave  the  governor  great 
fatisfaction. 

I  am  alfo  informed,  that  M.  Montour  (c) 
is  coming  with  a  commiffion  to  command 
two  hundred  Indians. 

M.  Gift  met  a  French  deferter,  who  allured 
him  they  were  but  five  hundred  ftrong,  when 
they  took  M-  Wart's  fort,  and  that  their  num- 
ber was  now  decreafed,  having  difpatched 
fifteen  men  to  Canada,  to  acquaint  the  go- 
vernor with  their  fuccefs ;  that  there  were 
ftili  two  hundred  foldiers,  who  waited  only 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  come  away  and 
join  us. 

The  9th  the  laft  divifion  of  the  Virginia  re- 
giment arrived  under  the  command  of  Colo- 
ur )  This  is  the  Canadian  deferter,   of  whom  mention. 
4s  made  in  the  interrogatory  01  the  Englifh  traders. 

ncl 
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nel  Muft.  We  are  informed  that  the  inde- 
pendent company  of  Carolina  is  arrived  at  Will's 
Creek. 

The  i  oth  I  received  the  regiment ;  and  to- 
wards the  evening  I  had  notice  that  fome 
French  were  coming  towards  us :  on  this  I 
fent  fome  Indians  to  beat  up  the  grounds  to- 
wards Gift's  habitation,  in  hopes  to  difcovering 
them,  and  finding  out  their  number.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  night  we  had  an  alarm,  but 
it  proved  a  falfe  one. 

The  1 2th  two  of  the  fcouts  whom  we  had 
fent  out  yefterday  returned,  having  fpied  a 
fmail  party  of  French  ;  the  others  went  on  to 
Stuart's.  Upon  hearing  this  I  judged  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  fet  out  with  the  major  part  of  the 
regiment,  in  order  to  fall  in  with  thefe  ninety 
men,  whom  we  had  notice  of;  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  reiblution  I  gave  colonel  Mult 
orders  to  remove  all  our  baggage  and 
military  ftores,  to  lodge  them  in  the  fort, 
and  to  poft  a  ftrong  guard  on  them  till  fuch 
time  as  I  returned.  I  let  out  myfelf  at 
the  head  of  an  hundred  and  thirty  men,  and 
about  thirty  favages  ,  but  at  the  diilance  of  a- 
bout  half  a  mile  I  met  with  the  other  Indians, 
who  told  me  this  party  confifted  only  of  nine 
deferters}  then  I  fent  M.  Montour  with  fome 
Indians,  in  order  to  conduct  them  fafe.  I 
ordered  them  cloaths,  and  they  confirmed  our 
conjedure,  as  to  thedefign  of  the  party  com- 
manded by  M.  de  Jumonville,  and  that  there 

are 
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are  above  one  hundred  foldiers  who  wait  only 
for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  come  and  join 
us.  That  M.  de  Contrecoeur  expccled  a  re- 
inforcement of  four  hundred  men  :  and  that 
thefe  four  hundred  fhould  have  arrived  fome 
time  before  theblow  given  tolaForce.  That  the 
fort  was  complete;  that  the  gates  and  the  front 
thereof  were  fcreened  from  any  artillery;  that 
on  the  water  fide  there  was  double  palliiadoes ; 
that  they  have  but  eight  imall  pieces  of  canon, 
and  that  they  know  our  number. 

They  alio  informed  us,  that  theDelawares  (a) 
and  the  Shawanons  have  taken  up  the  hatchet 
a^ainft  us:  on  which  it  was  reiolved  to  invite 
tnefe  two  nations  to  a  conference  at  M.  Gifts. 
Sent  for  that  purpofe  MefTengers    and  Belts. 

The  13th  I  perfuaded  thefe  deferters  to 
write  to  their  comrades,  who  are  dilpofed  to 
defert,  the  following  letter  (b). 

This  letter  is  not  in  the  journal. 

15.  Ordered  the  people  to  work  at  the 
roads. 

16.  We  fet  out  for  the  red  river,  and  we 
were  under  great  embarafTments ;  our  wag- 
gons having  broke  down  feverai  times. 

17.  I  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  the  Half 
King,  to  defire  he  would  fend  to  the  Wolves ; 
which  he  has  done  as  I  expected. 

(a)  Such  was  the  effecft  of  the  indignation  occafioned 
by  the  murder  of  M.  de  Jximouville. 

(b)  How  is  this  proceeding  to  be  juftified  ? 

U  18.  Ar- 
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1 8.  Arrived  eight  Mingosfrom  Logs-town, 
who  immediately  on  their  arrival  talk  to  me  of 
a  commiffion  which  they  are  entrufled  with, 
and  fay  that  a  council  muft  be  called.  Beings 
met,  they  faid  in  a  few  words,  that  they  had 
often  wiihed  to  fee  their  brothers  in  the  field  with 
their  forces,  and  begged  we  would  not  think 
ill  of  them,  for  that  being  among  the  French, 
they  conformed  with  fome  of  their  cuftoms : 
that  they  were  naturally  inclined  to  ftrike  the 
French,  and  feveral  other  things  to  that  pur- 
pofe  :  after  this  they  told  us,  they  had  brought 
a  fpeech,  and  that  they  muft  fet  about  it  im- 
mediately. That,  with  fome  thing  elfe,  gave  us 
fome  luipicion  of  their  being  ill  difpofed  to- 
wards us;  and  it  was  for  thisreaion  I  poftponed 
fivingthem  audience,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
lalf  King.  I  denied  alio  the  Delawares  to 
have  patience  until  the  fame  time,  as  I  waited 
only  for  their  arrival  to  call  a  council,  and  that 
I  reckoned  on  their  arriving  that  very  day.  Af- 
ter the  eightMingos  had  withdrawn  from  their 
council,  they  lent  me  fome  firings  of  wampum, 
to  defire  I  would excufe  their  being  in  fuch  hafle 
to  deliver  their  fpeech ;  but  that  they  were  fen- 
fible  it  was  juft  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  Half 
King. 

The  Half  King  being  arrived,  I  confented 
to  give  them  audience.  A  council  was  held 
to  that  purpofe  in  the  camp  :  at  which  were 
prefent  the  Half  King,  and  feveral  Iioquois, 
Wolves,  Shawanons,  to  the  number  of  fjrty. 

The 
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The  fpeech-maker  of  the  fix  nations  ad- 
drelfed  this  fpeech  to  the  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

"  Brothers, 

We,  your  brothers  of  the  fix  nations,  are  now 
come  to  meet  you,  and  acquaint  you,  that  we 
have  heard  you  threaten  to  deftroy,  entirely,  all 
your  brothers,  the  Indians,  who  would  not 
come  and  join  you  on  the  road.  Wherefore 
it  is,  that  we,  who  remain  in  our  villages,  ex- 
pect every  day  to  be  cut  into  pieces  by  you.  We 
would  fain  know  the  truth  of  this  news  from 
yourfelves  ;  and  we  hope  you  will  not  take  it 
amifs  that  we  are  come  to  inform  ourfelves 
thereof;  fince  you  know  very  well,  bad 
news  makes  a  far  greater  impieffion  on  us 
than  good.  That  by  your  anfwer,  we  may  be 
fully  informed  of  the  truth,  we  prefent  you 
this  firing. 

We  know  the  French  on  our  return  will 
afk  us,  In  what  number  are  our  brothers  whom 
we  have  been  to  vifit  ?  We  therefore  by'  this 
firing  defire  you  would  tell  us ;  as  likewife  the 
number  of  thofe  you  expecl: ;  againfl  what 
time,  and  when  you  propole  to  attack  the 
French  ;  that  we  may  advife  our  village  there- 
of i  and  alfo  know  what  we  may  fay  to  the 
French." 

U  2  Answer; 
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Answer. 
Brothers,  we  are  glad  to  fee  you,  and  very 
forry  you  mould  be  difturbed  by  any  reports 
tending  to  make  you  believe  the  Englifh  defign 
doing  any  harm  to  any  one  of  you  or  your  al- 
lies. This  news,  we  fee,  has  been  forged  by 
the  French  man,  who  is  a  traytor,  and  ready 
to  affirm  the  .^reateft.  falfhoods  a)  whenever 
he  thinks  it  can  be  of  fervice  to  him.  He  has 
a  fine  tongue,  promifes  the  finer!  things,  but 
all  this  is  from  the  lips  only  j  while  his  heart 
contains  nothing  but  corruption,  and  the  poifon 
of  the  ferpent.  You  have  been  their  children, 
and  they  would  have  done,  to  be  fure,  every 
thing  for  you  -,  but  they  no  fooner  fancied 
themfelves  ftrong  enough  then  they  have  natu- 
rally re-aiTumed  their  haughty  airs,  have  driven 
you  out  of  your  own  country,  and  declared 
you  had  nothing  on  the  Ohio  (b).  The  Englifh, 

(a)  From  what  has  been  (een  above,  it  will  be  eafy  to 
judge  which  of  the  two  are  the  better  entitled  to  this  re- 
proach the  French  or  the  Engliih  ?  The  impofture 
which  M.  Wafhington  confeffcs  his  having  had  recourfe 
to,  in  order  to  povoke  the  refentmentof  the  favages,  may 
convey  an  idea  of  the  methods  employed  by  the  Englifh. 

(b)  'Tis  very  true,  the  Iroquois  never  inhabited  the 
1:  orders  of  tiie  Fair  River,  nor  do  they  at  all  pretend  to 
it ;  but  the  Englifh,  who  in  America  call  them  their 
faithful  friends  and  allies,  endeavour  to  perfuade  them, 
that  the  borders  of  the  Ohio  belong  to  the  fix  cantons, 
under  the  pretence  of  fome  ancient  wars  which  the  laft 
had  with  the  favages  on  the  Ohio  j  and  in  Europe  they 
maintain  that  this  fame  country  belongs  to  England, 
of  which  they  pretend  the  Iroquois  are  fubjecls. 

who 
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who  are  your  true  brothers,  have  too  much 
generality  to  think  the  fix  nations,  their  faith- 
ful allies,  mould  ever  be  treated  in  this  man- 
ner. After  you  had  been  with  the  governors 
of  Virginia  and  Penfylvania,  they  have,  at  your 
repeated  requefts,/^  an  army  to  fupport  your 
rights  (c),  to  put  you  in  pofTellion  of  your 
lands,  to  guard  your  women  and  children, 
to  dilpoffefs  the  French,  maintain  your  rights, 
and  fecure  you  all  this  country :  this  is  the 
bulinefs  in  which  die  arms  of  the  Englifh  are 
now  employed :  'tis  for  the  fafety  of  your 
women  and  children  that^we  fight ;  as  that  is 
the  true  motive  of  our  conduct^/)  >  we  cannot 
reaionabiy  doubt  but  the  reft  of  your  forces  will 
join  us  to'  fight  the  common  enejmy.  Thofe 
who  will  not  come  in,  will  be  refponfible  for 
the  confequences.  We  only-wim  that  our  bro- 
thers may  embrace  the  party  that  fhall  appear 
to  them  moft  proper. 

The  fix  nations  are  thofe  that  are  principal- 
ly concerned  in  this  war ;  for  them  it  is  we 
fight  5  and  I  mould  never  forgive  myielf  if  I 
did  them  the  leaft  harm.  'Tis  to  aflift  you, 
and  protect  you,  that  we  fight ;  our  arms  are 
open  to  receive  you,  and  our  hands  are  ready 
to  feed  your  families  during  the  courfe  of  the 
war.  The  governor  of  Virginia  has  feveral  times 

(c)  In  this  place  theEng'ifh  acknowledge  the  country 
not  to  be  theirs  ;  they  have  therefore  no  right  to  charge 
France  with  any  hoftihty.  It  were  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Iroquois  tc  complain,  md  vet  tney  do  not  complain. 

(cl)  Whax  '  behold  the  fubjecl:  of  the  war  which  is 
made  on  France  P  a  protection,  due  to  the  Iroquois,  who 
have  never  complained, 
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defired  they  mould  be  fent  him,  that  he  might 
behold  them  with  his  own  eyes,  fed  and  cloath- 
ed  to  their  mind :  but  as  you  cannot  prevail  on 
yourfelves  to  fend  them  to  him,  we  are  ready 
to  fhare  with  you,  in  a  friendly  manner,  our 
provifions  j  and  we  (hall  take  proper  meafures, 
and  give  orders,  that  a  fufficient  quantity  be 
brought  wherewithal  to  maintain  and  cloath 
your  women  and  children.  From  this  conduct 
it  is  evident,  how  much  greater  is  the  efteem 
which  the  Englifh  bear  their  faithful  allies  (a) 
the  fix  nations,  than  that  which  the  French 
bears  them.  As  we  have  drawn  the  fword  in 
your  defence,  and  for  your  caufe,  delay  not  a 
moment  longer  to  putyour  women  and  children 
under  our  protection  ;  there  they  will  find  a- 
bundance  of  provifions.  At  the  fame  time  let 
your  young  men  and  warriors  fet  about  whet- 
ting their  hatchets  in  order  to  join  us,  and 
unite  themfelves  to  us  vigoroufly  in  our  battles. 
Brothers,  the  prefent  which  I  offer  you,  is  not 
fo  confiderable  as  I  could  naturally  with ;  but 
I  expect  in  a  little  time  to  receive  a  o-reat  quan- 
tity of  marchandife,  which  I  fhall  have  at  my 
difpofal,  to  reward  thofe  who  will  give  proofs 
of  their  valour  and  activity  on  this  occafion. 
For  the  reft  I  will  reward  them  in  the  moft, 
generous  manner. 

(a)  In  Europe  the  great  argument  urged  by  the  Englifh 
in  proof  of  their  title  to  the  country  fituated  beyond  the 
Apalachian  mountains  is,  thai  the  Iroquois  are  their  fub- 
jects  ?  How  is  that  coniiitent  with  the  reafons  which 
they  avail  them  i elves  of  in  Amierica,  when  they  fpeajc 
to  the  Iroquois  ? 
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Take  courage,  brothers,  refcue  your  coun- 
try, and  fecure  it  for  your  children,  lay  your 
hearts  open  to  me  on  this  occafion;  that  I  may 
be  enabled  to  give  an  account  of  your  fenti- 
ments  to  your  great  friend  and  brother  thegover- 
nor  of  Virginia.  As  an  affurance  of  my  fince- 
rity  and  my  efteem,  I  prefent  you  this  belt 
of  wampum. 

The  20th,  Another  council. 

The  Delawares  no  fooner  found  that  they 
were  fufpe&ed  of  favouring  the  French  inte- 
reAs,  than  they  delired  to  know  the  reafon 
of  their  having  been  fent  for,  and  what  was. 
neceffary  for  them  to  fay  on  their  return. 

I  anfwered,  it  was  to  acquaint  them,  that 
it  was  in  compliance  with  their  repeated  fol- 
licitations  we  had  come  with  an  armed  force 
to  their  affiflance  (a)  -,  that  our  defign  was  to 
reinftate  them  in  the  poffefiion  of  the  lands 
which  the  Frenchman  had  taken  away  from 
them. 

That  as  they  had  often  claimed  our  affi fi- 
ance, in  the  quality  of  ancient  and  faithful 
allies,  I  invited  them  to  come  and  put  them- 
felves  under  our  protection,  with  their  women 
and  children. 

Upon  this  the  fpeech-bearer  ftretched  his 
quilt  on  the  floor,  and  on  this  quilt  he  placed 

(b)  During  all  this  time  the  Delawares  took  the  part 
of  the  Fjench,  and  were  not  the  dupes  of  the  air  of  alfii- 
rance  with  which  the  Englifh  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
them  they  were  come  at  their  requisition. 

feve- 
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feveral  belts  and  firings  of  wampum  in  the  or- 
der he  had  received  them  in  from  the  French. 

Here  are  repeated  the  fpeeches  of  M.  Con- 
trecceur  -,  (c)  after  which  the  Delawar  fpeaker 
addreffed  me  the  following  fpeeches. 
(f  Brothers, 

The  governors  of  Virginia  and  Penfylvania, 
we  your  brothers  the  Delawares  recoiled  per- 
fectly the  treaty  of  Logftown,  where  you  and 
your  uncles  the  fix  nations,  taking  into  con- 
fideration  the  bad  fituation  we  were  in  on 
account  of  our  wanting  a  man  to  be  at  our 
head  to  conduct  us,  gave  us  a  king,  and  told 
us  he  would  tranfact  in  all  publick  matters 
between  you  and  us  (d).  You  recommended 
to  us  not  to  give  ear  to  all  the  idle  rumours 
which  mould  be  fpread,  but  to  confult  our  own 
interefts  well,  and  do  what  would  feem  to  us 
right :  we  can  allure  you,  we  have  not  given 
credit  to  all  thefe  reports  -,  nor  fhall  we  ever 
give  any  credit  to  fuch  -,  but  that  we  will  be 
led  by  you,  our  brothers,  and  by  our  uncles  the 
fix  nations,  and  do  on  every  occafion,  what 
fhall  be  jufl,  and  what  you  mall  adviie  us  to. 
As  an  aflurance  of  our  difpofition  to  fulfil  our 
engagements  with  you,  we  prefent  you  this 
belt. 


(c)  Major  Wafliington  does  not  mention  in  his  jour- 
nal what  thefe  fpeeches  of  the  French  were.  He  had 
undoubtedly  gcod  reafons  for  fupprefling  them. 

(d)  Should  it  be  from  this  pretended  King  that  the 
Englifh  have  derived  fo  many  acquifitions  i 

After 
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After  this,  they  made  the  following  fpeech 
to  the  fix  nations, 

"  Uncles, 
'Tis  thirteen  days  fince  we  have  received 
from  the  council  of  Onondago  this  belt ; 
we  doubt  not  but  you  have  been  apprifed  of 
it.  He  exhorted  us  to  recollect  the  old 
time  when  he  covered  us  with  a  robe  that 
defcended  to  our  heels :  He  afterwards  de- 
fired  we  would  tuck  it  up  to  our  knees,  and 
tye  it  well,  and  meet  them  at  the  fource 
of  the  Sifquehana,  where  he  has  prepared 
a  place  for  us  to  live  at,  and  that  he  has 
fent  this  fpeech  to  thofe  of  our  nation,  who 
live  on  the  fide  of  the  Miniiintes;  inviting 
them  to  the  place  which  he  had  pitched 
on  to  live  along  with  us.  He  has  alfo  fent  us 
a  fpeech  to  acquaint  us  that  the  Englishman 
and  the  Frenchman  were  on  the  point  of 
coming  to  blows  on  the  river  Ohio ;  and 
he  exhorted  us  to  do  nothing  in  this  con- 
juncture but  what  was  reafonable,  and  will 
himfelf  tell  us ;  laftly,  he  recommended  to 
us  to  keep  faft  hold  of  the  chain  of  friend- 
fhip,  which  has  been  a  long  while,  fubfifting 
between  us,  him,  and  our  brothers  the  Eng- 

lifli. 

A  Eelt. 

After  this  the  Delawares  fpoke  to  the  Che- 
vanons  as  follows. 

X  S  Grand 
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cc  Grand  children,  by  this  firing  we  take 
yon  in  our  arms,  and  we  withdraw  you 
from  the  place  you  are  now  at  on  the  Ohio, 
and  we  carry  you  along  with  us  to  live  where 
we  live,  and  where  you  and  we  may  live  in 
peace  and  tranquillity. 

After  this  the  council  adjourned  to  the  next 
day  in  the  morning. 

The  2 1  ft  we  met  very  early,  when  I  im- 
mediately fpoke  to  the  Delawares  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

Brothers,  by  your  open  and  generous  con- 
duct on  this  occalion,  you  have  become  dearer 
to  us  than  ever  :  we  thank  you  for  not  going 
to  Venango  upon  the  firft  invitation  of  the 
Frenchman  5  and  his  childifh  treatment  of 
you,  has  railed  in  us  a  .juft  and  warm  reient- 
ment;  he  calls  you  his  children  and  talks  to 
you  in  reality,  as  if  you  v/ere  children,  and 
had  not  more  fenfe  than  children.  Weigh 
well,  brothers,  and  compare  all  dieir  fpeeches 
together,  you  Will  find,  that  every  thing  they 
contain  may  be  reduced  to  this  ;  I  am  going 
to  clear  youi  eyes,  open  your  ears,  and  luch 
like  futilities  ;  fuch  as  are  made  life  of  to 
am  ife  children  withal.  You  will  likewife 
objferve,  biotiiers,  that  if  they  give  their  word 
or  make  a  premiie,  and  confirm  it  with  a 
belt,  they  think  themfelves  no  longer  obli- 
gated thereby,  than  they  efleem  it  their  intereft 
to  keep  it.  They  have  given  an  inftance  of 
this,  which  1  am  willing  to  obferve  to  you, in  the 

leap 
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leap  which  they  fay,  they  have  taken  over  the 
barrier  which  you  had  oppofed  to  them : 
this  ought,  brothers,  to  infpire  you  with 
the  moll  jufi  indignation,  and  induce  you 
to  lay  hold  on  the  favourable  opportunity 
which  we  offer  to  you,  beino  come  at  your 
requeft.  to  affift  you;  by  which  means  you 
have  it  in  your  power  to  make  them  leap 
back  again,  much  quicker  than  they  had 
come  iorwards. 

A  String  of  Wampum. 

The  French  are  conftantly  defiring  you  not 
to  liften  to  the  ill  reports  which  will  be  ipread 
of  them  who  are  your  fathers,  if  they 
were  not  fenfible  in  their  own  minds  how 
much  they  defeive  it  by  their  unjuft  pro- 
cedure towards  you ;  why  mould  they 
fufpect  that  they  are  impeached  -?  why  mould 
they  take  fo  much  care  to  prevent  you  from 
giving  credit  to  what  will  be  faid  agsanft 
them  ?  As  to  what  they  will  tell  you  to  our 
prejudice,  our  conduct  alone,  will  be  our  an- 
fwer. 

Enquire  yourfelves  into  the  truth;  you  know 
the  roads  which  lead  to  our  fettlements ;  you 
have  lived  among  us»;  you  can  fpeak  our 
language.  But  in  order  to  confute  what  might 
be  laid,  and  give  affurances  of  our  brotherly 
friendfhip;  we  invite  anew  your  old  men, 
your  women  and  your  children,  to  take  re- 
X  2  fuge 
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fuge  under  our  protection,  and  between  our 
arms,  where  you  will  be  plentifully  main- 
tained ;  while  your  warriors  and  your  young 
people  will  unite  with  ours,  and  efpoufe  the 
common  caufe. 

A  String. 

We  return  you  our  hearty  thanks,  bro- 
thers, for  your  declaration  ;  that  you  are  in 
a  determined  refolutlon  to  fulfill  the  engage- 
ments you  have  entered  into,  by  the  treaty  of 
Logftcwn.  t  And  we  cannot  help  applaud- 
ing your  generous  conduct  towards  your 
grand-children  the  Shawanefe.  It  "gives  us 
infinite  pleafure. 

We  are  greatly  obliged  to  Onondago  for  the 
advice  he  has  given  ;  to  keep  faft  hold  of  the 
chain  of  friendfhip  which  ties  us.  I  dare 
fay,  if  he  had  known  how  nearly  this  war 
concerns  you  j  or  that  it  was  for  your  fakes, 
and  at  your  requeft  I  that  we  have  taken  up 
arms,  he  would  have  commanded  you  to  de- 
clare yourfelves,  and   to  proceed  without  de<» 

%  What  this  Treaty  of  Logftown  is,  we  do  not  know. 
What  may  be  colle&ed  from  this  Journal  relative  there- 
to is ;  that  it  was  concluded  by  a  man  whom  the  Eng- 
lifti  had  appointed  to  be  their  King ;  and  of  whom  of 
courfe,  they  mufr.  have  been  very  certain. 

H  Why  fo  many  repetitions  of  the  fame  thing  ?  unlefs 
becaufe  M.  Wafhington  apprehended,  the  Delaware^ 
vwould  not  believe  a  tittle  of  it. 

la# 
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lay  to  action,  againft  the  common  enemy  of 
the  Six-nations. 

To  convince  you  of  my  affection,  and  as 
a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
told  you  ;  I  prefent  you  this  belt. 

Gave  two  large  Strings. 

After  this  the  council  broke  up  :  and  thefe 
treacherous  devils  who  had  been  fent  by  the 
French  in  order  to  make  obfervations,  return- 
ed back ;  not  being  however  unprovided  with 
fome  difcourfes  prepared  on  purpofe  to  amufe 
the  French,  and  to  favour  the  fuccefs  of  our 
own  fchemes. 

As  they  had  ipoke  to  me  of  fixteen  hun- 
dred French,  and  feven  hundred  Indians, 
who  they  faid  were  on  their  march  to  rein- 
force thofe  at  the  fort; ;  I  prevailed  on  the 
Half  king,  to  fend  three  of  his  people  in 
order  to  be  informed  of  the  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter ;  notwithftanding  /  was  of  opinion  this 
news  had  no  other  foundation,  than  the  talk 
of  the  common  foldiers.  Thefe  Indians  were 
difpatched  privately,  before  the  council  broke 
up,  with  orders  to  repair  to  the  fort,  and 
get  information  of  all  the  Indians  thev 
fhould  meet  there  :  and  if  they  mould  learn 
any  thing  worth  while ;  one  of  them  §  was 
to  return  while  die  two  others  were  to  proceed 

§  It  was  by  means  of  thefe  Indians,  that  a  commu- 
nication was  kept  up  with  Robert  Stobo  the  Spyj 
whole  letter  will  make  its  appearance  pre'entl^. 

on 
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on  their  journey  to  Venango,  and  round  the 
lake,  in  order  to  be  fully  informed  of  the 
whole. 

I  prevailed  alio  on  King  Schingues  to  keep 
fcouts  out  on  the  river,  in  order  to  give  us 
news  in  cafe  of  the  approach  of  any  French. 
I  gave  him  a  letter  which  he  was  to  fend  me 
by  his  Runners,  to  prevent  being  impofed  on 
or  receiving  falfe  alarms.     Although  we  had 
not   fucceeded  in   perfuading  King  Shingues, 
and  the  other  antient  Dslawares,  to  take  fhelter 
in  our  camp  with  their  families,  becaufe  they 
flood  in  great  awe  of  the  council  of  Onondago; 
yet  they  gave  us  the  ftrongeft  amuances  of 
affi fiance,  and  pointed  out  to   us  the  means 
by  which   I  was    to  go  about   attaining  our 
ends ;  which  was  to  have  in  readinefs  a  great 
War-belt,    in  order  to  invite  thofe  who  were 
willing  to  receive  it,  and  act  independently 
of  their  king  and  the  council.   King  Schingues 
promifed  to  ufe,  underhand,  the  moft  fubtile 
means  to  bring  this  matter  to  bear  5  though 
he  durft  not  appear  in  it  openly. 

The  very  day  the  council  broke  up,  I  pre- 
vailed on  Raquehufion  a  Delaware,  on 
whom  I  could  depend,  to  carry  to  the  fort  a 
letter  which  the  French  deferters  had  writ 
to  their  fellow-foldiersj  and  I  gave  him  in- 
nructions  relative  to  the  manner  he  was  to 
conduct  himielf  in  his  obfervations  on  feveral 
articles  which  I  mentioned  to  him.  And 
indeed,  I  am  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the  pof- 
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Ability  of  furprifing  the  fort  ;  m  as  much  as 
the  French  encamp  outride  of  it,  and  that 
the  duty  cannot  be  performed  exactly,  on 
account  of  the  works  which  they  are  cm- 
ployed  in. 

I  alfo  employed  George,  another  trufty 
Delaware,  to  viiit  the  fort  in  a  little  time 
after  Raquehufton  j  and  furnifhed  him  with 
proper  inltruclions  j  recommending  to  him  at 
the  fame  time  in  a  ipecial  manner,  to  return 
quickly ;  that  we  might  be  fupplied  with 
frefh  news. 

The  council  was  no  fooner  broke  up,  tfo.n 
the  Delawaares,  as  alfo  the  half  king,  and 
all  the  other  Indians,  notwithstanding  all  that 
M.  Montour  could  fay  to  diffuade  them  from 
it,  returned  back  to  the  great  meadow-  \h 
order  to  make  amends  for  the  lofs  of  thefe 
Indians,  I  was  obliged  to  keep  fcouts  out 
conftantly  of  our  own  people,  to  guard  a- 
gainil  all  kinds  of  furprife. 

Having  been  told  that  if  I  fent  a  firing  of 
Wampum  and  a  fpeech,  the  Half  king  and 
his  young  men  might  be  prevailed  on  to 
come  back.  1  fent  the  following  fpeech  by 
M.  Croghon. 

"  It  is  now  fome  little  time  fince  you 
and  we  have  been  met.  We  have  fent  by 
your  brother  the  governor  of  Virginia,  at 
your  own  requeft,  repeated  feveral  times,  in 
order  to  aifift  you  and  fight  your  caufe.  It  is 
therefore  for  that  reafon  that  I  rauft  requeft  of 

you, 
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you,  brothers,  that  you  and  your  young  me« 
do  come  to  join  us,  and  encamp  with  us ;  to 
the  end  that  we  may  hold  ourfelves  in  readi- 
nefs  to  receive  our  brother  Monacotoca,  whom 
I  expect  every  day.  That  this  requeft  may 
be  attended  with  the  dented  effect,  and  make 
the  proper  impreffion  on  your  minds,  I  pre- 
fent  you  this  fixing  of  Wampum. 

As  thefe  Indians  who  were  fpies  for  the 
French,  appeared  very  curious  y  and  ufed  to 
afk  feveral  queftions,  in  order  to  know  by 
what  road  we  propofed  to  march  to  the  fort; 
and  when  we  expected  to  arrive  there.  I 
made  the  people  give  over  working  on  the 
road,  and  ceafed  to  carry  it  on  any  farther.  I 
told  them  after  this  we  intended  to  go  on 
with  it  through  the  woods,  as  far  as  the  fort, 
by  cutting  down  the  trees,  &c.  and  that  here 
we  waited  for  the  reinforcement,  which  was 
coming  to  us ;  together  with  our  artillery  and 
our  Waggons,  in  order  to  take  them  along 
with  us :  but  no  fooner  were  thefe  people 
gone,  than  I  ordered  the  road  to  be  opened, 
and  carried  towards  Redftone. 

25.  Towards  the  evening  arrived  from  the 
Great-meadows  three  men;  among  whom  is 
the  fon  of  queen  Aliguipa.  He  brings  me  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Croghon,  acquainting  me  of 
the  difficulties  he  meets  with  in  finding  any  In- 
dian that  is  difpofed  to  come  :  that  indeed,  the 
Half  king  was  difpofed  and  preparing  to  come 
and  join  us  3  but  that  he  was  prevented  from 
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it  by  a  blow  which  he  received.  I  thought 
it  proper  therefore  to  difpatch  M.  Montour  to 
the  fort  of  neceffity,  in  order  to  try  whether 
it  was  not  poffible  to  prevail  on  the  Indians  to 
come  to  us. 

26.  Arrives  an  Indian,  who  brings  word 
that  Monacathoca  has  burned  his  village 
(Logftown ;  )  and  has  fet  out  by  water, 
for  Redftone,  with  his  people ;  where  he 
may  be  expected  to  arrive  in  two  days. 
This  Indian  has  pafTed  by  the  fort,  and  af- 
fures  us  the  French  have  received  no  rein- 
forcement; except  a  fmall  number  of  Indians, 
who  he  fays,  have  killed  two  or  three  Dela- 
wares.  I  failed  not  to  relate  this  pieceof  news, 
and  to  reprefent  it  in  its  propereft  colours  to 
the  Indians ;  and  particularly  to  two  Delawares, 
who  are  here, 

27.  I  detached  captain  Lewis,  lieutenant 
Wagghener,  and  enlign  Mercer  j  two  fer- 
jeants,  two  corporals,  a  drum  and  iixty  men, 
to  endeavour  to  carry  on  the  road  to  the  place 
where  Redftone-river  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  Mononghela. 
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NUMBER    IX. 

Journal  of  the  Campaign  of  M.  Villi ers. 

I  Arrived  at  fort  du  Quefne  the  26th  of 
June,  about  eight  o'  clock  in  the  morning, 
with  the  feveral  nations,  of  which  the  general 
had  given  me  the  command. 

I  was  informed  on  my  arrival,  that  M:,  de 
Contrecceur  had  made  a  detachment  of  five 
hundred  French,  and.  eleven  Savages  of  the 
different  nations  of  the  Fair  river ;  the  com- 
mand of  which  he  had  intruded  to  M.  le 
Mercier  •  who  was  to  fet  out  the  next  day. 

As  I  was  this  officer's  fenior  ;  that  I  com- 
manded the  Six-nations ;  and  that  my  #  bro- 
ther had  been  aflaffinated  :  M.  de  Contrecceur 
honoured  me  with  this  command  ;  and  M. 
le  Mercier,  though  deprived  of  it  gave  me 
to  underftand,  it  would  give  him  great 
pleafure  to  ferve  the  campaign  under  my 
orders. 

M-  de  Contrecceur,  called  Meff.  le  Mercier, 
Longevil,  and  myfelf  together,  in  order  to 
deliberate  on  what  was  proper  to  be  done 
during  the  campaign;  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  fituation,  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy, 
the  affamnation  which  they  had  committed 

*  M.  de  Jumonville. 

on 


(  i63  ) 

on  us ;  and  the  peace  which  it  was  our  defign 
to  maintain  between  the  two  crowns. 

28.  I  received  my  orders  from  M-  Contre- 
cceur  :  the  provifions  v/ere  given  out :  every 
one  embarked  ;  and  we  fet  out  from  the  fort 
about  ten  in  the  morning. 

From  this  moment  /  began  to  employ  In- 
dian runners  by  land  3  to  prevent  being  in  any 
way  furprifed. 

I  went  to  fpend  the  night  about  fix  or  eight 
acres  above  the  firft  fork  of  the  river  Monon- 
ghela ;  though  I  had  no  intention  to  make 
this  my  way.  I  called  the  Savages  together 
and  defired  their  advice.  It  was  determined, 
though  a  longer  way,  to  proceed  by  the  river 
Mononghela. 

29.  Mafs  was  faid  at  the  camp;  after 
which  we  fet  out  on  our  march,  with  the 
ufual  precautions. 

30.  We  came  to  the  Stock-houfe  *  which 
was  built  by  laying  pieces  of  timber  one  over 
the  other,  well  joined  together:  the  build- 
ing was  about  thirty  feet  in  length,  by  twen- 
two  in  breadth.  As  it  was  late,  and  that  I 
would  do  nothing  without  confalting  the 
Savages ;  I  encamped  about  two  gun  mots 
from  this  place. 

I  called  the  leaders  together  that  evening ; 
and  we  deliberated  about  the  precautions 
which    were  proper  for  us  to  take    for  the 

*  This  Stock-houfe  had  been  built  by  the  Englifh. 
Y  2  fecurit 
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fecurity  of  our  wheel-carriages  j  the  provifions 
which  we  intended  to  leave  in  referve  j  and 
the  people  who  were  to  guard  them. 

July  i .  We  went  and  put  our  wheel-car- 
riages in  a  fecure  place.  We  difpofed  in  order 
our  effects,  and  whatever  elle  we  could  dif- 
penfe  with  in  the  Stcck-houfe.  I  left  to  ^uard 
them  a  good  ferjeant  and  twenty  men,  and  a 
few  lick  Savages.  Some  ammunition  was 
fhared  out,  and  on  we  marched.  About  ele- 
ven o'clock  we  fpied  feme  human  tracks, 
which  gave  us  a  fufpicion  of  our  being  dif- 
covered. 

About  three  in  the  afternoon,  having  had 
no  account  of  our  fcouts,  I  fent  out  fome 
others,  who  fell  in  with  the  firft.  They 
miftook  each  other,  and  were  jufl  going  to 
lire  at  one  another  ;  but  luckily  they  found 
out  their  miftake.  They  came  to  us  and 
declared,  that  they  had  been  as  far  as  the 
road  which  the  Englifh  were  making ;  that 
they  had  feen  no  body  there ;  and  that  it  was 
apparent  no  body  had  been  there  for  about 
three  days :  we  no  longer  doubted  but  the 
Encrlifh  were  apprifed  of  our  fteps. 

2.  At  break  of  day,  we  fet  out  on  our 
march,  without  waiting  the  arrival  of  the 
fcouts.  After  I  had  marched  for  fome  time, 
I  flopped  and  determined  not  to  proceed  far- 
ther i  till  fuch  time  as  I  received  fome  pofitivc 
account.  I  difpatched  fome  fcouts  towards 
the  road  :  in  the  interim  arrived  fome  of  the 
Savages  whom  I  had  left  behind  at  the  Stcck- 
houfe, 
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houfe.  They  had  made  a  prifoner  who  faid 
he  was  a  deferter  ;  I  examined  him,  and 
threatened  him  with  hanging,  if  he  attempted 
to  impofe  upon  me.  I  was  informed  the 
Englifh  had  deferted  their  poft,  in  order  to 
draw  near  their  fort ;  and  that  they  took 
with  them  likewife  their  cannon. 

Some  of  our  people  difcovered  the  camp 
which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Englilh  ; 
and  thither  we  went.  I  fent  out  fcouts,  and 
took  care  to  have  every  place  fearched.  A 
great  many  inftruments  and  other  utenlils 
were  found  concealed,  which  I  ordered  to  be 
taken  away.  It  bein^  late  I  caufed  my  de- 
tachment to  encamp  at  this  place. 

i"  again  fet  about  afking  the  Englifti- 
man  more  queftions,  continuing  to  frighten 
him  and  likewife  to  flatter  him ;  with  the 
hopes  of  being  rewarded.  I  communicated 
to  the  Savages  whatever  difcoveries  I  made, 
and  my  refolution  not  to  expofe  them  raflily. 
It  rained  the  whole  night. 

3.  At  day-break  I  prepared  to  march. 
I  invited  the  Savages  to  fupply  me  with  fcouts. 
The  weather  inclined  to  be  rainy ;  but  I 
forefaw  the  neceffity  of  preventing  the  enemy; 
before  they  had  raifed  the  works  which  they 
might  refolve  on. 

We  marched  the  whole  day  through  the 
rain  5  and  I  fent  out  fcout  after  fcout :  I 
flopped  at  the  place  where  my  brother  had 
been  afTafTinated ;  and  here  /  faw  fome  hu- 
man carcafes  Hill  remaining. 

Being: 
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Being  now  about  three  quarters  of  a  league 
from  the  EnglifTi  fort ;  I  made  each  officer 
to  march  in  a  column  at  his  refpective  divi- 
fion,  in  order  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
difpofe  of  them  as  the  exigency  mould  re- 
quire. 

I  fent  fcouts  who  were  to  go  clofe  to  the 
camp  j  and  twenty  more  to  fupport  them  -3  and 
I  advanced  my  felf  in  order  ;  when  fome  of 
my  people  returned  to  tell  me  that  we  were 
discovered  ;  and  that  the  Englifh  approached 
in  order  of  battle  to  attack'  us  :  as  it  was  faid 
they  were  juft  clofe  to  me,  /put  my  troops 
in  order  of  battle,  and  in  a  manner  agreeable 
to  the  wood-fighting.  It  was  not  long  before 
/  perceived  that  my  fcouts  had  led  me  wrong  ; 
and  I  gave  orders  to  my  troops  to  advance 
towards  that  iide  from  whence  I  apprehended 
an  attack. 

As  we  were  not  acquainted  with  the 
ground,  we  prefented  our  flank  to  the  fort 
from  whence  they  began  to  cannonade  us :  I 
perceived  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  to  the 
right,  the  EnglifTi  coming  towards  us  in 
order  of  battle.  The  Savages,  and  we  alfo, 
fet  up  the  cry,  and  advanced  to  meet  them  : 
but  they  s;ave  us  not  time  to  make  our  dif- 
charge  :  they  filed  off,  and  withdrew  into  an 
intrenchment  which  lay  contiguous "  to  their 
fort.  We  then  fet  ourfelves  about  inverting 
the  fort :  it  was  advantageoufly  enough  fitu- 
ated  in  a  meadow,  the  wood  of  which  was 

within 
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within  mufket  fhot  of  it.  We  came  as  clofe 
to  them  as  it  was  poffible,  to  the  end  that  his 
Majefty's  fubjects  might  not  be  expofed  with- 
out neceffity  :  the  fire  was  pretty  brifk  on 
both  fides,  and  I  repaired  to  the  place  which 
appeared  moft  to  favour  a  fally.  We  fuc- 
ceeded  in  filencing  the  fire  of  their  cannon, 
I  may  fay,  with  our  fmall  arms. 

The  enemy's  fire  began  again  at  fix  o'GIock, 
with  more  fury  than  ever,  and  lafted  till  eight 
o'Clock.     We  returned  it  brilkly.     We  took 
the  proper  meafures  for  fecuring  our  pofts,  and 
keeping  the  Englifh  clofe  in  their  fort  during 
the  night.     When  we  had  put  ourfelves  into 
the  beft  pofition  poffible,   we  caufed  it  to  be 
cried  out,  that  if  the  Englifh  were  deiirous  to 
fpeak  to  us,  we  would  ceafe  firing :  they  ac- 
cepted the   propofal,    and  there  came  a  cap- 
tain to  that  part  of  the  attack  where  I  was. 
I  detached  M.  le  Mercier  to  receive  him,  and 
I  went  myfelf  into  the  meadow ;  here  we 
told  them,    that  as  we  were  not  in  war,  we 
were  willing  to  deliver  them  from  the  cruel- 
ties to  which  a  more  obftinate  refinance  would 
expofe    them  from  the    the    favages;   that 
this   very  night  we  would  take  away  from 
them  all  hopes  of  flipping  away  from  us.  That 
we  now  condefcended  to  fhew  them  mercy,  as 
we  were  come  only  with  a  view  to  take  revenge 
for  the  murder  which  they  committed  on  my 
brother,  in  violation  of  the  moftfacred  laws;  and 
to  oblige  them  to  quit  the  King's  territories ; 

and 
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and  we  agreed  with  them  to  grant  them  the 
capitulation,   of  which  a  copy  is  annexed. 

We  confidered,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  advantageous  to  the  nation  than  this  ca- 
pitulation ;  it  not  being  natural,  that  we 
ihould  make  prifoners  of  war  in  time  of 
peace.  We  made  the  Englifh  agree  to  give 
it  us  under  their  hands,  that  they  had  com- 
mitted an  affaffination  on  us,  in  the  camp  of 
my  brother.  We  had  hoftages  as  fureties  for 
the  French  whom  they  had  in  their  power : 
we  compelled  them  to  evacuate  the  conntry 
belonging  to  the  King.  We  obliged  them  to 
leave  us  their  cannon,  which  confifted  of 
nine  pieces.  We  had  already  deftroyed  all 
their  horfes  and  black  cattle  ;  and  we  made 
them  ftill  give  us  under  their  hands,  that  the 
favour  we  fhewed  them,  was  only  to  prove  to 
them,  how  greatly  we  defire  to  treat  them 
as  friends. 

That  very  evening  the  articles  of  capitula- 
tion were  figned :  and  I  had  in  my  camp  the 
hoftages  I  required. 

The  4th,  at  peep  of  day,  I  fent  a  detach- 
jnent  to  take  poffemon  of  the  fort ;  the  gar- 
rifon  filed  off,  and  the  number  of  their  dead 
and  wounded  raifed  compaffion  in  me,  not- 
withftanding  my  refentment  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  had  made  away  with  my  bro- 
ther. 

The  favages,  who  had  in  every  refpecl, 
complied  with  my  defires,  had  laid  claim  to 
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the  pillage.  I  oppofed  it,  but  the  confter- 
nation  of  the  Engliih  was  fo  great,  that 
they  ran  away,  and  left  behind  them  even 
their  flag,  and  a  pair  of  their  colours.  I  de- 
molished their  fort,  and  M.  le  Mercier  cauled 
their  cannon  to  be  deftroyed  together  with 
the  one  which  had  been  granted  them  by 
their  capitulation,  the  Englilh  not  being  able 
to  take  it  away. 

I  haftened  away,  after  having  firft  deftroyed 
the  calks  of  liquor,  in  order  to  obviate  the  dis- 
orders which  they  muft  have  infallibly  occa- 
fioned  :  one  of  my  lavages  took  ten  Engliih 
and  brought  them  to  me  :  I  fent  them  awajr 
.by  another. 

I  loft  in  this  attack  only  two  French  and 
one  Pany  (a),  I  had  feventeen  wounded, 
of  whom  were  two  favages  ;  excluiive  of, 
feveral  wounds  fo  llight  as  not  to  require  the 
furgeon's  afhftance. 

I  marched  this  day  about  two  leagues,  and 
caufed  our  chief  lick  to  be  carried  on  litters 
by  detachments. 

The  5th  i  arrived  about  nine  o'Clock  at  the 
camp,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
Engliih.  i"  ordered  the  intrenchments  to  be 
demolished,  and  the  houfes  to  be  burnt  to 
allies.  This  done,  I  marched  on,  after  having 
detached  M.  de  la  Chavi^nerie  to  burn  all  the 
houfes  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  encamped  at 
three  leagues  diftance. 

(a)  The  name  of  a  favage  habitation. 
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The  6th  I  fet  out  early  in  the  morning  to 
the  place  where  we  left  our  waggons,  and 
arrived  there  about  ten  o'clock,  we  put  our 
wheel-carriages  in  order,  diftrihuted  provifions 
to  the  detachment,  carried  off  the  reft,  and 
found  fome  things  concealed.  After  which 
we  burned  the  hdngard.  I  embarked  and 
went  on  till  fix  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  j  when 
I  was  obliged  to  encamp  upon  account  of  very 
heavy  rains. 

The  7th  I  continued  to  march,  after  having 
detached  M.  de  la  Chavignerie  to  inform  M. 
de  Contrecceur  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  campaign  ; 
I  burned  as  I  went  along  all  the  fe< dements  I 
met  with3  and  I  made  a  furrender  about  four 
o'clock,  of  my  detachment  to  M.  Contrecceur. 

Capitulation  granted  by  M.  deVilliers,  captain, 
commander  of  the  troops  of  his  maje/ly,  to 
the  commander  of  the  Englijh  troops  in  the 
fort  of  Neceffity.  July  3,  1754,  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  Evening. 

AS  it  never  was  our  intention  to  difturb 
the  peace  and  harmony  that  reigned  be- 
tween two  princes  in  friendfhip  ;  but  only  to 
revenge  the  murder  committed  on  one  of  our 
officers,  the  bearer  of  a  citation,  and  on  his 
efcort ;  as  alfo  to  hinder  any  lettlement  on  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  king  my  mafter. 

On  thefe  confiderations  we  are  willing  to 
fhew  mercy  to  all  the  Englifh  who  are  in  the 
laid  fort  on  the  following  conditions. 

Article 
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Article     I. 

We  give  the  Englifh  commandant  leave  to 
retire  with  all  his  garrifon,  and  to  return 
peaceably  to  his  own  country  ;  and  promile 
him  to  hinder  any  infult  being  offered  to  him 
by  the  French  j  and  to  keep,  as  far  as  lies  in 
our  power,  ail  the  Savages,  who  are  with  us, 
within  bounds. 

II.  He  fhall  be  allowed  to  go  out  and 
carry  every  thing  with  him  that  belongs 
to  him ;  excepting  the  artillery,  which  we 
keep. 

III.  We  grant  them  all  the  honours  of 
war  and  leave  to  go  out,  drums  beating,  widi 
a  fmall  cannon  ;  being  defirous  to  prove  by 
this  favour  we  treat  them  as  friends. 

IV.  That  as  foon  as  the  articles  mall  be 
figned  on  both  fides,  they  (hall  take  down 
the  Englifh  ftandard. 

V.  That  to-morrow,  at  break  of  day,  a 
detachment  of  French  fhall  go  to  fee  the 
garrifon  file  off,  and  take  poffeffion  of  the 
faid  fort. 

VI.  That  the  Englifh  having  fcarce  any 
horfes  or  oxen,  it  fhall  be  allowed  them  to  hide 
their  effects  and  come  back  for  them  when 
they  have  got  horfes  ;  And  for  this  purpofe, 
they  may  leave  as  many  people  to  take  care 
of  their  goods  as  they  fhall  think  proper ;  on 
condition  they  give  their  word  of  honour,  not 

Z  2  €o 
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to  form  hence -forward,  any  fettlement  in  this 
place,  nor  on  this  fide  of  the  mountains. 

VII  That  as  the  Englilh  have  one  officer, 
two  cadet?,  and  all  the  prifoners  they  have 
made  af  the  afTaffination  of  the  fieur  de  Ju- 
monville  in  their  power ;  and  promife  to  fend 
them  back  with  a  fare-guard  to  fort  du  Quefne, 
fituated  on  the  river  Ohio;  We  for  their 
fure  fulfilling  this  article,  as  well  as  this 
treaty,  require,  that  Jacob  Vambraan  and 
Robert  Stobo,  both  captains,  do  remain  hof- 
tages  with  us,  until  the  arrival  of  the  French 
and  Canadians  above  mentioned. 

We  on  on  our  part,  oblige  ourfelves  to  grant 
an  efcort,  for  the  fafe  conducting  back  thefe 
two  officers,  upon  the  return  of  our  French, 
who  are  to  be  fent  back  in  two  months  and  a 
half  at  farther!:. 

This  with  a  duplicate  thereof,  was  figned 
upon  one  of  the  pofts  of  our  blockade,  the 
day  and  year  above-mentioned. 

James  Mackaye 
By  Meff.  Geo.  Washington 

Coulon 
Villiers. 
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NUMBER    X. 

Tranflation  of  a  letter  wrote  from  fort  Du 
Quefne  by  Robert  Stobo,  an  Englijhman, 
one  of  the  ho  (I  ages  for  the  fecurity  of  the  ca- 
pitulation granted  to  the  Englifi  troop  com- 
manded by  M.  Wafoington. 

ASlR>  July  28,  1754. 

Savage,  called  Tufquerora  John,  has 
brought  hither  an  account,  which 
very  much  alarms  all  the  favages  on  this  river: 
He  fays,  that  the  Half-king,  Manaque- 
hiha,  and  a  Chevanon  chieftain,  &c.  to  the 
number  of  thirty  feven,  have  been  taken  by 
the  Englifh,  and  made  prifoners.  He  fays 
alfo,  that  John  Mainot,  alias  James  Cork, 
pf  Montfer  s  company,  told  him,  that  thefe 
thirty  leven  lavages  were  to  be  hanged  as  foon 
as  they  arrived  at  the  Englifh  fettlements,  and 
adviied  him  to  make  his  efcape.  This  was 
artfully  reported  on  the  eve  of  a  great  Council 
between  the  Chevanon s,  French,  and  the 
favages  their  allies.  The  French  made  them 
a  long  and  elegant  harangue,  affuring  them, 
they  came  not  here  to  wage  war  againft  any 
body,  but  the  Englifh  would  not  fuffer  them 
to  live  at  reft ;  that  they  hoped  the  favages, 
their  children,  would  not  fuffer  their  father  to 
be  infulted  in  his  old  age  :  that,  notwith- 
ftanding,  if  they  had  a  mind  to  joyi  the  Eng- 
lish, 
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lifh,  they  might  do  it ;  but  if  they  had  a 
mind  to  think  better,  they  would  remain 
in  peace.  *  This  is  all  I  could  learn  of  this 
council. 

The  French  feconded  thefe  words  with 
two  large  belts,  and  two  firings  of  wampum. 
Their  allies  did  the  fame.  There  were  alfo 
considerable  prefents:  to  wit,  fixteen  fine 
guns,  two  barrels  of  powder,  balls  in  propor- 
tion, fixteen  fine  fuits  of  cloaths,  many  others 
of  lefs  value,  and  coverings  of  cloath.  The 
Chevanons  made  them  no  anfwer,  nor  did  I 
hear  they  have  as  yet. 

It  is  aflured,  that  the  Half  King  and  his 
people  were  killed,  and  that  their  wives  and 
children  have  been  delivered  to  the  barbarity 
of  the  Cherokees  and  Catabocs,  who  are  af- 
fembled  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  at 
the  new  magazine.  Whether  this  be  true  or 
not,  'tis  certain,  that  the  lavages  are  very  much 
alarmed ;  and  were  it  not  for  this  news,  a  num- 
ber of  different  nations  would  have  efpoufed 
your  intereft :  if  this  news  be  true  f  which  I 
cannot  think,)  you  can  depend  upon  no  favages 
in  thefe  quarters  ±  which  will  make  our  re- 

*  It  is  therefore  proved  by  the  teftimony,  even  of 
one  oi  ch  ZngJiih,  the  moft  prejudiced  aga-nft  theFrench, 
th  t  thefe  latter  did  not  excite  the  favages  to  the  war. 
Th  s  conduct  may  be  computed  with  the  cunning  and  ar- 
ttf  es  o,  :he  Kngiiih,  wnich  appear  fo  clearly  inWafh- 
ington's  journal. 

tuts 
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turn  very  hazardous :  but  this  is  not  to  he 
confidered. 

The  Chevanons,  Picko,  and  (a)  Delawago, 
have  held  a  great  Council  among  them  :  I 
know  not  the  refult  of  it.  I  have  engaged 
fome  of  them  to  join  you,  and  afiured  them 
they  would  be  very  well  received,  and  that 
there  were  many  fine  prefents  for  the  favages 
at  the  new  magazine.  A  prefent  made  a- 
propos  at  this  time,  might  be  of  ^reat  fervice. 
If  we  could  engage  the  Catabocs  and  Chero- 
kees  to  conclude  a  peace,  /  believe  every  thing 
would  go  well.  In  the  combat  of  the  mea- 
dow, near  the  fort  of  Neceffity,  we  had  no 
more  than  fix  or  feven  favages,  which  we 
call  our  own.  I  believe  they  were  of  the 
nation  of  Min^o,  and  little  efteemed  in  the 
nation,  particularly  one  John  Englim  :  He  is 
of  the  number  of  thofe  v/ho  are  looked  upon 
to  be  fpies :  I  knew  he  was  to  join  you  with 
his  men,  but  be  on  your  guard  againft  them. 
I  lend  you  this  by  the  brother-in-law  of  Ma- 
naquetahas,  a  good  fubjecl:  whom  you  may 
truft. 

You'll  fee  on  the  other  fide  the  plan  of  the- 
fort  drawn  as  well  in  detail  as  time  and  circum- 
ftances  would  permit  me.  The  garrifon  at 
prefent  is  not  two  hundred  ftrong,  all  work- 
men. The  reft  are  gone  oft,  to  the  number  of 
a  thoufand,  in  different  detachments.    7n  two 

(a)  Savage  nations.  The  Delawago  may  be  the  fame 
that  Ivl.  Waihington  calls  Delaware*. 

days 
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ays  Merrier,  a  good  officer,  will  quit  the  fort, 
and  leave  behind  him  only  Contrecoeur,  and 
fome  young  officers  and  cadets.  They  fent  iome 
days  ago  a  lieutenant,  with  two  hundred  men 
for  provifions,  and  wait  impatiently  for  them. 
At  his  return,  the  garrifon  will  confift  of  four 
hundred  men,  They  feem  here  to  mils  la  Force 
greatly;    Since  his  departure  there   were  no 
fcouts  fent  out.   He  is  much  regreted  and  de- 
iired  here,  which  makes  me  judge  he  was  not 
an  ordinary  man.  When  we  engaged  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  our  country,  it  was  expected  it  would  be 
at  the  expence  of  our  lives.    Let  no  one  there- 
fore be  deceived.  Conlider  the  advantage  that 
will  accrue  from  the  expedition  without  the 
leaft  regard  to  us.   For  my  part  I  would  die  tea 
thoufand  deaths  to  enjoy  the  pieafbre  of  fee- 
ing this  fort  in  the  hands  ol  the  Englifh.   The 
French    are  fo  vain  ef  their  fuccefs  at   the 
meadows,  that  I  would  iboner  die,  rather  than 
hear  them  fpeak  of  this  affair.    Attack  this  au- 
tumn as  foon  as  you  poffibly  can  ;  gain  over 
the  Indians;  perfuadethem  with  judgment  j  in, 
a  word,  do  what  you  can  and  you  will  lucceed: 
an   hundred  trufty   Indians   are  fufficient  to 
furprize  the  fort.    They  have  accefs  every  day 
here.     They  may  hide  themfelves,   fo  as  to 
be  able,  without  much  difficulty,  to  fecure  the 
guard  with  their  tfamkanko :  let  then  the  gate 
be  jfhut,  and  the  fort  is  our  own.      Here  is 

never  in  the  night  but  Contrecceur  and  the 
rguard,  which  never  exceeds  fifty  men,  all  the 
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left  are  lodged  without  the  walls  in  cabins 
built  all  round.  For  the  love  of  God  do  not 
communicate  this  letter  but  to  a  few  perfonsj 
and  let  thofe  be  fuch  a§  you  can  depend  on  : 
that  they  have  here  notice  of  every  thing,  is 
not  to  be  queftioned  ;  if  they  come  to  be  in- 
formed of  what  I  write,  the  lofs  of  the  little 
liberty  which  T  am  allowed,  would  be  the  leafl 
that  could  happen  me.  I  mould  be  defirous 
to  hear  from  you ;  but  let  no  mention  be  made 
of  this  in  your  letter.  Pleafe  to  excufe  the 
faults  which  might  have  crept  into  this  letter, 
Jn  which  there  is  no  great  coherency  j  and  be- 
Jieve  me  your's. 

Signed,  Robert  Stobo, 

P.  S.   Be  kind  to  this  Indian.     Schinga 
and  Deleavy  George  are  come  to  this  place. 

I  underwritten,  counfellor  in  the  fuperior 
council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  having  tranf* 
lated  from  the  Engliih  into  French  the 
above  letter,  the  original  of  which  remains, 
depofited  in  the  fecretary's  office  of  the  go- 
vernor-general of  New  France. 

Signed  t  Perthuis. 

We  the  governor-general  and  intendant 
of  New  France  certify,  that  M.  Perthuis, 
counfellor  in  the  fuperior  council  of  Quebec, 
has  tranflated  the  above  letter ;  and  that  we 
have  heard  all  the  Englifh,  who  have  been  in 
A  a 
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this  city,  fay,  that  the  faid  fieur  Per-thuis 
fpoke  Englifh  well,  and  tranflated  it  in  per- 
fection. Done  at  Quebec  the  13  th  of  Sep- 
tember 1755. 

Signed  Vaudreuil  and  Bigot, 

NUMB.    XI. 

Jrjtrnciions  given  to  General  Braddock  by  his 
Britannick  Majejiy. 

George  R. 
"j  Nftructions  for  our  trufty  and  well-beloved 
■f  Edward  Braddock,  Efq;  major-general 
of  our  armies,  whom  we  have  appointed 
general  and  commander  of  all  and  every  of 
our  troops  and  forces,  which  are  actually  in 
North  America,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
fent  thither,  or  therein  raifed ;  to  vindicate  our 
juft  rights  and  our  poffeffions  in  thefe  parts. 
Given  at  our  palace  of  St.  James's,  the  2  5th 
of  November  17543  and  of  our  reign  the 
28th. 

Whereas,  by  our  commiffion  dated  the 
24th  of  September  laft,  we  have  appointed 
you  general  and  commander  of  all  and  every 
our  forces  which  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be  in 
North  America  :  In  order  that  you  may  be 
the  better  enabled  to  anfwer  the  confidence  of 
which  we  have  given  you  that  teflimony,  we 

have 
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have  thought  proper  to  give  you  the  inftruc* 
tions  that  follow. 

1.  We,  having  ^iven  our  moil  ferious  at- 
tention to  the  reprefentations  of  our  fuhiects  of 
North  America,  and  to  (he  prefent  ftate  of 
bur  colonies  j  to  the  end  that  our  jurt  rights 
and  porTeflions  may  be  guarded  againft  all  en- 
croachments, and  the  trade  of  our  fubjects  fe- 
cured ;  have  given  directions,  that  two  of  onr 
regiments. of  foot,  which  are  now  in  Ireland, 
commanded  by  Sir  Peter  Halket  and  colonel 
Dunbar,  be  immediately  fent  over  to  Ame- 
rica, with  a  fuitable  train  of  artillery,  trans- 
ports and  provifions,  under  the  convoy  of  a 
certain  number  of  our  fhips  of  wan 

2.  Upon  receiving  our  prefent  inftructioris* 
you  mail  embark  on  board  one  of  our  mips 
of  war,  and  you  mail  make  fail  for  North 
America,  where  you  will  take  upon  you  the 
command  of  our  forces ;  and  whereas  we  have 
appointed  Auguftus  Keppel  to  command  thz 
fquadron  of  our  fhips  of  war  in  the  AmericarA 
leas,  we  require  and  enjoin  you  to  maintain 
a  perfect  understanding  and  correfponclenee 
with  him,  fo  lon^  as  you  mall  be  employed  id. 
the  fervice  you  are  now  in  »  and  we  havfc  given 
the  fame  orders  to  the  faid  commander  of  our 
fquadron,  with  regard  to  the  conduct'  and  the 
correfpondence  which  he  is  to  hold  with 
you. 

3.  And  whereas  a  number  of  men  mall  h$ 
"wanting  to  compleat  our  faid  regiments,  which 

A  3    3  h'i 
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are  to  be  compofed  of  between  five  and  feveti 
hundred  men  each  ;  and  our  intention  being  ; 
that  there  be  forthwith  raifed  two  other  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  compofed  of  a  thoufand 
men  each,  to  be  commanded  by  governor 
Shirley  and  Sir  William  Pepperel,  whom  we 
have  appointed  to  be  colonels  thereof,  in  our 
provinces  and  colonies  of  America  -,  we  have 
given  our  orders  that  the  rendezvous  of ,  the 
regiment  under  the  command  of  the  former 
fhali  be  at  Bofton,  and  that  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  latter  at  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia ;  and  that  bur  feveral  governors  (hall 
take  beforehand  the  meafures  neceffary  to 
contribute  to  their  utmoft,  fo  as  to  have  about 
three  thoufand  men  in  readinefs  to  be  enlifted 
for  this  purpofe,  who  are  in  proportion  to  the 
number  that  mall  be  raifed  to  be  put  ujider 
your  command*  and  are  there  to  be  fubj'ect  to 
the  diftribution  which  you  mail  make  of  them 
in  the  adove-mentioned  corps. 

And  whereas  we  have  thought  proper  to 
detach  Sir  John  Saint-Clair  our  quarter  matter 
general,  and  James  Petcher,  Efq;  our  com- 
miifary  for  mufters  and  reviews  in  America, 
to  the  end  that  they  may  make  all  neceflary 
preparations  againft  the  arrival  of  the  two  re- 
giments from  Europe,  and  for  the  raifing  of 
the  forces  above-mentioned  j  you  (hall  inform 
yourlelf  immediately  upon  your  arrival,  of  the 
governors  who  (hall  be  the  neareft  at  hand, 
and  in  time  and  place  of  all  the  governors, 

and 
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and  likewile  of  the  quarter-mafter-general, 
and  the  mufter-mafter-general,  what  progrefs 
they  mall  have  respectively  made  in  the  execu- 
tion of  our  above  orders,  to  the  end  that  you 
may  be  able  to  act  in  consequence. 

4.  It  having  been  repreferited  to  us,  that 
the  forces  of  Cork,  which  are  to  go  over  under 
your  command,  may  want  provifions  on  their 
arrival  in  America,  we  have  caufed  to  be 
Shipped,  &cc. 

5.  Whereas  we  have  given  orders  to  our  faid 
governors,  to  provide  a  quantity  of  frefh  provi- 
sions for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  on  their  arrival ; 
and  whereas  they  are  equally  obliged  to  fupply 
our  officers  with  what  they  fhall  ftand  in  need 
of,  whenever  they  mall  be  obliged  to  go  from 
place  to  place,  and  every  thing  that  (hall  be  ne- 
ceflary  for  travelling  upon  land  when  they  can- 
not go  by  fea  j  likewife^  to  obferve  and  obey  aH 
fuch  orders  as  fhall  be  by  you  given  them,  or 
by  thofe  whom  you  fhall,  from  time  to  time, 
appoint  to  quarter  the  troops,  hailen  the 
tranfports,  provide  every  thing  necefl'ary  for 
fuch  number  of  troops  as  fhall  arrive,  or 
mall  be  raifed  in  America  :  and  whereas  thefe 
feveral  fervices  are  to  be  executed  at  the 
charges  of  the  governments  where  they  fhall 
take  place  j  It  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that 
in  order  to  the  execution  of  all  thefe  parts, 
you  do  apply  to  our  abovelaid  governors,  or 
to  fome  one  of  them,  according  to  the  exi- 
gency of  the  feveral  cafes. 

6; '  And 
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6-  And  whereas  we  have  moreover  com- 
manded^ our  faid  governors  to  ufe  all  their 
efforts,  in  order  to  prevail  on  the  refpective 
affemblies  of  their  provinces  to  raife  fpeedily 
a  confiderable  a  fum  as  they  mail  be  able  to 
obtain,  by  way  of  contributing  to  a  common 
fund,  to  be  provifionally  employed  in  America 
for  the  general  fervice,  and  irt  particular,  to  de- 
fray the  experice  of  railing  the  troops  which  are 
to  be  employed  in  compleating  the  regiments 
above-mentioned :  It  is  our  will,  that  you 
give  them  all  the  advice  and  affiftarice  you  can 
towards  advancing  thefe  advantageous  projects, 
by  fettling  fuch  a  common  fund  as  may  be  fully 
adequate  to  the  project  of  fervice  which  we 
propofe  to  you  (a)  ,  but  you  are  to  take 
lpecial  care  to  hinder  the  giving  any  money 
to  the  troops  which  are  to  be  under  your  com- 
mand y  fuch  payments  excepted,  as  mail  be 
made  in  confequence  of  the  fupplies  of  effec- 
tive men  which  mall  be  made. 

7,  Having  alfo  commanded  our  faid  go- 
vernors to  cbrrelpond  and  confer  with  you  on 
all  matters,  which  may  tend  towards  accele- 
rating the  faid  levies  in  their  refpective  go- 
vernments, we  require  you  to  aid  and  affift 
them  in  the  execution  of  our  inftructions  j  you 
are  therefore  not  only  to  keep  up  a  conft ant 
and   frequent   correfpondence   with  them  by 

(a)  To  know  what  this  project  was,  fee  colonel  Na- 
pier's  letter  in  the  following  pages. 
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letters,  but  you  are  alfo  to  vifit  the  faid  pro- 
vinces, or  fome  of  them,  if  you  think  it  for 
the  advanage  of  our  fervice  j  and  you  fhall  put 
our  faid  governors  frequently  in  mind  of  ufing 
all  poflible  diligence ;  fo  as  the  execution  of 
our  projects  may  not  be  obftruded  by  the  flow- 
nefs  of  the  levies,  which  are  to  take  place  in 
their  refpe&ive  provinces,  or  by  the  want  of 
tranfports,  provifions,  or  fuch  other  things  as 
fhall  be  necefTary,  in  whatever  time  or  place 
you  fhall  think  convenient  to  affign  for  their 
general  rendezvous. 

You  fhall  alfo  aflemble  a  council  of  war, 
which  we  have  thought  proper  to  appoint, 
and  which  fhall  confift  and  be  compofed  of 
yburfelf,  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  mips, 
of  fuch  governors  of  our  colonies  and  pro- 
vinces, fuch  colonels  and  other  land  officers 
as  fhall  be  found  to  be  within  a  convenient 
diftance  of  our  faid  general  and  commander 
of  our  forces;  and  it  mall  be  with  their  advices, 
or  of  the  plurality  of  them,  tjiat  you  will  de- 
termine on  all  the  operations  which  are  to  be 
executed  by  our  faid  troops  under  your  com- 
mand, and  all  the  other  important  points 
which  fhall  have  a  reference  thereto  ;  in  the 
manner  that  fhall  be  judged  moft  effectual 
for  attaining  the  ends  for  which  the  faid  troops 
are  defigned,  and  for  correfponding  faithfully 
with  the  truft  which  we  have  repofed  in  you. 

8.  You  are  not  only  to  keep  up  the  moft 
entire  harmony  and  friendship  poffible  with 
' '   i  the 
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the  feyeral  governors  of  our  colonies  and  pro- 
vinces, but  even  with  the  chiefs  of  thefe  In- 
dian nations.  You  are  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  fome  perfon  that  is  fit  and  agreeable  to  the 
Indian  nations  in  the  fouthern  parts,  in  order 
to  fend  him  to  them  for  this  purpofe;  in 
the  fame  manner  as  we  have  direded 
colonel  Johnfon,  to  repair  to  the  northern 
nations,  as  being  the  perfon,  whom  it  is  be- 
lieved, they  will  receive  with  the  greatefr. 
pleafure ;  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  fhare  and  act  with  our  forces,  fa X 
in  the  operations  which  you  fhall  deem  the 
moft  advantageous  and  expedient  to  under- 
take. 

9.  You  fhall  from  time  to  time,  inform  your- 
felf  of  the  nature  and  value  of  the  prefsnts 
which  fhall  be  granted  by  the  anemblies  of 
our  different  colonies  and  provinces,  accord- 
ing to  cuftom,  in  order  to  invite  and  engage 
the  Indian  nations  to  our  interests  and  alli- 
ance j  and  you  fhall  be  very  attentive  mat  a 
juft  and  faithful  diftribution  be  made  thereof, 
by  fuch  perfons  as  mail  be  charged  to  make 
it ;  and  you  fhall  affift  thefe  perfons  with  your 
beft  advice  towards  the  (aid  diftribution  :  you 
are  to  be  alfo  particularly  attentive  that  thefe 
prefents  be  defpofed  of  prudently,  in  all  the 

(a)  The  orders  given  to  Colonel  Johnfon  were  long 
before  this  inftruction-  The  project  was  therefore  long 
fince  concerted,  and  the  invafion  of  the  country  fituated 
on  the  Fair  River,  entered  into  the  plan  of  this  project 
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bccafions  in  which  they  (hall  be  made  •  and 
in  thofe  exigencies  againfr.  which,  lieutenant 
governor  Dinwiddie,  might  have  made  a  pro- 
viiion,  with  regard  to  the  Indians,  in  confe- 
rence of  the  funis  of  money  which  have  been 
already  granted  in  his  towns,  or  elfe  where. 

i  a.  It  having  been  reprefented  to  us,  that 
the  French  and  the  inhabitants  [a)  of  our  dif- 
ferent colonies,  hold  a  correfpondence,  and  car- 
ry on  an  illicit  trade  together  -,  you  are  to  take 
lpeedily  all  the  meafures  neceffary  to  prevent 
the  continuance  of  fuch  dangerous  practices ; 
and  in  particular  that  no  fort  of  provifions  be 
fupplied,  under  any  pretext  whatfoever,  to 
the  French,  &c. 

1 1.  Whereas  we  have  thought  that  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  it  was  fit  to  fettle  and  afcer- 
tain  the  rank  which  is  to  be  obferved  between 
the  officers  bearing  our  immediate  commiiTi- 
ons,  and  thofe  who  ferve  under  the  com  millions 
of  our  governors,  &c. 

12.  You  will  receive,  here- to  annexed,  a 
copy  of  the  orders  which  we  fent>  the  28th  of 
Auguft  1753,  to  our  feveral  governors, 
wherein  we  enjoin  them,  and  exhort  our  co- 
lonies  and  our  provinces  of  North  America, 

(a)  Thekimg  of  England  acknowledges  herethegeneral 
law,  which  prohibits  an  European  colony  to  drive  a 
trade  with  the  lavages  difperfed  on  the  territory  of  ano- 
ther colony  :  it  is  by  virtue  of  this  law  that  the  French 
were  authorized  to  coufifcate  the  goods  of  the  Englifh 
who  came  to  trade  on  the  Fair  River, 

B  b  to 
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to  unite  together  for  their  common  and  mu- 
tual defence ;  and  you  will  fee  by  our  directions 
of  the  5th  of  July  (of  which  likewife  a  copy 
is   herewith  delivered  to  you)  our  repeated 
commands  for  the  enforcing  our  orders   of 
the   28th  of   Augur!    1753  ;    and  that   we 
werepleafed  to   direct  mat  the   fum   of  ten 
thoufand  pounds  might  t>e  remitted  in  fpecie  to 
governor  Dinwiddie,  and  to  give  leave  to  our 
faid  lieutenant-governor  to  draw  for  another 
fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  on  the  condi- 
tions mentioned  in  our  order  of  the  3d  of  July 
laft,  which  was  fent  to  the  faid  lieutenant- 
governor  the  27th  of  September  following  j 
the  faid  fum  to  be  employed  towards  the  ge- 
neral fervice  and  protection  of  North- America. 
The   ieveral  other  letters  of  the   25th   and 
26th  of  October  and  4th  of  November,  to 
our  governors,  to  Sir  William  Pepperel  and  to 
colonel  Shirley  f  copies  of  which  will  be  de- 
livered to  you,  together  with  the  prefent)  will 
make  you  thoroughly  acquainted  with  our  or- 
ders and  inftructions,  which  have  been  made 
known   on  this  occafion  to  our  officers  and 
governors  >  and  will   enable  yOu  to  inform 
yourfelf  of  their  execution,  and  the  advantages 
which  mall  have  refulted  therefrom. 

13.  You  are  not  to  fail  fending  us,  by  the  firn1 
and  all  opportunities  which  may  offer,  a  clear 
and  particular  account  of  your  fteps,  and  of 
every  thing  that  is  erTeatial  to  our  fervice,  by 
letters  to  one  of  our  principal  miniiiers  and  fe- 

cretary 
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pretary  of  Hate,  from  whom  you  will  receive? 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  orders,  of  a  more 
ample  nature,  as  mall  be  neceffary  for  your 
conduct. 


nor 


I  under- written  •,  counfellor  in  the  fupe- 
council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  having 
tranflated  from  the  Engliih  into  French^ 
woid  for  word,  the  King  of  England's  in- 
ductions to  general  Braddock :  the  original 
of  which  remains  depofited  in  the  fe- 
cretary's  office  of  the  governor-general  of 
New-France."  Done  at  Quebec,  September 
the  thirtieth,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

Signed         Pertiiuis, 

«  \ye  governor-general  and  intendant  of 
New-France,  certify  that  M.  Perthuis,  coun- 
fellor in  the  fuperior  council  of  Quebec,  has 
tranflated  from  Englifh  into  French,  the  King 
of  England's  inftructions  to  general  Braddock  j 
and  that  we  have  heard  it  faid  by  all  the  Eng- 
lifh who  have  been  in  this  city,  that  the  fieur 
Perthuis  fpoke  Englifh,  and  tranflated  it  to 
perfection."  Done  at  Quebec,  September  the 
thirtieth,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

Signed 

Vaudreuil  and  Bigot, 


tib  %  NUMB, 
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Letter  from  M.  Robert  Napier,  written  to 
M.  Braddoek,  by  order  of  his  Royal  High-* 
nefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

London,  Nov.  25,   1754* 
Sir, 

HI  S  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke,  in  the 
many  audiences  which  he  gave  you, 
has  entered  into  all  the  particular  details  of 
the  fervice  which  you  are  going;  upon  j  and, 
on  Saturday,  communicated  to  you  his  notions 
as  a  better  rule  for  the  execution  of  the  dif- 
ferent articles  of  his  majefty's  inftxu&ions : 
and  as  you  were  defirous  that  nothing  of  what 
paffed  then,  mould  efcape  your  memory; 
he  has  commanded  me  to  fet  down  every 
thing  in  writing.  His  royal  highnefs  has  this 
fervice  very  much  at  heart ;  it  being  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  to  the  territories  in  the 
obedience  of  his  majefty  in  America,  and  the 
honour  of  the  troops  which  he  employs  in 
the  faid  countriesf  As  you  are  particularly 
concerned  in  this  affair,  his  royal  highnefs 
takes  the  greater  mare  therein,  as  he  has 
made  intereft  with  his  majefty  to  procure  you 
this  command. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  his  royal  highnefs,  that 
immediately  after  your  landing,   you  confider 

what 
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Xvhatkind  of  artillery  and  other  implements  of  war 
it  will  be  neceiTary  to  tranfport  to  Wills-creek, 
for  your  nrft  operation  on  theOhio;  and  this,  in 
fuch  quantity  as  that  it  may  not  be  wanting  in 
thefervice ;  likewife  that  you  form  a  fecond  field 
train,  with  good  officers  and  foldiers,  who  are 
to  be  fent  to  Albany,  and  be  in  thorough  rea- 
dinefs  to  march  for  the  fecond  operation  at 
Niagara.  You  are  to  take  under  your  com- 
mand what  number  you  mall  think  neceiTary, 
from  the  two  companies  of  artillery  which  are  at 
Nova-Scotia  and  Newfoundland,  as  foon  as  the 
feafon  will  permit  you ;  being  however  mindful 
to  leave  a  force  fufficient  for  the  defence  of 
the  Illand.  Captain  Ord,  a  very  experienced 
officer,  and  of  whom  his  royal  highnefs  has  a 
great  opinion,  will  join  you  as  foon  as  he 
poffibly  can. 

When  the  regiments  of  Shirley  and  Peppe- 
rel  fball  be  increafed  to  a  number  furliciently 
confiderable ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  his  royal 
highnefs  that  you  caufe  them  to  encamp,  not 
only  for  the  fpeedier  difciplining  them,  but 
alfo  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  French,  and 
throw  them  into  a  fufpenfe  with  regard  to  the 
place  you  purpofe  to  attack.  jHis  royal  highnefs 
makes  no  doubt,  but  all  the  officers  and 
captains  of  thefe  corps  will  anfwer  his  expec- 
tation, in  modelling  and  difciplining  their  re- 
fpeclive  troops. 

The  moil  exact  and  the  ftricteft  difcipline 
5s  always  neceiTary ;  but  it  can  never  be  too 

much 
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much  iniifted  on  in  thefervice  now  under  con* 
iidertion.    His  royal  highnefs  therefore  recom- 
mends to  you  the  enforcing  it  among   your 
troops  in  the   moft   uniform   manner.     You 
are  alfo  to  guard  againft  all  panic  terrors,   in 
the   prefence  of  the   Indians,    with   whom 
they  are  not  yet  acquainted  ;  and  whom  the 
French  will  not   fail  making  ufe  of,  in   or- 
der  to   terrify   them.      His   royal   highnefs 
recommends  to  you  the  vifiting  your  pofts 
night    and    day;    that    both    the     colonels 
and   other   officers    of    the   army   be    exact 
in  doing  the  fame  ;  and  that  you  yourfelf  fet 
frequent  examples  thereof;  and  to  give  your 
troops  to  understand,    that  no  excufe  will  be 
admitted  for  any  furprife  whatever. 

If  the  expedition  of  the  Ohio,  mould  take 
up  more  time  than  has  been  imagined  ;  and 
if,  while  it  is  carrying  on,  Shirley's  and  Pep- 
perel's  regiments  mould  be  found  fufficient 
to  undertake  the  reduction  of  Niagara ;  it  is 
the  opinion  of  his  royal  highnefs,  that  you 
confider,  whether  you  can  repair  thither  in 
perfon,  leaving  the  command  of  the  troops 
on  the  Ohio  to  an  officer,  on  whom  you  fafely 
rely  j  or  whether  it  may  not  be  more  con- 
ducive to  the  fervice,  to  fend  to  thefe  troops 
fome  perfon  whom  you  might  have  had  in 
view  for  the  command  of  the  Ohio  ?  This 
is  an  extreme  nice  cafe,  and  demands 
great  attention  on  your  part  \  inafmuch  as 
colonel  Shirley  is  next  to  you  in  command, 

Therefore 
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Therefore  if  you  do  fend  fuch  ah  officer,  he" 
muft  conduct  himfeif  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  appear  only  in  the  capacity  of  a  friend 
andcounfelior,  with  regard  to  colonel  Shirley ; 
who  mould  be  wrote  to  accordingly  he  not 
beino-  verfed  in  military  affairs :  ana  his  royal 
highnefs  thinks*  that  this  officer  ought  not  to 
produce,  or  make  mention  of  the  commit 
fion  which  he  mould  have  from  you,  to  take 
the  command  of  him,  exceptmg  in  the  cafe  of 
abfolute  neceffity. 

The  above  arrangements  may  ferve  as  a. 
foundation  to  proceed  upon,  in  cafe  the  ex^ 
pedition  of  Crown-point  *  may  take  place, 
whilft  the  reduction  of  Niagara  is  laboured 
at. 

If  it  mould  be  neceffary  for  you,  after  the 
Ohio  expedition,  to  repair  to  Niagara  with  all 
your  forces  ;  his  royal  highnefs  advifes  you  to 
examine  with  the  greateft  attention,  whether  it 
may  not  be  poffible  to  go  from  the  Ohio  to 
Niagara  by  a  fhorter  way  than  that  of  the 
lakes  ;  which  you  ought  not  to  undertake 
under  any  pretext  whatfoever,  without  a  mo- 
ral certainty  that  provifions  will  not  be  want- 
ing,  &c. 

As  to  the  derign  which  you  have  to  make 
yourfelf  matter  of  Niagara,  which  is  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  -,  his  royal  highnefs  re- 

-£  This  is  Fort -frederic  :  In  Engliih,  Crown-point* 

comment 
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commends  it  to  you  to  leave  nothing  to 
chance,  in  the  purfuit  of  that  enterprife. 

As  to  the  reduction  of  Crown-point,  peo- 
ple are  perfuaded  that  the  provincial  troops 
will  be  of  much  more  fervice  j  being  better 
acquainted  with  the  country ;  and  his  royal 
highnefs  recommends  to  you,  after  the  taking 
the  fort,  to  confult  with  the  governors  of  the 
neighbouring  provinces  about  a  proper  place 
to  build  a  fortification  on,  which  hereafter  may 
may  fcreen  both  the  fortrefles  and  provinces. 

As  to  what  relates  to  the  forts  which  you 
(hall  think  necefTary  to  erect,  which  they 
perhaps  are  but  too  fond  of  in  that  country  3 
his  royal  highnefs  recommends  it  to  you  to  ob- 
serve, that  they  may  be  contrived  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  not  to  require  a  ftrong  garrifon  ;  and 
he  is  of  opinion,  that  you  fhould  not  build  forts 
that  are  confiderable,  and  of  ftone,  without 
having  previoufly  fent  plans  and  eftimates  of 
the  faid  forts  to  England,  in  order  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  government.  His  royal 
highnefs  thinks  that  forts  of  earth,  with 
pointed  flakes  and  pallifadoed  with  good 
ditches,  *  capable  of  containing  two  hundred 
men,  and  in  cafe  of  need,  four  hundred 
will  be  fufficient  for  the  prefent. 

As  lieutenant  colonel  Lawrence  who  com- 
mands at  Nova-fcotia,  has  for  fome  time 
paft  formed  a  plan  of  making  himfelf  mafter 
of  Beaufejours  his  royal  highnefs  is  of  opi- 
nion, 
*  Stockaded  Forts» 
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pjon,  and  advlfes  you  thereto,  that  you  con- 
fult  him  about  this  point,  both  as  to  the  time 
and  manner  of  executing  this  projed.  His 
royal  highnefs  forefees  that  his  majefty's  mips 
will  be  of  great  ufe  in  this  expedition ;  nqt 
Only  in  tranfporting  the  troops,  ftores,  and 
warlike  implements,  but  alfo  in  intercepting 
the  ftores  and  other  fuccours  which  the 
French  may  receive  either  by  Bay-Francoife 
or  from  Cape-Breton,  to  Baye7Verte,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Ifthmus. 

As  to  your  winter-quarters,  your  operations 
being  over,  his  royal  highnefs  recommends  to 
you,  to  examine  whether  the  French  may 
not  be  for  making  fome  attempts  the  next  fea- 
fon  5  and  what  place  they  will  more  probably 
fix  on.  In  this  cafe,  it  would  be  more  expe- 
dient to  cantoon  your  troops  on  that  fide,  and 
at  fuch  diftance  from  one  another,  as  that  you 
mayeanly  reunite  them  for  the  general  defence. 
But  you  will  be  able  to  determine  yourfelf  with 
regard  to  this,  upon  the  appearances  of  things, 
andfrom  the  intillio;ence  whichhasbeen  recom- 
mended  to  yoi;,  to  procure  by  all  fort  of  means, 
immediately  on  your  arrival.  It  is  needlcfs 
mentioning  to  you,  how  attentive  you  ought  to 
be,  not  to  fuffer  yourfelf  to  he  furprifed.  His 
royal  highnefs  thinks,  that  the  greater!:  diffi- 
culty you  fhall  meet  with  in  your  errand,  will 
arife  from  the  fupplies  of  provifions  for  your 
troops.  He  therefore  recommends  to  vou  to 
Cc  bus 
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be  very  careful  in  this  refpect,  and  to  take  for 
this  purpofe  as  foon  as  poffrble,  certain  mea- 
fures  with  the  governors,  your  quarter-mailer- 
general,  and  your  cornmiiTaries.  I  hope  the 
extraordinary  fupplies  which  are  carried  you 
by  the  fleet,  and  the  thoufand  barrels  of  beef 
defigned  for  your  fubfiftence,  will  facilitate 
and  enfuie  the  fupplying  of  your  troops. 

I  believe  to  have  omitted  above,  none  of  all 
the  points  on  which  you  defired  to  have  fome 
eclarcifement.  If  fo  :  you  may  expofe  them 
now,  or  hereafter.  If  you  will  be  fo  good 
as  to  communicate  to  me,  fuch  points  as  may 
embarrafs  you,  I  mail  take  it  upon  me  to  lay 
them  before  his  royal  highnefs  -y  and  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  his  manner  of  thinking  on 
the  fubjedt.  I  heartily  wim  you  much  fuc- 
cefs  ;  and  as  this  fuccefs  will  greatly  rejoice  all 
your  friends,  I  earneftly  defire,  that  you  will 
be  perfuaded,  nobody  will  take  greater  plea- 
fure  in  being  informed  thereof,  than  he  who 
is,  &c.     ■ 

Signed 

Robert  Napier, 


Afterwards  is  written. 

I  the  underwritten,  counfellor  in  the  fuperior 
council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  having  tranf- 

lated 
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lated  from  the  Eng'iih  into  French,  word 
for  word,  the  above  letter  ;  the  original  of 
which  remains  depofited  in  the  fecretary's 
office  of  the  governor-general  of  New- 
France.  Done  at  Quebec,  the  thirtieth  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty  five. 


Signed       Perthuis, 


And  lower  down  is  wiitten. 

We  the  governor-general  and  intendant 
of  New  France  certify,  that  M.  Perthuis, 
counfellor  in  the  fuperior  council  of  Quebec, 
has  tranflated  the  above  letter ;  and  that  we 
have  heard  all  the  EnglifTi,  who  have  been  in 
this  city,  fay,  that  the  faid  fieur  Perthuis 
fpoke  Engliih  well,  and  tranflated  it  to  per- 
fection. Done  at  Quebec  the  thirtieth  of 
September,  one  thoufand  kvtn  hundred  and 
fifty  five. 

Signed 

Vaudreuil  and  Bigot, 


Ccg  NUMB, 
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NUMB.    XIII. 

Tranflation  of  a  Regift'er  of  Letters  written 
by  M.  Braddock,  to  fever al  Miniflers  and 
Englijh  Nobletnen. 

LETTER    I. 

To  Henry  Fox  Efq-,  Secretary  at  War. 

Sir,  Williamfburgh,  Febr.  24,  1755. 

F  T  E  R  a  paffage  of  feven  weeks  in 


A 


which  I  had  very  bad  weather,  I  ar- 
rived here^  where  I  found  every  thing  in 
great  confufion  as  I  expected  it :  much  mo- 
ney has  been  already  expended  here,  though 
very  little  has  been  done  as  yet.  Sir  John 
St-Clair  is  juft  arrived  here,  and  I  refer  you 
to  his  letters,  to  be  informed  of  the  bad  con- 
dition of  the  independent  companies  of  New- 
York  :  the  time  nnce  my  arrival  has  been  too 
fhort,  to  be  able  to  give  you  an  account  of 
them  by  myfelf.  The  governor  here  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  people  of  this  province,  are 
well  perfuaded  of  the  neceffity  of  giving  all  the 
arliftance  in  their  power  towards  forwarding 
an  affair  that  concerns  them  fo  nearly*  Go- 
vernor Dobbs  is  well  enough  fatisfied  with 
thofe  of  his  province,  and  hopes  to  be  more 
fo  hereafter. 

Penfylvania  will  do  nothing,  and  fupplies 
the  French  with  every  thine;  they  want.     I 
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fhall  execute  your  orders  punctually,  as  footi 
as  I  fhall  have  it  in  my  power :  I  have  been 
under  a  neceffity  of  appointing  a  commuTary 
for  about  fifteen  days.  I  fhall  have  occafion 
to  write  to  you,  and  fhall  acquaint  you  with 
all  fuch  particulars  as  I  fhall  think  mofr.  in- 
terefling.  I  am  with  a  profound  refpectj 
fir,  &c. 

LETTER     II. 

To  Colonel  Napier,  Adjutant-Generah 

Sir,  Williamfburgh,  Feb.  24,  1755. 

AFTER  having  gone  through  all  the 
"■  hazards  of  the  fea  from  which  I  got  fafe, 
I  arrived  here  the  20th  of  this  month.  The 
governor  has  given  me  hopes  that  the  people 
will  grow  more  tractable :  and  that  they  fee 
the  neceffity  of  fupplying  me  with  all  the 
fuccours  they  can,  in  an  undertaking  which 
concerns  them  perfonally.  So  little  order  has 
fubfifted  hitherto,  that  much  has  been  fpent 
in  doing  very  little.  Sir  John  St-Clair  arrives 
at  this  inftant,  and  you  will  fee  by  his  letters 
fto  which  I  refer  youj  what  is  how  done. 
This  man  is  indefatigable,  and  has  done  all 
that  man  is  capable  of  doing.  You  will  fee, 
by  his  letters,  the  condition  of  the  troops 
in  this  country  ;  particularly  that  of  the  infa- 
mous free  companies  of  New- York.  The 
province  of  Penfylvania  the  moil  ncmerous, 
and    the    richeft.    of   thefe   provinces,    will 

do 
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do  nothing,  and  (applies  the  French.  The 
Six-Nations  have  now  declared  for  the  French. 
I  have  as  yet  but  four  twelve  pounders, 
which  will  not  be  attended  with  any- 
great  effect  if  /  am  be  obliged  to  make  a 
breach,  but  I  cannot  help  that.  I  fhall  en- 
deavour to  get  fome  from  the  men  of  war. 
We  have  yet  nothing  in  readinefs  to  trans- 
port them.  My  mofl  humble  duty  to  his 
royal  highnefs.  I  am,  my  dear  colonel,  your 
mofl  humble,  &c. 

LETTER    III. 

To  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  his  Majejlys  princi* 
pal  Secretary  of  State. 

S  i  R,         Wittiamfburgh,  March  1 8,  I  j$$. 

I  Arrived  here  the  20th  of  February :  the 
Gibraltar  having  failed  two  days  after,  it 
was  not  poffible  for  me  to  fend  you  by  her, 
an  account  of  the  preparations  which  have 
been  made  in  the  provinces  for  the  fervice  of 
our  expedition ,  nor  of  the  meafures  which  I 
muff  take  to  make  it  fucceed. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival,  I  forwarded 
with  all  fpeed,  letters  to  the  different  governors 
of  this  continent,  in  order  to  prevail  on  them 
to  exert  themfelves  in  their  respective  govern- 
ments towards  obtaining  fupplies  of  men  and 
money,  purfuant  to  the  orders  they  hadreceived 

from 
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from  his  majefty :  recommending  to  therr^ 
to  lock  up  their  ports  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
render  it  impoflile  for  the  enemy  to  draw 
any  provifions  from  us  ;  which  has  been  ex- 
ecuted here  by  governor  Dinwiddie.  I  have 
likewifej  agreeable  to  his  majefty 's  inftr na- 
tions, recommended  to  them  the  eftablifh- 
ing  a  common  fund  out  of  the  money 
granted  by  the  feveral  colonies  -}  which  will 
ferve  as  a  provisional  capital  towards  de- 
fraying the  expence  of  the  general  fervice 
of  our  expedition,  and  might  be  at  my 
difpofal  5  offering  to  make  myfelf  account- 
able to  each  of  them  for  the  employment 
that  mall  be  made  of  it.  Though  this 
is  the  bell  ftep  that  can  be  taken  towards 
promoting  the  fervice  I  am  engaged  in,  and 
the  fureft  road  to  fuccefs  ;  yet  the  jealoufy  of 
the  people,  and  the  dilunion  of  many  colo- 
nies, as  well  between  them  in  general,  as 
between  each  of  them  in  particular,  are  fuch, 
that  I  almoft  defpair  of  fucceeding.  I  am 
indeed  very  forry  to  tell  you,  that  in  all 
appearance,  I  Ihall  meet  with  great  difficul- 
ties in  obtaining  of  thefe  colonies,  the  fup- 
plies  which  his  majefty  expects  from  them ; 
and  which  the  general  intereft  requires. 
The  different  governors  of  the  provinces  of 
this  continent  will,  I  think,  inform  you  of 
what  each  of  thefe  provinces  has  already  done 
in  favour  of  this  undertaking,  and  what 
they  are  to  do  hereafter :  All  I  can  inform 
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you  of  for  the  prefent,  is,  that  governor  Bin- 
widdie  has  already  obtained  from  his  province, 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  currency :  and  that 
he  hopes  to  obtain  of  the  afTembly,  which  he 
has  appointed  to  meet  for  this  purpofe,  the 
firft  of  may  next,  a  larger  fum.  North-Ca- 
rolina has  granted  eight  thoufand  pounds ; 
that  of  Maryland,  fix  thoufand  pounds ; 
each  die  current  coin  of  their  refpective 
governments. 

Though  Penfylvania  is,  without  contra- 
diction, the  richeir.  and  the  moll:  concerned 
in  the  event  of  this  expedition  j  yet  it  has 
fupplied  nothing  hitherto.  I  have  therefore 
wrote  to  the  governor  a  very  full  letter ; 
which  he  is  to  lay  before  the  affembly  of 
that  province,  if  he  judges  it  neceflary,  to . 
make  them  fenfible  of  their  duty  :  I  fend 
you  a  copy  thereof. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  governor  Shirley  h.as. 
acquainted  you  with  the  progrefs  made  in 
the  raifing  of  the  American  regiments :  I 
take  his  to  as  good  as  complete,  from  the 
accounts  that  have  been  given  me.  As  to); 
that  of  fir  William  Pepperrel,  I  cannot  give 
you  any  account.  I  have  taken  meafures 
with  Mr.  Keppel,  that  thefe  regiments  may 
have,  with  all  the  expedition  pomble,  the 
arms  and  cloathing  deftined  for  each  of  them. 
All  the  tranfports  are  arrived,  excepting  the 
Severn,  which  has  on  board  a  company  of 
fir  Peter  Halkett's  regiment,  which  is  ex- 
pected 


(    201     ) 

peeked  from  day  to  day :  I  have  had  no 
fick  as  yet.  Inftead  of  cantooning  my  troops, 
as  I  at  iirft  propoied,  according  to  the  account 
fent  to  England  by  Sir  John  Sinclair,  I  have 
ordered  the  tranfports  to  fail  up  the  river 
Potomack  and  to  fall  down  to  Alexandria, 
and  land  them  where  I  defign  to  encamp; 
the  wind  being  favourable  and  apprehending 
no  riilc. 

All  the  new   raifed  troops  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  are  likewife  to  join  me  at  Alexan- 
dria ;  1  mall  take  the  picked  men  to  complete 
the  Englim  regiments  to  feven  hundred  men 
each,   and    fhall  employ  the    others  in   the 
following   manner,  as  has    been  agreed    on 
with  Governor  Dinwiddie  ;  viz.  to  form  two 
companies  of  carpenters,  compofed  each  of  a 
captain,   two   fubalterns,    two  ferjeants,    and 
thirty  men.     The  firft  of  thefe  will  be  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  make   roads  and    boats, 
repair  the  carriages,  &c.  and  Jihall  make  ufe 
of  the  remainder  of  thefe  fupplies  to  cover  the 
main  body,  and  guard  it  againft  all  furprizes. 
Thefe  companies  will  be  paid  by  the  pro- 
vinces, and  on  the  fame  footing  with  thofe 
of  Old  England,  allowing  for  the  difference 
of  currency,  which  is  about  25  per  cent.     I 
have  alio  raifed  a  company  of  guides,  com- 
pofed of  a  captain,  two  aids,  and  ten  men  : 
I  have  eftablimed  ports  from  the  head  quar- 
ters to  Philadelphia,  Annapolis  in  Maryland, 
and  Williamfburgh;  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
D  d  ccrref- 
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correfpondence   which  is  necefTary  for   me, 
with  all  the  txovernors  of  thefe  provinces. 

As  foon  as  I  can  poffibly  afTemble  my 
troops,  collect  forage,  provifions,  and  other 
things  necefTary  for  a  march,  I  ihall  pro- 
ceed ;  and  fet  about  reducing  the  French 
forts  on  the  Ohio.  It  is  a  great  doubt 
whether  I  ihall  meet  with  any  grafs  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains 
before  the  end  of  April,  which  is  the  fooneft 
I  ca-n ,  get  there.  1  have  it  not  now  in  my 
power  to  give  you  a  juft  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  troops  I  ihall  have  with  me.  Suppoiing 
I  compleat  the  Englifh  regiments  to  four  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  men,  the  companies  of 
carpenters  and  fcouts  to  the  number  above- 
mentioned,  with  the  independent  companies 
of  New  York,  which  fall  very  fhort  of  their 
complement,  as  do  thofe  of  Carolina  •  I  be- 
lieve the  whole  will  not  exceed  two  thoufand 
three  hundred  men.  I  propofed  to  have 
augmented  them,  by  means  of  the  provin- 
cials, to  the  number  of  three  thoufand.  But 
as  I  thought  it  necefTary  to  have  an  interview 
with  governor  Shirley,  and  that  accordingly 
I  ordered  him  to  meet  me  at  Annapolis  in 
Maryland,  I  have  put  off  giving  the  neceflary 
directions  for  this  augmentation  till  after  the 
faid  interview. 

I  expect  governor  Shirley  at  Annapolis 
in  lefs  dian  three  weeks.  Governor  Dinwiddie 
offers  to  attend  me  thither,  and  I  have  writ  to 

thofe 
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thofe  of  York  and  Penfylvania  to  meet  me 
there,    if  the    affairs   of  their  provinces   do 
permit  it.     In   this  interview,  at  which  com- 
modore Keppel  is  alfo  to  be  prefent,  I  intend 
fettling  the  operations,  which  we  mall  determine 
to  be  carried  on  towards  the  northern  parts,  and 
entering  into  an  examination  cf  the  means, 
which  we  may  make  ufe  of  with  advantage, 
to  recover  the  frontiers  of  the  Indians,  that 
are  contiguous  to  feveral  colonies,  and  fec'ure 
them  for  his  majefty;  and  I  mail  endeavour  at 
the  fame  time  to  excite  the  governors  to  the 
exertion  of  all  their  influence,  towards   pro- 
moting the  King's  j  fervice  j  in   an   affair  ot 
this     importance.       I    fhall    lay    hold,    on 
the  firft   opportunity  to    acquaint  you  with 
what  mall  be    agreed  upon.    I   cannot  tell 
you    juftly   what    forces    the    French  have 
on  the  Ohio  ;    but   if  the  various  accounts 
which  we  have  from  thence  may  be  depended 
upon,  they  exceed  three  thoufand,  the  major 
part  of  which  is  compofed  of  Indians.     It  is 
a  general  opinion  that  the  Iroquois  are  in  the 
French   King's   intereft,    excepting  the  Mo- 
hawks   (a).      Governor   Dinwiddie    flatters 
hi mfelf  greatly,  that  thefe  laft  will  unite  them- 
felves  with  us,  as  alfo  the  Catawbas,   a  war- 
like nation,  though    fmall   in   number,    and 
fome  Cherokees.    All  the  other  iouthern  na- 
tions appear  now  to  be  linked  to  the  French ; 

(a)  Thefe  are  the  Anies. 

D  d  2  but 
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but  as  their  attachment  ought  to  be  afcribed  to 
the  fuccefs  which  they  have  lately  obtained 
over  us,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  appearance 
of  our  army,  or  the  leaft  advantage  which  we 
mall  gain  over  them,  will  be  productive  of  a 
great  alteration  in  their  difpoiitions. 

I  fend  you  enclofed  the  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  officer  who  commands  at  Chowag  ..:  n 
written  to  governor  Dinwiddie  (b)  wiiich 
proves  the  monflruous  and  abfurd  faifhoods, 
which  the  French  make  ufe  of,  to  impofe  on 
the  fava^es,  and  gain  them  over  to  their  in-» 
terefts. 

M.  de  Lancey,  lieutenant-governor  of  New 
York,  propofes  to  me  in  his  letters,  to  employ 
the  money  which  is  to  be  raifed  in  his  govern- 
ment, and  is  deftined,  for  the  prefent  expedi- 
tion, in  building  forts  for  the  particular  defence 
of  that  province ;  as  this  propofal  appears  to  me 
to  be  now  quite  out  cf  feafon,  I  wrote  him 
word,  that  all  the  afliftance  that  could  be 
given  by  the  colonies,  could  not  be  better 
employed  than  in  forwarding  the  prefent  ex- 
pedition. 

Governor  Dinwiddie  writes  me  word,  that 
M  de  Lancey  has  agreed  to  a  neutrality,  be-' 
tWeen  the  inhabitants  of  Albany  and  the  neighs 
bouring  Indians  in  alliance  with  the  French. 
I  do  not  fee  what  reafon  he  has  had  to  fuffef 


[b)  The  moil  this    letter  proves  is,  that  the  com- 
rnander  of  Chouaguen  accufes  the  French  of  falfhood. 
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a  thing  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature  (c)  but 
as  I  think  it  may  be  attended  with  great  ini 
convencies,  I  intend  giving  him  my  opinion 
of  it  in  the  firongefr.  terms.  I  efteem  myfelf 
very  happy  in  being  aflbciated  in  his  majefty's 
fervice  with  an  officer,  of  M.  Keppel's  abiii^ 
ties  and  good  difpontions ;  which  appears  by 
his  readinefs  to  enter  into  every  meafure  that 
may  be  conducive  to  the  fuccefs  of  this 
undertaking.  As  but  four  pieces  of  twelve 
pounds  were  given  me  with  the  train,  and 
that  a  greater  number  appeared  neceflary 
to  me,  I  applied  to  him  to  have  four 
more  from  his  fhips,  with  the  necefTary 
ammunition,  which  he  has  granted  me 
with  the  greateft  readinefs  poffible  •  as  alfd 
a  deal  of  other  things  which  I  flood  in  need 
of:  he  has  likewife  let  me  have  thirty 
feamen,  with  the  officers  necefTary  to  conduct 
them,  to  attend  on  the  army  in  its  march  •  I 
make  ufe  of  them  with  advantage  in  building 
battoes,  in  order  to  affift  us  in  transporting  our 
artillery  and  heavy  baggage;  and  for  their 
fubiiftence  I  fixed  it,  with  the  commodore^  to 
three  millings  and  fixpence  a  day,  for  the" 
officers,  and  fixpence  for  the  failors  3  which  I 
(hall  be  obliged  to  take  out  of  the  quotas 
furniihed  by  the  provinces.  As  I  do  not  find 
that  the  provifions  which  have  been  made  by 

(c)  What?  it  was  then  very  extraordinary,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Albany,  would  not  believe  themielves  in 
war  with  the  French  and  the  favages  their  allies  ? 
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the  colonies  for  the  fubfiftence  of  our  troops; 
are  fufficient,  I  mail  be  obliged,  in  order  to 
fupply  the  deficiency,  to  take  a  thoufand 
barrels  of  beef  and  ten  tons  of  butter,  out  of 
the  provifional  fupply  fent  from  England. 

The  juftice  which  I  muft.  do  governor 
Dinwiddie,  will  not  allow  me  to  conclude 
this  letter  without  acquainting  you,  with  the 
zeal  which  he  has  (hewn,  and  the  pains 
which  he  has  taken  in  all  fTiapes,  for  the 
good  of  the  fervice  on  this  occafion ;  when 
I  confider  the  faction  which  has  prevailed 
over  him  in  his  government,  I  find  he  has  fuc- 
ceeded  in  a  manner  beyond  all  hopes. 

I  have  his  Majefty's  orders  to  deliver  all  the 
French  who  JJjall  be  taken  in  this  expedition  to 
Commodore  Keppel  in  order  to  be  carried  to 
France ;  but  as  M.  Keppel,  has  had  no  direc- 
tions from  the  admiralty,  in  this  refpect,  and 
that  thisaff'air  appears  to  him  of  too  nice  a  nature 
to  act  in  it  without  order,  I  muft  beg  orders 
from  his  Majefty  of  a  more  ample  nature  in 
regard  to  this  affair,  and  that  as  foon  as  poliible. 
The  Severn  is  juft  arrived. 

I  am,  Siry  &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     IV. 

To  the  Governor  ofPenfJhania. 
Alexandria,  in  Virginia  April  15,  1755. 

S  1  R, 

I  Am  informed,  that  there  are  in  your  pro- 
vince a  great  number  of  Indians  from 
the  river  Ohio,  who  have  been  expelled  from 
thence  by  the  French.  I  defire  you  will  let 
them  know  that  I  march,  with  a  body  of  the 
King's  troops,  to  wreft  from  the  French 
the  encroachments  which  they  have  made  011 
that  river,  in  order  to  re-eftablifli  the  Indians 
our  allies,  and  to  defend  them  therein  againil 
their  enemy.  As  thefe  Indians  muft  be  perfect- 
ly acquainted  with  that  country,  and  that  they 
may  be  of  great  ufe  to  me,  in  the  courie  of  my 
expedition,  I  beg  you  will  prevail  on  them  to 
come  and  join  me  at  Will's  Creek,  with  their 
choice  men  j  and  to  affure  them,  that  they 
mall  be  well  ufed,  and  ihall  not  want  any 
thing  neceffary  to  them,  I  beg  you  will  ac- 
quaint me  with  what  you  have  done  in  this 
affair,  as  alfo  what  Indians  I  may  expect  from 
your  province.  I  hope  the  ftates  of  your  go- 
vernment will  take  care  of  the  fubfiftence  of 

the 
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the  women  and  children,  until  the  return  of 
thofe  people  :  as  they  would  be  very  trouble-^ 
Come  to  me  if  they  came  to  the  camp. 


LETTER     V- 

*To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Thomas  %obinfon, 
one  of  his  Majefys  principal  fecretaries  of 
fate, 

Alexandria,  April  19,  1755. 

S  I  R, 

I  Had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  from 
Williamfburgh  the  18th  of  laft  March, 
by  a  veffel  which  was  to  fail  in  eight  days 
after. 

The  1 3th  of  this  month,  Governor  Shirley, 
accompanied  by  the  other  Governors,  of  whom 
I  made  mention  in  my  laft,  as  alio  Colonel 
Jchnfon  met  me  here. 

In  this  interview,  M.  Shirley  has  commu- 
nicated to  me  a  plan,  formed  by  him  and  Go- 
vernor Lawrence,  of  which  he  told  me  he  had 
given  you  an  account  of,  for  attacking  the 
French  forts  in  Acadia  ;  as  I  entirely  approved 
of  it,  I  fent  immediately  my  orders  to  Colo- 
nel Monckton,  to  take  upon  himfelf  this  com- 
mand^ 
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mand,  and  to  iet  about  this  expedition,  with- 
out delay. 

I  have  alfo  fettled  with  him  the  plan,  for 
the  reduction  of  crown  point,  which  is  to  be 
undertaken,  only  by  provincial  troops,  raifed 
in  the  northern  colonies  to  the  number  of 
about  four  thoufand  four  hundred,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Johnfon,  a  perfon  re- 
commended by  his  great  influence  over 
the  fix  Indian  nations,  and  by  the  repu- 
tation which  he  enjoys  throughout  all  the 
northern  colonies. 

As  the  moft  important  of  all  our  enter- 
prifes  is  that  of  Niagara,  I  propofed  to  M* 
Shirley  that  he  would  charge  himfelf  with 
this  commiffion,  which  he  has  done  readily. 
/  have  accordingly  given  him  my  orders 
for  taking  his  own  regiment  along  with 
him,  which  ought  to  be  complete :  and 
Pepperel's,  fuch  as  it  is,  in  order  to  go 
upon  this  expedition  with  all  the  diligence 
pomble,  I  have  heretofore  given  my  or- 
ders for  the  reinforcing  the  garrifon  cf 
Chouaguen,  with  two  companies  of  Peppe- 
rels,  and  the  two  independent  companies  of 
New  York ;  which  I  looked  upon  as  a  ne- 
cerTary  ftep,  in  order  that  the  works  might  be 
put  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  may  hereafter  preferve 
the  garrifon,  and  fecure  our  troops  a  retreat. 

As  M.  Shirley,  is  the  officer  who  is  next  to 

me  in  command,   and  that  I  have  the  highefr. 

E  e  opinion 
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opinion  of  his  integrity  and  his  zeal  for  his  ma- 
jefty's  fervice,  I  have  authorized  him,  in  cafe 
no  trealurer  was  named  in  the  northern  parts, 
to  draw  upon  his  Majefty's  treafurer  to  the 
amount  of  what  will  be  expended  towards 
the  fervice  of  his  province. 

I  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  to  prove 
the  necemty  of  acting  in  this  manner  on  ac- 
count of  the  diftance  we  are  at,  and  the  im- 
poffibility  of  conferring  together  on  this  fubjecl:. 
(He  writes,  that  Governor  Shirley  propofed 
to  him,  to  treat  the  two  new  raifed  regiments 
as  thofe  of  old  England.) 

The  inclofed  copy  will  inform  you  of  the 
different  fubjects  that  have  been  canvafled  in 
the  council,  and  which  I  brought  on  the 
carpet  at  the  interview  which  I  had  with  the 
Governors.  As  his  Majefty  has  entrusted  to 
me  the  care  of  employing  fuch  proper  perfons 
as  I  mould  find  moll:  fitting  to  gain  over,  the 
Indian  nations  to  his  interefts;  this,  in  the 
council  appeared  to  me  of  much  greater  con- 
fequence  than  I  had  imagined,  and  to  require 
the  greater  attention,  as  their  conduit  to- 
wards us  for  fome  years  pail,  is  an  indication 
of  the  fix  nations  being  diifatisned  with 
us,  and  that  a  great  want  of  confidence  ap- 
pears on  their  fide,  in  the  arms  of  his  majefiv. 
I  propofed  Colonel  Johnfon  as  the  propereft 
man  for  this  errand,  on  account  of  the  great' 
credit  which  he  enjoys  among   them  ;    my 

choice 
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choice  has  been  unanimoufly  approved  of  by 
the  council,  and  J  accordingly  fent  him  a 
fpeech  which  he  is  to  make  in  my  name,  to- 
gether with  the  mod  extenfive  powers  to  treat 
with  them.  He  is  fingiy  entrusted  with  the 
condud  of  this  negotiation  :  for  this  purpofe  I 
advanced  him  the  ium  of  two  thoufand  pounds, 
of  which  eight  hundred  are  to  be  immediately 
given  them  in  prefents,  and  to  be  repayed  by 
the  colonies,  the  remainder  is  for  future  pre- 
fents, and  in  order  to  pay  what  it  may  coil  to 
make  them  move.  I  have  hkewife  given  him 
power  to  draw  on  Governor  Shirley  for  larger 
fums,  in  cafes  of  abfolute  neceflity,  without 
any  other  condition  than  that  of  keeping  an 
exact  account  of  the  employment  which  he 
ihail  make  of  it  j  the  exigency  of  the  fervice, 
and  the  neceflity  of  my  relying  upon  him,  en- 
gage me  to  fliew  him  this  confidence,  and 
the  instances  of  probity  which  he  has  given 
on  every  occafion,  are  to  me  aflurances  that 
he  will  make  no  bad  ufe  of  it, 

You  will  be  fufflciently  informed,  by  the 
minutes  of  the  council  which  I  addrefs  to 
you,  of  the  impoflibility  of  obtaining  from 
many  colonies  the  eftablifhing  a  general  fund 
agreeable  to  the  inftrudions  of  his  majefty, 
and  the  circular  letters  which  you  have  ad- 
drelfed  to  me  for  the  feveral  governors,  Since 
the  laft  accounts  which  I  have  given  you  o£ 
this,  very  little  has  been  fupplied  either  in  men 

or 
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or  money  by  all  thefe  provinces.  The  fum  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  currency  has  been  ex- 
pended in  Virginia,  altho'  the  money  has  not 
been  yet  paid :  the  provinces  of  Penfylvania 
and  Maryland  perfift  ftill  in  their  refufal  to 
contribute  ,  the  province  of  York  has  raifed 
the  fum  of  five  thoufand  peund  currency  for 
the  troops  of  that  province,  which  I  have  def- 
tined  for  the  particular  fervice  of  the  garrifon 
of  Chouasruen  :  the  fum  of  four  thoufand 
pounds  has  been  moreover  raifed  in  this  pro- 
vince for  the  fortifications  of  this  government, 
and  above  all  the  metropolis ;  I  have  defired 
M.  De  Lancey  to  get  it  to  pafs  for  the  general 
fervice  of  the  expedition,  but  I  am  much  afraid 
it  will  not  be  granted. 

Govern::-  rhir!ey  will  acquaint  you, 
with  the  expencc  I  »\v  England  has  been  at 
in  the  picJigious  lev^  of  men,  which  has 
been  made  in  that  gover  : -merit  for  the  enter- 
prifes ioivards  ih'e  north  (ay\  the  other  govern- 
ments have  done  litJe  or  nothing.  I  cannot 
help  taking  the  liberty  to  !ay  before  you  the 

(a)  Prodigious  levies  made  for  the  enterprifes  towards 
the  north  !  Let  us  ree©He6l  the  iituation  of  Canada  with 
regard  to  the  Englifh  colonies,  and  the  fcope  of  thefe 
enterprifes  will  be  perceived  by  every  body.  Such  a 
number  of1  preparations,  and  fiich  confiderable  expences 
certainly  could  not  in  fait  have  for  fole  object,  the  un- 
grateful country  which  extends  from  the  Apalachian 
mountains  to  the  fair  river,  and  which  is  fcarce  worth 
the  arming  one  fhip, 

help 
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neceflity  there  appears  to  be  of  impofing  a 
tax  on  all  his  majefty's  dominions  in  America, 
agreeable  to  the  refult  of  the  council,  to  repay 
the  large  fums  which  muft  be  advanced  for 
his  fervice,  and  the  interefl  of  thefe  colo- 
nies in  this  important  crifis. 

I  am  obliged  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  ex- 
pence  which  relates  to  the  fervice  of  Amenca, 
will  exceed  the  contingent  of  each  province 
much  beyond  what  I  had  perfuaded  myfelf 
it  would,  and  even  beyond  what  the  govern- 
ment has  imagined.  Among  other  innu- 
merable caufes  which  may  be  mentioned  of 
the  confiderable  augmentation  of  the  expence 
attending  the  fervice  of  my  province,  I  lhall 
mention  the  number  of  horfes,  waggons,  and 
battoes,  necefTary  for  the  tranfporting  the  ar- 
tillery, baggage,  &c.  the  couriers  and  the  ex- 
cefiive  price  of  the  day  labourers.  Though 
I  am  fully  bent  upon  proceeding  with  the 
greater!  ceconomy,  whether  it  be  repaid  by 
the  provinces  or  not,  I  fliall  be  blamed  by 
his  majefty  if  by  miftaken  favings,  confidering 
the  fituation  of  affairs,  it  fhould  occaiion  the 
mifcarriage  of  the  intended  operations. 

You  will  give  me  leave,  fir,  to  refer  you 
to  the  minutes  of  the  council  in  regard  to  the 
proportions  which  I  had  made  to  thefe  pro- 
vinces, to  which  no  anfwer  has  been  made, 
particularly,  in  what  relates  to  the  battoes, 
which  ought  to  be  built  on  the  lakes:  the  build- 
ing of  thole  which  are  to  be  on  lake  Ontario, 
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is  to  belong  to  governor  Shirley's  province,  and 
the  expence  of  thefe  battoes  is  to  be  paid  by 
commodore  Keppel. 

Since  my  departure  from  Williamsburgh, 
i"  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  one  of  your 
letters,  with  his  majefty's  directions  to  aug- 
ment all  the  regiments  of  this  continent  to  a 
thoufand  men  each ;  I  have  accordingly 
employed  towards  the  fouthern  parts  fuch  of- 
ficers as  appeared  to  me  moft  fitting  for  the 
purpofe  of  recruiting ;  and  I  difpatched  a  cou- 
rier to  M.  Lawrence,  in  order  that  he  might 
execute  thefe  his  Majefty's  orders  relative  to 
the  regiments  of  his  province,  withall  the  ex- 
pedition poffible. 

I  have  his  Majefty's  orders  to  create  no  new 
officers  in  thefe  regiments?  but  this  augmen- 
tation of  troops,  together  with  the  many  fmall 
detachments  which  I  muft  make,  has  already 
obliged  me  to  name  a  number  of  fecond  fubal- 
terns,  out  of  thofe  who  have  been  recommend- 
ed to  me  from  home,  to  ferve  without  pay,  till 
there  are  vacancies.  There  muft  be  an  offi- 
cer to  each  of  thefe  detachments,  who  is  to 
take  care  of  the  provifions  and  the  cheft,  as 
likewife  to  mark  out  the  camps,  which  as 
there  are  no  villages,  muft  be  done  every  night, 
and  which  are  the  more  neceflary  in  this  coun- 
try, as  the  woods  are  very  thick  ;  the  officer  by 
this  means  is  nearer  at  hand  to  have  his  troop 
under  his  eye,  and  has  it  more  in  his  power  to 
prevent  all  furprife  from  the  Indians,  who  is  al- 
ways 
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ways  greatly  to  be  apprehended,  whatever  pre- 
caution is  taken  ;  for  this  and  many  other  rea- 
fons  which  I  could  recite,  I  cannot  exprefs  to 
you  the  many  difficulties  I  fear  I  fhall  meet 
in  the  fervice  which  I  have  been  entrust- 
ed with,  towards  the  northern  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, if  the  number  of  officers  be  not  aug- 
mented in  proportion  to  that  of  the  troops. 

The  little  dependence  that  is  to  be  made 
on  this  country,  obliging  me  to  draw  the  pro- 
visions requifite  for  the  fervice  of  this  expedi- 
tion, from   many   colonies   diftant,  the   one 
from   the   other.      I   have   been  under   the 
neceffityof  appointing  two  affiftant  commiffa- 
ries  for  the  victualling,  to  whom  I  have  af- 
filed four   (hillings  per  day  :    I  have  alfo 
named  an  affiftant  quarter-mafter,  with  the 
fame  pay   owing  to  the    neceffity   which    I 
lie  under   of  employing   fir  John   St.  Clair, 
at  three  hundred  miles   diftance   from    me 
now,   he  being  taken  up  with  making  roads 
and  bridges,  and  providing  us  with  waggons, 
horfes,  &c.  for  the   traniporting   our  ftores, 
provifions,    and  artillery.     I  have  met   with 
fo  many  obftacles  in  getting  carriages,  which 
could  not  have  been  iurmounted,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  officers, 
and  others  employed  to  this  purpose.     The 
want  of  forage,  is  an  obftacie  which   I   fee 
no   remedy  for,    but  letting  out  the  horfes 
to     feed     on    the    mountains.      I    propoie 

to 
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fetting  out  to-morrow  morning  from  hence 
on  my  way  to  Frederic,  in  order  to  go  by  the 
way  of  Wills-creek,  where  I  mould  have 
been  before  ;  but  that  I  have  been  obliged  to 
wait  for  the  artillery  :  and  I  am  much  afraid 
the  fame  will  delay  me  frill  longer.  I  hope 
to  be  on  the  montains  in  the  firft  days  of 
May,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  month  of 
June  to  be  able  to  difpatch  you  an  exprefs  -, 
who  fhall  inform  you  of  the  ifTue  of  our 
operations  on  the  Ohio. 

Notwithftanding  I  have  ufed  every  method 
for  that  purpofe,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
procure  more  ample  intilligence  of  the  num- 
ber of  the  French  at  prefent  on  the  Ohio; 
but  I  expect  to  receive  more  certain  accounts 
of  them  when  I  get  to  Wills- Creek  :  and  I 
fhall  take  my  meafures  accordingly. 

I  cannot  enough  exprefs  to  you,  the  fatis- 
faclion  I  feel  in  being  employed  in  his  majeffy's 
fervice  in  America,  at  a  time  when  I  have  it 
in  my  power  to  form  and  execute  the  plan 
of  attacking  the  French  in  all  their  confider- 
able  potts,  which  have  been  fo  many  invaiions 
on  his  majefty's  lands  in  North- America  -,  from 
the  northern  fide,  to  that  of  the  fouth.  I 
fee  a  great  appearance  of  fuccefs  in  each 
of  them  j  but  I  perceive  fo  clofe  a  ccmtiec- 
tion  between  each  of  thefe  projeffs^  that  the 
fuccefs  of  one i  is  a  fare  pledge  of  that  of  the 
other.  If  /  therefore  fucceed  in  the  firft 
and  moil  important  of  thefe  projects,  I  am 

perfuaded, 
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perfuaded,  will  fucceed  in  flopping  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  French  in  their  new  fettlementsj 
and  that  this  will  be  fufficient  to  raife  the 
drooping  fpirits  of  his  Subjects  of  this  conti- 
nent -,  and  to  roufe  them  from  their  indo- 
lence, and  the  neglect  of  their  duty,  with 
which  they  have  been,  for  fome  time  paft, 
fo  juftly  reproached. 

I  am, 

With  the  greater!:  refpect,  &c. 

Lower  down  is  written. 

I  the  under- written,  counfellor  in  the  fupe- 
rior  council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  having 
translated,  from  the  Englifli  into  French", 
word  for  word,  all  the  letters  contained  in  the 
prefent  regifter  of  major-general  Braddock's : 
the  original  of  which  remains  depofited  in  the 
fecretary's  office  of  the  governor-general  of 
New-France."  Done  at  Quebec,  September 
the  thirtieth,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

Signed         Perthuis. 

And  ftill  lower. 

•  We   governor-general    and   intendant    of 
New-France,  certify  that  M.  Perthuis,  coun- 
fellor in  the  fuperior  council  of  Quebec,  has 
tranflated  from  Englifli  into  French,   all   the 
F  f  letters* 
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letters  contained  in  the  prefent  regifter  ;  and 
that  we  have  heard  it  faid  by  all  the  Eng- 
lifh  who  have  been  in  this  city,  that  the  fieur 
Perthuis  fpoke  Englifh,  and  tranflated  it  to 
perfection.  Done  at  Quebec,  September  the 
thirtieth,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-five. 

Signed 


Vaudreuil  and  Bigot. 


Other  Letters  of  Mr.  Braddock 's>  found  in  a 
Book  a-partfrom  the  above  Regijier. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcajile. 

Williamfburgh,  March  20,  1755. 
My  Lord, 

T  Lay  hold  on  this  firft  opportunity  of  exe- 
**•  cuting  your  grace's  commands  by  acquaint- 
ing you  with  my  arrival  here,  and  that  of  the 
vefiels  which  have  tranfported  the  troops  un- 
der my  command.  My  voyage  was  attended 
with  great  fatigue,  but  the  trarifports  have 
been  better  off;  there  not  being  one  man  fick 
on  board  of  them. 

"  I  am  as  yet  ignorant,  what  effect  the  or- 
ders of  his  majefty  ('with  regard  to  the  pre- 
fent expedition^  will  have  produced  on  the 

minds 
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minds  of  the  generals.  *  I  cannot  fay  that 
they  have  had,  as  yet,  all  the  influence 
which  it  was  reafonable  to  expecl  they  would 
have :  I  labour  hard,  and  fhall  always  labour 
to  excite  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  to  prevail 
on  the  provinces  to  bear  the  expences  of 
this  expedition  ;  it  is  their  duty  to  do  it,  in 
order  to  mew  their  attachment  to  his  majefty, 
and  correfpond  with  what  they  owe  to  their 
own  interests." 

To  this  purpofe  I  wrote  to  governor  Shirley 
to  meet  me  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  and  I 
defired  the  governors  of  New- York  and  Pen- 
fylvania  to  come  alfo  ;  in  cafe  the  bufinefs  of 
their  governments  allow  it. 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  circumftancial 
detail  of  all  the  things  which  take  up  my 
time  in  the  fervice  in  which  I  have  engaged 
myfelf,  having  wrote  at  large  upon  this  fub- 
jecl:  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate ;  you  will  pleafe  to 
give  me  leave  to  refer  your  grace  to  his  letter, 
for  your  more  particular  information. 

Shirley's  regiment  is  almoft  completed,  if 
not  already  {b :  that  of  fir  William  Pepperel 
is,  I  believe,  in  great  forwardneis.  When  I 
fee  Mr.  Shirley,  I  mail  fettle  with  him  about 
the  beft  manner  of  employing  his  forces  to- 
wards the  north  ;  and  I  am  to  fet  out  on  my 

*  The  Enterprife  therefore  of  the  Englifh  is  to  be 
afcribed  to  pofrtive  orders  from  the  Court  of  London  ; 
and  not  to  the  over-heated  zeal  of  the  Governors  of 
the  Englifh.  Colonies. 

march 
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march  with  thofe  which  I  fhall  have  under 
my  command,  in  order  to  the  reduction  of  the 
French  forts  upon  the  Ohio  j  and  I  natter 
nrvielf  I  mail  get,  at  the  end  of  April,  beyond 
the  Alegany  mountains. 

I  have  had  from  commodore  Keppel  all 
the  affiftance  poffible  j  and  in  the  governor 
of  this  province,  I  have  found  a  man,  who 
affifls  in  the  mofl  handfom  manner  in  fup- 
plying  the  wants  of  this  expedition.  By  the 
indumy  of  this  governor,  this  province  is 
now  difpofed  to  fupply  abundantly  what  it 
can  ;  which  is  what  I  dare  not  flatter  myfelf 
with,  from  the  other  governments. 
.'  As  fmall  coin  would  here  be  of  great  utili- 
ty for  paying  the  troops,  I  beg  your  grace 
would  give  orders  to  the  contractors,  M. 
Hanbury  and  M.  Thomlinfon,  to  fend  over, 
as  foon  as  poffible,  if  they  have  not  done  it 
already,  four  or  five  thoufand  pounds  in  dol- 
lars and  half  dollars  j  the  pay-mafter  of  the 
troops  having  nothing  now  by  him  but  gold. 

I  am, 

With  the  mofl  profound  Refpect,  6tc. 


r* 
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TotheEarlofHallifax, 
(without  date.) 

My  Lord, 

rTiHE  intereft  which  your  lordfhip  takes 
•*-  in  every  thing  that  relates  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  dominions  in  America,  and  the  fhare 
which  you  have  in  the  adminiftration  of  their 
government,  call  upon  me  to  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  my  fituation ;  which  I  hope  will  not 
prove  difpleafing  to  you.  Your  lordfhip  has, 
without  doubt,  been  informed  of  the  good 
fuccefs  that  has  attended  the  tranfports  hither; 
and  the  meafures  which  I  took  to  fucceed, 
on  my  arrival,  in  promoting  the  fervice  of  his 
majefty,  under  my  direction,  and  which  I 
hope  will  tend  to  his  intereft,  and  that  of  his 
fubjects  on  this  continent. 

I  have  fome  time  fince,  fent  to  the  fecretary 
of  Hate  an  account  of  the  ilipplies  which  I 
have  received  from  all  the  colonies  on  the 
prefent  occafion  ;  there  is  no  need  of  fending 
you  the  particulars  thereof. 

I  am  forry  to  have  been  under  the  neceffity 
of  faying,  that  in  general  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  colonies,  have  all  fhewn  a  great  deal  of 
indifference  for  his  majefty 's  fervice,  and  their 
own  intcrefts ;  however  they  do  not  all  fall 
under  this  cenfure,  and  particularly  thofe  of 
the  province  I  am  now  in,  are  not  to  be  com- 
pared 


(   222   ) 

pared  with  their  neighbours,  and  may  not 
have  deferved  reproaches. 

I  amperfuaded  the  account  which  your  lord- 
fhip  has  received  of  the  good  difpofition  of  the 
northern  colonies  -,  and  in  particlar  that  under 
the  command  of  Mr.  Shirley,  ought  greatly 
to  have  enhanced  his  merit  with  his  majefty. 

I  cannot  fufficiently  exprefs  my  indignation 
againft  the  provinces  of  Penfylvania  and  Ma- 
ryland, which  being  quite  as  much  concerned 
in  the  event  of  this  expedition  as  this  here, 
and  much  more  fo  than  any  other  on  this 
continent,  refufe  to  contribute  in  any  fhape, 
towards  the  fupport  of  this  project. ;  and  even 
what  they  propofe,  they  do  it  only  on  fuch 
terms  as  are  intirely  contrary  to  the  pre- 
rogatives of  his  majefty,  and  his  inductions 
to  his  governors. 

You  will  perhaps  be  glad  to  hear  that  I 
have  affembled  the  governors  Shirley,  and 
thofe  of  New- York,  Penfylvania  and  Mary- 
land ;  and  that  in  this  affembly  I  have  fettled 
the  plan  which  is  to  be  purfued  in  attacking 
at  once,  the  French  in  their  encroachments 
on  us  at  Nova- Scotia,  at  Crown-Point,  and  a£ 
Niagara,  and  which  we  are  to,  do  with  all  the 
vigour  pomble.  (Here  he  repeats  all  that  he 
had  written  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  in  his 
letter  of  the  iojJi  of  April  1755,  which  is  the 
5th  in  the  above  regifter. ) 

I  have  given  a  full  power  to  Colonel  John- 
fon,  to  negociate  with  the  fix  nations  and  their 

allies, 
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allies,  and  with  all  the  other  Indians  of  the 
Weft,  as  far  as  he  mall  find  it  neceffary  j  and 
I  delivered  him  words,  which  he  is  to  prefent 
to  them  in  my  name  ;  I  have  likewife  given 
him  money  to  make  prefents  and  have  autho- 
rifed  him  to  draw  on  M-  Shirley,  if  he  finds 
it  neceffary,  on  this  occafion. 

"  M.  Peronal  has  prefented  me  a  contract 
paffed  in  1701  by  the  fix  nations,  by  which 
they  make  over  to  his  majefty  all  their  hunt- 
ing grounds :  this  cefiion  takes  in,  on  the  fide 
of  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  an  extent  of 
country  of  fixty  miles  in  depth.  I  delivered 
this  contract  to  Colonel  Johnfon,  with  orders 
to  prefent  it  to  them  in  my  name,  and  to  af- 
fure  them  that  I  am  come  here  only  to  retake 
thefe  countries  from  the  French  (a),  and 
preferve  them  for  their  ufe." 

I  fhall  not  purfue  word  for  word  what  was 
determined  upon  in  the  council,  in  regard  to 
the  building  of  veffels  on  lake  Ontario; 
we  agreed,  the  commodore  and  myfelf,  that 
the  direction  of  this  affair  fhould  be  -entrufted 
to  M.  Shirley,  and  that  it  was  proper  he 
ihould  have  the  liberty  to  determine,  at  his 
will,  the  bignefs  and  ftrength  of  thefe  veffels. 

(a)  It  is  very  ftrange,  that  notwithstanding  this  pre- 
tended contradr.  fo  much  infilled  on  in  Europe,  the  Eng- 
lifh  ihould  be  reduced  in  America  to  the  neceffity  of  en- 
deavouring to  perfuade  the  lavages,  who  are  not  the  dupes 
of  it.  that  they  make- war  only  to  xe-inftate  them  m  their 
country. 

I  pro- 
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I  propofe  marching  in  order  to  attack,  with 
all  poffible  fpeed,  the  fort  on  the  Ohio.  I 
thought  I  mould  have  been  by  this  time  on 
the  mountains,  but  I  have  been  kept  back  by 
a  number  of  difficulties,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  ill  fituation  of  the  country,  but  likewife 
the  great  number  of  horfes,  waggons,  and 
other  implements  which  have  required  much 
time  before  they  could  be  made  ufe  of. 

I  fet  out  to-morrow  for  Frederick  on  my 
way  to  fort  Cumberland  in  Wills's  Creek ;  and 
before  the  end  of  June,  I  am  in  hopes  I  (hall 
be  able  to  give  fome  account  of  the  affair  of 
the  Ohio. 

I  hope  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  execute 
the  plan  which  I  have  formed  of  recovering 
from  the  French  the  moft  confiderable  of  the 
encroachments  which  they  have  made  on  his 
majefty,  on  the  frontiers  of  the  northern  part 
of  America.  If  I  fucceed  in  the  moft  im- 
portant of  thefe  operations,  I  am  perfuaded 
his  majefty  will  eafily  put  a  flop  to  the  projects 
of  the  French  which  daily  grow  more  and 
more  exteniive  on  this  continent.  I  am  with 
refpecl,  &c. 


Another 
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Another  letter,  which  was,  it  is  prefumedr 
written  to  M.  Robinfon,  though  it  b tars 
not  the  name  of  the  perjbn  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
drejfed. 

At  fort  Cumberland  in  Wills  s  Creekx 

Junes,  1755* 

Sir, 
T  Had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  from  Frer 
•"•  derick  in  the  laft  dayst  of  April. 

The  10th  of  May  I  arrived  here,  and  the 
j  7th  the  reft  of  the  army  came  up  alfo  here 
from  Alexandria,  after  a  march  of  feven  and 
twenty  days,  and  having  met  with  great  de- 
lays and  difficulties,  not  only  on  account  of 
the  bad  roads,  hut  alfo  the  want  of  forage, 
and  indeed  the  want  of  zeal  in  the  people  for 
the  fuccefs  of  our  expedition. 

I  have  at  laft  affembled  all  the  troops  de- 
ftined  for  the  attack  of  fort  du  Quefne ;  they 
amount  to  two  thoufand  effective  men,  ele- 
ven hundred  of  whom  are  fupplied  by  the 
fouthern  provinces,  who  have  fo  little  courage 
and  good  diipofition,  that  fcarce  any  military 
fervice  can  be  expe&ed  from  them,  although 
I  have  employed  the  beft  officers  to  form 
them. 

My  defign  on  my  arrival  here  was  to  ftay 

but  a  few  days,   only  to  refrefh  my  troops  \ 

but  the   difficulty  of  getting   waggons    and 

G  g  horfcs 
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horfes  to  crofs  the  mountains  has  detained  me 
a  whole  month. 

Before  I  fet  out  from  William sburgh,  the 
quarter-mafler-general  told  me,  I  might  de- 
pend  on   two  thoufand  five  hundred  horfes 
and  on  two  hundred  waggons,  as  well  from 
Virginia  as  Maryland  ±  but  I  had  great  reafon 
to  minrufc  its    from  the  experience  which  I 
have  had  of  the  deceit  of  all  the  perfons  of 
this  country  with  whom  I  have  had  any  dealr 
ings  -,  wherefore,    previous  to  my  departure 
from  Frederick,  I  defired   M.   B.  Franklin, 
poft  mafter  of  Pennfylvania,  who  has  great 
Credit  in  the  province,  to  conclude   a  bargain 
for  an  hundred  and   fifty  waggons  with  the 
horfes  neceffary,  which  he  has  executed  with 
equal  quick nefs  and  probity  j  and  indeed  this 
is  almofl  the  only  inftance   of  capacity  and 
honefty  that  I  have  feen  in  all  thefe  provinces. 
All  thefe  waggons  and  horfes  have  joined  me, 
and  on  them  I  ground  all  my  hopes,  the  fine 
prornifes   of   Maryland     and  Virginia    have 
ended  in  a  fupply  of  twenty  wagons  an(J  two 
hundred  horfes.     With  this  number  I  fhall 
be  able  to  fet  out  from  hence,  though  I  fhall 
meet  with  infinite  difficulties,  efpecially  as  I 
fhall  march  with  half  the  quantity  of  ftores 
which  I  expected  to  have  had;  and  having 
been  obliged  to  fend  before  me  a  detachment, 
in  order  to  fix  upon  a  place   to  lodge  our 
ftores  in,   on  the  Allegany  mountains,  which 
are  five  days  march  from  hence. 

I  fhou!4 
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I  mould  never  nnifh,  were  I  to  enter  into  a 
detail  of  the  innumerable  inftances  which  I 
eould  give  of  the  want  of  honefty,  which  I 
found  both  in  general,  and  in  particular ;  and 
the  moft  abfolute  contempt  of  truth,  which  I 
have  met  with  in  the  courfe  of  this  fervice. 
I  cannot  help  adding  to  what  I  have  already 
told  you,  two  or  three  inftances. 

An   agreement  was  put   into  my   hands, 
made  by  the  governor  of  Virginia,   for   the 
purchafe  of  eleven  hundred   bullocks,  which 
were  to  be  delivered   in  June  and  in  Auguft, 
for   fubfifting  the   troops :    this  bargain  had 
been  concluded  on  the  credit  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  the  country  granted  by  the 
afTembly  for  his  majefty's  fervice  towards  this 
expedition.     I  immediately  regulated  my  dif- 
politious  accordingly,  but  in  a  lew  days  after 
the  perfon,  who  had  engaged  in  this  agree- 
ment, came  to  tell  me,  that  the  ftates  had 
refufed  to  fulfil  the  governor's  engagements, 
and  confequently  the  bargain  was  "void.     As 
this  was  of  the  utmoft  coniequence,   I  offered 
immediately  to  become  myfelf  fecurity  for  the 
money,  on  the  terms  ftipulated  in  the  con- 
tract, but  the  contractor  rejected  my  offers, 
and  required  of  me  a  third  over  and  above 
what  was  flipulated  in  the  faid  agreement,  nor 
would  he  engage  for  the  forth-comin^  of  the 
oxen  in  lefs  than  two  months,  at  which  time 
they  would  be  of  little  or  no  ufe. 

Gg2  Another 
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Another  example  :  the  Maryland  agent 
employed  to  fupply  the  troops  with  provifions, 
had  got  fome  together,  which  at  firft  fight 
were  found  to  be  all  fpoiled,  and  Jfaw  myielf 
under  the  neceflity  of  fending  an  hundred 
miles  in  order  to  buy  up  others. 

This  difpofition  of  the  people  not  only  de- 
lays the  fchemes  of  his  majefty,  but  likewife 
encreafes  the  expences  to  near  double  :  "  thefe 
are  occafioned  by  thedifficulty  of  carriage  thro' 
countries  hitherto  uninhabited,"  and  ftill  un- 
known and  impracticable  to  the  inhabitants 
themfelves,  who  dwell  in  the  lower  parts, 
meeting  every  where  with  a  continual  chairi 
of  mountains,  fo  that  the  expence  furpaffes 
greatly  the  principal,  this  has  been  the  caufe 
of  my  leaving  at  Alexandria  a  quantity  of 
(tores,  which  would  be  very  necerTary  for  me 
here.  The  conduct  of  all  thefe  governments 
to  me  appears  unexampled.  This  negligence 
is  fomewhat  excufable  in  the  lower  fort,  be- 
caufe  their  trouble  has  not  been  fufficiently 
rewarded,  and  that  having  been  employed  in 
the  publick  fervice  on  former  occafions,  the 
payments  were  neglected.  We  learn  from 
experience,  what  the  ill  confequences  are  of 
fuch  proceedings. 

As  I  have  his  majefty 's  orders  to  employ  all 
pofiible  means  to  fix  the  Indians  in  our  in- 
terefts,  I  have  aflembled  fome  from  the  fron- 
tiers of  Penfylvania,  and  efpecially  of  the  Six- 
nations,  and  have  had  already  two  or  three 

eon- 
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conferences  with  them.  I  have  made  them 
fome  genteel  prefents :  they  are  now  fifty  in 
number,  but  I  hope  to  draw  a  far  greater 
number  to  me.  When  I  arrived  in  America, 
they  allured  me  that  I  might-  depend  on  a 
very  great  number  of  the  fouthern  Indians  j 
but  they  have  been  totally  alienated  from  us 
by  the  bad  conduct  of  the  government  of  Vir- 
ginia :  the  truth  is,  that  in  all  the  dealings 
with  the  Indians,  thefe  people  have  behaved 
towards  them  with  fo  little  regard,  and  fo 
much  dijhonefly,  that  a  very  large  expence 
Would  be  now  neceflary  to  gain  back  their 
confidence,  and  none  is  to  be  had  even  in 
thofe  who  have  embraced  our  interefts. 

The  fituation  of  the  country  is  fuch,  that 
the  French  can  have  no  coommunication 
there  but  by  means  of  the  Indians,  on  whofe 
report  there  cannot  be  much  reliance  -,  I  am 
informed,  that  their  number  is  very  fmall 
at  fort  Du  Queme,  but  that  they  expccl:  a 
ftrong  reinforcement. 

They  write  me  word  that  two  thousand 
ftand  of  arms  are  arrived.  They  were  in- 
tended for  New-England,  but  (hipped  off 
for  Nova-Scotia. 

The  battoes  deftined  to  tranfport  the  troops 
which  are  to  form  the  attack  of  Niagara  and 
of  Crown  Point,  are  getting  ready.  How- 
ever, New- York,  which  is  to  iupply  the 
greater!,  part  of  them,  does  not  (hew  as  much 
seal  for  this  affair  as  I  could  wiih. 

It 
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It  having  appeared  to  me,  that  a  road 
through  Penfylvania  would  be  fhorter  and 
more  proper  for  eftablifhing  a  communication, 
after  the  troops  have  parTed  the  Allegany 
mountains,  I  defired  the  Governor  to  make  one 
in  that  province,  from  Philippenfburgh  to  the 
river  of  Yaughy-Aughane.  I  am  juft  in- 
formed, they  are  working  on  it  conftantly, 
and  that  it  will  be  compleated  in  a  month. 
This  road  will  be  of  the  greater!:  importance, 
both  to  facilitate  the  arrival  of  convoys,  and 
to  fecure  my  communication  with  the 
northern  colonies. 

I  now  wait  only  for  my  laft  convoy  to  fet 
out  on  my  march,  and  if  no  accident  inter- 
venes, I  am  in  hopes  to  begin  it  in  five  days 
by  the  Allegany  mountains.  I  expecl:  to  meet 
many  obftructions,  agreeable  ro  the  accounts 
which  have  been  given  me.  The  diftance 
from  this  place  to  the  fort  is  one  hundred  and 
ten  miles  :  we  fhali  be  continually  employed 
in  making  a  road  as  we  proceed,  which  muft 
be  done  with  infinite  labour  a  erofs  moun- 
tains and  rocks  of  an  exceffive  heighth,  which 
are  fteep,  and  divided  by  torrents  and  rivers. 
I  will  take  the  fir  ft  opportunity  to  acquaint 
you  with  my  fituation,  after  leaving  this  place, 
and  am  with  the  profoundeft  refpect,  &c. 

I  under-written  Counfellor  in  the  fuperior 
council  of  Quebec  certify,  the  having  tranfla- 
ted  from  Englifh  into  French,  word  for  word, 
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the  above  three  Letters,  the  original  of  which 
remains  depofited  at  the  fecretary's  office,  of 
the  Governor  General  of  New  France  Done 
at  Quebec,  the  thirtieth  of  September,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Signed     Perthuis. 

And  ftill  lower :  We  Governor-General  ■ 
and  Intendant  of  New  France,  certify,  that 
M.  Perthuis  Counfellor  in  the  Superior  coun-r 
cil  of  Quebec,  has  tranflated  from  Engliili 
into  French  the  above  three  letters,  and  that 
we  have  heard  all  the  Englifh  who  have  been 
in  this  town  fay,  that  the  Sieur  Perthuis  fpoke 
Englifh,  and  that  he  tranftated  it  to  perfeclnon. 
At  Quebec,  the  thirtieth  of  September,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Signed,     Vaudreuil  and  Bigot. 

We  could  add  in  this  place  two  other  letters, 
one  from  General  Braddock  to  Commodore 
Keppel  is  dated  Williamfburgh,  February  27. 
by  this  letter  he  begs  he  would  caufe  the 
cohorns,  carcafe;  and  other  engines  deftined 
to  carry  fire  into  veffels  or  intrenchments,  to  be 
immediately  landed.  The  other  is  from  M. 
Robert  Orme,  aid-de-camp  to  the  General, 
and  addreffed  to  Sir  Peter  Halket.  He  gives 
him  different  orders,  and  mentions  to  him 
among  other  things :  "  His  excellency,  orders 
you  to  receive  all  the  deferters,    and  to  caufe 

them 
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them  to  be  fupplied  with  every  thing  they 
mall  demand :  he  defires,  that  if  they  chufe 
to  enlift,  they  may  be  taken  without  difficulty, 
and  that  neither  the  term  nor  appearance  be 
confidered,  in  order  to  pafs  them  as  ef- 
fective." 


better  from  M.  Charles  Lawrence  to  General 
Braddock. 

HallifaXy  May  10,  1755. 
S  I  R, 

I  Had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter, 
dated  from  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  A- 
pril  7.  by  a  verTel  arrived  two  days  ago  from 
Philadelphia.  You  will  give  me  leave  to 
afTure  you,  that  nothing  could  give  me 
greater  pain,  than  that  you  mould  have  the 
leaft  idea  of  my  having  failed  in  my  duty, 
and  the  due  deference  which  I  make  a  point 
of  mewing  to  thofe  I  owe  any.  'Till  the  m- 
ftant  I  received  your  letter,  I  was  neither  in- 
formed of  your  arrival  in  Virginia,  nor  of  the 
extenfivenefs  of  your  commimon  ;  and  no 
fooner  have  I  been  apprized  thereof,  than  I 
have  taken  the  nrfl  opportunity  to  fend  you 
a  general  ftate  of  the  iituation  of  affairs  in  this 
province,  and  an  account  of  the  forces  and 
troops  which  his  Majefty  has  here,  with  re- 
marks on  the  feveial  particulars  :  I  flatter 
myfelf  you  will  have  received  them,  and  that 

they 
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they  will  meet  with  your  approbation.  I 
allow  my  having  communicated  to  Com- 
modore Keppel,  as  he  has  acquainted  you  j 
the  projected  expedition,  in  order  to  put  a  flop 
to.  the  French  encroachmets  at  Beaufejour  and 
the  river  of  St.  John,  which  has  been  concerted 
between  Governor  Shirley  and  myfelf.  And 
what  gave  rife  to  this,  were  the  primary  orders 
which  captain  Rous,  commander  of  one  of  his 
Majefty's  mips,  had  received  from  the  Admi- 
ralty, to  take  orders  from  the  Commodore, 
which  together  with  fome  other  ad  vices  * 
made  me  conclude,  that  M.  Keppel  was  in 
Virginia  ;  but  /  had  then  no  knowledge  of 
your  arrival  in  America,  nor  even  any  cer- 
tainty of  your  coming  there,  and  /  could  lefs 
frill  form  any  certain  judgement  as  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  your  com  million.  Such 
is  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe :  I  hope  you 
will  do  me  juftice. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Moncton,  with  the 
troops  of  the  province  under  his  command,  is 
now,  I  believe,  very  near,  if  not  before  the 
French  fort  of  Beaufejour  j  and  as  I  have  cut 
off  all  the  communication  by  land  between 
this  place  and  the  northern  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince, in  order  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  French  to  get  any  intimation  that  may  be 
prejudicial  to  our  defigns,  I  cannot  acquaint 
you,  with  the  progrefs  that  the  Lieutenant 
Colonel  has  made.  I  fhali  do  myfelf  the 
H  h  honour 
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honour  to  inform  you  of  the  particulars  6f  our 
enterprize  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

I  mall  be  particularly  attentive  to  your  or- 
ders for  augmenting  to  a  thoufand  men  each 
of  the  regiments  that  are  here,  and  mall  lofo 
no  time  in  doing  it.  If  I  was  informed  of  the 
conditions  on  which  thofe  people  are  to  be 
raifed,  and  what  pay  they  are  to  have ;  but  as 
the  particular  orders  concerning  the  augmen- 
tation, are  not  yet  come  to  my  hands  from 
England,  and  that  no  officer  is  yet  arrived 
I  believe  you  will  judge  it  impracticable 
for  me  to  proceed  in  it,  till  fuch  time  as  / 
fhall  have  the  inllructions  and  ailiftances 
neceflary. 

Upon  the  advices  which  I  received  from 
New  England,  with  regard  to  the  men,  raifed 
there  for  governor  Shirley's  and  Sir  William 
Pepperel's  regiments,  and  the  difficulties  met 
with  in  railing  thefe  recruits,  I  fear  greatlv 
that  the  augmentation  of  your  troops  will 
take  up  much  time,  and  be  at  the  end  j  but 
badly  compofed,  if  I  mould  be  obliged  to  fend 
there  for  the  number  which  mall  be  want- 
ing. But  I  hope  to  meet  with  better  fuc- 
cefs  among  the  provincial  levies  now  at  Beau- 
fejour,  who,  if  I  am  well  informed,  are  com- 
pofed of  good  men,  and  may  be  enlifted 
more  fpeedily,  and  at  lefs  expence,  than  thofe 
who  may  be  taken  from  the  continent,  after 
the  number  of  recruits  already  raifed  diere. 

In 
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In  my  letter  of  the  29th  of  March,  I  pro- 
posed to  governor  Shirley  to  apply  ourfelves  to 
you,  in  order  that  his  regimen  t,  or  that  of  fir 
William  Pepperel's,  might  come  here  to  protect 
the  province,  in  cafe  1  mould  think  it  necefTary: 
but  obfervell,  that  afterwards  I  did  not  fee  any 
great  neceffify  for  a  meafure  of  this  fort,  bang 
on  the  point  of  receiving  two  thoufand,  and  be- 
tween two  or  three  hundred  men  who  are  at 
Beaufejour  ;  the  only  paflage  by  land  to  this 
place,  by  which  we  might  have  any  thing  to 
apprehend  from  our  neighbours  the  French ; 
i  am  frill,  of  this  fentiment  j  there  bein^  a9 
yet,  no  real  alteration  in  the  face  of  affairs-  in 
America:  however,-  mould  a  rupture  happen 
with  France  (an  event  founded  on  ap- 
pearances ansd  reports^  it  would  be  extremely 
neceifary  for  us  to  keep  on  our  guard.  I 
efteem  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  that  in 
fuch  cafe,  the  three  regiments  augmented  as 
it  is  propofed,  with  the  icouts,  the  militia, 
and  all  the  forces  that  we  can  depend  on, 
will  no- ways  be  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  pofts  which  we  muft  be  obliged  to 
defend ;  efpecially  if  it  be  coniidered,  that! 
even  in  the  heart  of  the  province,  we  have 
what  they  call  neutral  French  ;  inhabitants 
well  armed,  well  experienced  in  the  ufe  of 
arms,,  and  alio  are  connected  with  the  French 

Hlu  BBSS 
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King;  *  fo  that  upon  the  leaft  attempt  which 
Canada  Should  make  to  invade  us,  I  believe 
it  is  more  than  proabable  that  they  would 
immediately  join  them.  As  I  take  this  ar- 
ticle to  be  of  importance,  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  fubrnit  it  to  your  reflection. 

I  under- written,  counfellor  in  the  fuperior 
council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  having 
translated  &c. 

NUMB.     XIV. 

Speeches  pronounced  to  the  Savages,  by  order 
and  under  the  infpeBion  of  M.  Johnfon  -, 
and  the  anjwers  which  were  made  him. 

SPEECH     I.  § 

To  the  Six-Nations,   on  the  part   of  Ge?ieral 
Braddock. 

Brothers,  and  Allies  of  the  Six-Nations. 

Have  already  called  you  feveral  times  to- 
gether, to  treat  with  you  about  different 
affairs,  of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  before 

*  The  motions  therefore  of  the  French,  were  ap- 
prehended only  in  cafe  of  a  rupture ;  that  is  to  fay  an 
open  war.  This  deftroys  the  accufations  contained  in 
the  Memorials  Cent  by  Mr.  Cornwallis. 

§  This  Speech  holds  the  firft  place  in  general  Brad- 
dock's  Regifter.  But  it  is  likely  it  was  not  pronounced 
till  after  the  one  that  follows. 

I  came 
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I  came  among  you  ;  and  which  are  not  yet 
known  to  your  father  the  great  king  of  Eng- 
land, of  which  I  {hail  take  care  to  inform 
him  -,  and  to  offer  to  you  in  his  name,  the 
prefents  that  are  here  before  you,  which  he 
gives  you  as  a  teftimony  of  his  paternal 
affection. 

I  have  delayed  you  for  feme  time,  with 
your  women  and  children,  in  hopes  of  feeing 
foon  your  brothers  the  Delawares,  *  but  as 
their  arrival  is  as  yet  uncertain,  and  that  I 
know  you  do  not  love  to  remain  inactive  -,  and 
that  moreover,  the  fervice  of  the  great  king 
yourfather  requires  a  quick  am  (lance  from  you, 
I  propofe  to  you  to  accept  the  Hatchet ;  and 
to  the  end  that  you  may  exert  your  warlike 
difpofitions ;  I  advife  you  to  fend  your  wo- 
men and  children  to  Penfylvania:  I  have 
recommended  to  the  king's  governor  of  that 
province,  to  take  particular  and  brotherly 
care  of  them. 

A  fine  Belt  of  Wampum. 


Brothers  and  Allies  of  the  Six-Nations. 

T  T   gives  me  great  pain  to  fee  how  much 
T-  you  fuffered  yourfelves  to  be  ill-ufed  and 

*  Thefe  Savages  are  likewife  called  Wolves,  They 
had  quitted  the  party  of  the  Engliih,  fince  the  afiaflina- 
tion  of  M.  de  Jumonville. 

deceived 
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deceived  X  by  your  perfidious  neighbours  the 
French;  and  even  by  fome  of  your  bro- 
thers the  Englifh:  The  French  have 
insinuated  to  you  that  we  who  are  your 
faithful  brothers,  deiigned  to  turn  you  out  of 
all  your  hunting  lands,  and  to  feize  on  them 
for  our  own  ufe  :  You  were  greatly  impofed 
upon,  when  you  affifted  the  Frenchman  in 
executing  the  horrible  plan  which  he  lays  to 
our  charge,  by  putting  himfelf  in  the  reaL 
poiTemon  of  thole  lands  which  we  intended 
to  fecure  to  you  for  your  own  ufe  folely,  and 
your  particular  intereft.  I  declare  to  you  in 
the  prefence  of  your  chiefs  and  your  war- 
riors who  are  here  ailembled,  and  agreeably 
to  the  inftructions  I  have  received  from  the 
great  king  your  father;  that  if  you  will  heartily 
*  give  me  your  qflifiance ;  I  will  re-injiate  you 
in  the  poffejjion  of  your  lands ,of  which  you  have 
been  diipoiTerTed  by  French  fraud ;  and  i"  will , 
at  the  fame  time,  fecure  you  an  open  trade 
in  America,   from  the  riling  to  the  fetting  of 

%  The  French  are  here  no  longer  charged  with  vio- 
lences againft  the  Savages,  but  with  devices,  to  gain 
over  their  neighbours.  How  does  this  difeourfe  agree 
with  thofe  of  M.  Washington  ?  who  endeavours  to  per- 
fuade  thefe  fame  Iroquois,  that  he  is  come  but. at  their 
requifition,  and  on  their  repeated  complaints. 

*■  The  Iroquois-  have  been  expelled  by  the  French.  ~It 
is  defigned  only  to  put  them  in  pofTeflion  of  their  pro- 
perty. It  is  they  defired  the  Englifh  to  come  ;  yet  tfiey 
are  entreated  to  lend  heartily  their  ajfi/lance  to  the  Englifh. 
The  pretended  deliverers  are  here  obliged  to  petition. 

the 
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the  Sun.  It  is  very  well  known,  that  I  have 
no  particular  views  or  any  other  defign,  tliaa 
that  of  fcrvin^  mutally,  the  interefts  of  the 
great  king  your  father  ;  and  of  the  Six- Na- 
tions, and  their  allies ;  and  I  promiie  you  to 
be  your  friend  and  your  brother  i  fo  long  as 
the  fun  and  moon  fhall  endure. 

A  great  Belt  of  Wampum. 

I  have  been  allured  that  when  prefents 
were  made  you  on  former  occaiions,  fome  of 
our  people  have  been  fo  wicked  as  to  provoke 
your  young  men  to  drink,  and  got  by  this 
means  for  a  very  fmall  matter,  what  had 
been  given  you.  I  have  given  orders  to  pre- 
prevent  for  the  futre  fuch  proceedings;  by 
threatening  with  death,  all  thofe  who  mould 
be  convicted  of  this  fault :  and  I  beg  you  will 
lay  before  me  your  complaints  againfl  thofe 
who  fhall  act  in  this  manner ;  and,  as  a 
friend  and  a  brother,  I  will  do  you  juftice. 

I  have  nothing  farther  to  defire,  but  to  fee 
you  accept  with  pleafure,  the  prefents  which 
lie  before  you,  and  fee  you  divide  them 
among  you,  according  to  your  cuflom  and 
your  native  equity.  I  hope  they  will  prove 
agreeable  to  you,  and  you  may  from  time  to 
time,  depend  on  receiving  great  rewards  for 
your  fervices.     I  have  given  orders  that  arms 

f  What  becomes  of  the  Rights  of  the  Englifh  to  the 
Ohio,  if  they  do  not  poffefs  the  country  it  wafhes,  but 
as  fovereigns  of  the  Iroquois-. 

powder 
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powder  and  balls,  be  diftributed  to  fuch  of 
your  warriors  as  want  any. 

Brothers,  I  have  been  informed  of  the 
perfidious  conduct  of  the  French,  towards 
our  late  brother  the  Half-king ;  and  to  prove 
to  you  how  fenfible  I  am,  as  well  as  yourfelves 
of  his  ill-ufage ;  and  hope  that  you  will  join 
with  me  to  revenge  him:  I  cover  his  death 
with  this  belt. 


Brothers  Delawares  and  Chevanon 


* 


You  did  a  wrong  thing  in  following  the 
advice  which  the  French  gave  you  laft  Au- 
tumn, to  affamnate  a  number  of  your  brothers 
the  Englifh,  in  the  habitations  of  Carolina  j 
I  am  permaded  this  did  not  proceed  from 
any  inclination  that  was  natural  to  you,  but 
only  that  you  acted  by  the  inftigation  of  the 
French  :  therefore  if  you  acknowledge  your 
fault,  and  that  you  will  unite  yourfelves  to 
me  frankly  and  chearfully  j  I  am  willing  to 
foro-et  this  unfortunate  tranforeflion,  and  I 
will  mil  receive  you  as  brothers.  This  I 
confirm  to  you  in  the  name  of,  and  as  au- 
thor if  ed  by  the  great  kin^  your  father,  with 
this  firing  of  Wampum. 

Signed      Johnson. 
May  15,    1755. 

*  The  Iroquois  Deputies,  in  vvhofe  prcfence  Mi 
Johnfbn  fpoke ;  could  make  him  no  anfwer  relative  to 
the  fuggeftions  which  he  afcribes  to  the  French,  in  the 
eloquent  iipoflrpphe,  with  which  he  audrefies  the  Dela- 
wares and  Chevanons. 
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SPEECH    II. 

*tbe  Speech  of  the  Honourable  William  Johnfon 
Enquire,  fuper-intendant  for  the  affairs  of 
the  Indians ,  to  the  warriors  of  the  high  and 
low  Caftle  of  the  Iroquois  Indians  \    in  the 

'  pre  fence  of  lieutenant  Butler  of  Rutherford's 
company \  of  captain  Matthew  Ferral,  lieu- 
tenant John  Butler  $  and  of 

Daniel  Claufe     1      Secretaries  for 
Peter  Warfalle    f    Indian  Affairs, 
Meff.  J 

William Printus  I       Interpreters. 
Jacob  Clement     \ 

Brothers  of  the  two  Caftles  of  the  Anies* 

I  Wipe  away  all  tears  from  your  eyes,  and 
clean  down  your  threats,  that  you  may 
fee  and  fpeak  without  reftraint.  I  am  glad  to 
fee  you,  and  I  falute  you  heartily. 

Gave  a  firing  of  Wampum. 

I  wifh  you  could  have  conformed  to  what 
I  deiired  of  you  hy  a  letter,  which  I  wrote 
to  you  from  New  York  immediately  on  my 
return  from  Virginia  ;  wherein  I  begged, 
that  all  your  chiefs  and  warriors  would  wait 
I  i  for 
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for  my  return  home  -,  in  order  to  hear  the 
news  and  be  informed  of  the  orders  which 
I  received  from  his  excellency  general  Brad- 
dock,  (a  great  warrior)  whom  the  king,  our 
common  father,  has  fent  to  this  country  with 
a  great  number  of  troops,  large  cannons,  and 
other  implements  of  war;  in  order  to  pro- 
tect you,  as  well  as  his  fubjects  of  this  conti- 
nent, and  fcreen  you  from  the  encroachments, 
and  all  infults,  on  the  part  of  the  French. 

I  have  been  to  meet  this  great  man,  with 
the  governors  of  Bofton,  New  York,  Penfyl- 
vania  and  Maryland  :  we  alfo  found  there, 
the  governor  of  Virginia^  and  another  great 
man,  who  commands  the  mips  of  war  be- 
longing to  the  king  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
They  deliberated  in  the  great  council  upon 
many  important  affairs  ;  among  Which  great 
attention  was  paid  to  the  advantage  and  in- 
terests of  our  brothers  the  Six-Nations  and 
their  allies. 

Brothers.  The  tree  which  you  and  the 
reft  of  the  Six-Nations  have  fo  often,  and  fo 
earneftly  defired  mould  be  replanted,  is  grown 
up  by  fo  powerful  a  hand,  that  its  root  will 
penetrate  to  the  bottom  of  the  earth,  and  its 
branches  will  form  a  refreshing  made,  to 
cover  you  and  your  allies  withal.  I 
am  to  acquaint  you  that;  agreeable  to  the 
inftru&ions  which  the  great  king  your  father 
has  given  to  general  Braddock,  I  am  ap- 
pointed to  be  fole  fuperintendent  over   all 

the 
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the  affairs  which  relate  to  you  and  your  allies, 
in  this  part  of  the  world.  I  invite  you,  and 
your  brothers  of  the  fix  united  nations,  and 
your  allies  to  come  and  feat  yourfelves  under 
this  tree  j  where  you  may  freely  open  your 
hearts,  and  heal  up  your  wounds  j  and  at  the 
fame  time  I  tranfport  the  fhadow  of  the  fire 
which  was  at  Albany,  and  rekindle  the  fire 
of  council  and  friendihip  in  this  place  :  /  will 
make  it  of  fuch  wood  as  fhall  make  it  produce 
the  greater!:  light  and  the  greateft  heat.  I 
hope  it  will  prove  advantageous  and  coith 
fortable  to  all  thofe  who  fhall  come  to  light 
their  pipes  at  it,  and  that  its  fparks  and  fiery 
coals  will  burn  all  thofe  who  are,  or  fhall 
be  its  enemies. 

i"  hope  that  you  and  all  your  brothers,  will 
be  pleafed  to  augment  the  luftre  and  advan- 
tage of  this  fire,  in  keeping  and  holding  it 
always  high,  by  uniting  yourfelves  with  that 
diligence  and  zeal  as  may  make  it  a  bleffincr, 
not  only  to  yourfelves  but  to  all  your  pofte- 
rity.  To  attain  and  fecure  this  falutary  end, 
it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  that  you  extinguish 
all  fires  that  have  been  kindled  by  fraudulent 
and  unnatural  ways  ;  which  give  light  only 
to  deceive  you,  and  at  long  run,  to  annihi- 
late vou  and  yours. 

A  Belt. 

Brothers,    With  this  firing  of  Wampum  I 

make  clean  the  chamber  of  council,  and  clear. 

J  i  2  ft 
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it  fo  as  nothing  offenfive  remain  in  it  j   and 
I  hope   you    will   be  pleafed    to    take  care 
that  no  malignant  fpirit  do  creep  in  among  us, 
and  that  nothing  do  interrupt  our  harmony. 

Gave  a  firing  of  Wampum. 

Brothers,  It  gives  me  concern  to  fee,  now 
at  my  return,  that  many  among  you  of  the  two 
villages,  have  a  mind  to  go  to  Canada.  It 
would  furprife  me  greatly,  mould  you,  who 
have  been  our  moft  faithful  friends,  and  our 
nearefl  neighbours,  betray  on  any  occafion,  a 
defire  of  being  impofed  upon  by  the  wicked 
artifices  of  the  French,  who  are  fo  well  known, 
and  of  whom  you  have  had  fuch  fatal  tryals ; 
efpecially  at  a  time,  when  that  reftlefs  and 
perfidious  nation  breaks  through  the  moll 
folemn  treaties,  and  tranfgreffes  the  moft.  ef- 
fential  duties  of  honour  and  juftice.  It  would 
be  the  flrangeft  thing  in  the  world  !  I  flatter 
myfelf  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  what 
has  been  told  me  on  this  occafion.  '  I  requefl 
of  you,  nay,  I  infill  on  it,  that  none  of  you 
under  any  pretext  whatfoever,  have  any  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Frenchman,  or  receive 
any  of  his  emiffaries,  nor  any  vifit  from 
Canada,  without  my  knowledge  and  appro- 
bation. 

On  this  promife  I  give  you  this  belt.  I 
propofe  to  call,  immediately,  your  other  bro- 
thers of  the  Six-nations  to  this  prefent  fire  ; 
I  hope  you    will    come  hither  along  with 

them*' 
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them.  I  mall  pronounce  a  fpeech  of  his  ex- 
cellency general  Braddock's,  it  is  accom- 
panied with  prefents  for  you,  which  the  great 
king  your  father,  has  fent  by  this  warrior. 

After  a  few  Infants  of  Confutation  among 
tkemfehes,  Abraham,  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Upper  Village,  got  tip  andfpokefor  the  two. 

Brother, 
\^  O  U  have  called  us  together,  to  acquaint 
-*-  us  with  the  news  which  you  have 
brought  with  you  ;  and  we  have  heard  ail 
you  have  faid.  We  put  off  entering  into  a 
detail  of  all  thefe  affairs,  till  fuch  time  as  the 
Six-nationsfhall  be  affembled  here. 

Gave  a  firing  of  Wampum. 

Brother,  We  return  you  thanks  for  that 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  wipe  the  tears 
off  our  eyes,  and  make  our  throats  and  this 
floor  clean :  We  do  the  fame  by  you  with 
this  firing  of  Wampum. 

They  gave  a  firing  of  Wampum. 

Brother,  To  pleafe  you  ;  we  have  met  you 
at  this  place,  and  have  with  great  attention, 
heard  all  you  have  faid;  we  thank  you  for 
your  friendly  intimation  ;  we  are  rejoiced  to 
fee  you  here  once  more ;  and  we  falute  you 
with  this  firing  of  Wampum. 

They  gave  a  firing  of  Wampum. 

Brother, 


(  246  ) 

Brother,  We  have  often  reprefented  tQ  our 
father,  the  great  king,  that  the  tree  might 
be  raifed  up  again.  We  are  thoroughly 
pleafed  at  our  father's  yielding  to  our  requeft, 
and  we  thank  him  for  it  very  fincerely.  we 
have  had  the  greatefl  fatisfaftion  in  hearing- 
all  you  have  faid  relating  to  this  tree  j  we 
fincerely  wiih  it  may  continue  fuch  as  you 
have  defcribed  it  in  your  fpeech ;  and  we 
are  very  grateful  for  all  you  have  told  us  on 
this  fubjecl. 

Brother,  You  have  told  us  that  the  tree 
which  ferves  us  as  a  fcreen,  is  now  replanted 
at  this  place.  You  have  caufed  the  made  of 
it  to  be  brought  from  Albany  j  and  you  have 
rekindled  here,  the  fire  of  council  and  friend- 
fhip,  which  ought  to  be  compofed  of  good, 
and  everlafling  wood  ;  fo  as  it  may  be  always 
very  clear,  and  cafl  a  comfortable  and  be- 
neficial heat  on  all  thofe  that  fliall  approach 
it  as  friends;  while  it  burns  and  fparkles 
on  thofe  which  are  its  common  enemies. 
Our  firft  fathers  have  kindled  this  firft  fire  at 
Onondago,  and  have  thence  tranfported  the 
fmall  coals,  in  order  to  light  another  at 
Quider  #  ;  this  fire  has  never  burned  clear, 
and  it  was  going  out.  We  feel  great  fatis- 
faction  at  your  kindling  this   fire  here. 

*  This  is  Albany,  in  the  Savage  Language. 

Brother^ 
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Brother,  You  have  invited  us  all,  and  our 
brothers  of  the  Six  united-nations  and  their 
allies,  to  come  and  feat  ourfelves  under  the 
tree  which  you  have  fpoke  to  us  of;  that 
we  may  there  fmoke  our  pipes  at  the  fire 
of  council,  and  labour  jointlyat  preferving 
it.  We  make  no  doubt  but  they  will  feel 
much  joy  at  feeing  it  planted  here;  having 
been  all  defirous  to  fee  it  here.  But  we  mult 
pbftpone  anfwering  this  article  of  your  fpeech 
till  fuch  time  as  the  nations  mail  be  afTem- 
bled  all  in  a  body. 

Brother,  We  thank  you  for  having  cleaned 
out  this  chamber  of  council,  and  removed 
from  hence,  all  that  might  prove  offenfive 
therein.  You  may  affure  yourfelf  we  fhall 
do  our  utmoft  to  correfpond  with  your  in- 
tentions, and  to  drive  far  away,  whatever 
mi^ht  tend  to  difturb  our  mutual  harmony. 

Brother,  You  have  told  us  that  you  had 
been  informed  fome  perfons  among  us,  were 
going  to  fee  the  French ;  and  you  put  us 
in  mind  of  their  conduct  towards  our  firft 
fathers*  which  we  remember  perfectly  well, 
for  their  bones  are  ftill  to  be  feeri  ;  we  know 
the  Frenchman  is  falfe  and  deceitful :  he  has 
given  us  very  fine  words,  and  his  letters 
were  foft,  but  his  heart  was  full  Gf  poifon 
for  us.  You,  brother,  know  our  affairs  as 
well  as  we  do  ourfelves ;  and  you  know,  the 
reft  of  the  Six-nations  are  jealous  of  us;  be- 
Ciufe  we  have  ufed  the  Hatchet  in  the  lair. 


\rar 
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War  againfr.  the  Frenchman.  Shall  we  pafs 
now  for  being  falfe  and  deceitful  ?  no.  You 
may  depend  upon  it,  we  mall  not  go  to  Ca- 
nada upon  any  invitation  of  the  Frenchman ; 
for  we  are  not  enough  their  friends.  There- 
fore you  are  not,  brother,  to  give  credit  to  all 
the  reports  which  have  been  made  you  on  this 
occafion. 

Brother,  Once  more  we  thank  you  heartily 
for  all  you  have  told  us.  We  have  already 
urged  the  neceffity  of  afTembling  here  the 
Six-nations,  in  order  to  give  you  a  pofitive 
anfwer :  we  thank  you  for  the  invitation  you 
have  given  us  to  meet  you  here  with  the 
rerl  of  our  brothers.  We  mall  not  failto  wait 
for  them. 


The  Mohawk  Chief  of  the  Upper  Village 
(Anies,)  having  defired  a  Conference  with^ 
Colonel  Johnfon,  in  the  pre  fence  of  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  affairs  of  the  Savages,  and 
the  two  Interpreters :  Abraham,  fpoke  in 
the  name  of  this  Chief  andfaid, 

Brother, 

Tj|7  HEN  you  were  at  New- York,  you  fent 
^*  us  word  that  you  wimed  our  chiefs  and 
our  Warriors  would  remain  on  their  Matts,  and 
wait  for  your  return  here.  W~e  have  done  itj 
and  why  mould  we  not,  fince,  at  all  times, 
we  have  mewn  ourfelves  ready  to  oblige  you  ? 

and 
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and  we  are  the  more  depofed  to  do  what 
you  fay,  as  .you  acquaint  us  that  you  are  the 
Tree  which  has  been  replanted  in  order  to  give 
us  fhelter  j  and  we  make  no  doubt  but  our 
brothers  of  the  five  other  nations  are  all  dif- 
pofed  to  obey  you. 

Brother,  It  is  very  true  we  have  been  al- 
ways obedient,  and  always  obliging  to  you  5 
and  when  you  intimated  your  defife  to  us,  that 
we  mould  remain  in  our  Cabbins,  our  young 
men  were  ready  to  go  out  a  hunting ;  but  hav- 
ing been  prevented  by  your  order,  from  going, 
they  now  are  in  want  of  every  thing  for  their 
fubfiftence.  They  have  defired  us,  Chiefs,  to 
lay  their  wants  before  you.  They  ftand  iii 
need  of  every  thing,  as  they  have  not  been 
out,  and  they  beg  you  would  let  them  have 
fome  powder  and  lhot,  in  order  to  kill  fome 
Game  for  their  fubfiftence.  And  as  it  wilt 
be  fome  time  before  the  other  five  nations  do 
arrive,  and  therefore,  before  the  prefents  which 
fhe  king  our  father  fends  us,  are  delivered  to 
us :  all  we  reqiiefr.  is,  that  you  give  us,  in 
the  mean  time,  what  is  barely  neceiTary  for  nsi 

Brother,  As  we  forefee  that  the  trouble- 
fome  times  are  approaching,  We  renew  td 
you  the  requefls  which  we  have  fo  often 
made  to  the  Government,  for  the  building  d 
Fortrefs  for  the  fecurity  of  our  women  and 
children  j  we  hope  you  will  be  pleafed  to  ex- 
ecute it  at  this  time. 

K$k  Cttonet 
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Colonel  Johnfon's  Anfwef. 

Brothers, 
T  Am  thoroughly  convinced  of  your  good  dif- 
•*■  politions  towards  me,  and  your  compliance 
at  all  times  in  listening  to  my  word,  and  do- 
ing what  I  require  of  you.  This  is  what  has 
induced  me  to  take  upon  me  the  detail  of 
your  affairs.  The  frefh  teftimony  which  you 
give  me  of  your  friendfhip,  and  your  regard 
for  me,  will  enable  me  to  promote  your  in- 
terefc  much  to  your  advantage,  and  my  own 
fatisfaction. 

I  am  well  perfuaded  I  have  done  you  a 
great  prejudice,  as  well  as  to  your  young, 
people,  in  having  detained  them  at  this  time, 
at  home.  Therefore  I  grant  you  readily, 
what  you  afk  me  >  and  I  will  give  you  fome 
powder  and  balls. 

Before  I  left  New- York  I  reprefented  to 
your  brother,,  the  governor,  the  neceflity  of 
building  a  fortrefs  where  you  might  lately  retire 
to  with  your  families  ;  and  I,  with  pleafure, 
acquaint  you,  that  he  has  given  me  a  full 
power  to  do  it :  and  I  mall  give  orders  for 
the  fetting  about  it  as  foon  as  poffihle." 

Signed 
May  17,   1755. 

JOHNSON, 
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JL  Letter  from   M.    Johnfon   to  M.   Arenfc 
Steevens,    Interpreter  for  the  Province. 

S  IR, 

T  N  ccnfequence  of  the  Inftru&ions,  which 
•*■  his  inanity  has  given  his  excellency  ge- 
neral Braddock,  he  has  entrusted  me  with  the 
fole  fuper-intendence,  and  the  management 
of  all  the  affairs  that  relate  to  the  fix  United 
nations  and  their  allies,  You  are  there- 
fore, to  be  attentive  to  follow  the  orders  which 
you  mall  receive  from  me,  in  refpect  to  this 
bufinefs. 

I  fend  you  this  letter  by  James  Clement, 
with  two  belts  of  Wampum,  both  the  one 
and  the  other  for  the  five  nations  above :  you 
are  to  deliver  them  in  my  name  ;  and  affure 
them,  that  the  troops  which  are  in  march, 
and  thofe  which  may  hereafter  march  for 
Chouaguen,  are  deflined  to  reinforce  that  gar- 
rifon,  and  to  fecure  it  againit  the  acts  of 
hoftility  of  the  Frenchman,  who  has  de- 
clared that  it  belonged  neither  to  us,  nor 
to  the  Six-nations ;  and  that  he  would  de- 
molish it. 

I  have  fent  a   m&fTage  with   a  firing  of 

Wampum  immediately  upon  my  arrival;  but 

in  cafe  that  mould  not  have  been  fafficient ;  I 

at  prcfent  fend  this  belt.     If  you  find  that  the 

K  k  z  Five-* 
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Five-nations  are  uneafy,  or  alarmed  at  the 
march  of  thefe  troops  through  their  country, 
whether  this  mould  proceed  from  their  jealou- 
fy,  or  the  deceitful  infinuations  of  the  French 
ermfTaries :  you  are  to  aHfure  them,  in  my 
name,  that  they  are  defigned  for  the  fecurity 
and  advantage  of  the  Six-nations  and  their 
allies.  You  are  to  exhort  them  not  to  hearken 
to  any  lyes  which  the  French  may  make  ufe 
of  on  this  cccafion ;  whole  defire  and  inten^ 
tion  are  to  fall  upon  us  and  them  while  we 
are  afieep,  in  order  to  cut  off  both  us  and 
them  from  the  face  of  the  earth :  and  they 
well  know  that  the  eafiefl  way  to  fucceed,  is 
fo  diflurb  and  deftroy  the  brotherly  love  and 
confidence  which  has  fo  long,  and  fo  happily 
fubfiited  between  us.  You  will  make  ufe  of 
thefe  or  other  like  arguments,  as  the  circum- 
ftances  may  require. 

The  other  belt,  which  I  fend  you,  is  to  ac- 
quaint theni  with  the  commiffion  I  have 
from  the  great  king,  their  father,  which 
has  been  granted  at  their  repeated  inftances  j 
and  alfo,  that  purfijantto  general  Braddock's 
orders,  by  this  belt,  I  invite  and  call  upon  the 
Six  United- nations  to  repar  with  their  allies, 
to  my  houfej  where  I  have  kindled  the 
fire  of  council  and  friendfhip,  and  replanted 
the  tree  which  ihall  cover  with  its  made 
both  them  and  all  thofe  who  will  {belter 
themfelves  under  it  3,  that  I  have  a  prefent 

to 
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to  make  them  in  the  name  of  the  great 
king,  their  father,  a  great  deal  of  good 
news  to  tell  them  ;  and  am  to  hold  a  coun- 
cil upon  a  great  many  affairs  of  the  lafl 
confequence,  and  which  concern  their  hap^ 
pinefs  and  welfare.  If  you  find  that  there 
are  any  praclifes  made  ufe  of  by  the 
French  emiflaries  in  order  to  prevent  them 
from  meeting  me ;  you  are  to  employ  the 
bell:  arguments,  and  thofe  you  mall  judge 
moil  proper,  in  order  to  diffipate  thefe  im- 
preffions :  and  you  are  to  infift  on  their 
obedience,  and  the  condefcenfions  they  owe 
us.  If  they  they  mould  fay  that  they 
are  planting  their  corn,  and  that  mould  they 
come  now,  they  mufl  lofe  their  harvefl  and 
want  provhlons;  You  are  to  afliire  them 
that  I  mail  take  care  of  them,  and  that  J 
mail  indemnify  them  for  the  lofs  which  they 
fhall  fuftain  on  this  occafion  :  but  you  are  to 
act  prudently  in  this  refpect,  and  be  cautious 
how  you  promife. 

I  have  had  an  interview  with  the  two  Anies 
villages  concerning  thefe  two  belts :  they  have 
been  fatisfied,  and  have  promifed  to  join  me 
here  when  the  other  nations  come  down  3 
which  is  what  you  are  to  urge  as  much  as 
poffible. 

I  have  fent  you  by  M.  Clement,  fome 
goods  to  make  ufe  of,  if  you  fliould  have 
ipccafion ;    and    when  you  have  conducted 

the. 
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the  Indians  to  the  German  Flatts,  you  will 
find  provifions  at  my  houfe  -t  of  which  I  beg 
you  will  keep  an  account. 

Signed 
William  Johnfon, 


c  A  true  copy  of  what  has  been  done  by 
the  honourable  William  Johnfon  Efq;  &c. 
and  Peter  Warpall,  Secretary  for  the  Indian 
affairs/ 


X  the  under- written,  councilor  in  the  fupe- 
rior  council  of  Quebec,  certify  the  having 
tranflated,  &c. 


NUMB. 
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NUMBER    XV. 

A  Lettter  written  by  Mr.  William  Johnfon," 
to  federal  Governors,  relating  to  the  Ex- 
pedition again  (I  the  Fort  of  Crown-Point. 

New-York,  May  15,   1755* 

BEING  appointed  commander  in  chie£ 
of  the  forces  of  the  colonies  for  the 
intended  expedition  of  Crown- Point ;  1  think 
it  incumbent  upon  me  to  remove,  to  the  beft  of 
my  power,  all  the  difficulties  which  may  oc- 
curr  in  the  fervice,  and  obftruct  the  fuccefs  of 
this  undertaking.  As  a  train  of  artillery  is  effen- 
tially  necerlary,  that  nothing  can  be  done 
widiout  it,  and  as  it  is  to  be  fupplied  by  the 
eaftern  colonies ;  I  make  no  doubt  but  you 
will  do  your  utmoft  to  accelerate  every  thing 
relating  to  this  article,  in  order  that  out- 
march may  not  be  retarded,  and  that  we 
may  not  fpend  more  time  than  is  neceflary, 
at  Albany ;  which  might  confirm  "  the  ene- 
my's fufpicion  of  an  attack,  if  unfortunately, 
they  mould  have  notice  of  it."  I  fear  greatly 
I  mail  want  proper  perfons  to  conduct  a  train 
of  artillery.  Therefore  if  you  have  in  your 
government  any  perfons  that  are  capable  of 
being  made  engineers  or  bombardiers,  or  any 

other 
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other  that  is  capable  of  conducting  a  train  of 
artillery,  I  beg  you  will  take  them  into  the 
fervice,  according  to  your  knowledge  of  their 
capacity.  You  muft  know  that  wefiand  in  need 
of  a  great  number  of  battoes,  in  order  to  the 
tranfporting  our  troops  j  befides  thofe  that  are 
neceffary  for  the  train  of  artillery,  ftores  and 
baggage.  Each  battoe  muft  carry  five  hundred 
men.  We  have  already  thofe  which  are  to  be 
fupplied  by  this  government.  As  I  believe 
the  other  colonies  muft  caufe  thofe  which 
they  mail  fupply,  to  be  built  here  or  at  Jer- 
fey;  I  take  the  conftruction  of  a  fufficient 
number  of  them  in  time,  to  be  impomble3 
unlefs  they  will  fend  workmen  to  our  affif- 
t£nce. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Signed 

William  Johnfon, 

I  the  under- written,  counfellor  in  the  fupe- 
rior  council  of  Quebec,  certify,  the  having 
tranflated  &C. 


NUMB. 
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NUMBER     XVI. 

PROCLAMATION,  addreffed by  the  Or- 
der of  M.  Lawrence,  Governor  of  Acadia, 
to  the  French  inhabitants  of  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Iflhmm,  and  the  Banks  of  St, 
Johns  River. 


In   the   KING'S   Name. 

By  Order  of  his  Excellency  Charles  Lawrence, 
Efquire,  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Nova- 
Scotia  or  Acadia,  &c, 


PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  Inhabitants  and  all  others,  Natives 
of  Chignedto,  Baie-Verte,  Tintamar,  Che- 
poudi,  St.  John's  River,  and  their  Appurte- 
nances and  adjacent  Parts  and  all  others, 
who  have  not  yet  made  their  Submit 
lions. 

WHEREAS  moft  part  of  the  inhabit 
tants  of  the  above,   and  other  places, 
have   not    yet  made   their   Submifiion   to   the 
L  i  K&3 
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King  of  Great-Britain  *  -,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, have  demeaned  themfelves,  contrary 
to  all  orders  and  loyalty  to  their  proper 
Sovereign. 

Therefore. 

*Tp  H I S  is  to  command  them  to  repair 
-■-  immediately  to  my  Camp,  in  order  to 
make  their  Submiffions ;  bringing  along  with 
them,  all  their  fire-arms,  fwords,  fabres,  pif- 
tols,  and  all  other  inftruments  of  war :  in 
difobedience  of  which,  they  mall  be  treated^ 
as  Rebels,  with  military  execution. 

Given  at  the  Camp  of  Chi^necto,  this 
thirteenth  Day  of  May,  one  thoufand  feveri 
hundred  and  fifty-five. 

Signed 
Robert  Monkton. 


$•  This  Confeffion  is  remarkable.  How  came  the 
infifting  upon  this  Submiffion  not  to  be  thought  o,f 
iince  the  Peace  of  Utrecht? 


VOUCHERS, 


Vouchers, 

Second  Part, 

NUMBER      I. 

A  Memorial,  delivered  by  the  Duke  de  Mire- 
poixy   to  Sir  Hhmias  Robinfon.      January 

i5>    l7S5- 

AS,  preventing,  fpeedily  the  confe- 
quences  that  may  refult  from  the 
difcuffions  which  have  happened  in  North- 
America,  and  the  hoitilities,  with  which  they 
have  been  attended  ;  is  a  matter  of  impor- 
tance ;  the  King  propofes  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty  that,  previous  to  examining  into  the 
grounds  and  circumftances  of  the  Quarrel, 
pofitive  orders  be  fent  to  the  refpective  Go- 
vernors, forbidding  henceforward,  all  new 
enterprifes  or  acts  of  violence. 

Commanding  them,  on  the  contrary,  to 
feftore  matters,  without  delay,  with  regard 
to  the  Territories  towards  the  Ohio  or  Fair- 
River  |  to  the  fame  fituation  they  were  in,- 
Or  ought  to  have  been  in,  before  the  laft  war. 
The  King  further  propofes,  that  the  refpeftive 
pretenfions  be  amicably  referred  to  the  com- 
miffioners  fitting  in  Paris  •,  fo  as  the  two 
Courts  may  put  an  end  to  the  difference,  by 
a  fpeedy  conciliation. 

LI   2  The 
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The  king  could  alfo  wifh,  in  order  to  re- 
move all  impreffions  of  uneafinefs,  and  to  make 
his  fubje&s  enjoy  in  tranquillity,  the  fweet 
fruits  of  peace,  that  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
would  pleafe  to  explain  himfelf  openly  with 
regard  to  the  deftination,  and  the  motives  of 
the  armament  which  has  been  lately  made  in 
England* 

The  king  has  too  great  a  reliance  on  the 
upnghtnefs  of  his  Britannic  Majefty 's  inten- 
tions, as  to  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hopes, 
that  he  v/ill  readily  clofe  with  propofitions, 
that  are  fq  agreeable  to  the  prefervation  of 
peace,  and  to  the  maintaining  the  public 
tranquillity,    and  a  good  harmony  between 


both  our  Courts. 


Signed 

a 


Le  Due  de  Mirepoix. 


NUMBER     II. 

Anfwer>  delivered  by  order  of  the  Court  of 
England,  to  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix.  J  a- 
nuary   22,     ij55- 

TH  E  King  has  feen,  with  Regret,  the 
difputes  that  have  happened  in  North- 
America,  and  the  acts  of  violence  with  which 
they  have  been  attended.     His  Majefty  is  as 

defircus 
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defirous  as  his  mcft  Chriftian  Majeily,  to 
put  an  end  to  them.  He  claims  nothing,  but 
what  is  grounded  on  Treaties,  and  what  is 
conformable  to  the  juft  rights  and  porTeffions 
of  his  crown,  and  the  protection  of  his  fub- 
jecTts  in  that  country. 

The  King  does  not  think  the  propo- 
rtions given  in  by  his  excellency  the  duke 
de  Mirepoix,  anfwers  this  end :  however,  as 
a  teflimony  of  his  defire  to  maintain  peace, 
and  the  moft  perfect  union  and  harmony  with 
his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  that  all  things 
may  be  re-eftablifhed  on  an  equitable  foot- 
ing ;  His  Majefty  propofes,  that  the  poiTeflion 
of  the  territory  towards  the  river  Ohio  or 
Fair-river,  be  reftored  to  the  fame  fituation  it 
was  actually  in,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  and  agreeable  to  the  ftipulations 
of  the  fame  treaty  >  renewed  as  it  has  been, 
by  that  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  :  and,  moreover, 
that  the  other  poffemons  in  North-America, 
be  reftored  to  the  fame  ftate  they  were  in,  at 
the  time  of  concluding  the  faid  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  and  purluant  to  the  ceffions  and 
the  ftipulations  made  by  that  treaty.  The 
means  of  inftructing  the  refpective  governors, 
and  forbidding  henceforward  all  new  en- 
croachments, or  acts  of  violence,  may  be 
afterwards  fettled,  and  the  pretentions  on 
both  fide 3  referred,  to  be  fpeedily  and  fin- 
ally difcuffed  and  adjufted,  in  an  amicable 
manner,  between  both  courts. 
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Such  are  the  King's  fentiments.  The  de- 
fence of  his  rights  and  poiTeffions,  and  the 
protection  of  his  fubjectSj  have  been  the  mo- 
tives of  the  armament  that  has  been  fent  to" 
North- America  >  which  "  has  been  effected, 
without  any  intention  of  offending  any  power 
whatfoever,  or  doing  any  thing  that  may  dif- 
turb  *  the  general  peace."  We  need  only 
to  confider  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  arma- 
ment to  be  convinced  of  this  truth  ;  and  the 
King  makes  no  doubt  but  his  moft  Chriftiari 
Ma  jelly  will,  agreeable  to  the  known  up- 
rightnefs  of  his  intentions,  explain  himfelf 
alio  openly,  with  regard  to  the  great  naval 
force  preparing  at  Breft  and  Toulon. 

Signed 
Thomas  Robinfon.- 


NUMBER    III. 

A  Reply  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon's  Memo- 
rial, and  ghen  in  by  the  Duke  de  Mire- 
poix.     February  6,   1755. 

TH  E    King  is  too   Well  perfuaded    of* 
the  lincere  difpofitions  of  the  Kin*?  of 
Great-Britain,    to  maintain    a   good   under- 

*  %  This  Formal  Declaration,  may  be  compared  to  the 
TnftrucStions  given  by  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  General 
Bracidock,   and  the  plan  contained  in  Colonel  Nappier's 

Letter: 

landing 
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ffcanding  between  the  two  crowns,  together  with 
the  general  tranquillity  j  to  entertain  any  doubt 
but  that  his  Britannic  Majefty  fees,  with  forrow, 
the  dangers  with  which  both  are  threatened, 
by  the  differences  which  have  taken  rife  in 
North-America,  towards  the  river  Ohio. 

It  was  in  this  light,  that  his  Majefty 
caufed  it  to  be  propofed  by  his  arnbaffa- 
dor  at  the  court  of  London ;  that  the  two 
kings,  (previous  to  the  entering  into  any  dif- 
cuflion  relative  to  the  grounds  of  the  quarrel, 
and  examining  the  means  which  may  put 
an  end  to  them,  in  an  amicable  manner) 
fliould  fend  pofitive  orders  to  their  refpeclive 
governors  in  this  part  of  America;  that 
€C  they  would  refrain  from  all  ads  of  vio^ 
<f  lence,  and  all  new  enterprifes  j"  and  put 
things  in  the  fame  fituation  they  were,  or 
ought  to  have  been  in,  before  the  late  war. 

Though  his  Britannic  Majefty  might  have, 
on  the  firft  afpect,  judged,  that  this  proportion 
did  not  fully  anfwer  the  end  of  both  courts  $ 
yet  we  are  perfuaded  that  he  will  think 
otherwife,  when  he  pleafes  to  confider  that 
his  pretentions,  are  utterly  unknown  to 
France:  that  fjnce  1679,  when  the  French 
difcovered  the  Fair-river,  the  Englifh  never 
had  any  footing  there,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly ;  and  that  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  of" 
whofe  ftipulations  trie  court  of  England 
feems  to  avail  itfelf,  has  not  even  made  the 
Jeafl;  mention   thereof.     The  way,  which   is 

propofe4 
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propofed  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  is  thoT 
roughly  conformable  to  the  engagements  of 
the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chappelle ;  to  the  mea- 
fures  taken  fince  that  iEra,  and,  in  particu- 
cular,  to  the  conditions  demanded  in  1750, 
and  1 75 1  by  England  herfelf,  and  alTented  to, 
without  difficulty,  by  his  Majeny,  relative  to 
the  troubles  which  then  arofe  concerning  the 
limits  of  the  frontier  of  Nova-Scotia  and 
Canada. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  realbns,  and  thefe 
engagements,   his  MajefTy  propefes. 

1.  That  the  two  Kings  do  order  their 
refpeclive  governors  to  forbear  all  acts  of 
violence,  and  all  new  attempts. 

2.  To  put  things  in  the  fame  condition 
that  they  have  been  in,  before  the  late  war, 
over  all  North-  America,  agreeable  to  the  IXth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chappelle. 

3.  That  conformable  to  the  XVIIIth  ar- 
ticle of  the  fame  treaty,  his  Britannic  Majefty 
do  ^ive  directions,  that  the  commiilioners  fit- 
ting in  Paris,  be  inftrucled  with  regard  to  his 
pretentions  and  the  foundation  on  which 
they  are   grounded. 

And  that  the  miniflers  of  the  two  courts 
be  authorifed  to  negociate,  in  order  to  find 
out  the  means  of  putting,  amicably,  an  end 
to  the  difference. 

The  Kincr  propofes  thefe  conditions  to  the 
the  King  of  England,  with  that  confidence 
which  thejuflice  and  reaibnablenefs  of  them 
mutt  infpire.  There 
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There  is  ib  much  the  more  room  for  his 
Majefty  to  hope  that  they  will  be  accepted, 
as  he  is  perfuaded  his  Britannic  Majefty  is 
animated  with  the  fame  fpirit  with  which 
himfelf  is  actuated  ;  towards  removing  all  fub- 
jects  of  mif-unftandin^  and  confufion,  which, 
by  the  oppofition  of  interefts,  complication  of 
objects,  and  the  nature  of  the  engagements  and 
treaties  may  become  as  dangerous  to  the  peace 
of  the  two  crowns,  as  to  that  of  all  Europe. 

As  to  the  armament  which  the  king  prepares, 
the  court  of  England  may  eafily  penetrate  intq 
the  motives  of  it j  fince  it  is  the  armament 
with  which  themfelves  have  apprifed  all  Eu- 
rope of,  and  have  in  part  executed,  that  have 
rendered  the  precautions  c£  France  neceflary. 
But  his  Majefty  declares  exprefsiy,  "  that 
thefe  preparations  have  no  orTenlive  view,  * 
and  no  other  object  than  the  defence  of  his 
polfeflions,   and  the  rights  of  his  crown, 

NUMBER     IV. 

Project  of  a  Preliminary  Convention,  propofed 
by  the  Kings  Orders,  to  the  Court  of 
London. 

^Tp  H  E    Difcuflions  which  have  ftarted  up, 
4"    fince  the  peace  figned  at  Aix  la  Chappclle , 

*  The  two  Kings  have,  we  fee,  made  the  fcrrte  De- 
claration. We  leave  Europe  to  judge,  which  of"  the 
two  fpoke  fincerely. 

M  m  the 
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the  1 8th  of  October  1748,  between  the 
iubjeds  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and 
thofe  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  in  North 
America,  having  given  occafion,  on  both 
fides,  to  ads  of  violence  j  to  put  a  flop  to, 
and  prevent  the  confequences  of  which, 
is  become  a  matter  of  extreme  importance ; 
their  Majeflies  animated  with  a  common  de- 
fire  of  re  eftabiifhing  tranquillity  in  this  part 
of  the  new  world,  and  to  cement,  more  and 
more,  the  friendmip  and  good  under  {landing 
which  happily  fubiift  between  them,  have 
refolved  to  take,  in  concert,  the  fpeedieft  and 
moft  effectual  methods,  in  order  to  attain  the 
ialutary  end  which  they  propofe  to  them- 
felves  :  they  have,  accordingly,  authorifed  the 
under- written  minifters,  who  are  provided  with 
the  full  powers  neceflary  for  this  purpofe,  to 
fettle  the  preliminary  and  provisional  conditions 
contained  in  the  following  article s» 

Article     I. 


I S  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  his 
•  Britannic  Majefty  engage  to  fend,  im* 
mediately  after  the  Ratifications  of  the  pre- 
fent  Convention,  the  moft  precife  orders  to 
their  relpedive  Governors  in  America,  to 
caufe  ail  ads  of  violence  to  ceafe,  between 
the  two  nations ;  and  the  duplicate  of  thefe 
orders  fhail  be  delivered,  on  each  fide,  toge- 
ther with  the  ratifications  of  the  prefent  con- 
vention 
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Ventioii,  to  the  refpective  min liters  of  his 
moft  Chriftian  Majefty,;  and  his  Britannic 
Majefty. 


II. 


The  Subjects  of  his  moil  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty, and  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  fhall  eva- 
cuate all  the  country,  fituated  between  the 
river  Ohio  and  the  mountains  which  form 
the  limits  of  Virginia  :  and  mail  withdraw, 
mat  is  to  fay,  the  French  beyond  the  faid  ri- 
ver, and  the  Englifh  to  this  fide  of  the  faid 
mountains  ;  fo  that  all  the  extent  of  ground 
which  lies  between  the  faid  river  and  laid 
mountains,  mall  be  confidered  as  a  neutral 
country,  during  the  whole  time  that  this 
convention  (hall  fubfift ;  and  all  the  concef- 
fions,  if  there  mould  be  any  fuch  made  by 
either  fide,  on  the  faid  territory,  mall  be  con- 
fidered as  null,  and  of  none  effect. 


III. 


.For  the  better  enfuring  the  execution 
of  the  firft  article  of  the  prefent  convention^ 
and  to  prevent  all  occafion  of  frefh  troubles; 
the  refpective  fubjects  of  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  and  his  Botanic  Majefty,  mall  not 
be  allowed  to  frequent,  fo  long  as  this  pre- 
fent convention  fhail  ftand,  the  faid  territory; 
fituated  between  the  river  Ohio  and  the  fiid 
M  m  2  mountains, 
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mountains,  under  any  pretence  of  trade  Or 
parTage,  which  the  two  nations  fhall  be  equally 
forbidden  during  the  fame  fpace  of  time. 

IV. 

Conformable  to  article  IX  of  the  treaty  of 
Aix  la  Chappelle,  all  things  fhall  be  reinitated 
in  North  America,  on  the  fame  footing  they 
were,  or  ought  to  have  been  on,  fince  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht;  and  accordingly,  all  the 
forts  mall  be  demolished,  which,  fince  that 
epoch,  may  have  been  built  on  either  fide, 
as  well  on  the  faid  territory  of  the  Ohio,  as 
in  all  other  parts  of  North  America,  which 
are  afubjecl:  of  difpute  between  the  two  nations. 


The  prefent  preliminary  convention  is  to 
take  place  only  during  two  years,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  exchanging  the 
ratifications ;  this  fpace  of  time  appearing 
fufficient  to  determine  finally,  by  way  of 
an  amicable  conciliation,  all  the  difcuffions 
relative  to  North  America,  which  hereafter 
may  give  occafion  to  any  new  broils  be- 
tween the  fubjects  of  the  two  powers. 


Vf. 
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vi. 

His  inoft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  engage  themfelves  to  give 
immediately,  not  only  to  their  refpective 
Minifters  in  London,  but  alfo  to  their  com- 
mirTaries  in  Paris,  the  inftructions  and  orders 
necefTary  to  determine  amicably,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  and  at  farther!:  in  the  fpace  of  two 
Years,  by  a  definitive  treaty,  all  the  diffe- 
rences which  have  ftarted  up  between  the  fub- 
jecls  of  both  crowns  j  relative  to  their  poffef- 
iions,  rights,  and  pretenfions  in  North- 
America; 


VII. 

The  prefent  convention  (hall  be  ratified 
by  their  molt.  Chriftian,  and  Britannic  Ma- 
jefties  ;  and  the  ratifications,  in  good  and  due 
form,  mall  be  exchanged  in  the  city  of 
London,  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  days,  or 
fooner  if  poffible,  from  the  day  of  figning- 
this  prefent  covention.  In  witnefs  where- 
of, &c. 


NUMB- 
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NUMBER    V. 


Counter-project  of  a  preliminary  convention; 
in  anjwer  to  the  foregoing  proj eel,  and  deli-, 
vered  to  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  the  yth  of 
March  1755. 

TH  E  difcuffions  which  have  ( fince  the 
peace  iigned  at  Aix  la  Chapelle)  hap- 
pened in  North  America,  between  the  fub- 
je&s  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty,  having  given  occafion,  orl 
each  fide,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  their 
majefties,  to  acts  of  violence,  the  preventing 
the  confequences  of  which,  is  of  the  laft  im- 
portance ;  their  majefties,  animated  with  a 
common  defire  of  re-eftablifhing  quiet  in  that 
country,  and  cementing  more,  and  more,  the 
friendship  and  good  underftanding  which 
happily  fubfift  between  them,  have  refolved 
to  take,  in  concert,  the  fpeedieft  and  moft 
effectual  methods,  to  attain  the  falutary 
end  which  they  prOpofe  to  themfelves.  They 
have  accordingly  authorifed  the  underwritten 
minifters,  who  are  provided  with  the  necelTary 
full  powers  for  this  purpofe,  to  fettle  the 
preliminary  and  provifional  conditions  con- 
tained in  the  following  articles. 


AR< 
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Article     L 

His  Britannic  majefty  and  his  Moft  Chri- 
ftian  majefty  engage  to  fend,  immediately  af- 
ter the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
prefent  convention,  the  moft  precife  orders  to 
their  refpective  generals  and  governors  in 
America  to  put  a  flop  to,  and  prevent  all 
a£ts  of  violence  hetween  both  nations ;  and  the 
duplicates  of  thefe  orders  fhall  be  delivered  on 
each  fide,  together  with  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  convention,  to  the  minifters,  as  well 
of  his  Britannic  majefty,  as  his  Moft  Chriftian 
majefty. 


II. 

In  refpect  to  the  river  Ohio  and  the  adja- 
cent lands,  it  is  covenanted  and  agreed,  that 
like  orders  fhall  be  fent  at  the  fame  time,  along 
with  copies  of  the  prefent  convention,  to  the 
faid  governors  and  generals,  to  caufe  all  the 
forts  that  have  been  conftructed  on  thePrefqu- 
Ifle,  in  lake  Erie,  and  on  Ox-river,  and  on 
the  Ohio,  to  be  demolifhed  in  the  fpace  of 
fix  months,  or  fooner  if  poffible  ;  reckoning 
from  the  day  of  figning  the  prefent  conven- 
tion. 

In  like  manner  it  is  agreed,  between  his 
Britannic  majefty  and  his  Moft  Chriftian  ma-r 
jefty,  that  a  line,    beginnine  on  the  eaftern 

V  fide 
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fide  of  the  Bay  of  Canagahoqui,  on  the  fouthern 
bank  of  lake  Erie,  mall  be  drawn  directly  to 
the  fouth  until  you  come  to  the  40th  degree  of 
North  latitude,  and  from  thence  continued 
to  the  fouth-weft  until  it  falls  in  with  the 
37th  degree  of  the  faid  latitude. 

In  like  manner,  a  line  beginning  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Miamis,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
lake  Erie,  mail  be  drawn  towards  the  fouth  or 
fouth-weft,  to  the  fource  of  the  river  Wa- 
bache  or  of  St.  Jerom,  and  thence  continued 
along  the  river  to  the  place  where  it  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  Ohio ;  and  from  thence,  in  a 
flraight  line,  towards  the  fouth  to  the  above- 
mentioned  37th   degree  of  north  latitude. 

All  the  forts  and  fortrefles  that  have  been 
built,  or  the  fettlements  that  have  been  made 
by  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  two 
crowns,  or  by  their  refpective  fubjects,  on 
the  faid  territory,  fituated  between  the  two 
lines,  fhall  be  demolished  in  the  abovefaid 
fpace  of  iix  months ;  reckoning  from  the  day 
that  the  prefent  convention  mall  be  ligned, 
or  fooner  if  pomble  ;  and  mal  fo  remain  de- 
inolimed  until  fuch  time  as  the  prefent  difputes 
between  both  crowns  are  amicably  ended : 
fo  that  all  the  country,  lying  between  the  two 
abovefaid  lines,  in  its  whole  extent  from  north 
to  fouth,  mall  remain  a.nd  be  coniidered  during 
that  time  as  a  neutral  country  ;  and  no  far- 
ther ufe  mall  be  made  of  it  than  to  carry  on 
a  trade  with  the  natives,  which  mall  be  free 

and 
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and  allowed  to  both  nations,    without  any 
hindrance  or  moleftation  whatfoever. 

That  the  respective  generals  and  governors 
of  the  two  crowns,  fhall  name  in  the  fpace 
of  three  months,  reckoning  from  the  day  of 
iigning  the  prefent  convention  or  fooner  if 
poffible,  underftandina  perfons,  who  mail 
draw  out  and  mark  the  faid  lines,  in  the 
fpace  of  three  months  more  reckoning  from 
the  day  of  their  being  appointed  for  this 
purpofe. 

III. 

It  is  moreover  agreed,  that  the  forts  of* 
the  river  Niagara,  and  fort  Frederic  pr  Crown 
Point,  on  lake  Champlain,  built  fince  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  renewed  and  confirmed  by 
that  of  Aix  la  Chappelle,  mall  be  demolimed 
in  the  fame  fpace  of  fix  months,  reckoning 
from  the  day  of  iigning  the  prefent  conven- 
vention  ;  and  that  as  to  what  relates  to  the 
abovefaid  river  of  Niagara,  and  the  lakes  of 
Erie,  Ontario,  and  Champlain,  it  mall  oe 
free  for  the  fubjecls  of  both  crowns  to  pais, 
afcend  and  defeend  them  with  all  fafety,  and 
to  trade,  without  any  hindrance  or  m'ojefja- 
tion,  with  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  coun- 
tries fituated  round  the  great  lakes,  as  well 
with  thofe  who  are  the  fubjecls  and  friends 
Of  Great  Britain  as  fubjects  and  friends  cf 
France. 

N  n  W* 
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IV. 

It  is  in  like  mannner,  covenanted  and 
agreed,  that  a  line  fhall  be  drawn  from  the 
inouth  of  the  river  Penobfcot  or  Pentagoet,- 
to  its  fource,  and  from  thence  in  a  ftraight  line 
northwards,  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence;  and 
that  from  a  point  which  mall  be  found  at  the 
distance  of  twenty  leagues  in  a  ftraight  line, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Penobfcot  or 
Pentagoet,  a  line  fhall  be  drawn  acrofs  the 
continent,  to  the  point  which  mall  be  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  dis- 
tance of  twenty  leagues  from  cape  Tourmen- 
tin,    in  a  direcl  line. 

That  as  to  what  relates  to  the  countries 
and  territories  fituated  to  the  North,  between 
both  thefe  lines,  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence* 
they  fhall  not  be  fettled  nor  pofTerTed  by  the 
Subjects  of  either  crowns,  who  fhall  not 
be  allowed  to  make  any  farther  ufe  of  them, 
than  to  carry  on  a  trade  there. 

That  all  the  Prefqu-Ifle  and  the  Ifthmus, 
together  with  the  Bay  of  Fundi  or  Baie  Fran- 
coife,  and  in  general  all  the  lands,  rivers 
and  coafts,  fituated  on  the  fouth  eaft  of  the 
abovementioned  line,  which  is  to  be  drawn 
acrofs  the  faid  continent,  from  the  river 
Penobfcot  or  Pentagoet,  to  the  gulph  of  St,- 
Lawrence,  fhall  be  acknowledged  and  de- 
clared  to  belong,    in    all   Sovereignty,    and 

abfoli-tt* 
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abfolute  propriety,    to   the  crown  of  Great 
Britain. 

Moreover,  it  is  covenanted  and  agreed? 
that  the  reipedtive  generals  and  governors, 
/hall  name  understanding  perfons,  in  die 
fpace  of  three  months,  reckoning  from  the 
day  of  ilgning  this  prefent  convention,  or 
fooner  if  poiTible,  who  mail  draw  and  mark 
out  the  faid  lines  in  the  fpace  of  three 
months,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  their 
being  appointed  for  this  purpofe. 


His  Britannic  majefty,  and  his  mod  Chrif- 
tian  majefty,  engage  to  give  without  delay, 
after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent  convention, 
the  necelfary  inftru&ions  and  orders  to  their 
refpeclive  minifters,  to  enable  them  to  deter- 
mine (between  both  courts  by  way  of  an  ami- 
cable conciliation)  as  foon  as  poffible,  by  a 
definitive  treaty,  all  the  differences  which 
have  arofe  between  the  fubjects  of  both 
crowns,  relative  to  their  refpedive  polTeffions, 
rights  and  pretenfions  in  America  j  and  which 
are  not  finally  determined  by  the  prefent  con- 
vention. 


VI. 


The  prefent  convention  fhall  be  ratified  by 

their  Britannic  and  molt  Christian  majefties, 

N  n  2  and 
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and  the  ratifications  in  good  and  due  form, 
£hall  be  exchanged  in  this  city  of  London, 
in  the  fpace  of  fifteen  days  or  fooner,  if  pof- 
fible,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  figning  the 
prefent  convention.     In  witnefs  whereof  &c. 

NUMBER     VI. 

JLxtraZf  of  a  letter  written  by.  M.  Rouille  ta 
the  Duke  De  Mirepoix,  March  27,  175^. 

N  order  to  attain  the  fo  defireable  end  of 
peace,  one  muft  neceflarily  weigh  the  na- 
ture and  the  circumftanccs  of  the  engage- 
ments which  are  to  be  contracted,  and  com- 
bine the  reciprocal  rights  and  conveniences. 
A  work  of  this  importance  will  require  much 
application  and  time  5  and  what  ufe  fhall  one 
make  in  the  mean  while  of  the  armaments 
which  have  been  prepared  on  both  fides  ? 
how  will  it  be  poffible  to  negociate  with  any 
advantage,  if  acts  of  violence  continue  in 
North  America,  and  if  they  begin  on  the 
high  feas  ?  Will  not  the  advantages  gained 
by  the  one  fide  and  the  other,  be  a  motive  for 
multiplying  pretenfions  and  difficulties,  and 
become  freili  obstacles  to  a  pacification  ?  This 
inconvenience  fhould  therefore  be  prevented  ; 
in  d  that  cannot  be,  unlefs  by  giving  to  the 
fcibective  governors  in  America,  and  to  the 
commanders  of  the  fquadrons,  fuch  uniform 
prdcrs  as  fix  invariably  their  operations  to  a 

bare 


(  277  ) 
bare  defenfive,  and  forbid  them  absolutely  all. 
ads  of  ofFenfive  hoftility,  under  any  pretext 
whatfoever. 

The  King  will  make  no  difficulty  in  com* 
municating  to  the  King  of  England  the  du- 
plicates of  the  orders  and  inftrudions  which 
his  majefty  fliall  give  to  his  governors  and 
commanders,  if  his  Britannic  majefty  pleafes 
to  ad  towards  the  king  with  the  fame  can- 
dour and  confidence.  What  we  pro- 
pofe  in  this  refped  is  fo  confiftent  with  all 
the  rules  of  equity  and  moderation,  that  we 
cannot  conceive  it  poflible  for  people  to  refute 
their  concurrence  therein,  if  peace  is  as  fin- 
cerely  wifhed  for  in  London  as  it  is  at  Ver- 
failles. 

The  reputation  of  both  courts  demands 
even  this  precaution,  fince  it  were  expofing 
ourfelves  to  fufpicions  and  reproaches  of  the 
want  of  faith  and  duplicity  in  our  proceedings, 
if  while  a  negociation  was  carrying  on  in  order 
to  bring  about  a  pacification,  we  fhould  au- 
thorife,  or  even  appear  to  tolerate  hoftilities, 
which  would  contradict  evidently  all  ideas  of 
a  reconciliation. 

I  have  already  mentioned  it  to  you,  and 
as  truth  is  always  the  fame,  I  mall  always 
hold  the  fame  language  to  defire  peace  fincere- 
ly,  and  not  to  put  a  flop  to  ads  of  violence, 
are  two  things  incompatible. 
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NUMBER    VIL 

Anpwer  delivered  by  the  court  of  London  H 
tbe  Duke  de  Mirepoix,  April  5,  1755. 

THE  court  of  London  will  concur  with 
all  the  eagernefs  poffible,  in  concluding 
a  definitive  agreement  which  mall  take  in  all 
the  parts  that  are  a  fubject  of  contefl:  in  Ame- 
rica, between  the  two  nations,  which  his  Ex- 
cellency the  duke  de  Mirepoix  has  iniinuated 
to  coincide  with  the  difpofitions  of  his  court. 

The  propofal  made  by  the  court  of  France 
by  the  extradl  of  M.  RomHe's  letter  written 
the  27th  of  March  to  his  excellency  the  duke 
de  Mirepoix,  is  the  fame  that  lias  been  made 
heretofore,  and  has  only  a  ceflation  of  arms 
between  both  nations  for  its  object. 

The  court  of  London  meets  in  this  with 
the  fame  difficulties  which  have  offered  them- 
felves  to  them  from  the  beginning  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, and  cannot  look  upon  it  as  a  means 
that  can  favour  a  conciliation. 

In  the  counter -proj ec~t  which  the  court  of 
London  gave,  in  anfwer  to  the  plan  of  con- 
vention propofed  heretofore  by  France,  it 
expofed  nothing  but  what  appeared  to  belong 
by  right,  and  according  to  treaties  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain. 

This  court  has  even  confented  to  depart 
from  this  right  in  many  refpects,  for  the  fake 
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6f  peace,  and  to  mew  its  fincere  defire  to 
cultivate  the  moft  perfect  friendship  with  the 
court  of  France.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that  the 
court  of  London  did  hope,  from  the  confefTed 
candour  of  his  moft  Chriftiari  majefty,  that  his 
ambafTador  would  have  instructions,  and  be  au- 
thorifed  to  deliver  fpecifically  the  objections 
which  the  court  of  France  might  have  made  to 
this  counter-project,  and  lay  open,  in  an  a- 
micable.  manner,  the  demands  of  his  court ; 
which  mould  feem  to  be  the  moft  natural 
way,  the  moft  regular  and  the  moft  conform- 
able to  the  wifhcs  which  the  court  of  London 
entertains  in  common  with  that  of  Verfailles, 
to  procure,  by  means  of  the  negociation  al- 
ready agreed  on  (a),  a  ipeedy  and  definitive 
reconciliation  in  regard  to  all  the  points  which 
have  been  the  fubject  of  difcumon  between 
both  nations  in  America. 

NUMBER    VIII. 

MktraB  of  a  letter  from  M.  Rouille  to  the 
Duke  de  Mirepoix,  dated  April  13,  1755, 
and  delivered  to  the  mini  fir y  of  London. 

TH  E  King*  to  whom  I  gave  an  account 
of  the  defire  which  his  Britannic  majefty 

(a)  Since  it  was  agreed  to  negotiate,  how  came 
England,  even  during  this  time,  to  give  orders  for  at- 
tacking the  French  in  America?  Why  did  it  in  Europe 
fefsfe  to  give  orders  for  the  ceaiuvg  of  all  hoft ilities  ? 

has 
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has  exprefTed  to  receive  a  fpeedy  anfwer  to 
the  memorial  given  you  hy  the  Chevalier  Ro- 
bifon,  has  ordered  me  to  fend  you  back  your 
courier  without  delay. 

The  King  would  fain  carry  his  complai- 
fance  ftill  farther,  but  the  proportions  of  the 
court  of  London  do  not  allow  his  majefty  to 
hope  that  the  two  courts  will  fucceed  in  end- 
ing their  differences  by  a  juft  and  becoming 
conciliation. 

According  to  the  court  of  London,  the 
fuccefs  of  our  negociation  depends  entirely  on 
the  ceffion  which  the  Englifh  demand,  not 
only  of  the  Prefqu  ifle,  of  which  Acadia  is 
but  a  part,  but  alfo  of  twenty  leagues  of  the 
coaft.  of  Bay  Francoife  on  the  fide  of  Canada. 
This  proportion,  efpecially  as  to  what  re- 
lates to  the  twenty  leagues  of  coaft,  is  fo  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  our  rights,  our  poflef- 
iions,  and  to  our  mofi  effential  concerns,  that 
we  cannot  poffibly  allow  it. 

If  this  ceflion  would  be  neceffary,  or  even 
ufeful  to  the  Englifh,  either  in  their  trade 
with  the  favages,  or  their  communication 
with  Acadia  and  New  England,  we  could 
afcribe  the  demand  which  they  make  us  of 
it  to  one  of  thefe  two  motives  only  j  but  their 
pretention  cannot  be  grounded  on  any  reafon, 
or  any  pretext  of  neceffity  or  utility. 

The  favages  have  always  had  a  liberty  to 
trade  in  the  Englifh  colonies,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  the  French,  and  twenty  leagues 

more- 
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more  will  make  no  alteration  in  the  fiate  of 
affairs  in  this  refpect. 

As  to  the  communication  between  Acadia 
and  New  England,  it  is  absolutely  impracti- 
cable by  land,  not  only  on  account  of  the  dif- 
tance,  but  likewife  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
the  roads  and  pairing  the  rivers  which  muft  be 
crofled  towards  their  mouth.  This  commu- 
nication is  on  the  contrary  very  fhort  and  very 
ealy  by  fed. 

To  this  the  King  cannot,  or  ought  riot  to 
confent,  becaufe  the  lands  fituated  along 
Baie  Francoife  on  the  fide  of  Canada,  is  in- 
difpenfably  neceflary  for  the  communication 
of  Quebec;  during  part  of  the  year,  as  w ell 
with  Europe  as  the  lile  Royal  and  St.  Johns, 

The  court  of  London  propofes,  with  re- 
gard to  the  part  of  Canada  fituated  above 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  that  the  river  St.  Lau- 
rence and  the  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  ferve  a£ 
limits  between  the  two  nations. 

It  is  on  the  fixation  of  thefe  limits  that 
mefiieurs  the  Engliih  miniflers  pretend  alfo 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  negotiation.     - 

The  King,  is  fo  far  from  entering  into 
any  explanation  on  this  article,  that  he  never 
will  confent  to  his  fovereignty  over  the  fouth- 
£rn  bank  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  and  the 
lakes  of  Ontario  and  Erie  to  be  brought  in 
queftion,  or  that  thefe  parts,  which  have  been 
always  considered  as  the  Center,  mould  now 
become  the  limits  of  Canada, 
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The  prefervation  of  that  part,  of  Canada, 
which  mould  remain  to  us  after  this  fepara- 
tjon,  would  become,  by  this,  pretention  of 
England,  very  chargeable  if  not  impomble. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  court  of  Lon- 
don is  willing  to  confent  to  our  making  fettle- 
ments  between  the  Ohio  and  Wafbach  rivers, 
unlefs  poffibly  at  the  diftance  of  fome  leagues 
on  this  fide  the  left  bank  of  this  laft  river. 

We  have  offered  to  abandon  the  land  be- 
tween the  mountains  of  Virginia  and  the 
Ohio,  and  to  fuffer  it  to  remain  neutral ;  but? 
we  can  grant  nothing  more,  without  giving 
up  our  communication  between  Louifiana, 
and  Canada. 

We  differ  in  too  ertential  a  manner,  in 
our  interefls  and  views,  with  regard  to  the  ca- 
pital points,  which  the  Englifh  miniilers  look 
upon  as  the  necefiary  bafis  of  a  negociation. 

The  court  of  London,  in  the  memorial 
which  has  been  delivered  to  you,  expreffes  its 
hope,  that  you  have  received  proper  inftruc- 
tions,  and  are  authorifed  to  give  in,  specifi- 
cally, the  objections  which  the  court  of 
France,  might  have  made  to  the  counter-pro- 
ject, and  open  yourfelf  amicably  on  this  Sub- 
ject. 

The  reafons  which  have  determined  the 
King  not  to  give  an  anfwer  in  writing  to  the 
counter -project  in  queflion,  fubfift  always  the 
fame;  fince  all  that  the  Englifh  minifiers 
have  faid  to  you,  lince  their  delivering  this 
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piece  to  you,  differs  fcarcely  in  any  thing 
from  what  it  contains. 

Their  laft  proportions  have  only  ferved  to 
i!luft.rate  what  could  not  be  exprefTed  in  fo 
clear  a  manner  in  the  counter-projeel:. 

If  the  King  of  England  and  his  miniftry 
are  as  iincere  in  their  delire  of  peace  as  we 
are,  they  muft  defift  in  a  formal  manner  from 
their  pretention  of  making  us  abandon, 

i .  The  fouthern  coaft  of  the  river  St.  Lau- 
rence, and  the  lakes  whefe  waters  difcharge 
themfelves  into  this  river. 

2.  The  twenty  leagues  of  Country  which 
they  demand  on  Baye  Francoife. 

3.  The  territory  between  the  Ohio  and 
Wafbach. 

We  are  difpofed  to  enter  into  a  negociation 
yjpon  all  the  remainder,  and  even  to  facririce 
part  of  our  rights  to  all  the  conveniencies  of 
England,  wherever  it  may  be  confident  with 
the  dignity  of  the  King  and  the  fecurity  of  his 
poffeffions. 

We  will  gladly  take  in  concert  with  th,e 
Brittifh  minifters,  the  moft  effectual  mea- 
fures  to  guard  both  nations  in  America  againft 
all  invafion  of  property,  and  prevent  any  dis- 
pute between  them. 

In  fhort,  we  will  not  be  averfe  from  making, 
in  concert  with  them,  fuch  arrangements  as 
may  facilitate  and  augment  their  trade  ;  but 
we  mall  enter  into  no  particulars  on  this  fub- 
jectj  fo  long  as  the  court  of  London  mail  look 
Qo  2  W&\ 
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lipon  the  three  articles,  which  we  are  abfo- 
lutely  determtned  not  to  allow  of,  as  a  necef- 
fary  and  preliminary  bafis  of  the  negociation. 

At  firft  there  was  queftion  only  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  fair  river,  but  now  their  preten- 
fions  extend  to  all  the  parts  of  Canada,  which 
lie  on  the  fouthem  fide  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence. 

It  was  agreed  to  adhere  to  a  proviiional 
accommodation,  while  a  definitive  treaty 
mould  be  laboured  at  afterwards,  they  would 
have  no  provifionary  convention,  and  they 
pretended  to  determine  every  thing  at  once. 

We  have  propofed  the  preventing  any  ul- 
terior acts  of  violence,  by  giving  orders  for 
that  purpofe  to  the  refpeclive  governors,  and 
to  the  commanders  of  the  fquadrons  ;  they 
have  rejected  a  propofal  fb  reputable  and  fo 
full  of  moderation. 

NUMBER    JX. 

Note    delivered  by  the  court  of  London  to  the 
Duke  de  Mirepoix,  April  24,  1755. 

TH  E  court  of  Great  Britain  fees,  with 
regret,  that  the  friendly  anfwer  deli- 
vered to  his  excellency  M.  de  Mirepoix  the 
5th  of  this  month,  in  confequence  of  a  letter 
of  M.  de  Rouille  of  the  27th  of  laft  month, 
has  not  been  productive  of  fuch  inftructions 
from  his  court  as  might  have  enabled  him  to 
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enter  immediately  on  a  negoclation  concern- 
ing the  different  points  contained  in  the  coun- 
ter-project which  had  been  delivered  him  io 
early  as  the  7th  of  March  ;  but  that  on  the 
contrary,  M.  de  Rouille  declares,  in  the  ex- 
tract of  his  letter  of  the  j  3th  of  this  month, 
which  has  been  communicated  to  Sir  Thomas 
Robinfon  by  the  ambafTador  of  France,  that 
France  defiies  the  Britifh  court  would,  pre- 
vious to  any  negociation,  defift  formally  from 
its  pretention,  and  to  make  it  abandon, 

1.  The  fouthern  coafi:  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, and  the  lakes  whofe  waters  are  receivedt 
into  that  river. 

2.  The  twenty  leagues  of  country  whicl^ 
they  demand  on  Bay  Francoife. 

3.  The  territory  between  the  Ohio  anc\ 
Wabache. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  points  M.  de  Rou- 
ille has  made  it  out  in  a  very  fTiort  manner, 
and  very  different  from  what  it  was  intended 
to  be  underftood  by  the  above-mentioned 
counter-project  (a)  j  but  with  regard  to  this 
point  as  well  as  the  others,  the  Britifh  court 
refers  itfelf,  and  adheres  to  the  expofition 
made  of  it,  as  being  founded  on  the  treaties, 
and  appearing  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  its  fecu- 
rity. 

(a)  It  may  be  obferved  with  what  attention  the  Bri- 
tifh miniftry  feigned  not  to  comprehend  well  enough  the 
ideas  of  the  court  of  France.  All  that  was  apprehended 
in  England  was,  left  the  negociation  fhould  break  off 
before  the  execution  of  the  plan  of  invafion. 

They 
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They  are,  however,  difpofed  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  all  the  contefced  points, 
In  the  courfe  of  this  examination  it  may  be 
found  out  in  what  the  moft  effential  diffe- 
rences between  the  two  courts  confift,  and 
the  natural  deiire  of  peace  may  ftrike  out  the 
means  of  facilitating  an  accommodation. 

NUMBER    X. 

JSTote,  delivered  by  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  ffo 
6  th  of  May  1755,  in  anfwer  to  the  forego- 
ing. 

Hp  H  E  court  of  France  is  invarible  in  its 
**■  principles  of  equity  and  moderation.  It 
always  wishes  very  iincerely  the  prefervation 
of  peace  and  the  moll:  perfect  underitanding 
between  it  and  the  Britim  court,  if  the  Duke 
de  Mirepoix  has  not  been  authorifed  to  enter 
into  a  negociation  upon  the  three  following 
points. 

1.  The  fouthern  coaft  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, and  the  lakes  whofe  waters  fall  into 
this  river. 

2.  The  twenty  leagues  of  country  along 
Bay  Francoife. 

3.  The  territory  between  the  Ohio  and 
the  Wabache. 

It  was  folely  becaufe  the  adhefion  to  the 
demands  of  the  Britim  court,  with  refpect  to 
thefe  three  points,  has  been  always  prefented 
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to  the  court  of  France  as  a  neceffary  bafis,  and 
the  preliminary  conditions  of  the  negociation. 

It  was  in  this  fenfe  that  the  court  of  France 
has  demanded,  and  continues  to  demand, 
that  the  Britifh  court  do  defift.  from  its  pre- 
tentions relative  to  thefe  three  fubjects ;  but 
the  court  of  France  is  difpofed,  as  it  has  al- 
ways been,  to  acquiefce,  agreeable  to  the 
XV'IIIth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chap- 
pelle,  in  the  examination  and  amicable  dif- 
cuflion  of  all  the  points  in  difpute,  and  ifs 
taking  in  concert  with  the  Britifh  court  the 
arrangements  which  mall  be  judged  necefTary, 
to  put  an  end  to  all  differences  between  the 
two  nations,  and  fettling  affairs  in  America 
on  a  footing  that  is  agreeable  to  the  tranquil- 
lity and  fecurky  of  the  refpeclive  colonies,  as? 
well  for  the  prefent  as  hereafter  :  the  court  of 
France  is  very  far  from  forming  any  demand 
that  is  not  founded  on  a  real  right  and  the 
treaties  ;  and  as.  the  Britifh  court  declares  to 
be  animated  with  the  fame  fentiments,  there 
is  room  to  hope  that  the  intentions  fo  equita- 
ble and  fo  full  of  moderation  on  both  fides, 
will  be  attended  with  the  falutary  effect  which, 
the  two  courts  ouaht  to  promife  themfelves 
from  them,  toward  their  common  tranquil- 
lity; and  the  public  happinefs. 


Iff.  V  Mil 


(  388  ) 


NUMBER      XL 

Note,  delivered  by  the  Britijb  miniflry  to  thh 
Duke  de  Mirepoix  the  gth  of  May  1755. 

THE  court  of  Great  Britain  fees,  with 
the  greateft  fatisfaction,  by  the  anfwer 
which  his  excellency  the  Duke  de  Mirepote 
has  delivered  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  the  6th 
of  this  month,  not  only  that  the  court  of 
France  perfifts  in  its  refolution  for  maintain- 
ing the  peace,  but  like  wife  that  its  difpolitions 
are  the  fame  that  thofe  of  England  have  al- 
ways been,  and  are  ftill,  to  enter  without  de- 
lay into  the  examination,  and  into  an  amica- 
ble difeuffion  of  all  the  points  in  difpute. 

The  court  of  Great  Britain  has,  during  the 
tourfe  of  the  negotiation,  proceeded  with  fo 
much  candour  (a)  and  confidence,  that  they 
did  not  hefitate  to  expofe  naturally  their  inten- 
tions and  pretentions,  in  order  that  the  court 
of  France  byacling  in  the  fame  manner,  might 
facilitate  and  haften  the  conciliation  fo  much 
wifhed  for  on  each  fide, 

(a)  The  value  to  be  fet  on  this  word  may  be  eaHl^ 
•ftimated,-  by  whoever  has  read  the  above  pieces. 
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NUMBER    XII. 

Memorial,  delivered  by  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix, 
to  the  Minijlry  of  London,  May  14,    1755. 

TH  E  Difputes  '  between  the  courts 
of  France  and  England,  concerning 
America,  have  for  fubject,  1.  the  limits  of 
Acadia.  2.  the  limits  of  Canada.  3.  the 
courfe  of  the  river  Ohio  and  its  territory.  4. 
the  Iflands  of  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  Domi- 
nica and  Tobago. 

In  the  difcurlion  of  thefe  points,  the  ge- 
neral principles  to  be  laid  down  for  the  ne- 
gotiation are  thofe,  and  thofe  only  of  juftice, 
the  fecurity  of  the  refpective  colonies,  and 
their  mutual  conveniences. 

In  ail  the  particular  difcuffions  concerning 
the  four  objects  in  queftion,  thefe  principles 
are  never  to  be  loft  light  of.  Therefore  'we 
fhall  here  treat  of  thefe  objects  in  a  fummary 
manner,  one  after  another. 

Article    L 

■  Of  the  Limits  of  Acadia. 

T  F  we  examine  into  what  is  right  and  juft, 
*  we  (hall  find,  that  Acadia  takes  in  only 
a  part  of  the  Penniniula  where  it  is  iituated, 
which   part   extends   from  Cape  Fourchu  or 
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Cape  Sable,  to  Cape  Canceau.  This  has 
been  evidently  made  out  by  the  Memorial  of 
the  French  commiffaries  dated  October  4. 
175 1.  the  anftver  given  to  it  by  the  Eng- 
lish commiitaries  does  not  invalidate  the  fads, 
nor  the  proofs  which  it  contains.  It  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  laid  down  as  a  bafis  of  the 
negociation,  that  Acadia  takes  in  only  a  part 
of  the  Penninfula. 

But  the  court  of  France  for  the  fake  of 
peace,  will  condefcend,  after  having  difcufTed 
and  aicertained  its  right,  to  the  not  infilling 
on  it  with  rigour,  and  will  agree  to  examine 
into  what  may  concern  the  object  in  que- 
ftion,  and  the  reciprocal  fecurity  and  conve- 
nience of  both.  It  may  poffibly  alfo  determine 
to  yield  to  the  Englifh,  the  in  tire  Pennin- 
fula, under  certain  conditions  and  referva- 
tions,  without  which  it  neither  ought,  nor  can 
agree  to  this  ceilion.  Theie  conditions 
rfkll  be 

1.  That  during  the  fpace  of  three  years, 
all  the  Frer  ch  who  inhabit  the  Penninfula, 
may  have  liberty  to  withdraw  from  thence 
with  their  effects,  and  that  all  manner  of 
amftance  be  given  them  for  facilitating  this 
tranfmigration,  which  the  Englifh,  doubtlefs, 
will  conlider  as  very  advantageous  for  them- 
felves. 

2.  That  France  mail  keep  the  Ilthmu? 
and  BeaubafTin,  fince  me  cannot  abfolutely 
abandon  them  without  giving  up  at  the  fame 
time,  at  ieaft,  during  a  considerable  part  of 

the 
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the  year,  the  communication  between  Quebec 
and  the  Ifle-Royale. 

3.  That  a  certain  extent  of  land  in  the 
Penninfuk,  which  {hall  be  agreed  on,  fhall 
be  left  uninhabited  along  the  coaft  which 
bears  on  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  This 
propofal  is  not  lei's  favourable  to  the  Engliilv 
of  Acadia,  than  it  is  to  the  French  of  Ille- 
Royal,  and  of  St.  John,  iince  thick  woods 
and  defiles,  which  muft  be  croifed,  will  ba 
an  obflacle  equally  to  the  enterprifes  which 
either  of  the  nations  would  form  againrt.  the; 
the  other. 

4.  That  the  Englifh  mail  defift  from  the 
demand  which  they  have  made  of  an  extent 
of  twenty  leagues  along  Bay  Francoife  on  the 
fide  of  Canada.  They  having  abiblutely,  no 
fort  of  right  to,  nor  have  they  any  real  intereft 
in  demanding  this  ceffion,  which. is  in  no 
way  neceffary  to  their  commerce,  and  is  of 
no  fort  of  ufe  to  their  communication  be- 
tween Acadia  and  New  England ;  whereas 
on  the  contrary,  this  territory  is  indifpenfibiy 
neceflary  to  the  French  for  their  communica- 
tion with  Quebec,  when  it  becomes  imprac- 
ticable by  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

The  court  of  France  as  a  further  proof  of 
its  complaiiance  for  England,  and  of  its  de- 
fire  to  keep  up  with  it,  the  moll  perfect 
underftanding,  may  alio,  if  it  mould  meet 
with  fentiments  that  are  reciprocal  on  the  part 
of  the  court  of  London,  yield  to  the  Eng- 
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lifh  the  country  lyin^  between  the  river  of 
Sagahadoe  and  that  of  Penta^oet. 

It  is  proved  by  the  very  title  deeds  of  the 
Englifh,  and  namely,  the  charter  concerning 
New  England,  of  the  7th  of  October,  1695, 
that  the  limits  of  this  province  extend  only 
to  Sagahadoe.  The  ceflion  of  the  confide- 
rable  territory  which  lies  between  this  river 
and  that  of  Pentagoet  would  anfwer,  nay, 
would  exceed  any  reafonable  demands  which 
the  Englifh  might  propofe  to  themfelves. 

From  what  has  been  here  faid  it  refults, 
that  France,  to  preferve  peace,  offers  to  fa- 
crifice  her  right,  her  a&ual  pofTeflion,  and  an 
•intereft  that  is  evident  and  fenfible  ;  but  fhe 
will  not  extend  this  facrifice  beyond  the 
ceffion  of  the  Penninfula  of  Acadia,  with, 
the  conditions  and  claufes,  of  which  mention 
has  been  made,  and  the  part  on  the  conti- 
nent fide,  which  extends  from  Sagahadoe  to 
fentagoet. 


Article 
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Article    II, 
Concerning  the  Limits  of  Canada* 

■>Tp  H  E  Court  of  France  has,  in  a  decif- 
**■  five  manner  rejected,  and  will  always 
reject  the  proportion  which  has  been  made 
by  England',  that  the  fouthem  coaft  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  Ontario 
,and  Erie,  Hiould  ferve  as  limits  between  the, 
two  nations. 

It  muft  be  laid  down  as  a  bails  for  ths 
negotiation  in  regard  to  this  article*  that  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  is  the  centre  of  Canada. 
This  truth  is  justified  by  juft  tides,  by  emi- 
nent writers,  and  by  pofMion. 

-All  that  France  can  agree  to,  after  laying 
down  this  principle,  which  cannot  admit  of 
any  reafonble  contradiction,  is  to  examine, 
in  regard  to  this  object,  whether  the  recipro- 
cal convenience  of  both  nations  may  not 
require  in  this  refpect  fome  particular  ar- 
rangement in  order  to  the  fixing  invariably, 
the  refpective  limits . 

The  only  pretext  with  which  the  Englifh 
endeavour  to  glofs  over  their  pretenlions,  is 
taken  from  article  XV  of  the  treaty  of  U- 
trecht ;  but  if  all  the  expreffions  contained 
in  this  article  are  examined  into  with  due 
r  attention, 
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attention,  it  will  evidently  appear,  that  no* 
thing  is  lefs  founded  than  the  inductions* 
which  the  court  of  London  would  in  fact, 
draw  from  thence. 

i .  There  is  queftion  in  this  article  only  of 
the  perfbns  of  the  Savages,  and  not  at  all  of 
their  country,  or  pretended  territory  j  becaufe 
they  have  none  that  is  determined,  .and  that 
they  carry  their  notion  of  propriety  no  farther 
than  the  actual  ufe  they  make  of  the  country 
Which  they  occupy  to-day,  and  which  they 
poffibly  may  not  occupy  to-morrow. 

2.  It  were  abfurd  to  pretend  that  where- 
ever  a  Savage  who  is  a  friend  or  a  fubject  of 
one  of  the  two  crowns  makes  a  transient 
cefidence.  The  country  which  he  had  then 
inhabited,  mould  belong  to  the  crown  whofe,, 
friend  or  fubject  he  is. 

3.  The  Savages  here  meant,  are  free  and 
independent,  and  there  are  none  of  them 
Who  may  be  called  fubjects  of  eidier  crowns  : 
what  appears  on  the  face  of  the  treaty  of 
TJtrecht  in  regard  to  this,  is  faulty,  and  can 
make  no  alteration  in  the  nature  of  things. 
It  is  certain,  that  no  Englifhman  dare,  with- 
out running  the  rifque  of  being  maffacred,  tell 
the  Iroquois,  that  they  are  fubjects  of  Eng- 
land :  thefe  Savage  nations  are  governed  by 
themfelves,  and  are  as  much,  and  more  the 
friends  of  France  than  of  England  j  feveral 
French  families  are  intermarried  even  among 
the   Iroquois,  and  have  dwelt  among  them 

all 
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all    the   laft    war,    during  which,    the   five 
nations  have  obferved  the  moft  ftridt  neutra- 
lity. 

4.  The  XVth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  contains  the  fame  ftipulations,  as 
well  in  favour  of  the  French,  as  in  favour 
of  the  Englifh,  and  thefe  ftipulations  are 
mutual.  The  French  might  therefore  fay, 
with  a  better  title  than  the  Englifh  can  urge 
in  fupport  of  their  claim  to  the  Troquois, 
that  the  Abnaqui  nations,  and  the  Souriquois, 
otherwife  called  Micmacs,  Malcutes  and 
Cannibas,  &c  are  the  fubjects  of  France ; 
and  as  there  are  Souriquois  who  inhabit  the 
extremity  of  the  Penninfula  on  the  fide  of 
cape  Fourchu  and  of  cape  Sable  ;  it  would 
follow  that  the  French  might  pretend  to 
form  fettlements  at  that  place,  with  as  much 
right  as  the  Englifh  have  had  in  making  fet- 
tlements at  Ofwego,  or  Chouaguen,  on  the 
banks  of  lake  Ontario,  in  1726  or  1727  ; 
and  of  courfe  a  long  time  after  the  peace  of 
Utrecht ;  France  has  not  ceafed  fince  that 
time,  to  complain  againft  this  encroachment, 
and  fhe  expe&s  that  the  fort  of  Chouaguen 
(hall  be  deftroyed. 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht  was  not  rightly  in- 
terpreted, when  it  was  pretended,  that  it 
authorifed  the  French  and  Englifh  to  drive  a 
trade  promifcuoufly,  among  all  the  Savage 
nations,  on  pretence  of  fubjection,  alliance 
QT  friendfhip.  This  articlea  if  well  under- 
load 
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flood  and  explained,  provides  only  for  the 
liberty  of  trade,  which  the  Savages  may 
carry  on  among  themfelves,  or  among  the 
European  nations,  and  no  ways  authorifes 
thofe  in  going  beyond  the  limits  of  their  co- 
lonies, in  order  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  the 
Savages. 

6,  Laftly,  by  this  XVth  article  it  is  pro- 
vided, that  it  mail  be  fettled  refpe&ively, 
which  are  the  American  nations  that  ought  to 
be  deemed  fubjects  or  friends  of  the  two 
crowns.  This  ftipulation  has  not  been  exe- 
cuted, becaufe,  in  fact  it  is  fcarcely  fufcepti- 
ble  of  execution ;  inafmuch,  as  an  Indian 
nation  which  to-day  are  friends,  may  to- 
morrow become  enemies  j  and  therefore,  tlue 
argument  which  might  have  been  ufed 
upon  this  head,  would  have  been  contra- 
dicted by  fact. 

All  we  have  here  fet  forth,  proves  clearly, 
that  if  the  XVth  article  of  the  treaty  of  U- 
trecht  be   difcufled,  according   to   the   rules 
of  juftice  and  right,  it  will  be  eafy  to  over- 
turn the  falfe  interpretations  which  are  given 
to  it.     Nor  will  it  admit  of  greater  difficulty 
to  demonstrate,  that  the  Englifh  cannot   be 
actuated  by  any  motives  of  intereft,  in  fetting 
forth  the  pretentions  which  they  have  formed. 
There  can  be   no  queftion   in  tliefe  vafl  re- 
gions of  America,  of  difputing  about  a  little 
more,  or  a  little  lefs  ground.     The  efTential 
intereft  is  limitted  to  two.  objects :  tfiat   of 
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fecurity,  and  that  of  trade:  the  court  of 
France  will  be  always  difpofed  to  concert 
in  both  thefe  refpects  with  that  of  London, 
fuch  arrangements  as  are  equitable  and  folid, 
as  well  for  the  prefent  as  the  future. 


Article     III. 

Concerning  the  courfe  and  the  territory  of  the. 
Ohio. 

¥  T  is  inconteftible  from  the  principles  which 
*  agree  with  the  titles,  with  juftice,  with 
the  law  of  convenience  and  the  mutual  fe* 
curity,  that  the  Ohio  ought  to  make  part  of 
the  poffemons  of  France.  The  Englifh 
have  no  fettlements  upon  this  river,  and  when 
the  Brittifh  minifters  maintained  this  propo- 
rtion :  that  the  fources  of  this  river  are  full 
of  antient  fettlements  of  their  nation  ;  it  was 
plain,  they  had  trufted  too  much  to  falfe  re- 
lations. The  French  have  always  looked 
upon  this  river  as  dependent  of  Canada,  and 
it  is  effential  to  her,  in  order  to  the  commu- 
nication of  Canada  with  Louiliana  j  they 
have  frequented  it  in  all  times,  and  in  num- 
bers. It  was  even  by  this*  river,  that  they 
fent  the  detachment  of  troops  which  were 
lent  to  the  Louifiana,  about  the  year  1739, 
on  the  occafion  of  the  war  of  the  Chi- 
cachas. 

Q.  q  Had 


Had  there  been  Englifh  fettlements  then 
on  that  river,  and  had  it  been  a  part  of  the 
Brittifh  colonies,  would  the  French  have  been 
fuffered  to  defcend  its  whole  courfe ;  or  would 
not  the  court  of  London  have  at  leafl  made 
complaints  of  it  ?  but  at  that  time  there  was 
410  queflion  or  the  leafl  mention  made,  of  the 
pretention  which  has  been  raifed  up  fince  j 
without  proof,  without  title,  and  without  any 
fort  of  foundation. 

It  is  true  that  in  latter  years,  fome  Eng- 
lifh traders  have  paffed  the  mountains  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  have  ventured  to  carry  on  a  furr- 
trade  towards  the  Ohio  with  the  Savages. 
The  French  governors  of  Canada  contented 
themfelves  at  firfl,  with  fendihg  them  word 
that  they  were  on  the  territory  of  France, 
and  forbidding  them  to  return  on  pain  of 
having  their  goods  feifed  and  themfelves 
made  prifoners :  they  returned  notwithfland- 
ing,  and  their  goods  have  been  confifcated 
and  fold,  their  perfons  feifed  and  conducted 
to  Quebec,  from  thence  to  France,  where 
they  have  been  detained  in"  the  prifons  of 
Rochelle :  no  claim,  no  complaint  was  made 
on  this  occafion,  by  the  court  of  London  j 
they  have  been  confidered  only  as  fmug- 
glers,  whofe  defire  of  gain,  had  expofed  them 
to  the  rifque  attending   an  illicit  trade. 

Having  thus  afcertained,  and  with  fo  much 
folidity,  the  right  and  pofeffion  of  the  French 
-|$  the  Ohio  and  its  territory,  their  being  fa- 
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tisfied  to  Stipulate,  that  all  the  territory  be- 
tween the  Ohio  and  the  mountains,  which 
border  Virginia,  fhall  remain  neutral,  and 
that  all  trade  and  pafiage  through  it  fhall  be 
interdicted  as  well  to  the  French  as  to  the 
Englifh,  ought  to  be  conlidered  as  a  very 
fenfible  proof  of  their  love  of  peace. 


Article    IV. 


Concerning  the  Contejled  Ijlands. 

^p  H  E  S  E  Iflands  are  thofe  of  St.  Lucia, 
•*•  Dominica,  St.  Vincent  and  Tobago  j 
We  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  commifTaries 
of  France  have  demonfr.rar.ed  in  the  clearer! 
manner,  that  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  belongs 
to  the  king  their  matter,  and  that  thofe  of 
St.  Vincent  and  Dominica,  ought  to  belong 
to  the  Savages  or  Caribbees  under  the  protec- 
of  his  majefty. 

The  commifTaries  have  made  no  memo- 
rial relative  to  Tobago,  but  the  lawfulnefs 
of  the  rights  of  France  to  this  iiland,  is  not 
the  lefs  demonstrable  :  fo  (hat  the  court  of 
France,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  prevails  on 
'  itfelf  to'  make  in  favour  of  England  j  the 
facrifices  which  have  been  mentioned  in  this 
memorial,  ought  to  require,  that  its  right 
of  propriety  to  St.  Lucia  and  Tobago  be 
Q^_  q  z  ac£now^ 


(  300  ) 

acknowledged,  and  that  the  iilands  of  St. 
Vincent  and  Dominico  do  remain  to  the 
Savages  or  Caribbees,  under  the  protection 
of  his  mod  Chriftian  majefty. 

Signed 

The  Duke  de  Mirepoix. 


NUMBER    XIII. 

Memorial,  delivered  the  yth  of  June  1755, 
by  the  Miniftry  of  London,  in  anfwer  to 
the  foregoing,  on  the  four  Points  to  be  dif- 
cufedy  relating  to  America. 

1 .  The  Limits  of  Acadia  or  Nova  Scotia. 

2.  'The  Limits  of  Canada. 

3.  The  Courfe  and  the  Territory  of  the  Ohio, 

4.  The  IJlands  of  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent \ 
Dominica  and  Tobago. 

TH  E  Court  of  Great-Britain  lays  down 
as  general  principles  of  the  negocia- 
tion,  thofe  of  right  and  juftice  j  but  it  cannot 
allow  (properly  ipeaking)  that  of  convenience, 
to  be  one  of  thefe ;  as  it  is  not  to  be  admitted 
excepting  it  be  for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  in 
order  to  preferve  a  good  harmony,  which  is 
fo  much  wilhed  for,  between  both  courts. 

They 
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They  ought  therefore  to  difpofe  themfelves 
equally  to  depart,  in  certain  cafes,  from 
what  might  appear  an  abiblute  right,  when 
it  can  be  done  with  fafety.  The  court  of 
Great-Britain,  is  ready  to  q\vq  proof  of  its 
good  difpofition  on  this  occanon,  whenever  it 
is  confident  with  prudence,  and  its  fafety ; 
upon  the  prefumption  that  it  will  meet  with 
the  fame  good  intentions  on  the  part  of 
France. 

Article     I. 

Of  the  Limits  of  Acadia. 

WHatever  reafon  France  may  have  to 
imagine  that  Acadia  ought  to  be  limit- 
ted  to  this  part  of  the  Penninfula  which  ex- 
tends from  cape  Fourchu,  or  from  cape  Sa- 
ble to  cape  Canfeau,  grounded  upon  what  is 
alledged  in  the  Memorials  of  its  commirTaries 
of  the  4th  of  October,  1751  j  it  were  to 
be  wifhed  that  a  greater  attention  had  been 
paid  to  the  reply  made  to  that  memorial,  and 
given  in  by  the  Englifh  commifTaries  above 
two  years  ago. 

To  this,  France  makes  no  other  anfwer  * 

*  An  Anfwer  has  been  made  fince  to  this  Reply,  by 
a  Memorial  which  is  to  be  foon  publifhed.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Eng'ifli  might  have  difpenfed  (the  Com- 
mifTaries of  his  Majefty)  with  this  labour:  but  France 
owes  to  its  own  Glory,  the  care  which  fhe  takes  to 
expofe,  to  the  eyes  of  the  Univerfe,  both  t  \e  juftice  of 
her  Rights,  and  the  regularity  of  her  Steps.  ' 

than 
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than  by  affirming  that  "  this  reply  overturns 
<c  neither  the  facts  nor  the  proofs  contained 
"  in  the  French  memorial ;  and  that  there- 
<c  fore,  it  mould  be  laid  down  as  a  bails  of 
"  the  negociation,  that  Acadia  compofes  only 
iC  a  part  of  the  Penninfula :  "  however,  this 
appears  to  the  court  of  Great-Britain  to  be 
clearly  and  folidly  proved  in  this  reply,  viz;, 
that  the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia  or  Nova- 
Scotia,,  (and  the  queftion  turns  here,  on  thofe 
ancient  limits)  extend  on  the  well:  towards 
New  England  by  Penobfcot  river,  otherwife 
called  Pentagoet  j  that  is  to  fay,  beginning 
at  its  mouth,  and  from  thence  drawing  a 
ftraight  line  on  the  north  fide  to  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  or  the  great  river  of  Canada  j 
at  the  north  by  the  faid  river  St.  Lawrence, 
along  its  fouthern  bank  to  cape  Rollers  iitu- 
ated  at  its  entrance ;  ealf  wards  by  the  great 
gulph  of  *$t.  Lawrence  from  the  faid  cape 
Rofiers ;  on  the  fouth-eaft  by  the  Raccaloo 
illands  to  cape  Breton,  leaving  thefe  illands 
to  the  right,  and  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence 
and  Newfoundland,  with  the  illands  belong- 
ing thereto,  on  the  left,  to  the  cape  or  pro- 
montory called  cape  Breton  j  on  the  fouth  by 
the  great  Atlantic  ocean,  drawing  towards  the 
fouth-weft  from  the  faid  cape  Breton  by  cape 
Sable,  taking  in  the  illands  of  the  fame  name 
round  the  bay  of  Fundi,  which  afcend  to- 
wards the  ealt  into  the  country,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  fajid  river  Penobfcot  or  Pentagoet. 

So; 
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So  effential  a  difference  with  regard  to 
limits  claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  by  both 
iides,  has  already  difpofed  the  court  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  not  to  infill 
rigoroufly,  on  What  belongs  to  it  -,  but  to  pro- 
pofe  that  two  lines  being  drawn,  the  one, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Penobfeot  or 
Pentagoet,  to  its  fource,  and  thence  in  a 
direct  line  northwards  to  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, the  other  from  a  certain  point  on  the 
faid  river  of  Pentagoet,  at  twenty  leagues 
diftance  from  its  mouth  acrofs  the  continent, 
to  the  point  on  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence, 
which  will  be  at  twenty  leagues  diftance  from 
cape  Tourmantin,  the  whole  of  the  Pennin- 
fula,  the  Ifthmus,  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and 
in  general  all  the  countries,  rivers  and  coafts, 
iituated  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  abovefaid  laft 
line,  mall  belong  in  full  fovereignty  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain ;  that  with  regard  to 
the  country1  Iituated  to  the  north-weft  betweea 
the  two  abovefaid  lines,  to  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, mail  not  be  poffened  nor  inhabited 
by  the  fubjects  of  either  one  power  or  the 
other. 

The  court  of  Great  Britain  imagines  that 
this  proportion  will  fullnll  perfectly,  the  ob- 
ject of  fecurity  and  reciprocal  convenience  ; 
but  on  the  other  hand  it  fees  with  regret, 
how  much  the  conditions,  and  the  referves 
under  which  France  pretends  to  leave  the 
pofleflion  of  the  Penninfula  tp  Great  Britain, 

are 
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are  Fubjeft  to  obftacles  and  unfurmountable 
objections,  fo  as  to  render  the  pofTemon  of 
this  Penninfula  totally  ufelefs. 

i .  With  regard  to  the  proportion  of  grant- 
ing the  fpace  of  three  years  to  all  the  French 
who  inhabit  the  Penninfula,  in  order  to 
withdraw  from  thence  with  their  effects ;  it 
were  depriving  England  of  a  very  confide- 
rable  number  of  ufeful  fubjects;  mould  fuch 
a  tranfmigration  extend  to  the  French  who 
were  fettled  there  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  and  to  their  defendants. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  this  treaty, 
the  inhabitants  have  had,  it  is  true;  the  liberty 
to  retire  with  their  moveables ;  but  this 
time  being  expired  thefe  forty  years,  there  is 
not  the  leafl  reafon  for  fuch  a  right  to  fubiift 
at  prefent,  and  it  muft  be  fuppofed  that  # 
thofe  who  have  been  willing  to  remain  un- 
der the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  as  well 
as  their  defcendants  born  in  the  country, 
would  not  leave  without  much  reluctance, 
their  fettlements>  though  even  it  were  pof- 
fible  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  could 
confent  to  fo  difadvantageous  a  propoliton. 

*  Thefe  Inhabitants  did  not  withdraw  then,  becaufe 
they  did  not  take  it,  that  the  country  which  they  inha- 
bited was  comprehended  in  the  cefiion  j  and  the  Engifh 
themfelves  formed  the  fame  judgment,  as  appears  from 
their  not  compelling  them  to  acknowledge  the  King  of 
England  for  their  Sovereign. 

Whatever 
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2.  Whatever  defire  France  may  have  to  pof~ 
lefs  the  Ifthmus  and  Beaubafiin,  as  the  only 
communication  during  a  considerable  part  of 
the  year  between  Quebec  and  Ifle- Royal, 
Great  Britain  cannot  confent  thereto,  with- 
out giving  up  the  moft  effential  fecurity  for 
the  remainder  of  the  Penninfula,  of  which 
the  whole  might  as  well  be  given  up,  as  to 
leave  the  Key  thereof  to  another. 

3.  The  fame  difficulty  occurs  with  regard 
to  the  propofal  of  leaving  in  the  Penninfula, 
a  certain  -extent  of  ground  which  mail  not 
be  inhabited,  along  the  coafl  which  com- 
mands the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence :  Tp 
Great  Britain  it  appears,  that  very  thick 
woods  and  denies  to  be  croffed,  would  tend 
more  to  favour  the  defigns  which  one  power 
may  have  for  another,  than  to  obitruct 
them. 

4.  It  is  in  confequence  of  fuch  reflections, 
jhat  Great  Britain  for  her  own  fecurity,  is  flill 
under  a  necerTity  of  infilling  that  (he  mail 
have  a  certain  fkirt  of  land  as  may  be  agreed 
on,  along  the  northern  coafl  of  the  bay  of 
Fundy  to  the  ^ulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  with- 
out which,  the  poffeffion  of  the  Penninfula 
and  of  the  bay  of  Fundy,  would  be  entirely, 
precarious, 

So  that,  on  whatever  fide  we  view  the  con- 
ditions  and   refervations  of  France,    Great- 
Britain  can  confider  them  only  as  lb  many 
feeds  of  new  dhTentions.   To  leave  the  bay  of 
R  r  Fundy 
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Fu'ndy  in  common,  were  the  mod  certain 
means  of  interrupting  the  happy  harmony  fo 
much  wifhed  for  on  both  fides.  Hitherto 
'  it  has  been  fufficiently  demonftrated  by  ex- 
*  perience,'  even  by  the  confeffion  of  France, 
according  to  the  memorial  of  M.  de  Torci, 
of  the  ioth  of  June  171 2,  c  that  it  is  im- 
'  poffible  to  preferve  fuch  an  union  in  the 
1  places  that  are  held  in  common  by  the 
French  and  Englim.'  Which  may  be  faid 
with  equal  truth  of  a  Bay  which  is  fo  narrow 
as  that  in  queftion  :  France  has  been  hitherto 
contented  with  the  Ifle  Royal,  in  order  to  fe- 
cure  herfelf  the  entrance  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence j  and  it  was  owing  to  the  fame  reafons 
that  the  Enolifli  who  were  to  be  the  pofTef- 
fors  of  Acadia  and  Newfoundland,  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  renounced  their  preten- 
fions  to  the  farther  pofTefiion  of  the  Illand  of 
cape  Breton  in  common  with  the  French, 


II. 

Of  the  Limits  of  Canada. 

T  T  will  be  difficult  to  form  to  one's  felf  a 
*■  precife  Idea,  of  what  in  the  memorial  is 
called  the  centre  of  Canada ;  we  can  ftill  lefs 
admit,  for  a  bails  of  the  negociation,  that  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  be  the  centre  of  this  pro- 
vince ; 
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vlnce:  this  is  advanced  without  any  proof, 
and  it  is  impomble,  that  the  courfe  of  a  river 
of  this  extent  could  form  the  centre  of  any 
country.  Moreover,  Great  Britain  cannot 
fubfcribc  to  this  proportion,  viz.  that  the 
country  between  the  northern  coaft  of  the 
bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  fouthern  bank  of  the 
t river  St.  Lawrence,  ( which  Great  Britain 
has  offered  already  mould  remain  neutral, 
without  being  pofTerTed  by  either  nation,  and 
except  the  fkirt  of  land  which  is  propofed  to  be 
drawn  out  of  it,)  ought  to  be  conlidered,  or 
has  ever  been  confidered  as  a  part  of  Ca- 
nada, fince  the  contrary  has  been  demonftrated 
by  authentic  proofs. 

Neither  can  Great  Britain  allow,  that 
France  has  a  ri£ht  to  the  lakes  Ontario  and 
Erie,  or  to  the  river  Niagara,  and  the  navi- 
gation of  thefe  waters  exclufivelyj  it  being 
evident  from  inconteftible  fadts,  that  the  fub- 
jects  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  as  well  as 
the  five  /roquois  nations,  have  made  uie  of 
the  navigation  of  thefe  lakes  and  rivers 
wihout  diftindtion,  as  often  as  their  oc- 
cafions  and  convenience  required  it.  But 
as  to  a  part  of  the  country  fituated  on  the 
fouthern  coaft  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
exclufive  of  what  has  been  already  propofed 
to  be  left  neutral,  whofe  limits  are  difputed 
between  both  nations,  or  their  refpective  colo- 
nies: The  court  of  Great  Britain  is  ready  to 
Rr  ^  enfcQ 
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c^tcr  into  a  *  Difcuffion  on  this  fubjed,  and 
and  to  fix  the  limits  thereof  by  an  '  amicable 
negociation,'  but  however  without  prejudicing 
the  rights  and  poiTeftions  of  any  of  thefe  five 
nations. 

As  to  the  expofition  which  is  made  in  the 
French  memorial  of  the  XVth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  court  of  Great  Britain 
does  not  think  it  can  have  any  foundation, 
either  by  the  words  or  the  intention  of  this 
treaty. 

i .  The  court  of  Great  Britain  cannot  allow 
of  this  article  relating  only  to  the  perfon  of 
the  Savages,  and  not  their  country:  the 
words  of  this  treaty  are  clear  and  precife,  that 
is  to  fay  j  Ci  that  the  five  Indian  nations  or 
cantons,  are  fubject  to  the  dominion  of  Great 
Britain,"  which  by  the  received  expofition  of 
all  the  treaties,  muft  relate  to  the  country  as 
well  as  to  the  perfon  of  the  inhabitants  ;  it  is 
what  France  has  acknowledged  in  the  mofl 
folemn  manner;  me  had  well  weighed  the 
importance  of  this  acknowledgement  at  the 
time  of  figning  this  treaty,  and  Great  Britain 

*  Always  a  Seed  of  future  Difcuflions  and  Negotia- 
tions !  While  at  this  very  time,  Fire  and  Sword  were 
carrying  into  the  French  habitations  in  America.  No- 
thing now  was  expected  at  London  but  the  Exploits  of 
M.  Bracldock  ;  and  had  the  Orders  given  by  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  been  crowned  with  all  the  Succefs  that 
was  expected,  the  Fiench  piifoners  would  have  been 
already  on  board  M.  Keppel's  Velfels  on  their  return  to 
France. 

can 
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Can  never  give  it  up.  The  countries  pofll-iTed 
by  thefe  Indians  are  very  well  known,  and  • 
are  not  at  ail  fo  undetermined  as  it  is  pre-* 
tended  in  the  memorial  >  they  poffefs  and 
make  them  over  as  other  proprietors  do  in  all 
other  places. 

2.  Great  Britain  has  never  pretended  that 
the  country  wherein  an  Indian  might 
make  a  tranfient  refidence,  belonged  to  the 
crown  whofe  friend  or  iubiecT:  he  mould 
be. 

3.  However  free  and  independent  the  Sa- 
vages in  queftion  may  be  ( which  is  f  a  point 
the  court  of  Great  Britain  will  not  difcufs'  *  ) 
they  cannot  be  confidered  otherwife  than  fub- 
jects  of  Great  Britain,  and  treated  as  fuch  by- 
France  in  particular  j  fince  (he  has  folemnly 
engaged  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  renewed 
and  confirmed  in  the  heft  manner  by  that  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  to  confider  them  as  fuch  j 
the  nature  of  things  is  not  changed  §  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht.  The  fame  people;  the 
fame  country,  always  exift  :  but  the  acknow- 
ledgement made  by  France  of  the  fubjeCtion 
of  the  Iroquois  to  Great  Britain,  is  an  ever- 
lafting  proof  of  her  right  in  this  refpec~t> 
which  can  never  be  difputed  by  France. 

*  They  are  right  in  that:  FJpweverj  this  point  h 
decifive.  For  if  the  Savages  are  Independent,  it  fal- 
lows that  they  are  not  fubjecis  of  England, 

§.   They  mean,  doubtlefs,  to  lay  (fsnee). 

4    ft 


4.  It  is  true,  the  fifteenth  article,  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  contains  ■  the  fame  ftipula- 
tions  in  favour  of  the  French,  as  it  does  in 
favour  of  the  Englifh,  with  regard  to  fiich 
Indian  nations  as  mould,  after  the  cohclufion 
of  this  treaty,  be  by  the  commirTaries  deemed 
to  he  fubjects  of  Great  Britain  or  France  ;  but 
as  to  what  regards  the  five  /roquois  nations, 
or  cantons  above-mentioned,  France  has  dif- 
tinctly,  and  fpecifically  declared  by  the  faid 
fifteenth  article,  that  they  are  fubjecl  to  Great 
Britain  :  Magna  Br  it  mini  a  imperio  SubjeBi ; 
and  confequently,  this  point  can  admit  of  no 
jfaifher  difpute. 

5.  In  whatever  fenfe  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
may  fee  underftood,  with  refpect  to  the  trade 
which  the  Englifh  and  French  mall  be 
allowed  to  carry  on  indiftinclly  with  the 
Savage  nations ;  it  is  notwithftanding  very 
certain,  that  fuch  a  general  trade  is  not  at  all 
forbidden  by  this  treaty.  It  is  a  common  and 
natural  right  which  people  have,  to  go  and 
n^gociate  among  their  fubjedts,  *  allies  or 
friends  j  but  to  come  with  an  armed  force  on 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  fubjecls  or  allies  of 
another  crown,  and  there  to  build  forts,  ftrip 


*  This  is  ft  1 1 1  begging  the  QucPdon.  The  Iroquois 
are  eternally  fuppofed  to  be  ths  fubjects  of  England. 
Tney  are  at  this  time  their  enemies  ;  fa£fa  Jure,  they 
inve  been  always  free  :  We  need  only  to  caft  our  eyes 
01  the  fpseches'of'M.  Johnfon,  and  M.  Wafhington, 
-   a  Proof  of  this. 

them 
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them  of  their  territories,  appropiate  them  to 
one's  felf;  this  is  what  is  not,  what  cannot 
be  authorifed  by  any  pretenfion,  not  even  by 
the  moft  uncertain  one  of  all,  viz.  conve- 
niency :  fuch  are  notwithstanding,  the  forts 
of  Frederic,  Niagara,  the  Prefqu-Ifle,  Ox- 
river,  and  all  thole  which  have  been  built  on 
the  Ohio,  and  on  the  adjacent  lands. 

Whatever  pretext  might  be  alledged  by 
France,  in  conndering  thefe  conntries  as  the 
appurtenances  of  Canada  -,  it  is  a  certain 
truth  that  they  have  belonged,  and  (as  they 
have  not  been  given  up  or  made  over  to  the 
EngliiliJ  belong  (till  to  the  fame  Indian  na- 
tions, which  by  the  fifteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  France  agreed  not  to  mo- 
left,  nullo'  in  pojlerum  impedimenta  aut  molejtia 
officiant.  * 

6.  It  has  been  already  proved  that  France 
has,  by  the  exprefs  words  of  the  laid  treaty, 
fully  and  abfolutely  acknowledged  the  Iro- 
quois as  fubjecls  of  Great  Britain.     It  would 

^  What  ?  The  Englifh  go  to  war  for  the  Iroquois 
on  whofe  heads  they  have  fet  a  price,  and  whom  they 
confider  .this  time  as  their  enemies  !  If  thefe  countries 
never  ceafed  to  belong  to  t.he  Savages,  why  do  they  now 
difturb  all  Europe,  in  order  to  render  thefe  Indians  a  fer- 
vice  which  they  do  not  demand,  and  at  which  they  are 
even  offended.  We  might  fay  to  the  Englifh,  Why  do 
you  not  abandon  the  Iroquois  who  abandon  you  \  Was 
it  neceflary  that  M.  Braddock  fhould  lofe  his  life  to  ferve 
fuch  friends:  it  is  true,  the  Savages  themfelves  do  not- 
look  on  the  zeal  of  the  Englifh  as  a  difmterefred  inftance 
®f  Fnendfhip, 

nat 
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not  be  a  matter  of  fuch  difficulty  as  is  ptt* 
tended  in  the  memorial,  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment with  regard  to  the  other  Indians,  if 
while  fo  many  commiffions  were  made  out 
in  order  to  regulate  this  point,  there  had  been 
a  mutual  difpofition  to  come  to  a  conclusion  j 
the  ads  of  thefe  commiffions  have  abun- 
dantly {hewn  the  true  reafons  which  have 
prevented  the  execution  of  the  fifteenth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  without  having 
recourfe  to  an  imaginary  fuppofition,  as  if  the 
treaty  could  not  be  carried  into  execution  > 
fuch  a  fuppofition  is  evidently  overturned  by 
the  treaty  itfelf,  with  regard  to  the  Iroquois 
nations. 


711 

Of   the    Courfe    and   the    Territory    of  the 
Ohio. 

NOT withftan ding  all  that  has  been  ad* 
vanced  in  this  article,  the  court  of 
Great  Britain  cannot  agree%  to  France's  having 
the  leaf!  title  to  the  river  Ohio  and  the  terri- 
tory in  queflion  j  even  that  of  poffeffion  is 
.not,  nor  can  it  be  alledged  on  this  occafion  } 
;fince  France  cannot  pretend  to  have  had  any 
fuch  before  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  nor 
fince,  unlefs  it  be  that  cf  certain  forts  un- 
'judly  erected,  lately  on  lands  which  evi- 
dently. 
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dently  belong  to  the  five  nations,  *  or  which 
thefe  have  made  over  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  or  its  fubjects :  as  may  be  proved  by 
treaties  f  and  acts  of  the  greateft  authenticity. 
The  title  on  which  France  infills  the  moft, 
arifes  from  her  having  made  ufe  of  this  river 
as  a  communication  between  Canada  and 
Louifiana ;  but  in  fad,  fhe  made  no  fuch  ufe 
of  it  unlefs  occafionally  or  clandeflinely,  as , 
might  poffibly  have  happened  in  a  country  of 
fuch  extent,  without  being  obferved  j  which 
cannot  however  give  the  leaft  colour  of  a  right 
thereto.  The  rivers  of  the  Micmacs  and  Wa- 
bache  arethofe  which  have  ferved,  and  that  only 
within  thefe  few  years,  as  a  communication 
between  Canada  and  Louifiana ;  not  that  Great 
Britain  can  allow  that  France  has  any  right  even 
to  thefe,  much  lefs  ftill  to  a  paffage  fo  near 
her  neighbourhood  as  that  of  the  river  Ohio. 
As  to  the  ufe  which  has  been  made  of  this 
laft  river,  on  the  occafion  of  the  war  with  the 
Chicachas,  (allies  and  friends  of  Great-Britain) 
although  Great-Britain  did  not  complain  of  it 
in  a  formal  manner,  it  does  not  follow  that  a 
violence  committed  in  certain  delicate  and  cri- 
tical moments,  can  ferve  as  a  foundation  to 
new  encroachments.  The  fame  may  be  laid  of 
the  rafh   and  inconfiderate  proceedings    of 

*  Every  where,  the  Englifh  alledge  nothing  but  the 
interefts  or  the  right  of  the  five  nation. 

t  England  will  perhaps  at  laft,  caufe  thefe.  treaties  to 
be  printed, 

S  f  the 
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the  governor  of  a  diflant  colony,  who  mould 
forbid  the  Englifh  to  pals  the  mountains  of 
Virginia,  on. pain  of  feizing  their  goods,  and 
being  themfelves  made  prifoners.  The  man- 
ner in  which  the  court  of  Great-Britain  has 
claimed  thefe  prifoners  and  their  effects,  has 
been  fufficiently  made  known  by  the  memo- 
rial which  the  late  Eatl  of  Albemarle  prefented 
the  7th  of  March  1752  (a)  to  the  court  of 
France.  What  the  Court  of  Great-Britain 
maintained,  what  it  infills  upon,  is,  that  the 
five  nations  of  the  Iroquois  acknowledged  by 
France  to  be  fubjects  of  Great-Britain,  are  by 
origin  (b)  or  by  right  of  conqueft,  the  law- 
ful proprietors  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  the 
territory  in  queilion;  and  as  to  the  terri- 
tory which  has  been  yielded  and  made  over 
by  this  people  to  Great-Britain  (which  it  can- 
not but  be  owned,  mud  be  the  moll  juft  and 
lawful  manner  of  making  an  acquilition  of 
this  lort)  me  reclaims  it  as  belonging  to  her, 
having  continued  cultivating  it  for  above  twen- 
ty years  paft,  and  having  made  fettlements  in 
feveral  parts  of  it,  from  the  fources  even  of  the 
Ohio  to  Pecko- Williams,  in  the  center  of  the 
territory  fituated  between  the  Ohio  and  the 
Wabache. 


(a)  This  memorial  was  never  delivered  to  the  court 
of  France. 

(b)  Why  not  fpecify  fomething  more  precife  ?  the 
Iroquois  will  very  foon,  on  account  of  their  origin,  give 
the  Englifh  an  univerfal  title  over  all  America. 

But 
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But  notwith {landing  fuch  clear  and  evident 
fads,  die  court  of  Great-Britain,  for  the  fake 
of  peace,  and  in  order  to  preferve  a  good  har- 
mony between  the  two  crowns,  has  propofed, 
to  prevent  all  future  difputes,  to  let  that 
extent  of  ground  in  thofe  Parts,  remain 
neutral  and  uncultivated,  in  the  manner  that  it 
has  been  already  expofcd  to  the  court  of  France, 
and  the  prccife  extent  of  which  Great-Britain 
is  ready  to  limit  and  adjuft  by  an  amicabie 


'Article     IV. 
Concerning  the  ijlands  in  difpute* 

T Hough  the  court  of  Great-Britain  can,  no 
ways,  acquiefce  in  the  arguments  alledged 
in  the  laft  memorial  of  the  French  commif- 
faries,  with  regard  to  his  moft  Chriftian  ma- 
jesty's right  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  yet  we 
think  it  unneceifary  to  enter  at  prefent  into  fo 
minute  a  detail  as  this  fubjecl:  would  require, 
and  which  can  not  in  fad:  be  comprifed  within 
the  bounds  of  an  anfwer,  to  the  laft  memorial 
of  the  court  of  France. 

We  were  employed  in  preparing  an  ample 
reply  on  this  fubjecl:,  as  alfo  on  that  of  the  dif- 
pute  concerningthe  iflands  of  St.  Vincent,  Do- 
minica, and  Tobago  :  but  the  court  of  Great- 
Britain  being  difpofedto  enter  into  thedifcufiion 
S  f  2  of 
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of  the  difputes  relative  to  thefe  four  iflands  in 
the  courfe  of  this  negociation,  is-  inclinable 
to  come  to  a  reafonable  and  amicable  (c) 
accommodation,  in  full  expectation  of  meet- 
ing with  the  like  difpofitions  in  the  court  of 
France. 

Signed 

T.  Robinson. 

NUMBER      XIV. 

Relation  of  the  battle  fought  by  the  flips  the 
Alcide,  commanded  by  M.  Hocquart,  and 
the  Lys,  commanded  by  M.  de  Lorgerie, 
taken  (a)  by  Mr.  Bofcawen's  fquadron  com- 
pofed  of  eleven  fiips.  By  one  of  the  officers 
embarked  on  board  the  Aleide. 

IN   45  degrees  27  minutes  north  latitude, 
and  53  degrees  49  minutes  longitude  weft 
from  Paris,  the  7th  of  June,  at  fix  in   the 

(c)  See  in  the  following  piece  the  pledge  of  this  rea- 
fonable accommodation. 

(d)  There  was  the  lefs  reafon  to  expect  fuch  an  event, 
as  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  having  had  advice,  in  the 
month  of  May  1755,  that  admiral  Bofcawen  had  orders 
of  an  offenfivc  nature,  tncflrs.  the  Lord  High  Chancellor 
of  England,  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  Earl  Granville, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  to  whom  this  ambaflador  im- 
parted the  Advice  which  was  given  him,  allured  him 
poikively,  that  it  was  abfolutely  falfe. 

evening, 
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evening,  the  fignals  were  made  of  eleven 
mips,  which  were  perceived  from  the  raaft- 
heads.  They  lay  to  the  eaft-north-eaft,  and 
were  about  fix  leagues  diftant  from  us.  M." 
Hocquart  made  the  lignal  to  the  Lys  and  the 
Dauphin  Royal  to  crowd  their  fails,  in  order 
to  endeavour  to  reconnoitre  this  fquadron 
before  night,  thinking  it  might  be  our  own, 
from  which  we  had  been  feparated  for  feveral 
days ;  the  wind  fell  at  once,  and  the  calm 
coming  on  at  midnight,  we  lay  to. 

The  8th,  at  day-break,  we  found  ourfelves 
to  leeward  of  this  fquadron  at  the  diftance  of 
about  three  leagues  j  M.  Hocquart  caufed 
the  private  fignals  to  be  made  5  but  thefe 
veifels  crowding  all  their  fails,  and  making 
no  anfwer,  we  put  up  all  ours ;  the  Lys  and 
the  Dauphin  Royal  were  foon  a-head  of  us, 
the  Englifh  veflels  were  vifibly  gaining  ground 
on  us.  M.  Hocquart  gave  orders  to  make 
ready  for  fighting :  the  fquadron  being  now 
within  cannon-fhot  and  half,  we  hoifted  our 
flag  and  the  flreamer,  which  was  followed 
by  a  cannon-fhot  with  powder.  Upon  this, 
the  Englifh  veflels  hoifted  their  flags  and 
ftreamers ;  the  general  fet  up  a  red  flag  on 
his  fore-top-maft. 

Between  ten  and  eleven  in  the  morning 
the  Dunkirk,  a  fhip  of  60  guns,  was  within 
•hearing.  M.  Hocquart  delired  meflis.  de 
Roftaing,  a  colonel  of  foot,  de  Rigaud,  go- 
vernor  of  the   three   rivers   in   Canada,    de 

Crance, 
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Crance,  comminary  of  war,  d'Halincour  and- 
de  Semerville,  to  hearken  to  die  converfation 
in  order  to  be  able  to  make  a  report  of  it.  He 
caufed  it  to  be  cried  out  three  times  in  Eng- 
lish, "  Are  we  in  peace  or* at  war?"    The 
anfwer   was,  "  We  don't   underftand  you;" 
The  fame  queflion  was  repeated  in  French;  the 
fame   anfwer.     M.  Hocquart  made   it- then- ' 
himfelf ;  the  Captain  anfwered  twice  and  very 
diftinctly,    "Peace,    peace"     M.   Hocquart 
added,  "  What  is  the  name  of  the  Admiral  ?" 
"  Admiral Bofcawen,"  replies  theEngliihman.' 
faysM.  Hocquart:  "  I  know  him,  he  is  a  friend 
of  mine."  To  which  the  Englifhman  replied, 
"  You,  fir!  what  is  your  name?"  "Hocquart." 
The  time  of  uttering  thefe  words  was  the  only- 
interval   between  the  word  peace  and    the 
broadfide,    which  declared  war  to   us:    we 
were  then  within  half  piftol-ihot,  the  guns  of 
the  enemy  were  loaded  with  double  balls  and 
old  iron  of  all  forts ;  that,  together  with  the 
confidence  which  the  word  Peace  uttered  by, 
and  coming  from  the  mouth  of  a  Captain, 
was  the  occafion  of  our  lofing  a  great  number 
of  men.     Our  fire  fuifered  however  no  de- 
lay by  this  ;  we  remained  fome  time  with  our 
bowfprit  acrofs  this  fhip,.  continuing  a  very  hot. 
fire  of  our  cannons  and  fmall  arms,  which 
was  directed  on  four  or  five  vefTels  which 
were  firing  on   us,    among  which  were  the 
Admiral  and  Rear  Admiral :  but  what  could 
we  hope  in  the  fituation  we  were  in  ?  having 

our 
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our  riggings  in  pieces,  our  fails  full  of  fliot,  the 
fore-top-maft.  ready  to  come  down,  the  main- 
mafl  pierced  by  two  cannon-balls,  our  yard- 
arm  mot  in  two,  our  main  and  top-gallant- 
mafts  injured,  pieces  of  cannon  dismounted, 
eighty  men  lying  killed,  wounded  or  maimed 
oh  the  decks,  of  the  number  of  whom  were 
four  officers  j  meffrs.  Roftaing*  de  l'Aubepin, 
Monfermeil,  and  feveral  officers  wounded  j 
M.  Hocquart  determined  at  lafl  furrender 
himfelf  to  the  Admiral. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  the  Lys,  hav- 
ing been  neared  by  the  Defiance,  for 
a  long  time  made  a  running  fight  of  it, 
but  the  Fougueux  coming  up,  me  was  put 
between  two  fires.  This  mip  could  make 
but  a  weak  refinance  againft.  thefe  attacks, 
confidering  the  fmall  number  of  cannon 
which  ihe  mounted  j  this  obliged  M.  de  Lor- 
gerie,  after  making  all  the  refinance  poffible, 
to  ftrike   the  King's  flag. 

As  to  the  Dauphin  Royal,  her  being  a 
prime  failer,  procured  M.  de  Montalais  the 
fatisf  action  of  carrying  her  into  Louifbourg  with 
the  troops  with  which  he  was  entrufted.  Here 
he  was  informed  of  the  taking  of  our  two  mips, 
by  which  a  difcovery  was  made  of  the  defigns 
of  theEnglifh. 


FINIS. 


